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Sunk by Taking in Films, Plays and Books 


Nioe, Dee. 1. 

Frank J. Gould has cashed in his 
ehecks and walked on the Riviera. 
What he has sunk is nobody's biz, 
$00,000,000 francs being a fair guess, 
but he isn’t sinking any more. 

The tideless blue Mediterranean 
is the Red Sea in his geography and 
he’s off it for keeps. In half a dozen 
years the millions which were his 
share of Jay Gould's fab fortune 
have dwindled down to where Frank 
J. can sing ‘Brother, Can You Spare 


.a Dime’ and play it straight. 

At first things clicked weH. He 
plunged into Juan les Pins and 
turned that stretch of pine trees 
and sand into the gayest spot on 
the Riviera, creating a summer 
trade in pajamas that was pure vel- 
vet. He built the Provencal Hotel 
there, as well as the casing, and it 
Was the class gyppery of the coast. 

Then he built the Palais de la 
Mediterranee at Nice and that was 
the payoff. Estimated to cost one 
million in paper, it leaped to five 
millions before completion and has 
lost heavily ever since. He bought 
-the huge Hotel Majestic, and even 
built a casino at Beaulieu. Since 
then he has just waited and waited 
for the Wall Street ribbers to lay 
off. 

They never have, so he’s through. 
Syndicate is trying its hand at it 
now. Gould is leasing his proper- 
ties for $80,000 a year, mere pin 
money. Jean Medecin, mayor of 
Nice, is in for a cut. 

The new bunch plan to carry all 
Gould's properties on leases, as sell- 
fing and buying are only academic 
term’ right now till all of them get 
Something to use for money. 





Jake the Seal Wouldn’t 
Eat His Fish—Entire 
Act Forced to Cancel 


Depresh or no depresh, the most 
important member of  Tiebor’s 
Seals wouldn’t finish at Loew’s 
State, New York, last week, because 
he was sick. He walked out the 
fifth day and the rest of the turn 
walked in sympathy, with the 
Honey Family booked in to sub. 

The way they found out the pad- 
dle whacker was ailing was that he 
‘wouldn’t eat fish. When a _ seal 
won't eat fish it’s like an agent 
who won't take commish—some- 
thing’s wrong. 

The sick seal’s name is Jake. 








Another One Goes 
New Orleans, Dec. 12. 
Old Absinthe House here, famed 
‘round the world, is now a taxi 
dance parlor. 
Jit a gallop. 


the Sea, Far, Far Away 


TO GHOSE 10 BEST 








Sequence of Ar Attractions 
Any One Evening Hold 
People on One Dialing— 


More Taxis and Sunny 





Maybe it’s a harbinger of 
sunnier days, with taxi drivers 
in the Broadway sector, New 





York, reporting business up May Happen on Either 
about 35% in the past six 

Scania Networks 

Nobody knows why people 


suddenly are going back to 
using taxis, but the claim 
is things are getting easier 


RADIO NOW A HABIT 











financially. 
Radio has become such a habit 
with the public that it’s becoming 


7 e , Ai 

Griffith $ Dr ’ a general headache to all concerned 
j in it. The importance of the se- 

Mostly About Himself quence of features on any one 
night has more to do with the pop- 
ularity of the stations than any- 
thing else. That’s why NBC's red 
network (WEAF hookup) these days 
tops everything, eclipsing CBS and 


totally overshadowing NBC’s own 
affiliated blue network (the WJZ 








D. W. Griffith goes on an NBC 
commercial from New York (WJZ) 
Jan. 4, broadcasting twice weekly 
on a 39 weeks’ contract. He was 
set through the Morris office. 

Advertiser is Hinds, skin lotion 


manufacturer. Dramatizations of} chain). 
incidents from Griffith's picture; That’s the answer to CBS sud- 
career, with the director writing| denly standing still because, either 


by design or freak of fortune, that 


minutes 
(Continued on page 46) 


and playing, will run 15 
each plus the plug. 








+ 


Radio City Parking 





Parking space for 3,000 cars 
will be provided underneath 
Rockefeller Center. 

Cars will go in on the 49th 
street side and exit on bist 
street. 


2,000 Slot Machines 
Now in N. Y. City; 
Keeping Kids Away 











Slot machines in Greater New 
York are are now down to around 
2,000. They are mostly in speaks, 
clubs, etce., away from the kids, 
with a minority of the total oper- 
ating in out-of-the-way drug, sta- 
tionery, candy and other stores. 


With an increase expected short- 
ly, the manufacturers-operators of 
the slot machines will spot them so 
the kids will not be in a position to 
get to them with ease. The child 








The Terrible Poor 


By Blanche Merrill 


I'm one of the poor that you always have with you 
The terrible poor that you have to cndure 

The poor that are here and have nothing to give you 
The heart heavy, heart weary, heart broken poor 
Discouraged, disheartened, disconsolate, sad 
Frightened and frantic and friendless and mad 
Stinted and stunted and stifled and gaunt 
Hungry and horded and horrid in want 

Waiting and watching and wondering why 
Wretched and weary and wanting to die 
Haggard and helpless and hopeless and wild 
Scheming and dreaming the dreams of a child 
Faces with traces of terrors and tears 

Pale pinched and peaked and old for their years 
Broken and battered and beaten and bruised ~ 
Crouching and cringing like creatures accused 
Cornered and crowded in quarters uncared 


angle is said to have been largely 
responsible for the recent raiding 





Dirt is on the skids. Noticeable 
in ali branches of show business all 
over the United States for some 
months and it’s now even mani- 
festing itself in book business for 
a compiete rout of the smut era. 

First indication the U. S. is ready 
to go back to entertainment with- 
out the drawn-shade atmosphere, 
was seen in the big b. o. success 
of ‘Smilin’ Through’ with at the 
same time a noticeable drop in the 
naughty girl type of films which 
had done best over some months 


previously. 
In the book line, several pub- 
lishers have noticed that flaming 


yarns are dwindling in sales. Most 
publishers putting out books for 
large library trade have cut down 
their lists and are looking for sim- 
pler fiction. About all the current 
best sellers are off the sex line. 
They show a tendency to romance 
and wholesomeness though a no- 
ticeable desire for books with some 
thought problems. 
Legit Cleanser 


In the legit field same thing is 
noticeable. Not as much flaunting 
of sex in current Broadway plays. 
The arrival of ‘Great Magoo’ (Bill, 
Rose) though built up by the 
whisperers around town as quite 





by New York city authorities con- 
fiscating or ordering the machines 
out. 

Another new slant on the slot 
machine racket is the leasing of the 
nickel, dime and quarter-eaters 
direct to the speak or place where 
they are in operation so that the 
syndicates controlling them will not 
have to worry about collections, ete. 
A few have already been installed | 
on this basis, it is stated. 

Inside of the operating angle is 
that only 50 machines are needed 
to make plenty of money, although 








Skinny and scanty and scrawny and scared 


Nursing on mothers too famished to feed 

Onward and onward and onward they trod 
Wondering whether or not there’s a God 

Screeching and screaming and howling with hate 
Blaspheming and damning and cursing their fate 

The poor—that you always have with you 

The terrible poor that you have to endure 

The poor that are here and have nothing to give you 
God lead them—God help them—God pity—the poor 


VINCE ASTOR ITS ANGEL | lord, Vincent Astor, who owns the 
| theatre property, is his backer. Jock 

Whitney also has money up. 
BESIDES HOUSE OWNER When the b. r. ran short, Burr be- 
jcame peeved and threatened to 
nie ante id : | withdraw his name from the entire 
Beatrice Lillie and Clark and Me- | works. Only a $15,000 advance 
Cullough as a team are receiving; from the brokers facilitated the ul- 














Striving and starving as blindly they breed 


| Atlantic 
| clothes, 





. timate opening. 
2, . B u- > 
$2,500 each In maha wide - Burr figured ag the financial! pro- 
sical, ‘Walk a Little Faster,” at the/ moter of the ‘New Yorkers’ which 
St. James, New York. Burr's land- 


®. Ray Goetz presented. 


there’s no definite average of 
profit. Latter commences to fall 
away after a short while, excepting 
in rowdy places with continual new | 
crowds. 


OLD CLOTHES BATTLE 


Won by Seaside—World’s Fair De- 
clared Out 





Hollywood, Dec. 12. 
In the battle between Chicago and 
City for stars’ cast-off 
the Producers Executive 
Committee has declared for the 
Steel Pier and turned the World’s 
Fair down cold. 

So confident was the Fair that it 
would be able to borrow the film 
exhibit, a main attraction on the 
Pier for the past three years, that 
it commissioned two architects to 
go to the coast. They did and 
stayed there for a month. Satisfied | 
that they had absorbed sufficient | 
colony atmosphere, the draftsmen' 





made ready to return to Chicago! 
and set to work building a replica! 
of Hollywood. iw 

The trip and time we a com-! 1 
plete waste Industry feels 


| ! 
écant stand expense, ‘ti 


smutty, has meant practically noth- 
ing at the box office. Quick flop. 


JOLSUN CALLED 
IMITATOR’ 
BY HICKS 








How priority makes an impres- 
sion on the unsophisticated hick 
public is manifested by the criti- 
cism to the ad agency and stations 
that Al Jolson, while good, is an 
‘imitation’ of Harry Richman and 
George Price, who have done his 
Style of singing first on the air. 

It parallels the sharp criticism 
meted out to Block and Sully when, 
as one of the Fleischmann-Vallee 
guest stars recently on the variety 
program, suffered comparison to 
3urns and Allen, who had gotten 
the jump with their radio rep. Both 
acts actually have been around the 
circuits for about the same length 
of time. Al..Boasberg writing 
kindred. type ‘dumbbell’ routines for 
each team. 


The showman’'s idea of Jolson's 
entrance into the etherized arena 
was that he would drive his tmita- 
tors to another style. Price as a 
boy prodigy with a Gus Edwards 
act imitated Jolson as his best rea- 
son for holding the job Richman 

as a piano player for Mae West 

‘n Jolson was at the top of his 
rlor in musical comedy at 
if ‘ Ne vy y Ork, 
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Amateur Producers Do Floppo in 


Trying Pre 


Holly wood, Dee. 12. 


Amateur picture makers, unlike 
the little theatre movement which 
contributes ideas and personnel to 
the legitimate stage, have nothing 


to offer professional films. This was 
disclosed in the first annual contest 
for amateur picture producers 
throughout the world staged by the 
American Society of Cinematog- 
raphers, which concluded last week 
wWith the selection of the first four 
prize winners. 

Pictures getting the first four 
places indicated that the best of the 
amateurs, due to mechanical limita- 


tions, can only produce footage to 
amuse friends. Though photog- 
raphy is their best effort. this is 


confined to scenery. When the ama- 
teur starts to photograph people 
and intimate enimate objects, he’s 
lost. Lack of lighting knowledge is 
their main fault. Even on exter- 
iors reflectors seem to be unknown, 
with makeup knowledge also slight. 
In their dramatic efforts they are 
brutal. On the amateur stage, dis- 
tance lends enchantment, whereas 
on the screen the amateur minus 
the distance is all feet and arms. 
Burlesque on ‘Tarzan’ 

First prize went to Ernest W. 
Page and William Palmer of Palo 
Alto, Cal. 30th 17-yvear-olds, they 
went to a boys’ camp and turned 
out a three-reel feature burlesquing 
‘Tarzan’ and titled ‘Tarzan, Jr.’ Cast 
is comprised of kids in the camp. 
The idea is fair, but the execution 
is poor. However, for youngsters it 
shows a great amount of stuff and 
in comparison with the other win- 
ners deserved first place. 

Second prize was awarded Tat- 
suichi Okamoto of Matsuyama, Ja- 
pan. Title of his single reeler is 
‘Lullaby,’ which depicts the emo- 
tions of a mother singing to her 
child. Photography is excellent, but 
the motivation was lost. 

Third was awarded a near stag 
single reeler, ‘I'd Be Delighted To,’ 
and was produced by S. W. Childs 
of New York. Nothing but hands 
and feet were photographed. Scene 
was a dinner with the male hands 
after the femme. End was a grop- 


ing routine, then to bed. 
Ambitious Amateurs 
Last place went to ‘The Black 
Door,’ produced by the Greenbrier 


Amateur Movie Club of White Sul- 
phur Springs, Va. Club got ambi- 
tious and used one of the army fly- 
ing fields and a flock of planes. 
Story was one of those mythical 
kingdom affairs with an unhappy 
ending. What the fans don’t like, 
the amateurs feature. 

Total subjects submitted was 200 
with entries coming from Canada, 
Australia, South Africa, Japan, Bel- 
zium, Korea, France, Folland, Eng- 
land and Italy. Range of subjects 
ran from scenics, travelogs, news 
films, medical, scientific, educa- 
tional, abstract modernistic films to 
treaties on amateur production 
technique. 

Most meritorious of the amateur 
pictures were those dealing with 
medical and educational subjects. 
However, due to their limited ap- 
peal, they were put into a class by 
themselves for special merit awards. 











fessional Film Fare 
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Only Suzy Knew 


When Paramount’s French 
picture ‘Miche’ opened at the 
Fifth Ave. Playhouse, New 


York, recently at least three of 
the New York critics men- 
tioned Suzy Vernon, the star, 
as a beautiful girl with possi- 
bilities for Hollywood. 


Nobody knew Suzy spent 
more than a year in Holly- 
wood. Despite speaking pretty 


good English, she didn’t even 


get a tumble. 











Navorro, Other Latin 
Names Will Finance, 
Produce Spanish Pix 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 

His contract at Metro expiring in 
five months, after two more pic- 
tures, Ramon Navorro is organizing 
a group of name Spanish and Mex- 
ican talent to go into Spanish lan- 
guage production here on a com- 
monwealth basis. 

Lined up with-him on the plan 
are Jose Mojica, Fox Spanish star; 
Delores Del Rio, Martenez Sierra, 
playwright, also at Fox, and the 
latter’s actress wife, Catalina Bar- 
cena. 

Intention is for the group to fi- 
nance their own pictures and to 
limit the films to a $40,000 max- 
imum budget, with the intention of 
getting release in Spain and in the 
South and Central American coun- 
tries through one of the major re- 
leasing organizations. 

Tentatively the first to be made 
will be ‘The Cradle Song,’ play by 
Sierra. 





MACDONALD’S DATES 


Most Stage Personals at new Rex 


in Paris 
Jeannette MacDonald sails for 
Europe this week on the S. S. Conte 


di Savoia to play about five weeks 
in Paris and Berlin. Mostly stage ap- 
pearances with, included a p. a. at 
the Rex, newest Paris deluxe house. 

Bob Ritchie, Miss MacDonald's 
manager, sailed Friday (9) on the 
Paris in order to get in a week or 
more of builder-uppering. 

Current trip is an aftermath of 
Miss MacDonald’s visit a year ago, 
when she did exceptionally well. 


Mack Ill—Replaced 


Los Angeles, Dec. 12. 

With Russel Mack stricken by flu 
Thursday (8), Universal decided on 
Willie Wyler to finish directing 
‘Private Jones,’ starting today. 

One more week finishes picture 
with Mack, when recovering, going 
to Metro. 
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WILL MAHONEY 


The Hollywood Citizen ‘News’ said: 
“Will Mahoney, the star of Sid 
Grauman’s' prologue to ‘Grand 
Hotel,’ was a sensation. He won 
and deserved a tremendous ova- 
tion.” 





Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 


PAR PAYS $25,000 FOR 
B’WAY’S FLOPPING PLAY 


During the past week Paramount 











closed for the film rights to the 
rene Fowler-Ben Hecht show ‘Great 
Magoo,’ at a price around $25,000. 


Deal went through despite a notice 
was up for the flop play's closing 
Saturday (10). 

Al Lewis, producer for Par at its 


coast studio, is said to have been 
instrumental in swinging the Par 
buy. 





No Break in Two Years 
Sends McLaglen Abroad 


Hollywood, Dee. 12. 

Clifford McLaglen, brother of Vic- 
tor McLaglen, who since coming 
here two years ago has been unable 
to get a break in pictures, -left 
Saturday (10) for Germany. Mrs. 
McLaglen accompanies him. 

Before coming to Hollywood Mc- 
Laglen was starred in German and 
French pictures. He expects to re- 
sume with UFA, 


15 Mos. Round World 


Edith Ryan, film scribe and press 
agent, returned yesterday (Monday) 
on the ‘Britannic’ from a 15 months’ 
trip around the world. 

Toward the end of the week she 
will take off for Hollywood. 











Guy Bolton Out 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 


Guy Bolton has left Fox as 





writer. 





Conn Hopes to Win Back Fortune — 
Lost in Theatres, by Producing 





Providence, Dec. 12. 
figure in theatrical circles here, left 
Wednesday (7), flat broke, for Cali- 
fornia to join a son, Maurice, who 
is associated with an independent 
producing company there. Conn 
recently lost $2,000,000 in a the- 
atrical financial bust, which sent his 
newly built Metropolitan and also 
Olympia theatres, along with valu- 
able real estate holdings to the auc- 
tion block. 

Before leaving Providence Conn 
told newspapermen that he hopes 
to recover his losses by producing 
three pictures in association with 
his son. 

‘Within a year I will come back 
to Providence and I will buy back 
the Metropolitan theatre,’ Conn said. 





| from 


| here he 
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‘Then I will run 


Conn came to Providence in 1917 
New Hampshire with $28- in 
pockets. Shortly after arrival 
entered the show business, 


his 


j}and operated the Gaiety theatre, 
jnow the site of the million dollar 
Loew's State. 

li) 10 vears time he accumulated 


;close to a million by dabbling in 
Capt. Jacob Conn, long a colorful | real estate. 


When his Gaiety the- 
atre was razed, Conn built the 
Olympia in Olneyville at a cost of 
$750,000. Little by little he picked 
up valuable lana in the downtown 
section. Part of the land was used 
as a site for a 250-car garage. Last 
year he broke ground for his Met. 
adjoining the garage. 
Only 2 Months 

The Met. stood him $900,000, not 
counting cost of land. Conn had 
planned to start building an apart- 
ment house in conjunction with his 
theatre. Financial reverses halted 
this. Less than two months after 
the Met. was opened as a combo 
house, it went on the auction block 








it as 1 wanted to} 
|}in the first place.’ 


to satisfy creditors. 

The Olympia theatre closed Sat- 
urday (10), and will reopen Dec. 
24, operated by the Merton Com- 
pany of Boston. 

As for the Metropolitan, which 
has a seating capacity of 3,400, it 
is understood that several persons 
are interested in taking it over. It 
does not look like any local inter- 
;ests will have anything to do with 


|} operating the house. 


l|into production 








Fraud Order on Rudolph W. Mayer's. 


Stock Selling Co. 





Bryson’s Hot Wienies 


Jimmy Bryson, for many 
years head of Universal Pic- 
tures in London, is now head 
of a different kind of Universal. 
It’s Universal Food Supplies 
Company, that meaning a chain 
of hot dog stands. 

It all came out when Bryson 
sent out invitation cards, in 
approved picture fashion, for 
the opening of his stands. 











A Blackjack Behind 


‘Guesting’ in Shorts 
By Some Columnists 


The guest artist thing for talk- 
ing shorts has evolved into a gimme 
which has the talent plenty peeved 
against the scribes who have been 
signed to make these shorts. 

The columnists and newspaper- 
men are given: fancy contracts for 
one to 13 shorts, with the expressed 
proviso they will provide suitable 
name talent as their ‘guest artists.’ 
That means the guests work on the 
cuff, with the scribes collecting and 
the talent laboring under the belief 
that if they don’t ‘oblige’ they may 
get in on a panning routine. 

One columnist is directly accused 
of doing that already. 





‘BEER’ A FILM COMEDY 


Durante and Keaton in It—Started 
by Metro 


Hollywood, Dee. 12. 


Metro is trying to beat the other 
companies at the barrier, slipping 
today (Mon.) a 
story titled ‘Beer.’ Script was put 
through in 10 days. It is a comedy 
based on the assumption that the 
country has been given beer, since 
it is figured that by the time the 
story is ready for release this will 
be the situation. 

Plot narrates a struggle between 
the breweries and the racketeers. 
Jimmy Durante and Buster Keaton 
are co-starred with Thelma Todd 
being sought as the leading woman. 
Edward Sedgewick will direct. Dia- 
log is by Bob Hopkins, who created 
the idea for the story. 

It’s on an 18-day schedule. 


ZASU PITTS SAFE 
Hollywood Dec. 12. 


Zasu Pitts out of danger after 
serious condition following com- 
plicated abdominal operation § in 


California hospital. 
Expected to leave in two weeks. 





SAILINGS 


Dec 21 (London to New York) 
Arthur Loew, Mr. and Mrs. Irving 
Mills (Majestic). 

Dec. 16 (New York to Paris) Feo- 
dor Chaliapin (Bremen). 

Dec. 16 (London to New York) 
Marilyn Miller, Don Alvarado, Bill 
Tilden (Europa). 

Dee. 15 (New York to London) 
Foy Large, Frank Morgan, Fedor 
Chaliapin (Bremen). 

Dec. 14 (New York to Paris), 
Jeanette MacDonald (Conte di Sa- 
voia). 

Dee. 12 (London to 
Douglas Fairbanks, 
Kenneth Davenport, 
Lewis (Champlain). 


New York), 
Allan Zoone, 
Charles L. 


Dec. 10 (New York to Los An- 
geles) Helen Twelvetrees, Frank 
Woody (Pennsylvania). 

Dec. 9 (London to New York) 


Arch Selwyn, Colin Clive (Bremen). 

Dec. 9 (Berlin to New York) Vera 
Schwarz (Bremen). 

Dec. 9 (Paris to New York) Rudi 
Sieber (Bremen). 

Dec. 9 (New York to Paris), Fob 
Ritchie (Paris). 

Dec. 8 (Shanghai to Paris), Beth 
Berri (Conte Rosso). 

Dec. 7 (New York to Berlin), Edna 
Covey (Roosevelt). 

Dec. 7 (New York to Londen), 
Mr. and Mrs. Fritz Kreisler, Mr. 
and Mrs. Gilbert Miller, Charles 
Laughton, John Van Druten, Mark 





Hanna, Basil Dean, Dodie Smith 


in Baltimore 


Baitimore, Dec. 12. 
Attorney-General's office on Sate 





urday (10) issued an order to the 
Mayer Pictures, Inc., headed by 
Rudolph W. Mayer, identified as 


the brother of Louis B. Mayer, to 
stop operations involving the of- 
fering and _ selling of stock in 
Maryland, pending further investi- 
gation. 

Mayer has been in town a few 
weeks. He explained to the Dep- 
uty Attorney-General, it was the 
purpose of his company to make a 
series of 26 shorts on bridge, both 
from an instructive and comic an- 
gles, with the shorts to be released 
asanew medium of advertising for 
national cOmmercial enterprises. 

To be featured in these shorts 
was Mrs. J. Ralph Emery, local 
bridge expert, and who was down 
on the company’s book to draw $100 
weekly. Mrs. Emery, who writes a 
bridge column for the Baltimore 


‘Post,’ Scripps-Howard evening 
paper, had several times offered 
herself to Loew’s locally for per- 


sonal appearances at the vaudfilm 
Century, but had never made the 
grade. 

In the testimony, Mayer said that 
he had approximately $7,000 in- 
vested in the company, and that 
Mrs. Blanche K. Rosenstein had 
about $4,000 in the affair. Mayer 
claimed that his overhead was 
about $1,800 weekly, which included 
$750 hotel expenses for himself and 
his associates, some $200 . paid 
weekly to Ben W. Fink as advance 
commission on stock sales, Fink be- 
ing down to receive 20% of all sales 
as well as an overwriting of 5% 
on sales by other men in the ore 
ganization. 

$500 Wk. for Mayer 

Mrs. Rosenstein was receiving 
$100 for her work in obtaining cos- 
tumes and locations for the pice 
tures, and a director listed at $150 
weekly. Mayer himself admitted to 
drawing $500 each week and that 
legal expenses amounted to $650, 
When asked if he thought he was 
worth $500 weekly, Mayer answered 
in the affirmative, ‘because I feel 
lending my name to this company, 
and while I know enough about 
the production end of the business 
to know who I ean get, lay my 
hands on, the connection I have, I 
think is very valuable to any mo- 
tion picture. 

Mayer said that he considered his 
name, ‘synonymous with everything 
valuable in the motion picture busie 
ness.’ 

When asked if he wanted to cap- 
italize on his brother’s name, Maye 
er answered, ‘Yes, I think I am ene 
titled to it.’ 


Though Mayer testified that his 
brother’s company is not inter- 
ested in his firm, Loew’s locally 


had been continually contacted by 
him. Mayer would invite performe 
ers from Loew’s Century to come 
up to his hotel suite and then tell 
his friends, who were invited for 
the occasion, that they were worke- 
ing for his brother’s company. To 
the end that it became necessary 
for Loew’s locally to post notices 
in the dressing rooms to have nothe 
ing to do with Rudolph Mayer. 

Mayer also claimed to have a 
new process for cheap disking of 
radio programs. 

Halt order from the Attorneye 
General's office read, in part, ‘it 
appearing to the Attorney-General 
that Mayer Pictures, Inc., has been 
employing and is about to employ\a 
scheme or artifice to defraud in the 
sale of stock to residents of Mary- 
land....’ 





Dick Powell’s Divorce 


Granted in Home Town 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 12. 

Dick Powell, for three years m.c. 
at the Enright and Stanley here 
and now in Hollywood under cone 
tract to Warner Brothers, was 
granted a divorce last week in Lit- 
tle Rock, Ark., Powell’s home town, 
from Mrs. Mildred Maud Powell, of 
Hemphill, Texas. Screen actor filed 
a deposition charging his wife with 
cruelty and was given a decree in 
Little Rock without putting in an 
appearance there. 


Although the suit was not cone 
tested, Mrs. Powell entered a gen- 
eral denial of the charges. It’s 


understood that she 

cash settlement. 
The Powells were married in Lit- 

tle Rock in 1925 and separated in 


was given a 
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Wampas Star List Weakest Ever; 
Producer Meddlin’ Kills Interest; 
Faux Pas Elects Vaude Player 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 

Viewpoint on the coast is that 
the Wamras Baby star list this 
year is the weakest ever picked by 
the press agent organization. A 
marked apathy on the part of the 
producers was shown with little in- 
terest seen in the nominations for 
the honor, necessitating a previous 
postponement of the election be- 
cause of an insufficiency of names 
suggested. 

Interference by the Producers As- 
sociation is figured as having much 
to do with the general lack of in- 
terest and the scarcity of worth- 
while talent on the list. Hays office 
had warned the p. a.’s there would 
be no producer co-operation unless 
the Wampas guaranteed at least 
one starlet for every member of its 
organization. 

Ultimatum was to forestall the 
duplication of last year’s affair when 
Fox was entirely left out in the se- 
lection of future bets, to elect its 
own starlets, and followed later by 
a resignation of all Fox men from 
the publicity men’s organization. 

Six ‘Free Lances’ 


To assure a candidate for every 
Hays office member the starlets 
were voted by studio instead of by 
an ‘at-large’ system, although six 
names were on the ballot as ‘free 
lance p'‘ayers.’ Due to a tie among 
three of the latter it was decided 


after election to have 15 names on 
the honored list instead of the tra- 
ditional 13. 

The producer insistence that every 
major be represented resulted in at 
least one mixup when Lillian Miles 
was elected as Columbia's candi- 
date over Toshio Mori, the Japanese 
girl who played in ‘Bitter Tea of 
General Yen.’ The name of Miss 
Miles went on the ballot at the 
11th hour, without the sanction of 
Columbia, later to be found that 
she had left the studio and is now 
in vaude. 

Girl was then shifted to the free- 
lance class and later, when it was 
learned that she did not intend an 
early return to Hollywood, the 
Wampas wired asking her to with- 
draw in ordor that Miss Mori’s name 
might go on the list for Columbia. 

The Fifteen Winners 

Those chosen were Lona Andre, 
Par; Lillian Bond, free lance; Mary 
Carlisle, Metro; June Clyde, free 
lance; Patricia Ellis, Warners; 
Ruth Hall, Sam Goldwyn; Eleanor 
Holm, First National; Evalyn 
Knapp, free lance; Dorothy Layton, 


freelance; Boots Mallory, Fox; Lil- 
lian Miles, free lance; Ginger 
Rogers, free lance; Marian Shock- 
ley, Educational; Gloria Stuart, 
Universal and Dorothy Wilson, 
Radio. 


Lona Andre was the winner of the 
Paramount Panther girl contest and 


currently is working in a western 
at that studio, although she has 
not yet been seen on the screen. 


Paramount’s other candidate, Gail 
Patrick, was also a Panther contest 


entrant. 
Lillian Bond was previously un- 
der contract to Warners but was 


later dropped. Mary Carlisle from 
legit has done a few small parts in 
Metro pictures. June Clyde is a 
veteran in pictures, coming in with 
the advent of talkers. Patricia El- 
lis, Warner winner, is the daughter 
of Alexander Leftwich, former stage 
director now at Radio. 
Swim Champ Named 

Ruth Hall was the femme lead in 
Eddie Cantor’s ‘Kid From Spain,’ 
and had previously played opposite 


+ 


| Divorce’ and 





Marlene’s Wardrobe 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 

Famed Dr. Mary Walker, 
through an act of Congress, 
Was permitted to wear men’s 
clothing during her life follow- 
ing the Civil War. No act of 
Congress licenses the wearing 
of men’s clothing by Marlene 
Dietrich, who now has prac- 
tically discarded women’s at- 
tire in favor of the more sen- 
sational business and_ sport 
clothes of the opposite sex for 
street wear. 

One of Hellywood’s ace tai- 
lors has just completed six 
male suits for her, one a dinner 
suit which she recently wore at 
a formal affair. Miss Dietrich 
has picked up where Greta 
Garbo left off, and has gone a 
bit farther than the Swedish 
star, who confined her male at- 
tire to slacks. 


PAR MUST PLAY 
AND PAY, SEZ 
IMPORTEE 


Paramount closed for Dorothea 
Wiecke, German actress, Thursday 
(8) with a most unusual contract. 
Paper states that Paramount must 
use her in at least one featured role 
during the time she’s in Holly- 
wood, 

Miss Wiecke is the girl that Par 
got interested in when she played in 
“Maedchen in Uniform.’ Metro also 
bid for her, but Par got 2 first offer 
in through Ike Blumenthal. Before 
signing any papers, the girl made a 
full two-reel test. in English, re- 
doing sequences from ‘My Sin,’ the 
Tallulah Bankhead film. This test 
was sent to Hollywood before sig- 
naturing, Miss Wiecke preferring 
that way. She speaks English flu- 
ently, though with a soft accent. 

Miss Wiecke insisted she be 
guaranteed a good part before 
going over, to avoid the possibility 
of being brought to America, as has 
happened with some European im- 
ports and put on a shelf for a while. 
Her contract is for one year with 
the usual string or optiens for four 
more, but she won't start until about 
March, because having one picture 
to finish in Frerlin first. 














Hartwig on Dialog 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 
William Hartwig, former Froh- 
man stage director, engaged by Fox 
as dialog director on ‘His Majesty’s 
Car.’ 


Girls Tested 


Jean Fontai and Dennie 
both im current Broadway 
were screen-tested by Radio Pic- 
tures last week. Girls are in ‘Gay 
‘The Great Magoo,’ re- 


Moore, 


shows, 


spectively. 








Joe FE. Brown at Warners. She is 
considered one of the very few girls | 
on the list with star possibilities. | 
Eleanor Holm, who has yet to be 
seen on the screen, is the Olympic 
swimming champ. | 
Evalyn Knapp gets on the list 
(Continued on page 11.) } 
° 
Dunn-Eilers, Leads 
Hollywood, Dee. 12. 
James Dunn and Saliy Bilers set 
by Fox for ‘Department Store.’ 


GHEVALIER'S RED 
AUINS BAK TASTE 


Frenchman’s Bad Flop on 
Chicago Stage Wallop 
Against Usual Names— 
Chi Circuit Now Talking 
Operatic Stars 





AND NO ALIBI 


Chicago, Dec. 12. 

Balaban & Katz organization 
felt rather sickish last week. Be- 
side the question of to close or not 
to close several houses with their 
minds changed daily on that subject 
the melancholy realization has been 
born in that $12,000 stage head- 
liners can fall down. Maurice Che- 
valier had been counted upon in a 
big way and the contrast between 
expectations and actuality was too 
painfully red to b> laughed off. 
B&K’s Chicago theatre with Che- 
valier is reported to have lost $15,- 
000 on the week. 

Alibi that the picture was poor, 
ascribed to Chevalier himself, 
couldn’t be accepted. But they 
couldn't quite get around the fact 
that the picture was no wo:se than 
others they have played at the 
Chicago and that having paid $12,000 
for a stage headliner B&K couldn't 
very well be expected to guarantee 
the headliner against a headache, 
too. 

In other words, there was a clear- 
cut reason for paying a headliner 
that kind of money. He was sup- 
posed to deliver. 

Locally it is felt that the Cheva- 
lier brodie may very well become 
the turning point in the attitude of 
B&K toward expensive headliners. 
In the past bad business could al- 
ways be explained on the plea, 
‘Well, if we had had a stronger 
show we would have done better.’ 

Few Good Toppers 

B&K is now flirting with the idea 
of getting big operatic singers in 
the hope that they can draw where 
picture stars don’t. B&K feels that 
radio names have boosted their sal- 
aries to ridiculous figures and that 
the draw of any radio act is always 
dubious. So that limits this class 
to an occasional booking. Novel- 
ties such as Siamese Twins and Jim 
Londos, the wrestler, have been dis- 
astrous. There are all too few de- 
pendable box office cards. 

Operatic names thus far men- 
tioned in discussions include, by re- 
port, Chaliapin, Rosa Raisa, Mary 
Garden, Tito Schipa and Amelita 
Galli-Curci. Idea is to book only 
operatic luminaries known to the 
general Chicago public. Various 
New Yc x twinklers like Gigli, Mar- 
tinelli, even if available, are deemed 
risky for Chicago. 





Kvale’s Screen Job 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 
Al Kvale, picture house master of 
ceremonies, has a screen job. 
He starts at Warners Jan. 2. 








George Raft Funny Kind of Star: 


Very Frank and 


Tells the Truth— 


Nite Club Training Great Help 


By Cecelia Ager 





Happy Ending Out 


After watching the reaction 
of the first two performances 
of ‘Farewell to Arms’ at the 
Criterion, New York, Para- 
mount has about decided to 
shelve the happy ending. 

Company made a happy end- 
ing to use outside the first run 
New York house, but now fig- 
ures audience will prefer the 
tear-jerking death scene to 
close with. 


WHITE COLLAR 
MEX STRIKE 
STARTLING 











New York foreign offices are up- 
set about the action of Mexican 
Film Union in declaring a strike 
against Fox, Metro and Universal. 
Figured by all that giving in will 
mean headaches all over the world, 
with an agreement for all the Amer- 
ican companies to stand together in 
the thing. 

Started when the Union of Rent- 
ers of Motion Pictures in Mexico 
City told Fox the office help wasn’t 
getting enough salary. First time 
Fox had ever heard of a white col- 
lar union and told the lads they'd 
pay what they wanted, with the re- 
sult a boycott was declared against 
Fox. Then the Union added that 
not only did they want more money 
for the clerks, bookers, etc., but 
they wanted to be able to dictate 
firing and hiring. That to include 
everybody in the exchange. 

Arguments resulting ended in the 
spreading of the thing to take in 
Universal and Metro also, although 
later the action against these com- 
panies was withdrawn, 

Fear expressed that should the 
Mexicans win out on the thing, 
other world countries might follow, 
with the New York offices of all 
film companies instructing their 
Mexican reps that show business 
can’t be unionized that way, with 


the exception of the purely mechan- | 


ical ends. 


Radio Retains Billie Burke 





Hollywood, Dec. 12. | 
After much dickering, Billie | 
Burke and Radio Pictures have got- | 
ten together on ‘Christopher Strong,’ | 
for which the studio wanted her. | 
As in her first talker, the actress 
will again be coupled with Kath- 
arine Hepburn. 








Stage Show Shrinkage a Worry 








Loop Merchants Apprehensive of Dark 
Stages Over Town 





Chicago, Dec. 12. 
It is likely that after January 
for a time Chicago will have only 


two stage show houses, 
eagco and RKO's Palace 
are candidates 


| 
= . | 
3&K’s Chi- | 
Neighbor- | 
hoods 


for straight 


Miss Fontai is the wife of Chick 
| Chandler, engaged by Radio a week | 
ago. He leaves tomorrow (Wednes- } 
day) by aute, due on the Radio lot} 
Dec. 24 

— —- be ; | 
| pictures, as is the downtown Ort~| 
. | ants ay Stata i oa : 
Cooper and Sidney Se ee | 
Hollywood, Ds | Merchants were reported if not 

Gary Cooper is assigned to tl inicked, at least tren iulou Ove! 
llead in ‘Pickup,’ Vina Delmar stor the prospect of a loop with black- 
being made by ] Ss erg for; éned marquees. While perhaps the] 
Paramo t release 

Sylvia Sidney will play opposite. 


the shopkeepers are or 


vaguely aware of the importance of! 


lure 


| theatres to mercantile spending, the 


keener business men appreciate t 
of those big loop houses, 
downtown department | 


; 
Chicago's | 
cause of 


stores have an additional 

worry for, unlike most large cities 
the outlying districts are not al- 
together dependent upon the loop 
for shopping. Whole city is dotted 
With large, smartly operated de- 
partmer stores o that with little 
theatrical bait to bring people int 
the loop there may very easily be 
in appreciable effect upon the mer- 
‘antile tills. 


to 
| somebody I hate and visualize him 


+ a 


George Raft doesn’t go for this 
glamour stuff. He's a picture star 
now but he’s no different inside, 
George says. 

Night club training helps a guy 
remember, says Raft. He doesn’t 
kid himself, fall for this ‘glamour- 
ous hooey.” What does it boil down 
to? He can pay $135 for a suit 
now, and what happens—so he 
wears it to a benefit at the Astor. 
Announces he'll sign autographs 
and in the crush his new suit gets 
ripped. Well, at least he knows 
how to write his name now. There 
was even some dame who asked 
him to sign his autograph on her 
back. 

Georgie’s been around; he gets it 
straight. He's riding on a beautiful 
piece of luck and hopes it will last. 
But if it doesn't, if they get on to 
him, he'll get along. 

‘Say, if it comes to that.’ said 
Mr. Raft, looking out of his Brook- 
Ivn Paramount star dressing 2oom 
window at the snow storm, ‘I can 
zo out there and get $4 a day push- 
ing snow. T've worked with my 
hands and arms before—I can do it 
again. I've always been like a 
20 to 1 shot—always trving.’ 

Can't Get It 

Though he appreciates it, Mr. 
Raft can’t sympathize with the way 
people go crazy to see a celeb. Even 
as a kid he wouldn't cross the street 
to look at one. Like he was in 
London when Lindbergh arrived. 
Everybody swarmed to the Croyden 
airport. Not Georgie. ‘I'll wait,” 
he says. ‘I'm no star gazer. When 
I'm ready to take a look, I'll take 
a good lok.’ , 

These invitations to Park Avenue 
parties don’t dizzy him, either, 
Found out what they were worth 
when he was a night club dancer, 
‘Those girls don’t want you,’ he 
recalls. ‘They're thrill seekers, 
that’s all. I'd rather see the gang 
on 10th avenue, Say hello to every- 
body you meet going up—because 
you meet the same people coming 
down.’ 

Steadied by his combined 16th 
avenue and night club philosophy, 
Mr. Raft refuses to consider him- 
self an actor. He's a dancer, yes, 
but the minute he starts acting, he's 
through. He's got his own way of 
| working out scenes—and that is to 
| figure what he'd do if he were in 
such a spot. He’s okay when direc- 
tors don’t try to change him: let 
them tell him to give it a little 
| more than he’s giving it, and right 
away he’s a bust, George claims. 

The way Raft sees it, he's strictly 
hard-boiled, 2 come on, come here 
guy with the girls in pictures and 
that’s just the way he wants to 
stay. He doesn't want the studio 
to try to sweeten him. He's not the 
type. If he’s any good in pictures, 
it’s because he’s himself, 

Georgie’s Technic 

He doesn’t know anything about 
acting, says Georgie. ‘If they say 
I'm acting, :t’s all right, too. I don’t 
know what I do but it’s not acting. 
it’s me. Supposing I'm supposed 
hate a guy. Then I think of 





instead of the actor. Same way 
when I’m supposed to be in love 
with the heroine. I think of a girl 


{ could be crazy about and though 


I'm saving to the actress “I love 
you, darling,” all the time I keep 
thinking of the othe party and 
iying to n elf, “Baby, you're 
—Ul eu 
This being a picture star would 
e all right, admits Mr. Raft, if 
did make the men turn against 
1 It hurts him when he’s out 
ind yme girl recognizing him, says 
ort, ‘Isn't I and 
the fellow gives } a dirty 
p H v ing for a picture 
t ys on doing what he’s told. 
says ( recie, just ] ‘ i ; Wid 
3 2 an office 
I t | I s W 1. 
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Important RKO Board Meeting 
Wednesday (14)—Year Reviewed 
Theatres-Studio-Finances Up 


There is the possibility that Har- 
old Franklin may be assigned by 
the RKO higherups to go to the 
studio in a new executive capacity, 
as presently insiders hold little hope 
for David Selznick continuing with 
the company, or at the most being 
limited to having charge of a sin- 
gle unit of four of five films for 
production. 

Nothing along this line may be 
positive until after the RKO Board 
meets tomorrow (14), in the most 
important session of the directors 
this year. Not only will the ex- 
perience and the results thereof of 
the present RKO administration go 
on review before this body, but ad- 
ditionally the question of the com- 
pany’s financial status will be 
talked about. 

Who will run the studio and how 


it will be run and whether the 
studio is to be unitized will be 
decided. B. B. Kahane, president 


of Radio Pictures, arrived Sunday 

(11) from the coast and is believed 

to have come prepared with a new 

unit plan which will be presented 
for discussion and an okay by the 
directorate. 

Monday (12), Kahane had a long 
session with M. H. Aylesworth, his 
chief, preparatory to the board 
meeting. 

An announcement with the studio 
situation, included, is looked for 
after tomorrow’s meeting. 

Present reports have Franklin 
departing for the coast shortly after 
the Board meeting. This trip may 
have no connection with the com- 
pany’s new plans, but to permit 
Franklin to spend the holidays with 
his family. 

Big Savings 

On the financial status of the 
’ company, the RKO heads are pre- 
pared to offer a detailed statement 
as to the improved conditions of the 
entire outfit with economies so far 
perfected amounting to over $8,000,- 
000 on the year. 

The problem is still what RKO 

will do with its Orpheum Circuit 
houses and there is still the chance 
that these houses may be let go 
unless certain adjustments in the 
earrying charges can be had from 
the owners of the property. 
' A report that RCA advised RKO 
further funds would not be forth- 
coming until the company had 
ironed out other financial problems 
seems to have been overstated. 
There is still around $3,500,000 said 
to be due from RCA to RKO on de- 
benture subscriptions. 


Kahane East Carrying 
Selznick Propesitions 





} 
ie 
; 
ie 





Hollywood, Dee. 12. 
; Leaving here Wednesday night 
7), Ben B. Kahane, president of 


et 









tadio, arrived in New York Sun- 
#«@ay to attend the RKO-Radio board 
1eeting Wednesday (14). He took 
st with htm three propositions 
bmitted by David O. Selznick re- 
irding a new deal for the studio 
oduction head. 

Meeting was scheduled to pass 
on reduction of total program for 
next season to 24 pictures made on 
the Radio lot and additional cheaper 
product from indies producing at 


Pathe. 
Kahane is not expected to remain 
in New York more than four or 


five days. 
3elief in New York is that Selz- 
nick will be held to unit produc- 


ing if remaining with Radio Pic- 
tures, 

An announcement on the studio 
decision is expected during this 
week. 


Salvage in ‘Western’ 


Hollywood, Dee. 12. 


to get some salvage 


Hoping 


‘Born to Fight,’ shelved after $150,- | 


000 had been spent on the produc- 
tion, Fox will try to incorporate a 
considerable portion of the footage 
into the next George O’Brien West- 
ern. This will go into production in 
January. 

New feature 
fs titled ‘From 


is by Zane Grey and 


Misso iri.’ 


on | 





Crashes, Flu Holdup 


Hollywood, Dee. 12. 

After two plane crashes and a 
trio on the sick list, Warners has 
called off production on ‘Grand 
Central Airport.’ its jinx feature, 
until the recovery of Richard Bar- 
thelmess from flu and Sally Eilers 
from bronchitis. 

William Wellman, the director, 
was laid up with the flu also, prior 
to the current halt. Resumption 
expected at the end of the week. 

Picture started off wrong when 
commercial aviation interests suc- 
ceeded in getting offending se- 
quences changed. 


NO SETTLEMENT ASKED 
BY FELD OR CHATKIN 


There will be no settlement of the 
Milt Feld and Dave Chatkin con- 
tracts by Paramount, each of which 
had a year and a half to go. Under 
Feld’s contract the salary cuts he 
took in P-P were said to have been 
restored to him last summer when 


he first wanted to resign. 

In view of the resignation of Feld 
and Chatkin voluntarily rather than 
under pressure, neither will press 
for a settlement. 

Giving up their offices in Para- 
mount-Publix earlier than the Jan. 
2 expected, Feld and Chatkin have 
taken temporary offices with the 
William Morris agency which has 
two floors in the Mayfair theatre 
building. Later on they will take 
other quarters, but whether the duo 
will operate their proposed circuit 
from New York or not will depend 
on where they round up houses. 

Feld denies he and Chatkin will 
tie in with Sam Katz in any way. 

‘We're going to operate ourselves 
and for ourselves,’ states Feld, add- 
ing he’s already amazed at the num- 
ber of theatres people want to get 
rid of. 

Milton J. Feld and David J. Chat- 
kin, as partners in Chatfeld The- 
atres, are leaving New York to- 
morrow (Wednesday) on a brief 
trip to look over several theatres 
which have been offered them. 
Houses remain undivulged pending 
decision to go into any deals. Both 
say they have decided against load- 
ing up heavily on houses. 














BYRAM TO PAR 


‘Times’ Drama Ed Succeeds Doran 
As Story Scout 








John Byram has resigned as dra- 
matic editor of the New York 
‘Times’ to join Paramount in the 


eAst. He will replace D, A. Doran 
who recently withdrew as Broad- 
way play and talent scout. 

Byram will be succeeded on the 
dramatic desk by Lewis Nichols of 
the ‘Times’ city staff. 


CULLMAN NEW 
RCVR. OLD ROXY 


Howard Cullman, Jr., is the new 
receiver for the oid Roxy, appoint- 
ed to the post yesterday (12) by 
Federal Judge Caffey. Cullman is 
a member of the N. Y. Port Author- 
ity and a director of the County 


Trust Co. of New York. His ap- 
pointment came by unanimous 
agreement on his selection by all 
the groups interested in the old 
Roxy. 

Cullman is a close friend and as- 
sociate of Al Smith and was treas- 
urer of Gov.-elect Herbert Lehman's 
campaign for the gubernatorial post 
in New York. He acted in a simi- 
lar capacity for Pres.-elect Frank- 
lin D. Roosevelt in the latter’s 1928 
Governorship race. 

The new receiver assumes his 
post officially on Thursday (15) 
when Harry G. Kosch steps out. 

So far Judge Caffey has not made 
known any decision on the change 
of name for the spot. It is likely 
that he will either confirm or re- 
verse Special Master Addison 
Pratt’s finding in favor of RKO 
some time this week so as to allow 
for an early and quick appeal by the 
losing side. 

Al Smith’s name was among those 
submitted to Federal Judge Caffey 
as a likely receiver for the old 
Roxy theatre to succeed Attorney 
Harry Kosch, resigned. Latter’s 
fee was fixed at $5,000 for the dura- 
tion of his term which expires of- 
ficially this Thursday (15). 

Inside on the situation is that 
Kosch’s resignation was  pre-de- 
termined by the bondholders’ group 
who considered his operation of the 
spot inexperienced for the most 
part. 

Meantime plans~are going ahead 
to give the old spot some impetus 
for public appeal by turning over 
the house for one or two weeks to 
the Unemployment Relief Fund 
Committee, and having that group 
headed by Al Smith take charge, 
with the possibility a score or more 
big names from the vaude, legit and 
concert field will be spotted there 
for the charity purpose. 














College Man and Dignity for Pres 





M.P.T.O.A. Post Pays Nothing but Publicity 
—Lightman Moving Out 





Getting a successor to M. A. 
Lightman as president is proving 
a problem to Motion Picture Thea- 
tre Owners America policy 
moulders. They are insisting he be 
a college man as well as an ex- 
hibitor and that he lend all of the 


of 


necessary dignity as well as 
shrewdness to the office. 
George Giles of Camden is not 


only an exhibitor, but a Harvard 
grad. They are thinking about him 
now for the post because ill health 
has counted out Lewen Pizer. 
Fred Wehrenberg of St. Louis is 
another prospect. Fred is one of 
the few indies in the U. S. who is 
still a millionaire and a bank presi- 
dent. 
Others 
dendall, 
sissippi, 
| waukee. 
The president's chair, other 
the publicity it rates, is 





Ed Kuy- 
from Mis- 
Myer of Mil- 


mentioned are 
the flery indie 
and Fred 


than 
without 





j}compensation. This is one of the 
reasons for many potential candi- 
dates being counted out at. the 
start. It requires a lot of hard 
work and considerable’ traveling. 
| Lightman paid much of his own 
exponses. 

The job, incidentally, has been | 
withourt compensation since Pete 
| Woodhull was president. Woodhull 
j received $200 a week. 

id “= 
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11¢ AND 28c NITE PRICES 


2 Houses in Meridian, Miss., Cut— 
11-17 Mats 








Birmingham, Dec, 12. 

With price cutting all over the 
South the houses at Meridian have 
got down to cents. The Saenger, 
Meridian, is advertising matinee 
prices at 11 and 17 cents; evenings, 
11 and 28 cents. At the Strand 
prices are the same. 

Double features have been shown 
in Meridian at the same prices. 

With the low admissions it is im- 
possible for the theatres to absorb 
the 10 percent state tax. 


Levine Seeks 2 Yarns 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 
Hoping to find two stories suit- 











}able for $75,000 pictures, Nat Le- 
vine has assigned his assistant, 


| Harry Poppe, to lend an ear to all 
| agents, writers, directors or any- 
| body else who can supply a theme 
| tor the films. 

Pix will be specials on the Mascot 
program costing around twice as 
|much as the regular features, They 
|} will boost Mascot’s program to six. 


ones 





Chinese Boys Studying Chain 
Houses—Fathers Magnates at Home 





Joy Is Fox Pooh Bah 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 

Multiplicity of duties have been 
handed Jason Joy, former Hays 
office censor contact, in his new 
berth at Fox. 

Joy will be general consultant on 
all stories, and will attend all edi- 
torial conferences following com- 
pletion of pictures. In addition to 
these duties, he'll attend all pre- 
views and act as representative of 
the studio in eontacts with the 
Producers’ Association and Acad- 
emy. 

His assistant will be Lamar 
Trotti who was previously his aide 
at the Hays’ office. 


RKO PREPARING TO CUT 
DOWN ON PERSONNEL 


Operating heads of RKO are 
marshalling data for a bigger econ- 
omy wave throughout the theatre 
circuit, but without contributions 
to the unemployment relief, so far 
as known. For a time a plan to 
cut home office salarics additionally 
was under consideration. Concen- 
trated objection from departmental 
heads offset this first idea. So, in- 
stead the personnel lists will be 
chopped down all along the line. 

The one possible exception may 
be the construction department, 
cause for whose existence is still 
te be discovered by the theatre 
chiefs. 

The new cut comes additional to 
temporary letouts occasioned by 
closing of more than 30 theatres 
for the pre-Christmas period. 

There is no quota set on operat- 
ing costs of each department either 
at home in the field and the whole 
matter has been left to divisional 
managers and home office depart- 
ment heads. 

Most of the cuts will occur before 
RKO moves over to Radio City, 
which may, happen around Dec, 15, 
in the new RKO office building. 


Erskin or Milestone Top 


Hollywood, Dee. 12. 
After he finishes cutting Al Jol- 











son's ‘The Optimist’ this week, 
Lewis Milestone leaves for New 
York on ae ~<six-week vacation. 


Megger’s contract with Joseph M. 
Schenck is up Jan. 1. 

Whether Milestone or Chester 
Erskin gets top billing as director 
of ‘Optimist’ will be determined 
when picture is finally cut, and 
Schenck sees what is left of the 
original negative. Erskin directed 
the United Artists pic, but Mile- 
stone made the re-takes. 


Lucky Baby Star 
Hollywood, Dec. 12. 
Hal Roach contract offered to one 
of the five freelance Wampas baby 
stars goes to Dorothy Layton. 
Miss Layton was previously un- 


der contract to Roach for several 
months at $15 weekly. 








Twelvetrees’ on Water 


East three months visiting rela- 
tives, Helen Tweilvetrees sailed Sat- 
urday (10) for the coast, via the 
Canal, accompanied by her husband, 
Frank Woody and their baby, Jack 
Bryan Woody. 

Radio has not as yet assigned 
Miss Twelvetrees for her next pic- 
ture. 


Fairbanks on Way Back 


Douglas Fairbanks hopped on the 





‘Champlain’ in London yesterday 
(12) for home. 
Fairbanks, with his production 


staff, went to China for animal pic- 
ture making, but found too many 
restrictions and difficwagies when he 
got there. 


Serkewich eaves B&K 


Chicago, Dee. 12. 
left Balaban and 
(10), having com- 





Ben 
Katz 


Serkowich 
Saturday 


| pleted his three months’ special as- 
|} signment. 


He will return to New York. 








Kwai Lin Chang and Chi Chiy 
Liang, wealthy sons of Chinese thew 
atre operators, ir. New York getting 
training under Paramount's guide 
ance through special arrangements 
of the foreign department, are 
nearly ready to jump out of win« 
dows. The pace they are setting, 
with and without P-P’s aid, is pretty 
hectic for both of them. 

The first thing the Chinese boys 
have decided is that they’re off chop 
suey restaurants. Liang say no 
like. American steaks go much bet» 
ter with the lads. 

Also no like the beer that’s handed 
out in New York. Armed with a 
speakeasy cari to a swank spot, 
they’re going to try old-fashioneds. 
Recommended to them, warning is 
that they limit themselves to two 
rounds of this all-American concoc- 
tion. The name on the back of the 
ecard the boys will use in getting 
entree to the speak is a good old 
Irish moniker. They hope it'll work, 

Here only a couple weeks, among 
the things Publix has showed the 
boys in the wav of modern theatre 
operation is “ow a theatre is 
cleaned. They were taken out to 
the Paramount, Brooklyn, after the 
last show and with the night crew 
learned how toe tidy up a dirty 
house, 

Theatres Waiting 

Expecting to inherit the theatres 
of their dads in Hongkong, Canton 
and Macao, while in New York the 
boys will play student in all branche 
es of Paramount activity. This is 
at the request of the foreign dis- 
tribution end, which regards the 
Chinese lads’ fathers as important 
Orient accounts. 

Chang and Liang are atiending 
various general meetings in: Par to 
get a line on how it’s done in the 
States by a big chain—or what's left 
of it. Right now studying projec- 
tion, ete., under Harry Ruben, the 
boys on the direct operating end 
will have Gus Eyssell as their 
teacher-mentor. 

It’s planned to let the Chinese duo, 
young fellows, spend about six 
weeks in advertising and publicity, 
Their teacher there will be J. I. Mce 
Inerney, in charge of Metropolitan 
New York advertising for Publix. 

Course for Chang and Liang, with 
the boys actually functioning in 
some departments, fs to last abou€ 
six months. 

Back in Hongkong they’re regu« 
lar ‘Variety’ readers, says Liang. It 
gets there about a month after pube 
lication in New York, but that’s ok@ 
with the Chinese theatre operator 


W-W TO DELIVER FULL 
21, IF INDIES MISS-OUT 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 

Through difficulty of its outsidé 
producers in getting finances, World 
Wide is now expected to produce 
any deficit in a desire to deliver its 
full program of 21 features for 
32-33. Report that KBS would 
make up any difference, is denied. 

Of 11 features that were to come 
from outsiders other than KBS, 
only four have been made and 
prospects for financing the ree 
mainder are not promising. KRS 
will deliver the 10 films for which 
it contracted, but is not making any 
extra features for W-W. Sam 
Bischoff, who was negotiating with 
E. W. Hammons, chairman of the 
W-W executive committee, to pros 
duce an additional four, but Pischoft 
backed down on the deal. 

Edwin Carewe, William Sistrom, 
Benny Zeidman and Ben Verschs 
liser are all stalled insofar ag 
finances for their pictures are cons 
cerned. Mejority of contracts called 
for W-W to help finance its proe 
ducers up to 50%, but W-W is also 
having financial headaches. Metros 
politan lot where they were to work 
is at present minus any feature 
productions as none of the Metro« 
politan rental companies are works 
ing either rental companies are 
filming either. 

Four pictures made for W-W, 
apart from the KBS program, are 
‘Hypnotized,’ Mack Sennett; ‘The 
Crooked Circle,’ Sistrom; ‘Trailing 
the Killer,’ Zeidman; and ‘Breach 
of Promise,’ Verschliser. Carewe has 
a contract for three, Zeidman for 
three, Sistrom for two and Brvan 
Foy for one. Foy is not expected 
to make his one, as he is now pro- 
ducing on the outside for Columbia 
release. 
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2d Goldberg Brother Dies, with 


Rachman Held for Double Murder 





Omaha, Dec. 12. 

Sam Goldberg, official of the Popu- 
lar Amusement Co., has followed in 
death his brother, Harry, who was 
an instant victim when both were 
fired upon by their cousin and busi- 
ness partner, Jules W. Rachman. 
Rachman went berserk at the cli- 
max of money controversies and at 
what he termed as being squeezed 
cut of the company. 

Sam Goldberg was hit twice, one 
of the bullets lodging in his spine. 
He lived several days but died while 
physicians were taking the despe- 
rate chance of saving his life by 
removing the bullet in the spine. It 
had paralyzed his entire lower body. 

The shooting has been the town’s 
biggest story for a week, as all par- 
ticipants were well known. As offi- 
cials in the former World Realty 
Company, which later sold the World 
and the State to Publix, they con- 
trolled nearly a dozen Omaha the- 
atres and several outstate at one 
time. 

Rachman has pleaded not guilty 
to separate charges of first degree 
murder. His father, Harry Rach- 
man, also connected with the 
various theatrical enterprises, was 
an eye-witness to the shooting, and 
has said that his son appeared to 
have been drinking. He has cor- 
roborated to some extent the son’s 
statement that he shot in self-de- 
fense, thinking that the Goldbergs 
meant to attack him. 

Joint funeral was held for the two 
brothers, but the orthodox Jewish 
service was held for Sam Goldberg, 
while Harry Goldberg’s rites were 
conducted under Christian Science, 
to which faith he had subscribed. 

talph Goldberg, third brother, has 
come here from Los Angeles to help 
straighten out affairs. Mrs. Maude 
Goldberg, widow of Harry, has asked 
to be appointed special administra- 
trix to manage the theatres until 
probate of the two estates. 


Indifferent Stepson 
Chicago, Dee. 12. 

Charles Rachman, 18, stepson of 
Jule Rachman, continued his re- 
hearsals in a Central High School 
amateur production of ‘Two Vaga- 
bonds.’ 

Meanwhile his step-dad was 
lodged in the calaboose charged 
with the murder of Harry and Sam 
Goldberg, his partners at the Moon 
theatre, Omaha, 

Boy said he preferred to go on 
with his role and keep his mind off 
the family trouble. 





POMMER—VON STERNBERG 


Who Will Finally Sit in as Pro- 
duction Boss at Ufa? 





Marlene Dietrich, next spring, 
after she completes one more film 
over here, her final, for Paramount, 
in January or February expects to 
join Josef Von Sternberg in Berlin 
where the Dietrich-Von combo will 
do a few specials for Ufa. Latter 
company’s ‘Blue Angel’ production, 
starring Miss Dietrich, directed by 
Von Sternberg, and supervised by 
Erich Pommer, brought her to Par’s 
attention for America. 

Ufa denies that there is any truth 
in printed reports to the effect 
Erich Pommer is going to America 
or Fox. Company has advised its 
New York and other foreign offices 
to make official denials. According 
to the German company Pommer 
has been approached several times, 
but has turned down all offers. 

With Pommer away from Ger- 
many, Von Sternberg might sit in 
as Ufa’s chief producer. With Pom- 
mer around, though Von Sternberg 
will likely be just Dietrich’s direc- 
tor. 





H. B. Missing Opening 

Both Radio City premieres of 
Dec. 27-29 will be missed by Harold 
B. Franklin of RKO. Franklin will 
spend Christmas with his wife and 
boy in Hollywood. 

He expects to return to New York 
by New Year's. 





Squelched! 


——__.. 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 

Production head of a major 
studio called into his office a 
former legit player who has 
been under contract, but has 
not yet played in a picture. 
Actor was informed that he 
was to be promoted and here- 
after would be classified in the 
‘Actor ciass.’ 


‘What have I been up to 
now?’ asked the actor. 
‘Just overhead,’ came back 


the producer. 
—From ‘Variety's’ Hollywood 
Bulletin. 


Katz Building 
New Org. While 
Marking Time 











From reports about Sam Katz is 
standing still on any business move- 
ment. Meanwhile, he appears to 
have standing by an upbuilding or- 
ganization. This appears to be 
mostly formed by recent resigners 
from Paramount. 


Katz’ stagnation just now is laid 
to his expectant contract adjust- 
ment with Paramount. That is also 
standing still, it’s said. 

Stories varies as to Katz’ inten- 
tions. One says he favors produc- 
tion, while the other is that Katz 
wants’ theatres. The production 
report is that Katz would like to 
turn out six independent features 
the coming year and pick up a few 
theatres on the side if bargains ap- 
peared. 

Other story is that Katz remains 
watchful, trusting to see a large 
number of theatres fall into his lap 
at his own terms. 

Before launching any show plan, 
Katz may embark on a big publicity 
campaign which may start with 
some kind of story, maybe an auto- 
biography in a magazine. 

Located in the same office with 
Katz is John Zanft, former Fox de- 
luxer operator. It is stated that 
Sam Spring, former attorney for 
First National, is nov of counsel 
for Katz, with another possible as- 
sociate of Katz’ being Ben Moss. 





TWO OFFERS FOR PALACE 


Different Terms Proposed But Poli- 
cies About Same 


Two proposals have been submit- 
ted to the RKO for its New York 
Palace. One wanted a flat rental 
but deal ran out when $5,000 weekly 
was given as the answer. Other 
producer would like the house on a 
percentage of the gross for rent. 


Each of the showmen figuring the 
Palace had the music hall scheme 
in mind, though of different styles. 
Both also had the beer and smoke 
thing to complete the music hall 
atmosphere. 

One of the producers with a for-' 
eign idea for his music hall policy 
wanted the beer out in the alley 
during intermission, like the orange- 
ade used to be in the summer when 
the Palace was a real vaude che- 
atre. 

Everyone is figuring the Palace to 
go back to vaud-film after its cur- 
rent $2 film, ‘Kid From Spain,’ 
vamps. Nothing is known what the 
RKO people will want to do about 
the house. They may keep on play- 
ing with it themselves. 

The Mayfair, other RKO Broad- 
way house, is scheduled to go day 
and date with neighborhoods after 
the new Roxy: opens in Radio City. 
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PUB RELATIONS 





—_——_—____ ? 


OF CHI COURSE 
ON ‘PROPAGANDA 


Prof. Lasswell Conducts 
Class—Course 10 Weeks 
—P. A. Wants to Make 
News; Other Kind Mostly 
Suppressor — Lou Cowan 
as P. A. Addresses Group 








NOT EDITOR’S ENEMY 





Chicago, Dec. 12. 

A class in ‘Propaganda Tech- 
nique’ is conducted at the Univer- 
sity of Chicago by Prof. Harold 
Lasswell, author of a standard work 
on war time propaganda. Class is 
limited to post graduates who have 
their bachelor degrees. 

A ‘Variety’ mugg penetrated the 
learned precindts to listen in one 
morning. At the invitation of Prof. 
Lasswell one of his own former stu- 
dents, Lou Cowan, now a well- 
known free lance press’ agent 
around Chicago, addressed the class 
on amusement publicity as differing 
from industrial public’ relations 
work. Cowan has done both. 

Cowan stressed the point that an 
effective press agent created legiti- 
mate news and as such was not the 
enemy of every newspaper reporter 
and editor. Py seeing to it that per- 
sonalities do and say interesting, 
amusing, or even startling things a 
news value is automatic and the 
newspapers will do the rest. Of 
course the publicist must carefully 
consider in advance any possible 
unfavorable reactions. If George 
Arliss came out with a statement 
that communism was the ideal and 

(Continued on page 24) 





Re-Elect Hoffman Pres. 
Of Indie Producers 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 


M. H. Hoffman remains president 
of the Independent Producers’ as- 
sociation, the members having re- 
elected all but one of its present of- 
ficers. Trem Carr goes in as a vice- 
president, succeeding Al Mannon. 

Others re-elected were: Phil 
Goldstone, v. p.; Nat Levine, sec.; 
and Larry Darmour, treas. Sam 
Wolf remains as counsel. 


Columbia Dead Quiet 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 
For the first time in nine months 
no production has started at Col- 
umbia. 
None is expected for week or two. 











Quicker Than That 





In writing their resigna- 
tions, Milt Feld and Dave 
Chatkin set next Jan. 2 next 
as the date on which they 
would become effective. 

Two days after they sent 
them in, Wedenesday (7), 


John Hertz in accepting them, 
stated they would become ef- 
fective at once (that day). 


Big Bway Stage 
Shows Opposing 
Radio City Ope. 


Paramount and Capitol theatres 
will blast with heavy stage shows 


Christmas week, concurrent with 
the opening of Radio City’s two 
theatres. Paramount will spend 
$12,000 for Earl Carroll's ‘Vanities’ 
in unit form, while the Capitol will 
hit $15,000 in salary with a name 
specialty bill. 

Set so far for the Capitol are 
Belle Baker, Paul Ash and band, 
Bill Robinson and Harriett Hoctor, 
plus a 22-girl line trained by the 
latter. 

As she’s at the Capitol that week 
Miss Hoctor will be the only ‘Van- 
ities’ principal missing when the 
revue plays the Paramount. Other- 
wise the picture house gets ‘Van- 
ities,” which closed its legit run at 
the Broadway Saturday (10), in- 
tact. Show will go to the Par, 
Brooklyn, week following (30) on a 
two weeks’ booking through the 
Morris office. 

















RKO PLEADS JUSTIFICATION 


It to Tell Plunkett 


Why 


Court Orders 





RKO’s defense in Joe Plunkett’s 
$30,000 contract salary claim is that 
it is justified in discharging him or 
any other employee. 

Plunkett's lawyers want a bill of 
particulars setting forth RKO’s 
claimed justification in this partic- 
ular instance. While RKO opposed 
the idea of furnishing such info, the 
court ordered it so last week. 








Old Reports Return at Wrong Time 





Taik of Big Money Men Locking for Film 
Bargains in 1933—Hooey 





The industry is preparing itself 
for several of the world’s wealth- 
iest men. Ford, Rockefeller and 
Mellon, indirectly, are said to have 


indicated to filmdom’s undercover 
men that they are interested in the 
industry, and that there is every 
likelihood of two or more of them 
being in the business before the 
end of 1933. 

This time reports have gotten be- 
yond the rumor stage. Picture 
executives who formerly pooh 
poohed the mention of Ford and 
pictures as propaganda designed to 
benefit the stock of some company 
this time are serious in their as- 
sertions that big industry heads are 
ready to step in. 

Even in the past few days con- 
tact men for pictures have been in 
conference with the Andrew Mel- 
lon family. And the discussions 








have not been on politics. From 
what can be gathered, although the 
conferees are pledged to secrecy, 
this is the first substantiation of 
the new boss move which now is 
admitted in a general way. 

A business that does a billion dol- 
lar turn-over even in its worst 
year and that can now be virtually 
bought at an all-time low is con- 
ceded responsible for attracting the 
eye of big business. 

The inroads are not expected to 
be made until next summer, it be- 
ing figured that from now until 
then the industry will have had a 
chance to get its house in order. 

The Rockefeller family has re- 
ceived just sufficient taste of show 


Warners’ Battling Stockholders 
May Prelong Wilmington Meeting: 


Control of Company in Outcome 


+ 


Wilmington, Del., Dec. 12. 

Battle royal for control of War- 
ner Brothers irted today as the 
annual stockho'«. ‘rs’ meeting opened 
at 2 p. m., iron.cally in a defunct 
Warner picture house. So many 
shareholders showed up, it was 
necessary to adjourn the meeting 
from an office to the Savoy the- 
atre. 

With plenty of arguments and 


speeches promised by officials, who 
crowded onto a 10-foot square plat- 
form, it was not likely a vote on 
the five new board members would 
be reached before tomorrow (13). 
Opposition in the proxy battle 
threatened to keep the meeting in 
session for a week if necessary. 
President Harry M. Warner came 
to immediate grips with Max Gold- 


berg of Salem, Mass., capitano of 
the opposition. Warner spoke an 
hour, declaring his family willing 


to put everything it has in the com- 
pany and citing losses of other pic- 
ture companies under the depres- 
sion. Attacking the criticism that 
Warners went over its head in ac- 
quiring real estate, he quoted finan- 
cial statements of picture firms 
which had no such holdings. 

Goldberg pulled a surprise move 
when he suggested the meeting be 
adjourned and an_ investigating 
committee be appointed, consisting 
of Judge Morris and himself. The 
meeting adjourned for an hour fol- 
lowing this motion late this after- 
noon (12). 

Accusations 

Goldberg accused the brothers of 
everything in the list, particularly 
stressing the senate investigation 
of Warners. He charged the War- 
ner individual brothers of selling 
short. ‘What I want to know,’ Gold- 
berg said, ‘is this: How is it that the 
Warner family was getting tre- 
mendously wealthy while the com- 
pany was going down to nothing?” 

Before the stock started declin- 
ing, Goldberg said, the Warner fam- 
ily sold widely under their own 
names and through separate cor- 
porations. While this was going on, 
he intimated, they deliberately 
painted rosy pictures of the com- 
pany’s prospects to deceive stock- 
holders. Then, when it reached bot- 
tom they began buying in.’ 

Info Refused 

Warners, Goldberg said, have re- 
fused him any information as to 
their salaries and have failed to 
answer his charges of short selling. 
Goldberg seemed to have the senti- 








business, through its Rockefeller 
Centre, to have its enthusiasm 
aroused. 

The Ford report has bobbed upj 


almost yearly for the 
* 


past decade. 


ment of the stockholders present in 
person, 

Because of the controversy, Harry 
Warner turned over the chair to 
Judge Hugh M. Morris, Warner at- 
torney. Skirmish developed over the 
method of counting proxies when 
Morris appointed Abel Klaw of the 
duPont legal department and Harry 
R. Craig, duPont vice-president, to 
determine if a quorum of 1,920,000 
shares existed. Goldberg objected 
but did not press the point. He de- 
manded that Warners reveal their 
holdings openly, but this was de-~* 
clared out of order. Quorum was 
found in the count, 

Chief information Goldberg will 
seek, he said, would be full and 
complete details as to the trans- 
action whereby 90,000 shares of the 
common stock of the Warner cor- 
poration were issued and paid to 
Renraw, Inc., ‘in 1928, and full and 
complete details of the transaction 


where 50,000 shares of common 
stock of the corporation were is- 
sued and paid to Goldman, Sachs 


& Co. on or about Oct, 2, 1925. 
There are about 500 shareholders 
present. 


Zion Myers 1007 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 
Chic Sale to be starred by Unie 
versal in ‘Pal’s Story,’ will be known 
is Zion Myers unit. 
Myers is writing story, directing 








,and producing. 
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Fox, Bkiyn, Goes 


The Fox, Brooklyn, under Henry 'PUBLIX AD CONTACT GROUP | 


Wellenbrink, who operated inde- 
pendently for himself in New Jersey 
before selling out to Warner Bros., 
now is down to a $20,000 nut, with- 
out rent or bond interest, while 
the Paramount, its nearest opposi- 
tion, has the weekly overhead to an 
average of $30,000. , 

Fox nut formerly ran around $28,- 
000 including rent, while the Para- 
mount was previously hitting an 
average of $40,000, varying then as 
now according to stage shows. 

Two weeks ago on playing Mau- 
rice Chevalier, with stage show 
overhead alone running $15,000, the 
Par’s nut was $45,000, house going 
deeply into the red. 

Doubt is expressed that any of the 
downtown Brooklyn houses car ‘ve 
up stage shows en ground that _ -0- 
ple would wait for the pictures in 
their neighborhoods. 

This has forced RKO to retain 
vaudeville at the Albee, though 
throwing it out nearly everywhere 
else in Greater New York. Albee 
breaks at around $22,000 under its 
present overhead, while the Met, 
Brooklyn (Loew's), also with vaude, 
breaks at around the same figure 
when not using heavy names for 
stage bill. 

Met recently has gone day and 
date on pictures with the Capitol, 
New York. Albee sometimes does 
this, also, notably last week with 
‘Rockabye,’ simultaneous with the 
Mayfair, New York. 


SCREEN GUILD, WRITERS’ 
CLUB SPLIT MEMBERSHIP 


Hollywood, Dec. 12 

Screen Writers’ Guild and the 
Writers’ club decided to split up 
their joint membership organization 
into two separate groups at meet- 
ings of the boards of directors Tues- 
day night (6). 

Guild will continue to headquarter 
at the Writers’ club, and monthly 
dues of $6 will be lowered by both 
organizations. 











Rogers-Brown’s Reissue 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 

Charles R. Rogers and Harry Joe 
Brown have formed the T. P. R. 
Corporation, capitalized at $15,000. 

They will add sound effects to the 
original ‘Tillie’s Punctured Ro- 
mance,’ which Rogers recently pur- 
chased, 

No release set yet for 
issue. 


3d WB Action on 
Against Western Electric 


With the Stanley application to 
set aside service charges under con- 
sideration and the Warner-Douvac- 
GTP move to have the license set- 
up declared illegal, Warners this 
week in Wilmington is launching a 
third broadside at Western Electric. 

Third action is a Vitaphone-WE 
matter on recording royalties. Pend- 
ing its outcome the Brothers are 
seeking to restrain W. E. from 
granting further recording licenses, 


John Ford Would Like 
Indie Backing by Fox 


Los Angeles, Dec. 12. 

John Ford, row on vacation at his 
home in Maine before returning 
here, will see William Fox in New 
York. He hopes to secure finances 
for independent products from Fox. 

Ford is due back here early in 
January to make ‘Pilgrimage’ on his 
one picture contract with Fox 
Films. 





the re- 











‘BUM’ AGAIN 


Jolson Film’s Latest Title—Open- 
ing at Rivoli or Radio City 








Exhibitors decided on ‘Hallelujah, 
I’m a Bum’ as the final release title 
for the Al Jolson flicker. After get- 
ting numérous squawks against the 
other title ‘The Optimist,’ UA polled 
exhibs going back to the previous 
‘Bum’ title. 

Jolson picture is slated for the 
Rivoli, New York, after the first of 
the year, unless sold to 5S. L. Rotha- 
fel for Radio City, as reported it 
moight be. 


to $20,000 Nut: 


Downtowners Afraid to Stop Vaude 








Smith, Olmstead and Bush in N. Y. 
—Handling Entire Circuit 





Under plans, a skeleton advertis- | 
ing contact group will be set up in| 
Par Publix to handle for the entire | 
circuit, including partnerships, the | 
contacting which the previous lay- 
out of eight men did. Understand- 
ing is that the new system of ad 
contacting with theatres will be 
on a more simplified basis than in 
the past. 

John Smith, deluxe contacter, Ed 
Olmstead, who has had the south, 
and Rodney Bush, middle west, will 
form the new group. Jack MclIn- 
erney, under Smith, will also figure 
in the general plan, it is said. 


15 ROAD SHOWS START 
FOR ‘CROSS,’ IN LEGIT 


A total of 15 road-show opening 
dates at a $1.50 top outside of New 
York have been set for ‘Sign of the 
Cross’ (Par) by J. J. MeCarthy. 
Others are to follow, including lead- 
ing foreign capitals, with Para- 
mount figuring on picture for na- 
tional release on the ’33-’34 season, 
instead of this season. 

Four two-a-day dates open Satur- 
day night, Dec. 24 (Xmas eve). With 
all except one of the 15 engagements 
booked by McCarthy into legit 
houses, first quartet is Majestic, 
Boston; Aldine, Philadelphia; Wil- 
son, Detroit and Ohio, Cleveland. 
The Philadelphia house is a War- 
ner. 

On Christmas day (25), ‘Cross’ 
goes into th2 Erlanger, Buffalo; 
Ford’s, Baltimore; and Hartman, 
Columbus, O. Other dates so far 
set are American, St. Louis, and 
Shubert, Cincinnati, Jan. 8; Er- 
langer, Chicago, Jan. 15; Biltmore, 
Los Angeles, Jan. 20; National, 
Washington, Jan. 2; Erlanger’s 
Columbia, San Francisco, Jan. 27; 
Nixon, Pittsburgh, Feb. 6, and Shu- 
bert, Kansas City, Feb. 26. 

Father of Road Shows 

McCarthy, father of roadshows 
through ‘Pirth of a Nation,’ ‘Ten 
Commandments,’ ‘Big Parade’ and 
other pictures, is in complete charge 
of ‘Cross’ except on the Rialto, New 
York engagement which John C. 
Flinn inaugurated. 

Company managers engaged for 
‘Cross’ road shows so far include 
Mack Whiting, B. J. Von Ottinger, 
M. J. Kavanagh, Jack Brehany, 
Charles Meade, Fred Wallace and 
Fred Gage. Agents include Lester 
Thompson, James Ashcraft, Mike 
Manton, Augustus McCune, George 
Degnon, Sam Blair, James Peede, 
M. C. Coyne and E. G. Cooke. 














Metro’s Musicals 


| Rivoli—If I Had a Million’ 





lst Runs on Broadway 
(Subject to Change) 





Week Dec. 16 


Paramount—‘Devil Is Driv- 
ing’ (Par) (15). 
Capitol—‘Flesh’ (M-G-M) 
(2d wk). : 
Strand—‘Match King’ (WB) 
(2a wk). ; 
Mayfair — ‘Sport Parade 





(Radio). 


(Par) (3d wk). 

Winter Garden—‘Afraid to 
Talk’ (WB). 

Roxy—'Man Against Woman’ 
(Col). 





Week Dec. 23 
Paramount — ‘Mme. 
fly’ (Par). F 
Capitol—‘Fast Life (M-G-M) 
Strand—‘Silver Dollar’ (WB) 
(22). 
Rivoli—‘Cynara’ (UA) (24). 


Butter- 





Winter Garden—‘Afraid to 
Talk’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Roxy—Handle With Care’ 
(Fox). 
Hollywood — ‘Lawyer Man 
(24). 

$2 Pictures 
‘Rasputin’ (Metro) (Astor) 
(23). 
‘Farewell .to Arms’ (Par) 


(Criterion) (24 wk). 

‘Sign of Cross’ (Par) (Rial- 
to) (8d wk). ‘ 

‘Kid From Spain’ (UA) (Pal- 
ace) (5th wk). : 

*Maedchen in Uniform’ (Ger- 


man) (Frohlich) (44th) (13th 
wk). 
‘Strange Interlude’ (Metro) 


(Astor) (17th wk). 





Foreign Films 
‘La Segnora Vecchia’ (Ital- 
ian) (Caesar) (Hindenberg) 
(2a wk). 
‘Schoene Abenteur’ (German) 
(Ufa) (Little Carnegie) (2d 





wk). 








BOB KANE IN TO TALK 
OF NEW JOINVILLE DEAL 


Bob Kane, head of Paramount’s 
Joinville studios, arrived in New 
York Wednesday (7) to talk over 
the next season’s product and set a 
new Joinville schedule. He'll be 
here about three weeks. 

Some considerable talk around 
Kane will discuss a new contract 
with Par while in New York, as well 
as the possibility that he will leave 
the company to go to Fox, but noth- 
ing to it at this time because 
Kane’s contract has until next July, 
according to Par execs. 

Possibility that when Kane re- 
turns, Jos. Seidelman, head of Par’s 
foreign department, will go with 
him for his semi-annual visit. 


KBS’ Take Over 


While the Cohens, Harry and 
Jack, are now reported harmonious- 
ly co-operating again in Columbia 


Pictures, the Kelly-Bischoff-Saal 
component of World-Wide has 

















Metro may do some screen mu- 
sicals after Jan. 1. 

When J. Robert Rubin of Metro 
goes to the Coast in January, Jack 
Robbins and Jimmy Campbell of 
Campbell-Connelly, respectively the 
American and English publishers of 
Metro’s music, will accompany him. 


bought out Max Weisenfeld’s Mo- 
tion Picture Classics company, or 
something, 

The K-B-S outfit is stated to 
have taken over for some $15,000 
some six or eight shorts and fea- 
tures which Weisenfeld’s company 
had made. One of these is a fea- 
ture length called ‘Puss ’n’ Boots,’ 
from the fairy tale. 








Shoestring Indies’ Latest Shave 





Use Old Film Names 


to Match Up in Mod- 


ern Films 





Hollywood, Dec. 12. 


With many former film names 
now down to the coffee and dough- 
nut state, shoestring independents 
have figured out a new gag to get 
a lot of production value into their 
pictures at little cost. 

When occasion demands the in- 
dies buy stock stuff from the ma- 
jors which show shots of these once 
big old-timers, They then engage 
the veterans for parts similar to 
the ones they played in the major 
company pictures, and match the 
old stuff with new close shots and 
close-ups. 

A picture now being made shows 
how the economy plan works. Pro- 
ducer making it wanted fight arena 
footage. He found what he wanted 








at one of the major company li- 


ries i a. Re PRET BUS Re et te: 


braries amonz old silent material, 
that is now on the market for such 
usage, 

Indie bought several hundred feet 
of the mob footage which orig- 
inally cost the major outfit thou- 
sands of dollars. He then engaged 
the former name for a part in his 
picture and the finished product 
will look like big dough, at but lit- 
tle expense. 

Indies are using same procedure 
for ballroom and society stuff call- 
ing for big set scenes, 

It’s an innovation on the previous 
use of stock material as it allows 
more latitude, because formerly the 
bugaboo was keeping out of the 
second hand stuff close shots in 
which once famous players might 
easily be recognized. 
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Hollywood 





weekly ‘Variety.’ 


department. 


Briefly rewritten extracts from ‘Variety's’ Hollywood Bulletin, printed, 
each Friday in Hollywood, and placed as a wrapper upon the regulag 


The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 
News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customary 





Warners has purchased Somerset 


Maugham’s ‘Narrow Corner,’ Rob- 
ert Presnell is writing the film 
treatment, 





New Nite Spot 
Hollywood gets a new night spot 
New Year’s eve when the Ballyhoo 
eafe opens with Bob Johnson 
m.c.’ing nd managing. 





Thelma Todd and Rolf Harolde 
get the leads in Larry Darmour’s 
‘House of Chance.’ 





After finishing ‘Sucker’ at War- 
ners, John Wayne goes into ‘Man 
from Monterey,’ his last western 
in present series for Leon Schles- 
inger. 





Moreno Returns 
Out of pictures for several years, 
except for Spanish versions and 
films in Mexico City, Antonio Mo- 
reno is back for ‘The Keyhole’ at 
Warners, 





Erich von Streoheim is dickering 
with Sam Goldwyn to direct the 
first Anna Sten picture. 


Clive Goes Radio, Not U 

Universal was disappointed a 
second time in obtaining an actor 
for ‘Kiss Before the Mirror’ when 
Radio outbid it for the services 
of Colin Clive. Englishman comes 
here from London for male lead in 
‘The Great Desire.’ Charles Laugh- 
ton, previously set for U’s ‘Kiss,’ 
walked out, preferring a vacation 
in England, 








Ralph Like will make six action 
pictures after Jan. 1 for John 
Freuler. 





Termer for Tottenham 
Merle Tottenham is the second 
English player in ‘Cavalcade’ to be 
given a Fox termer. Una O’Connor 
was the first. 





Frank Strayer will direct ‘King 
of the Gypsies,’ Spanish musicai, 
for Fox. 





Harry Behn is on loan from 
Metro to script ‘The Masquerader,’ 
Sam Goldwyn-Ronald Colman pic- 
ture. 





James Bell replaces Alexander 
Kirkland in Fox’s ‘Infernal Ma- 
chine,’ with Kirkland going into 
“House of Refuge.’ 





Par Drops 3 Writers 
Paramount has dropped Tiffany 
Thayer, Lawrence Hazard and 
Douglas Doty from its writing staff. 
Keene Thompson has been added 
to work on ‘Eagle and the Hawk.’ 


‘The 





Jacques Feyder will direct 
Awakening’ for Metro, 





Praskins, Mintz Teamed 
Leonard Praskins and Sam Mintz 
have been teamed to dialog and 


adapt ‘Diamond Cut Diamond’ for 
J. G. Bachman. Yarn is for Junior 
Durkin, 

Eddie Cline will direct Col’s 


‘Parole Girl,’ which starts Dec. 16, 





‘Kingdom’ Retakes 
Retakes of some scenes in ‘An- 
imal Kingdom’ are being made by 
Radio to strengthen the character 
played by Myrna Loy. 





‘Beer’ for Bancroft 
Eddie Small’s ‘Beer’ will give 
George Bancroft his first part since 
leaving Paramount. George Roes- 
ner will adapt and James Cruze 
direct. 

Co-directors for ‘Trick’ 
Fox’s ‘Trick for Trick’ will have 
Hamilton McFadden and Lothar 
Mendes as co-directors. Howard 
Green is scripting. 





Beery, Gable, in ‘Soviei’ 
Wallace Beery and Clark Gable 
have been selected for the multi- 
cast for Metro’s ‘Soviet.’ Jules 
Furthman is adapting. 





Robert Gore-Brown, English play- 
wright, is adapting ‘My Dear,’ May 
Edington’s novel, for Fox. 





Tommy Bond, five-year-old 
crooner, gets a termer from Hal 
Roach and goes into the Our Gang 
comedy, ‘Forgotten Babies,’ 





‘Murder of the Circus Queen’ will 
be Irving Cummings’ last under his 
directorial contract at Columbia. 





Loren J. Howard, ex-N. Y. legit 
producer and now interested in 
Radio, is here for a vacation and 
to make talent contacts for ether- 
izing. 

Ben Holmes’ 
been bought by 


‘Silk Trimmed’ 
Allied. 


has 





Lieut-Comm. Frank Wead is at 





Dietrich-March Team 
Fredric March will be teamed with 
Marlene Dietrich in Paramount's 
‘Song of Songs.’ Picture starts Dec, 
19 with Rouben Mamoulian direct« 
ing. 





Lasky Sets ‘Berkeley Sq.’ 

Offering the highest bid, Jesse 
Lasky obtained filin rights to ‘Berks 
eley Square’ for Fox production and 
will have Leslie Howard, who was 
in the stage hit, play in the film. 
‘Square’ starts after Lasky finishes 
‘Peking Picnic.’ 





John McDermott has sold Pare 
amount an origina: and he is now 
back on the lot to adapt and dialog 
it. 





Howes Loses Bail 
Charged with intoxication on Aug. 
13, Reed Howes failed to appear for 
trial and his bail bond of $150 was 
ordered forfeited by Municipal Judge 
Ballard. 





Following completion of ‘Private 
Jones’ at Universal, Russell Mack 
goes to Metro to direct ‘Rivets,’ 
John Gilbert’s next. 





*Lost’ for Cooper 
Previously intended for Joan 
Crawford, ‘Lost’ will be adapted for 
Jackie Cooper by Lenore Coffee. 





Film debut for Susanne Kilborn, 
wife of Chester Morris, will be in 
‘She Had to Say Yes’ at Warners. 


NO KAPLAN SUCCESSOR 
NAMED-DECISION PENDS 


The I. A. T. S. E., in control of 
New York operators (306) last week 
planned a nomination of new of- 
ficers for the local but is held up 
until Justice Cotilla has handed 
down his decision in the Sam Kape 
lan action to set aside the ousting 
of himself and 21 other officers. 

Argued during the past week, Jus« 
tice Cotilla reserving decision, the 
opinion is expected by tomorrow 
(Wednesday). Kaplan asked for an 
injunction to restrain the I. A. from 
carrying the action it recently took 
in deposing himself as president of 
306, along with all other officials 
of that local. 








Commish Attachment 


Ameranglo Corp. served an ate 
tachment on Columbia Pictures and 
Walt Disney Productions for $12,< 
150 Tuesday (6). Ameranglo claims 
that money is due them as com- 
mission in a distribution deal where« 
by Ideal Films of London got the 
British rights to the Disney shorts, 

Columbia and Disney prefer to 
have the claim go to court, they say 
with the attachment thing a foree 
runner of legal court proceedings, 
Banzhaf and Richter are represent« 
ing Ameranglo. 








2D RKO SALARY CUT 


1932—Goes Into Effect 
Month 


For This 





RKO's second salery cut within a 
year goes into effect this month, 
It affects the theatre staffs mostly, 
Slices will range from 10% to 20%. 

Matter is being handled verbally 
through the various division mane 
agers, with the size of cuts left te 
the house managers to determine. 





N. Y. to L. A. 


James Cagney. 
Chick Chandler. 
Mr. and Mrs. D. A. Doran. 
Dave Epstein. 
Lorenz Hart. 
Mervyn LeRoy. 
S. J. Perelman. 
Richard Rodgers. 
Joe Schoenfeld. 
Harry Weber. 
Buddy DeSylva. 
Bud Murray. 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Rex Bell, 

Geo. Ginsburg 
E. B. Hatrick. 
David Loew. 
B. B. Kahane. 
Jack L. Warne 





Universal assisting on ‘The Flight 
Commander.’ 


Jean Arthur. 
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Rent Default in Detroit May Send 


Xunsky-Trendle 


Back Into Harness 





Detroit, Dec. 12. 
Return of George Trendle to ac- 
tive theatre management may be 
one of the results of the failure of 
Publix-Michigan Theatres to pay 
rent on the State theatre here for 
Oct., Nov. and Dec. Rent is $3,000 


weekly. 
On this one theatre of the entire 
group purchased from Kunsky- 


Trendle by Publix, is John Kunsky 
liable for any unpaid rentals. He 
personally guaranteed the lease 
transfer up to $130,000 plus taxes. 
Inasmuch as Francis Palms, owner 
of the property, has been unable to 
get any satisfaction by mail, he is 
making a trip to New York to con- 
fer with Leo Spitz to find out what 
Publix intends doing. If unable 
to secure satisfaction in New York, 
he intends returning to Detroit and 
starting suit against John Kunsky. 

Kunsky and Trendle signed a 50- 
year agreement to stay out of show 
business when they sold their thea- 
tres to Publix. Trendle would like 
to return to show business but the 
agreement prevents this. Kunsky 
is understood to have finally retired 
from all business. 

Should Kunsky be forced to pay 
the back rentals on the State it is 
understood that implies a breach 
and permitting Kunsky and Trendle 


Presto! 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 

After reading the script of 
Universal's ‘Terror Trail,’ the 
Hays office objected to one of 
the characters. Part repre- 
sented a dice dealer dressed in 
a long coat and reversed collar 
suggestive of @ minisier and 
who was referred to by the 
others as ‘Reverend.’ It was 
just a character touch put in 
by the writer. 

Part was changed per Hays’ 
orders. Finished picture has 
the dealer with a short coat, 
collar on straight and referred 
to as the ‘mugg.’ 

(From ‘Variety’s’ 
Bulletin.) 


Holly woed 














supposedly as well to return to the 
show business. 
New Corp. 

Paramount formed the Flag 
Amusement Corp. of Chicago Sept. 
35. Properties understood to be in 
control of this holding company are 
the Michigan theatre lease, also 
leases on the local Riviera, Eastown, 
Ramona and Annex theatres. It is 
also understood the various film 
franchises have been transferred. 

Theatres not transferred include 
the United Artists, Fisher and Par- 
amount theatres, first runs, and six 
nabe houses While the United Ar- 
tists is merely under an operating 
agreement as is the Fisher, the Par- 
amount is a theatre and building on 
which Publix-Mich. has a 99-year 
lease. With the failure to pay rent- 
al and bond interest, a bank repre- 
senting the land and bond holders 
have taken this house over. Publix 
has been operating under an agree- 
ment for the past three months. 
But have just closed this one indef. 





CITY LOSES IN ITS SUIT 
WITH THEATRE CIRCUIT 


Burlington, Ia., Dec. 12. 

The city council has temporarily 
lost its fight against the Central 
States Theatre Corp., the district 
court having granted an injunction 
against the municipality. The in- 
junction has to do with enforcement 
of provisions of an ordinance on 
picture projectionists. 

The injunction restrains the city 
and mayor from enforcing  pro- 
visions of the recently adopted ordi- 
nance. Appeal to the supreme court 
of the state is a probability. 

Action will iron out, in a measure, 
Wage controversy, should the legal 
tangle be carried farther. 


2 B’HAM HOUSES TIED 


Frank Merritt Won’t Turn Over to 
Kincey-Wilby 





Birmingham, Dec. 12. 
Efforts to straighten out the tan- 
gle involving the transfer of the 
operation of the Strand and Galax 
theatres here to the Kincey-Wilby 


interest by the Birmingham The- 
atrical Amusement Co., are. still 
hanging fire. 

Understanding was that the lo- 


cal Frank Merritt interests were to 
turn over the two theatres to K-W, 
Paramount partners, Dec. 3. Trans- 
fer was not made though Robert B. 
Wilby was in town last week. try- 
ing to arrive at a solution. 

Merritt is continuing to operate 
the houses. Chief difficulty is said 
to involve the contracts for pic- 


tures for the two houses which are 
held by Merritt. He has so far re- 
fused to let Wilby have the pi | 
tures for he two houses 





| layed by 


Sightseeing Trips 
For Those Mixed in 
Fox’s Patent Suits 


suits which 





That series of law 
William Fox's Tri-Ergon company 
is bringing against the entire trade 
and the electrics is taking on the 
semblance of a travel group. Be- 
fore the final of the more than 20 


actions which are planned will have 
taken place it will have taken the 


various cases into almost every 
Federal Court jurtsdiction in the 
country. Fox is represented by the 


law firm of Hirsch, Newman, Reass 
and Becker. 

Witnesses evidently will get a 
chance to see ‘America First’ as the 
suit progresses. The first recently 
tried in Brooklyn against Para- 
mount may come down for decision 
by the end of January. Briefs are 
supposed to be in by Dec. 23. The 
case was around the double process 
printing patent of Tri-Ergon on 
talkers. 

Second suit is expected to occur 
next month in Harrisburg, Pa., and 
also against Par. This one will in- 
volve the question of a fiywheel 
patent. 

So far the itinerary of the other 
actions isn’t known, but since about 
every company in the business, ma- 
jor and indie, is listed by the Fox 
interests, the actions will travel 
plenty. The apparent aim is to get 
the suits into the Federal jurisdic- 
tions where hasty trials may be 
had. 

Undoubtedly certain of the suits 
will be tried in Wilmington, the 
home of most of the film company 
patent suits to date. 


Tiffany Wins on Appeal 


Tiffany & 
again in its court battle to restrain 
Tiffany 
of the trade name and mark. Latest 
decision in the trinket retailer's 
favor came from the Appellate Di- 
vision, which, by a vote of four to 
one, confirmed the injunction handed 
down by the Supreme Court. 

Single dissenting vote by the Ap- 
pellate tribunal permits World 
Wide-Educational, which absorbed 
Tiffany Pictures, to take the issue | 








Co., jewelers, won 


Pictures from further use 


to the New York Court of Appeals, | 
if it wishes. 


‘Rasputin’ Retakes Hold 
Up Radio’s ‘Sweepings’ 


| 
12. | 
Due to retakes on ‘Rasputin’ at | 
Metro, which will keep Lionel Bar- 


rymore away from the Radio lot for | 
} 





Hollywood, Dec. 


another two weeks, ‘Sweepings’ has 
been put back again at the latter j 
studio. 

This is the third picture held up 
by Metro’s Russian marathon. Other | 


two were ‘Calvacade’ at Fox, de-/| 
the loaning of Diana Wvyn- 
urd to M and ‘Topaze’ at 


Radio, waiting for John Barrymore 


fro 


| fellers. 
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Around 200 Independent, 
. Film Productions for Next 
Season— Afraid to Go 
Over $30,000 Per Picture 
Under Present Conditions 


‘WESTERNS’ WASHED? 


Certain increase in the number of 
double feature accounts, rather than 
the matter of first run possibilities 
under chain decentralization, is ac- 
cepted by independent producer- 
distributors as the best sign indi- 
cated for them for the coming year. 

Decentralized oneration and buy- 
ing have laid open any number of 
unsold possibilities for the indies, 
but it is through increase in double 
billing that the indies are counting 
to profit. 

The indies kid no one in trying to 
obtain important first run coverage. 
They have been out of Chicago, De- 
troit and other centers lately as a | 
result of double feature bans, but | 
with dual-billing creeping back into | 
those spots, orders are beginning to | 
come through. 

While some of the top indie mak- 
ers manage to get a first run book- 
ing here and there, picture for pic- 
ture they are all made for double 
feature purposes, informed indies 
themselves will admit. 

Dencentralization will provide ad- 
ditional dual-bill accounts, it is be- 
lieved, through the chains losing 
control of buying and operation, as 
well as the power to insist against 
this policy. 

Negative costs of indie productions 
are running from $20,000 to $30,000, | 
and will not increase, despite re- 
ports from one indie maker there 
would be a 40% jump. It is held 
that the cost will have to be kept 
down because the indie cannot hope 
to escape the fact that his product 
gets its major bookings by a wide 
margin from the double billers. 

Too Big a Gamble 

Even at the presant $30,000 cost, 
the indies must count on a certain 
number of first runs, but to dump 
too much money into a picture with | 
a view to doubling up on first run | 
sales would be too heavy a gamble. | 











It is pointed out, for example, that | 
should an indie get a decent first | 
run booking in a key and picture | 
flops on that engagement, it’s virtu- 
ally killed off for other first runs | 
around the country. 

All distributors, major and minor, 


; made 
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Amusements Resist Creeping Rise; 


AFTTER WITH FM) Bonds Show Further Uncertainty, 
Par Liens Off, Volume Larger 





> . 
Yesterday’s Prices 
Net 
Sales. High. Low. Last.chre 
wo Col. F.. pf , 6% w— & 
3.100 East. Kod. 55) #4 544 — \& 
400 Fox IF .. 2% 2 z2—-% 
1.800 Loew 23% 2, 23% 1 
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7.000 Par-P . 145% 14% 14% \“ 
1,000 RKO a 17 17 
Curb 
100 Gen. T. pf. % Mw Wy * 
200 Univ. Pic. 8 3 3 











Too Much Profit for 
Censors. Says Hays, 
Who Wants to Chip 


Aroused by the report of the New 
York Censor Board that it profited 
$100,000 by its shearing of pictures 
during the past year, the Hays of- 
fice is preparing a protest that cen- 
sor profits are illegal. Either the 
assessment levied by the board on 
each reel of film be reduced, or else 
Haysites indicate they will make an 
issue of the statute in court. 

Under the Haysian interpretation 
of censor laws, censorship is a reg- 
ulatory and not a tax measure. As 
such it is allowed only sufficient 
funds to meet its overhead. 

The assessinent in New York is 
about $3 for every original reel and 
$1 for each print. 





Silverstone Moves to U.A. 

Manny Silverstone, statistician for 
Sam Goldwyn, has gone to United 
Artists to become assistant to Tom 
Mulrooney, foreign sales manager 
and controller. 

Silverstone is a brother of Murray 
Silverstone, head of U.A.’s British 
office. 





|are held to be dying with ‘westerns,’ 


an attempt to inject new 
tonic into them, They are claimed 
by the indies, and perhaps 
majors as well, mainly with a view 
to selling other product in the south 
where the lower classes still want 
their cow operas. 

About 200 indie productions will 
he delivered this year. No increase 


despite 


| is looked for next season. 








Wm. Fox’s Prof of 500000 


‘Made It by Sale of Sixth Ave. Properties to 


Rockefellers 


After holding out for nearly two 
vears, William Fox hag finally sold 
his six store fronts on 6th avenue, 
between 48th and 49th streets, and 
the corner brick building which he | 
owned adjoining the new Roxy the- | 
in Radio City, to the Rocke- | 
Fox is believed to have re- 
ceived $825,000 for the property 
which he acquired in 1929 for around 
$300,000. It is assessed at $600,000. 

Accompanying him to Florida last 
week was Murray Becker, one of 
Fox’s many lawyers and the one 
who helped close the deal with the 
Rockefellers. The deal was negoti- 
ated on behalf of Fox by Alec 
Kempner, former realty head of Fox 
Film, and Alfred Marks, latter rep- 
resenting the Rockefellers. 

Acquisition of the Fox properties 
by the tockefellers now makes it 
possible for the latter to fulfill thei: 
for Rockefeller Cen- 


atre 


original plans 


ter. With the additional propert 
which the Rockefellers have in the 
Vicinity, a new office building 

g 31 ries, equalling the he 


of the new RKO building, will be 

built some time later. * 
Trading 

The deal between Fox and the 


Rockefellers has been off and on a 
number of times. Closing oc- 
curred Wednesday evening (7). 
Possession by the Rockefellers 
will take place Dee. 23. The Fox 
parcels comprise around 8,500 square 
With the additional land that 
the Rockefellers own in the vicinity 
they will have something like 11,000 
feet on which te 
proposed new office building. 
Meantime, the new Roxy theatre 
has been compieted. It was con- 


feet. 


Square 


4 


> 


By AL GREASON 
There was further indication yes- 
terday (Monday) that the amuse- 


ment group is not favored in the 
present cautious advance in the 
general list of shares. With a ten- 
dency to continue creeping up 
among the teading issues, the pic- 
ture stocks hung back. 

Changes were about evenly di- 
vided between plus and minus 
signs, in all eases minor fractions, 


and turnover was reduced in the 
face of expanding scale of dealings 
among the market leaders. Total 
for the day was close to a million 
shares. 

Once more the suggestion was re- 


peated that longs in the theatre 
stocks were taking advantage of 
surrounding strength to lighten 
lines. 


Same was true of the bond list, 
where dealings were on an ex- 
tremely restricted scale. Warner 
debentures did not come out at all 
up to 2 o'clock; Loew's remained 
unchanged around the recent bot- 
tom near 80, but both the Para- 
mount obligations were down, the 
old Paramount-Famous issue losing 
more than a point net and going 
below 15. 

Nothing in the news to inspire a 
movement either way. Wheat was 
about unchanged; while cotton ad- 
vanced slightly adding a bit to its 
recent improvement. Sterling lost 
an early advance of 1% cents and 
finished a fraction off at $3.25%. 

Up Because They Go Up 

Prices of stocks went up last week 
because they went up. Which 
sounds a good deal crazier than it 
is. On top of all the adverse devel- 
opments already operative, the 
House on Monday of last week de- 


feated submission of the 18th 
Amendment to repeal. Other things 
of gloomy portent happened. The 


international debt problem made no 
progress toward clearing up and ihe 
national deficit continued to in- 
crease. 

The stage was set for a crash of 
prices, but prices didn’t crash. Most 
of the elements of the panic of last 
June and July were present, but the 
market continued under firm con- 

(Continued on page 21) 


U’S ‘AFRAID TO TALK’ 
INTO WINTER GARDEN 


theatre 





Harry Charnas, WB met 








erect the | 


operator, has bought ‘Afraid to 
Talk’ from Universal for the Win- 
ter Garden, New York. It opens 
there Friday (16). 


In wanting the picture, Charnas 
is taking a chance on any difficul- 
ties that may arise, though it’s be- 
ing based on the play ‘Merry-Go- 
Round,’ which ran into police trou- 
ble when shown on Broadway. 

As a gag, Charnas has invited 
Judge Seabury, Committee of 1,000 
and other civic reform organizations 
presently fighting Tammany toe 
view the picture this afternoon 
(Tuesday) on a special preview at 
the Hollywood. 


Milwaukee Censors Stay 


Milwaukee, Dec. 12. 


Milwaukee is not to be deprived 


| of its picture censor board after all, 


Theatre managers and members 


structed around the Fox property, | of the body objected so strenuously 


the latter sticking out in its musty | 


k color like a sore thumb in the 
whole Rockefeller City layout. 


bri 


lox Film head a hands 


| 
| 
} 
| 


me 


against the elimination of the $2,000 
allowed for the work that it was 
decided to reduce the appropriation 


Selling to the Rockefeller inter-!|to $1,600 and allow the group toe 
ests the parcels held by him in | function as before. 
Radio City, William Fox has left} The individual members of the 
| himself only one principal parcel of | board receive no pay of any kind, 
and in tl vicinity. It’s the park- | most of the sum allowed by the city 
ing space back of the old Roxy,| going to George Hampel who has 
ch is believed to be netting the! filled the secretarial job for several 
in a satisfactory manner to 
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Loop Hopes to Hold Down Losses 


Chicago, Dec. 12. 

Of the four to 
close last week only two, the State- 
Lake and United Artists, actually 
did. Balaban & Katz see-sawed in- 
decisively 2bout the Oriental and 
McVicker’s which are still open, but 
there’s still a chance of a shutdown 
in either case. 


houses supposed 


Naturally the probiem is to get 
through the next two weeks with 
minimum ‘9sses. Palace goes to 


Friday opening next week (16) so 
the current week will be a six-dayer. 
During the period of 19-24 house 
has arranged to give away toys free 
to all children attending in the hope 
of offsetting the holiday curse. 


Estimates for This Week 


Chisago (BXK) (8,940; 35-55-75) 
—‘Flesh’ (M-G), and stage show. 


Metro wanted to keep this one until 
after the holidays but B&K insisted 
on play date. Scarcity of product 


stringent. lFanchon & Marco unit, 
‘On the Riviera, spot booked for 
week. In view of conditions pre- 


vailing in loop Chicago will prob- 
ably be under $25,000 this week. 
Last week with Chevalier at $12,500 
the gross was around $34,000, which 
would be good fer an ordinary at- 
traction but beaveoup de rouge with 
added expense. House got ‘Evenings 
for Sale’ (Par) cheap at around §2,- 
000 rental contrasting with usual 
$5,000, or better, rentals. 

McVicker’s (B&K) (2,284; 35-55-75) 
—Call Her Savage’ (Fox) (2d, final 
week). Supposed to wash up Tues- 
day (13) with a ‘possible $8,000 for 
the second week. Composite official 
war pictures called ‘Great Drive’ 
booked to follow in effort to keep 
house open. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 35-55-75) 
—‘Me and My Girl’ (Fox), and stage 
show. Will be $13,000 or less by in- 
dications. Last week ‘Under Cover 
Man’ (Par) took $17,900. Future 
policy of house undecided. Strongly 
reported going siraight pictures. 

RKO (2,533; 40-65-83)—‘False 
Faces’ (WW), and vaude. Maybe 
$16,000 this week with much stronger 
vaude line-up than last week. Pic- 
ture supposed to be based on history 
of Dr. Schireson, once prominent 
Chicago plastic surgeon. Last week 
house got $14,000 while the State- 
Lake in its closing week grabbed 
$15,000 with Ojsen and Johnson and 
‘Rackety Rax’ (Fox). First time in 
two years State-Lake has topped 
Palace. 


Just to Help the 
Sitchyash B’ham 
Faces Flu Scare 





Birmingham, Dee. 12. 

A big wave of flu is killing busi- 
ness in Alabama and throughout 
the south. The number of cases 
right now in Birmingham run into 
several thousand and with rain 
and cold weather here the last few 
days the number of cases will prob- 
ably be greatly increased. Doctors 
are advising people to stay away 
from theatres and other crowded 
places indoors as a way to avoid 
the epidemic. Schools throughout 
the state are hard hit and some 
of them are thinking of shutting 
down until after the scare Is over. 
For this reason business is pretty 
slack. 

Strand and Galax are continuing 
under the operation of Frank Mar- 
ritt for a few days more anyway. 
Robert Wilby was scheduled to take 
over the two houses on Dec. 3 but 
a hitch came up in contracts and 
Marritt continues to hold the reins. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alabama (Wilby) (2,800; 25-35- 
40), ‘Prosperity’ (M-G). If it were 
not for the flu this picture would 


probably take in some dough. As 
it is things are doubtful, $5,000. 
Last week ‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G) 
winding up an eight-day run on 
Wednesday, flopped. ‘Doctor X’ 
(WB) went in for balance of week, 
$4.700. 

Ritz (RKO) (1,600; 25-40), ‘Last 
Mile’ (Col) and ‘Flames’ (Mono). 
On another double feature bill, 


Johnny Mack Brown only draw and 
a mild $2,500. Last week ‘Sporting 
Age’ (Col) and ‘Man Called Back’ 
(Tiff) another mild one, $2,500. 
Empire (BTAC) (1,100; 25-40), 
‘Evenings for Sale’ (Par). Herbert 
Marshall means little here so with 


flu and everything, around $1,500. 
Last week ‘Under Cover Man’ 
(Par) around $1,800. 


Strand (BTAC) (800; 20-30), ‘Devil 
Is Driving’ (Par): Might mean a 
fair week in spite of everything, 
$1,600. Last week ‘They Call It 
Sin’ (FN) so-so, $1,400. 

Galax (BTAC) (500: 
Pal the King’ (Fox). 


15-25), ‘My 
Tom Mix out 


of character is uncertain but $900 
likely. Last week ‘Payment De- 
ferred’ (M-G). $875. 


Until Holiday Time Rolls Around 





‘It’s a Case of ‘Let’s Put 
Out the Lights’ in New’k 


Newark, Dec. 12. 

Nothing looks good this week and 
doubtful if any house beats $8,000. 
Top may belong to any one of the 
four big ones but it will be noth- 
ing to boast of. Snow not helping. 

The Mosque closed Friday, a 
week ahead of the scheduled time. 
It reopens Christmas. 

The vaude situation 
fire. Old-timers laugh 
of the Rialto reopening. 

Estimates for This Week 

Branford (WB) (2,966; 15-65). 
‘Central Park’ (FN). Panned and 
not likely to beat $6,000. Last week 
‘Match King’ (WB) neat at $13,500 
on eight days. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35- 
50), ‘Fugitive’ (WB) and ‘Hot Sat- 
urday’ (Par). Despite the season 
this should still top $5,000. Last 
week ‘Smilin’ Through’ (M-G) and 
‘Manhattan Tower’ okay at $5,200. 

Little (Cinema) (299; 25-40-50), 
‘Der Schrecken der Garnison’ (AI- 


still hangs 
at the idea 


co). Last of the German pictures 
not expected to reach $700. Last 
week ‘Dienst ist Dienst’ (Emelke) 
weak at $800. 

Loew’s . State 2,800; 15-65), 


‘Faithless’ (M-G). Bankhead means 
nothing at this house but Mont- 
gomery draws. Lucky to get $8,000. 


Last week ‘Prosperity’ (M-G) fine 
at $16,000. 

Mosque (WB) (3,281; 15-55), 
dark, Last’ week ‘Night After 
Night’ (Par) and ‘Vanity Street’ 
(Col) weak at $3,100. 

Newark (Adams-Par) (2,248; 15- 
66), ‘Under Cover Man’ (Par). 


Should get close to $6,000 mild. 
Last week ‘He Learned About 
Women’ (Par) very poor $2,900. 
Proctor’s (RKO) (2,300; 15-65). 
‘Secrets of French Police’ (Radio). 
Will hardly exceed $6,000. Last 
week ‘Rockabye’ (Radio-Pathe) 
good at nearly $13,000. 
Terminal (Skouras) (1,900; 15-25- 
30-40-45-50), ‘Wild Girl’ (Fox). 
Mild at $3,500. Last week ‘Divorce 
in the Family’ (M-G), $3,900. 


MONTREAL CAN'T WAIT 
FOR JAN’Y TO ARRIVE 


Montreal, Dec. 12. 

Toppling to new lows for the year 
and holding out no hope of im- 
| provement for the balance of 1932, 
; main stems were deep in the red 
}last week and will stay that way 
eurrently from the look of things. 
Loew’s showed way best of all, but 
gross was a disappointment just 
the same at $14,500. Most of this 











was on the tab musical ‘Desert 
‘Song’ with ‘Air Mail’ the feature 


film not making much of a dent. 
Back to vaude this week. 

This week there is nothing in 
sight. Palace and Capitol may get 
$20,000 between them for ‘If I Had 
a Million’ at former and ‘Payment 
Deferred’ at the latter. Loew’s, with 
‘Kongo’ and reversion to vaude, may 
gross $13,000, since all seem to be 
going to this house. Princess brace 
look like fillers, and not likely to 
exceed $6,500. The French houses, 
Imperial and Cinema de Paris, will 
be lucky to get $1,500 apiece. 
Nabes are trying to tide over until 
the good times January. 


Estimates for This Week 


His Majesty’s (Ind) (1,600: 50- 
$1.50)—French musicals. Subscrip- 
tions will keep this house above 
water for week at $7,000. Last 
week’s repeat of ‘Jack’s the Boy’ 


(British) did fair at $6,500. 

Palace (FP) (2,700; 60)—If I Had 
a Million’ (Par). Looks like the red 
at $10,000. Last week’s hold-over 
of ‘Prosperity’ (M-G) was a dud at 
$7,000. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 60)—‘Pay- 
ment Deferred’ (M-G) and ‘Sport 
Parade’ (Radio). Another poor week 
at $9,000. Last week ‘Evenings for 
Sale’ (Par) and ‘He Learned About 
Women’ (Par) grossed about $7,000. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 75)—‘Kongo’ 


(M-G) and vaude. Will top the 
town with ease at $13,000. Last 
week ‘Air Mail’ (U) and ‘Desert 
Song,’ musical tab, disappointment 
at $14,500. 

Princess (CT) (1,900: 35-60)— 
‘Night Club Lady’ (Col) and ‘Sa- 
lomy Jane’s Kiss’ (Fox). Not much 
expected; $6,500 will satisfy. Last 


week ‘False Faces’ (Ed) and ‘Crook 
ed Circle’ (Ed) $6,000. 

Imperial (Franco-Film) (1,900: 
50)—‘M. de Porceaugnae’ (French) 
and ‘Coiffeur pour Dames’ (French). 
Don’t mean a lot this time of year. 
| May get $1,800. ‘Embraasez-moij' 
(French) and ‘Gaites de l’Eseadron’ 
(French), $1,500. 

Cinema de Paris (Franco-Filin) 
(600; 50)—‘Le Prince Charman’ 
(French). About $1,000. Last week 
} ‘Coeur de Lilas’ (French), $1,200. 





Although Acers N. S. B. 


New Haven, Dec. i2. 


Flock of ace films in town but the 
trade just isn’t there. With two 
weeks to go before Christmas, 
grosses are taking the usual tumble. 





Not such a marked drop as for- 
|merly, however, as_ biz has been 
| pretty low anyway. : 

Roger Sherman playing up the 


Katherine Hepburn ‘Connecticut 
| product’ angle for some extra pub- 
| licity. 
| Estimates for This Week 


Paramount (Publix) (2,348; 40- 
| 60), ‘Devil Driving’ (Par) and unit. 
| Probably under $8,500, mild. Last 


| week ‘Under Cover Man’ (Par) and 


unit, $9,300. ict 
Palace (Arthur) (3,040; 35-50), 
|‘Plesh’ (M-G) and ‘No More Or- 


chids’ (Col), Season of year will 
hold gross to probable mild $7,000. 
Last week ‘Rockabye’ (RKO) and 
‘Air Mail’ (U) drew $6,700, off. : 
Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 35- 
50), ‘Divoreement’ (RKO) and 
‘Sport Parade’ (RKO). Headed for 
mild $5,000. Last week ‘Conquerors’ 
(RKO) and ‘False Faces’ (WW) 
just made the grade at $6,000. 
College (Arthur) (1,565; 25-40), 
‘Vanitly Street’ (Col) and ‘13th 
Guest’ (Col). Looks like a light 
$2,500 to equal last week's ‘Dark 
House’ (U) and ‘Men Are Fools.’ 











LOEW'S 2 ACERS 


TOP BALTO, 
FLESH 156 


Baltimore, Dec. 12. 

Throughout the length and 
breadth of this town’s show busi- 
ness, with only two exceptions, 
there’s darkness and famine cur- 
rently. Not only looms the buga- 
boo of Santa Claus, but to add to 
the gloom came cold and ice and 
snow, in form and quantity enough 
to hold the townspeople to their 
firesides and radios. 

Ana to make matters worse, the 
majority of the theatres had long 
ago resigned themselves and are 
this week offering only the dregs 
of product. The average result is 
that they’re playing to something 
like 16 adults and three kids per 
performance. They'll write their 
grosses in nickels instead of dol- 
lars this week. 

Two exceptions are the two Loew 
acers, the combo Century and the 
run Stanley. Taking the bulls by 
all the horns, these two spots are 
taking a long shot, giving ’em 
shows, and from all indications, will 
ride out this session, not to wails 
and lamentations, but to happy 
faces and nice black ink on the 
ledgers. 

Burns and Allen and a corking 
stage show account for the smiles 
at the Century, where they’re ac- 
tually standing ’em behind the rail 


currently. At the Stanley, ‘Flesh’ 
is drawing all manner of raves 
from the newspapers and _ the 


word-of-mouth is adding to the 
good work. These two spots are 
currently draining all real coin of 
the loop. 

The list of the other houses are 
using this week to slough off prod- 
uct. Thus, after having futilely 
tried to peddle ‘Madison Square 
Garden’ to other houses in town, 
Keith’s has finally resigned itself 
to playing the sport flicker, and it’s 
tearful. The Hipp bought an indie 
flick and cut sharp on its vaude 
this week in order to hold down 
losses. In fact, that idea of hold- 
ing down losses rather than trying 
to garner profits appears to be a 
short-cut to red for houses that are 
ready to run to cover. 


Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25- 
35-40-55-65)—‘Scarlet Dawn’ (FN) 


and vaude. What counts currently 
are Burns and Allen on the ros- 
trum. Kites the gross bigly to wal- 
loping $19,000, despite all the en- 
deavors of pre-Xmas and a mess 
of snow contrariwise. Proves that 
it can be done. Last week ‘Central 
Park’ (WB) was bulked largely by 
the Baron Lee band on the stage to 
snatch fine $15,900. 
Hippodrome (Rappaport) 

25-35-40-55-65) — ‘Men Are 


(2,600; 
Such 


Fools’ (KBS). Stage show doesn’t 
mean anything currently, nor. for 
that matter, does the _ picture. 
Maybe $9,000, bad. Last week ‘13 
Women’ (Radio) held to $10,100. 
fairish. 


Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,400; 25- 
30-40-50)—‘Madison Square Garden’ 
(Par). House had been trying to 
get around playing this one, but fi- 
| nally slapped it in this week to get 
|rid of it. Will do its dirty work at 
| the register to drag it into the mud 
lat $3,000, sad. Last week, ‘Okay, 
| America’ (U) managed $3,900, not 
! 
| 





| cood. 
New (Mechanic) (1,800; 25-36-40- 


| 90)—‘Me and My Gal’ (Fox). House 


/now on a Sunday opening schedule, | 


Que to the holdover of ‘Call Her 
SORTS te cont d> 


Mpls. Just Ain't Satisfied 





Some Not Bad Grosses, Considering, but Ex- 
pected More—Bitter Weather Handicaps 





Some Nice B’lyn. Figures; 
Par, Met, 59G, Together 


Brooklyn, Dec. 12. 

Paramount and Met are clicking 
nicely this week. Par has ‘Under- 
cover Man’ on the screen, with Fan- 
nie Brice, Donald Novis and Georgie 
Raft in person. House will do in 
vicinity of $35,000, good. 

Loew's Met with ‘Flesh’ and un- 
exciting vaude will do in region of 
$24,000, okay. 

Estimates for This Week 
Paramount (4,200; 25-35-50-75-85) 
—‘Undercover Man’ (Par) and stage 
show, with Fannie Brice, Donald 
Novis and George Raft. Picture is 
weak, but live talent is bringing 
them in. An okay $35,000 in view. 
Last week ‘Trouble in Paradise’ 
(Par) and Rudy Vallee in person 
produced a brodie, $28,100, 

Fox (4,000; 25-35-50-75)—‘Too 
Busy to Work’ (Fox) and stage 
show featuring Gus Edwards’ radio 
talent. Looks like a neat $15,000. 
Last week ‘Call Her Savage’ (Fox), 
same. 

Albee (RKO) (3,500; 


25-35-55-75) 


—‘Secrets of the French Police’ 
(Radio) and vaude. Taking it on 
the chin for $18,000. Last week 


‘Rockabye’ (Radio) $18,000. 
Metropolitan (Loew) (2,800; 25- 
35-50-65)—‘Flesh’ (M-G) and vaude. 
The Beery flicker is getting a good 
reception, around $24,000. Last week 
‘Mask of Fu Manchu’ (M-G) under 
$20,000. 
Strand (2,200; 25-35-50-65)—‘I Am 
a Fugitive’ (WB) (2d week). Okay 
$18,000. First week big $23,700. 


SOME GOOD DET. SHOWS 
BATTLING THE SEASON 


Detroit, Dec. 12. 

Pre-Xmas means a chance to 
sluff off the bad ones. This year re- 
verses the usual order with the 
Michigan offering ‘Flesh’ and the 
Fox ‘Call Her Savage. Perhaps 
the usual holiday scare may not 
mean so much this year. 

Blizzard over week-end hurting 
biz everywhere. 

The Downtown with ‘No More 
Orchids’ is not so bad for a pic- 
ture without any particular name. 
The Fisher with ‘Mask of Fu’ has 
the advantage of a nice Cosmopoli- 
tan campaign and opened better 
than for the past four or five weeks. 
The United Artists’ ‘Life Begins’ is 
backed by nice exploitation cam- 
paign. ° 

Last week the Michigan outdrew 
the Fox, both playing tabloids. The 
Michigan had ‘Rio Rita,’ but went 
in the red with a higher nut than 
the Fox, playing ‘Follow Thru.’ The 
Michigan played to $18,700 and lost 
money, while the Fox played to 
$17,500 and made money. 

The United Artists with the second 
week of ‘I'm a Fugitive’ wasn’t so 
forte for a weak $6,000. The Down- 
town with ‘Rockabye’ played to a 
nice $8,500. The Fisher was pretty 
bad at $8,700, and the Paramount 
celebrated its closing week with 
a very bad $2,200. | 

Estimates for This Week 


Michigan (4,045; 15-35-55-72-75) 
—'Flesh’ (M-G) and. stage show. 
away off to $14.000. Last week, 


‘Central Park’ (WB) and ‘Rio Rita’ 
on stage, poor $18,700. 

Fox (5,100; 15-25-35-55)—‘Call 
Her Savage’ (Fox) and stage show, 
may get $18,000. Last week ‘That's 
My Boy’ (Col) and ‘Follow Thru’ 
stage show, fair $17,500. 

Fisher (2,665: 15-25-35-55-72-75) 
—Mask of Fu Manchu’ (M-G) and 
stage show, mild $12,000. Last week 


‘Evenings for Sale’ (Par) very 
weak at $8,700. 
Downtown (2,750: 15-25-55)—'No 


(Col), 
‘Rockabye’ 


More Orchids’ 
Last week 
at $8,500. 
United Artists (2,018: 15-25-35- 
55-72-75)—‘Life Begins’ (WB). Not 
so bad at $10,000. Last week ‘I’m a 
Fugitive’ (WB) weak In its second 
week at $6,000. 

Paramount—Last 
week, ‘Crooked Cirele’ 
at $2,200. 


so-so $5,000. 
(Radio) oke 


week, closing 
(WW) weak 





Savage’ a 
Not much 


couple of sessions 
strength in the current 
one, and maybe $3,500 will be its 
fair total. ‘No More Orchids’ (Col) 
took a $3,900 for its stay, getting 
its best from the matron mats. 
Stanley (Loew-UA) (3,4000; 25 


ago. 





| dently 
| from the reviews being lavished on 
jthe production and Waliace Beery. 


25- 
35-40-55-65)-—‘Flesh’ (Metro). Evi- 
the king of the week 


class 


{Showing its results at the front 
|gate, and looks capable of hitting | 
| $15,000. a sock at the lowered gross, ! 


‘You Said a Mouthful’ (FN) 


i woefy! previously at $8,900. 








| designate 


Was 
igardless of the clarification. 


Minneapolis, Dec. 12. 

A seeming endless stretch of be- 
low zero weather together with the 
usual adverse seasonal influences 
is putting the finishing touches to 
the remains of business. 

The past few weeks have wit- 
nessed a virtual collapse of grosses, 
Even the outstanding attractions no 
longer cause anything remotely ree 
sembling a stampede of customers, 
Last week, for instance, ‘Prosperity,’ 
regarded as_ sure-fire box-office, 
made a comparatively feeble show- 
ing at the State, giving the house 
a neat profit but falling far under 


expectations in its takings. 

And at the Orpheum the sup- 
posedly strong combination of ‘Cone 
querors’ on the screen and the stage 
show also did a comparative bro- 
die,’ falling far behind anticipated 
returns. ‘Mouthful,’ at the Lyric, 
was another bad flop. On the other 
hand, ‘Last Mile’ gave the small 
and unimportant Aster its best trade 
in some time, but these results are 
not sufficiently significant to mean 
anything or to bring encourage- 
ment. 

Currently the loop holds two at- 
tractions Which ordinarily would 
spell prosperity, ‘Call Her Savage’ 
and ‘Rockabye.’ But in the face 
of the bitter weather and the pre- 
Christmas apathy even Bow and 
Bennett are powerless. As for 
Fairbanks’ latest, ‘Mr. Robinson 
Crusoe,’ it’s pretty slow at the Cen- 
tury. 

Plans to close 20 Publix houses 
in the territory through December 
were altered so that only eight the- 
atres, including five of the lesser 
nabes in the Twin Cities, went dark. 
At the Orpheum, the union mu- 
sicians and stage hands, as well as 
all other employes, took a 50% cut 
for the two weeks before Christmas 
to enable the house to remain open, 
But even with the reduced nut it 
looks like it will go plenty in the 
red for the period. 

Estimates for This Week 


State (Publix) (2,200; 55), ‘Call 
Her Savage’ (Fox). Plenty of in- 
terest in Bow's comeback, and pice 
ture liked, so maybe $7,000, not 
so hot, but remember the extreme 
cold. Last week ‘Prosperity’ (M-G), 
$12,300 on eight days, good, but 
about $5,000 less than expected. 

Orpheum (RKO) = (2,890; 55), 
‘Rockabye’ (RKO) and vaudeville, 
Plenty good and sexy picture that 
ordinarily would pull ’em in. Bene 
nett not so big here as in other 
spots, and $10,000 looks about the 
limit; merits more, but could be 
worse, too. Last week, ‘Conquerors’ 
(RKO) $9,000, very disappointing. . 

Century (Publix) (1,600; 40), ‘Mr. 
Robinson Crusoe’ (UA). Fairbanks 
means nothing here any more and 
picture pulled kids principally at 
10c a throw. Maybe $4,500, mild. 
Last week ‘One Way Passage’ 
(WB), poor $3,200. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 35), ‘Tiger 
Shark’ (FN). Robinson fair card 
and picture attracting some atten- 
tion; about $3,000, mild. Last week 
‘Mouthful’ (Fox), same. 

Uptown (Publix) (1,200; 40), ‘Red 
Dust’ (M-G). First eneighborhood 
showing, probably $2,500, fair. Last 
week ‘Big Broadcast’ (Par), $3,000, 
pretty good. - 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 35), ‘Big 
Broadcast’ (Par). Second loop 
showing should reach $3,200, good, 
Last week ‘Hot Saturday’ (Par) 
and ‘Payment Deferred’ (M-G), 
split and both first runs, $2,200, bad, 

Aster (Publix) (900; 25), ‘Blonde 
Venus’ (Par), ‘Congress Dances’ 
(UA) and ‘Pack Up Your Troubles’ 
(M-G), split, second loop” runs. 
Good $1.500. Last week ‘Last Mile’ 
(Tiff), first loop run and five days, 


and ‘Chandu’ (Fox), second loop 
run, two days: $1,600, big, with 
‘Last Mile’ bringing in most of 
dough. 


L. A.’s Idea of Studio 
Los Angeles, Dee. 12. 
For 


the first time since film stu- 
|dios have been assessed a license 
fee, by the city of Los Angeles, 
council has clarified the existing 
section covering these charges by 
expressly stipulating what consti- 


tutes a motion picture studio. Pro- 
vision as made is that this section 
of the city licensing ordinance shall 
as picture studios the 
place where motion pictures, or 
photoplays in which animated care 


j toons are used instead of actors are 
| taken or produced. 


It was pointed out that the stus 
dios producing cartoons were als 


ready paving the license fee re 


= Whey tren Ab 9 


o Lila ga EN ai eri Be co nites 





oF Aer Ko 


Semen eS Onna SHA ow 











ol 


noe 


~ 


be) pee 


e Aibiatgi i 


z 


1 Liptay MODEM AR irc Be oh ahead « 











‘Tuesday, December 13, 1932 


PICTURE GROSSES 











~ Quakertown Just Marking Time 





‘Dark House’s’ Good Notices May Hel It to 
91,,G—Stanley’s $12,000, Fox’s 18G, Mild 





Philadelphia, Bec. 12. 


Nothing hot this Week. In fact, 
@verything pests to about the 


Bleeziest six days the downtown 
thea*ves have seen in some time— 
mh not unnatural occurrence consid- 
ering the season of the year. 


‘Old Dark House’ received some 
gwell notices on its opening at the 
Stanton but hasn't clicked as ex- 
pected and if it makes the grade for 
more than a week, the dope will be 
completely scrambled. However, it 
figures at $9,500, which is better 
than house's recent grosses. 

The’ Boyd finally decided (late 
Friday) to hold ‘Red Dust’ in for a 
second week, which seemed sensible 
in view of the sturdy if not sensa- 
tional business. 

The Stanley, with ‘Under Cover 
Man, which also received good no- 
tices, will be lucky to get $12,000; 
while ‘Payment Deferred’ got off to 
such a bad start at the Karlton that 
it is expected to be withdrawn con- 
gpiderably short of a week's stay. 

The Fox with ‘False Faces,’ an 
Indie, also got a break from the crit- 
ics but not more than $18,000 indi- 
cated. 

Earle, with ‘Scarlet Dawn’ and 
Hobart Bosworth heading the vaude, 
unlikely to go over $13,000. 

With ‘Strange Interlude’ out of the 
Aldine, the town’s only roadshow 
film is ‘Maedchen,’ which is doing 
Very nicely indced at the Chestnut. 
Second week ought to beat the first 
with $10,000 likely. 

No big ones are listed until the 


holidays. The Aldine reopens 
Christmas Eve with ‘Sign of the 
Cross.’ 


Estimates for This Week 

Boyd (2,409; 35-55-75)—‘Red Dust’ 
(M-G). Although not quite as hot 
as expected this one was held over, 
on a last minute decision. Should 
get $13,000 or better this week as 
opposed to $16.500 in first six days. 

Stanley (3,700; 35-55-75)—‘Under 
Cover Man’ (Par). Nice notices but 
no more than $12,000 indicated. Last 
week, ‘Conquerors’ (WB) failed to 
reach expectations, $11,500, less than 
fair. 

Chestnut (1.599; 25-$1.50)—‘Maed- 
chen in Uniform.’ Roadshow film 
picking steadily and should boost 
its first week’s gross, $8,500. Three 
weeks only. 

Fox (3,000; 35-40-75)—‘False Faces’ 
(WW) and stage show. Indie pic- 
ture well liked by critics. Nothing 


much indicated in b. o., however, 
$18,000. Last week ‘Me and My Gal 
(Fox) $19,000 as expected, which 
wasn’t much. 

Stanton (1,700; 35-40-55)—‘Old 
Dark House’ (TJ). Fine notices 


should help some but not more than 
$9,500 expected. Hewever, that’s a 
boost of a Grand and.a half over re- 
cent average. Last week, “Thirteen 


Women’ (RKO) only $8,000, ordi- 
nary. 

Karlton (1,090; 30-40-55)—‘Pay- 
Ment Deferred’ (M-G). Started 


badly and not expected to last full 


week. If it does, $3,000 will be big. 
Last week, ‘Bill of Divorcement’ 


(RKO), shoved in when ‘Little Or- 
phan Annie’ (RKO) flivved after one 


day, got a very fine $6,000 for five 
days. 

Earle (2,000; 40-50-65)—‘Scarlet 
Dawn’ (WB) and vaude. Looks 
Yather dismal. Maybe $13,000. Last 
week, ‘Afraid to Talk’ (U), with 


Will Osborne’s band, got only $14,- 
000. Neither gross very forte. 

Arcadia (599: 380-40-55)—‘Smilin’ 
Thru’ (M-G). Looks like a mop-up 
On second run at this house. May 
hit $4,000 and will stick beyond six 
days. lLast week ‘Big Broadcast’ 
(Par), $2,500. 


EVERYTHING’S JAKE IN 


INDPLS. AND NO ALIBIS 


Indianapolis, Dec. 12. 
, Apparently biz is on the upgrade 
despite pre-Yuletide activity to 
draw ‘em into the stores. Down- 
town stores opening nights to show 
the wares, but s@lling nothing. 
Heavy advertising and exploitation 


helping to avoid usual seasonal 
ruts. 

Indiana has ‘Irene’ stage unit 
Coming in next week for its Xmas 


trade. 
Estimates for This Week 

_ Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25- 
35-50), ‘Airmail’ (U). Expected to 
Climb to $3,500, although started 
Slowly. Last week ‘Call Her Sav- 
age’ (Fox) proved biggest disap- 
Ppeintment of season. An expected 
Standout and perhaps second week 
biz never got started. Around $3,- 
000. Bow heretofore good b.o. here, 
and reams of copy on her come- 
back were expected to help. 


Circle (Skouras-Publix) (2,600; 
25-35-50), ‘Central Park’ (WB). 
Expected to reap around $7,000, 


Bood. Last week 
held up to $6,500, 

Indiana (Skouras-Publix) (3,300; 
25-35-59), ‘Devil Is Driving’ (Par). 


‘Rockabye’ (RKO) 





|A not so good, $10,000. 








+, 


Orchids and Contests 
Are Mild Lures in N. O. 


New Orleans, Dec. 12. 

The boys are trying hard this 
week with the Orpheum giving 
away orchids to the lucky ladies at 
the midnight premiere of ‘No More 
Orchids’ and the others with con- 
tests and whatnot but the take is 
just so-so. 

Best at the wicket is ‘Flesh’ 
showing nice flurry of strength at 
Loew's State. Saenger has ‘Call 
Her Savage’ and Orpheum, ‘Goona- 
Goona’ currently. Other houses 
sparsely occupied. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s State (3,218; 60), ‘Flesh’ 
(M-G). Liked here and Beery film 
may get $11,000, fair. Last week 
‘You Said a Mouthful’ (WB), $7,000, 
awful. 


Saenger (3,568; 60), ‘Call Her 
Savage’ (ox). Bow picture may 
just graze bad $9,000. Last week 
‘If I Had a Million’ (Par), $7,000, 
terrible. 

Orpheum (RKO) = (2,400; 60), 
‘Goona-Goona’ (Prin). Looks like 


ordinary $8,000. Last week ‘Rocka- 
bye’ (RKO) pulled fine $12,000. 
Strand (1,600; 40), ‘Mr. Robinson 


Crusoe’ (UA). Poor $1,500. Last 
week ‘One Way Passage’ (WB) 
quiet at $1,900. 

Tudor (800; 35), ‘Three on a 
Match’ (WB). Passable $1,800. 
Last week ‘Speak Easily’ (M-G), 


$2,20€, good. 

St. Charles (1,800; 26), ‘Sporting 
Age’ (Col). Lightest week thus far, 
just $1,000. Last week ‘Crooked 
Circle’ (WW), mediocre $1,100. 


TIS THE WEEKS BEFORE 
XMAS ALSO IN THE HUB 


Boston, Dec. 12. 

Green this Yuletide may or 
may not be; the sky may be in the 
blue, but the rialto generally’s in 
the red. It cannot be blamed to 
lack of product, for some pretty 
good boxoffice films are on view, 
with at least three good stage 
shows to help out. But it’s just 
the annual seasonal slowdown and 
the theatres won’t be out of the 
trenches till after Xmas. 

Only the State, with ‘Flesh’ is in 
the okay money, $15,000. 

Ordinarily Clara Bow on screen 
would spell $ for the Met but there 
is ill omen in the fact that slant- 
ingly across Tremont street ‘Maed- 
chen in Uniform’ folded up Satur- 
day night after a two weeks run at 
the Majestic—poor business! 

At the Boston, Connie Bennett in 
‘Rockabye’ is keeping the wolf not 
much nearer from the door. Like 
the Met the Boston has an unusu- 
ally good revue on stage. Keith's, 
with only a fair vaude bill, and two 
hopeless films, is in for as bad a 
trimming. Ditto for Orpheum even 
though it had superior acting and 
direction in Wallace Beery’s latest, 
‘Flesh.’ Paramount used two first- 
runs to keep its head above water. 

Publix. houses fared worse for a 
sudden cut in advertising gave the 
opposish a chance to smack out 
extra big copy to lure what fans 
were footloose from Xmas_ shop- 
ping. 

Estimates for This Week 

Keiths (RKO) (4,000; 35-50-83), 
‘Goona-Goona’ (Cameo) and 
‘Slightly Married’ (Invincible) and 





vaude. Poor for $10,000. Last week 
‘No More Orchids’ (Col) tepid at 
$16,000. 

Boston (RKO) (4,000; 25-40-55), 


and vaude. 
Last week 
‘Conquerors’ (Radio) less than fair, 
$11,500. 

Orpheum (Loew) 


‘Rockabye’ (Radio) 


25-50), 


(3,000; 


i ‘Flesh’ (M-G). Fair, $14,000. Last 
week, ‘Payment Deferred’ (M-G), 
poor, $11,000. 

State (Loew) (3,500; 80-50), 
‘Flesh’ (M-G). Okay, $15,000. Last 
week, ‘Payment Deferred’ (M-G), 
very poor $8,400. 

Met (Publix) (4.380: 35-55-75), 
‘Call Her Savage’ (Fox) and lavish 


stage show, $22,000, off. Last week 
‘Tess’ (Fox) and stage show, $23,- 
509. 

Paramount (Publix) 
30-55-66), ‘Central Park’ (FN) 
‘Devil Is Driving’ (Par). Mild 
$8,000. Last week ‘Match 
(FN), poor, $6,900, 


(1.800; 25- 
and 

at 
King’ 








May catch on for $8,000 to lead the 


field. Last week ‘American Mad- 
ness’ (Col) got around $5,500. 

Palace (Loew) (2,800; 25-35-50), 
‘Flesh’ (M-G). Looks second best 
this week. Beery always good b.o. 
and may see $8,000. Last week 
‘Man Against Woman’ (Col) just 
fair at $4,800. 

Lyric (Fourth Ave.) (2,600; 25- 
35-50), ‘Me and My Gal’ (Fox) and 
vaude. Should boost the spot’s 
ante to $10,000. Last week ‘Afraid 
to Talk’ (U) and vaude ended at 
$7,590. 


| Clicking for nice 











BUFFALO DITTS 


They Also Heard About Xmas, 
Judging by the B. O. Dips 


Buffalo, Dec. 12. 


Buffalo is earning its name as 
one of country’s poor show towns 
Xmas, weather and all is even hold- 
ing Clara Bow down to $15,000 at 
the Buffalo. 

‘False Faces’ at the indie Lafay- 
ette is so-so at $6,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Publix (3,600; 30-40-65) 
—‘Call Her Savage’ (Fox) and stage 
show. Clara Bow disappointing b.o. 
here at only $15,000. Last week 
‘Tess’ (Fox) did only a little better, 
$15,300, poor. 

Great Lakes (Publix) (3,400; 25- 
40)—“Too Busy to Work’ (Fox). Will 
be lucky to get $7,000, away off. 
Last week ‘Life Begins’ (WB) §$8,- 
700, weak. 


Century (Publix) (3,400; 25)— 
‘Red Dust’ (M-G). Maybe $5,500, 
n.s.g. Last week ‘Rain’ (M-G) 


dipped to $3,900. 

Hipp (Publix) (2,400; 25)—‘Mask 
of Fu Manchu’ (M-G). Only $5,000 
in sight, poor. Last week (Hell's 
Highway’ (RKO) $5,900. 

Lafayette (Ind.) (3,400; 25)— 
‘False Faces’ (WW). So-so at $6,- 
000. Last week ‘Virtue’ (Col) and 
‘Last Man’ (Col) over $9,000, big. 


Long Undie Temp. 
Makes for Short 


Grosses, Frisco 


San Francisco, Dec. 12. 
Snow and the coldest weather 
since 1908, along with occasional 


rains are cutting into business. 
Thermometer has been 39, which is 
long undie weather here. 

Paramount playing Wallace Beery 
is ‘Flesh’ looks like the winner of 
the town with competitors not ex- 
hibiting usual punch, 

Paramount has been playing ace 
stuff past few weeks, including 
‘Prosperity,’ ‘Call Her Savage’ and 
the current ‘Flesh. Holding films, 
but one week on account of high 
percentage rates the take has been 
splendid. 

Fox West Coast’s deal with War- 
ners for local WB house went 
through Thursday night (8) after 
several offs and .ons, and theatre 
is now under FWC banner. ‘Trouble 
in Paradise,’ now playing, doing 
quite well. 

Joe Leo’s latest date to open the 
Fox is Christmas Day. RKO will 
open the Orpheum 10 days ahead of 
schedule with filmization of ‘Pas- 
sion Play.’ 

Herman Cohen’s Strand has been 
cleaning up with a for-men-only 

(Continued on page 46) 


NABES’ 1ST RUNS DENT 
DOWNTOWN PORTLAND 


Portland, Ore., Dec. 12. 

RKO Orpheum is dark and may 
reopen Dec. 25. Orpheum’s closing 
left Fox-Parker with virtually all 
first run spots in the burg with ex- 
ception of Hamrick’s Oriental. 

Fox-Parker also reopened the old 
Liberty with new first-run policy of 
low admish, 15-20e. Currently the 
Liberty has ‘Wild Horse Mesa’ and 
getting biz. 

‘Rain’ held over for nine days at 
the U. A. and clicked for better than 
average, although that type of pic- 
ture not generally connecting in the 
burg at this time. 

Geller's Aladdin, nabe indie, 
showed Col’s ‘Dreyfus Case,’ first 
run in the burg for one week and 
connected for good biz. Indications 
are that nabe houses are going more 
and more for first-run_ pictures. 
Trend recently has been building up 
the nabe biz at the cost of down- 
town spots. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Fox-Parker) (2,000; 
25-65)—‘You Said a Mouthful’ (FN) 
and F&M stage unit. 'Going fairly 
and should get average biz around 
$10,000. Last week “Call Her Savy- 
age’ (Fox) didn’t get as much atten- 
tion as expected; $8,500, off. 

United Artists (Fox-Parker) (1,- 
000; 25-55)—If I Had Million (Par). 
results and may 
get up to $6,000. Last week ‘Rain’ 
(MG) held for nine days and okay 
at $7,300. 

Oriental (Hamrick) (2,500; 25-35) 
—‘Crooked Circle’ (WW). Getting 
attention and should connect for 
$3,000. Last week had ‘Good Tims 
Girl’ (WB) and did fairly, $2,600. 

Liberty (Iox-Parker) (2,000; 15- 
20)—‘Wild Horse Mesa’ (Par). New 
first-run policy here getting across 
at low admish. This week's ‘Mesa’ 
good for $3,500. Last week ‘Amazon 
Head Hunters’ (Prin) off, $2,009. 
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Week-end Blizzards No Help to 
Santa Clawed B way; ‘Farewells 
Brisk Start; Cap, 51G; ‘King,’ 236 





Usual pre-Christmas slump that’s 
cutting down the normal off-busi- 
ness to be expected from all pic- 
tures, good and bad, wasn't enough. 
The week-end snowstorm had to 
arrive to make things worse. Be- 
tween the two Broadway theatres 
this week are in an unexpectedly 
tough spot. 

Usual automobile trade Saturday 
and Sunday fell away with the 
snow blizzard, together with a lot 
of patronage that figured it was 
more comfortable—or safter—to stick 
close by the radio. 

Current grosses and up to Christ- 
mas cannot be accepted as a guide 
to any picture’s box-office worth in 


New York or elsewhere, with the 
blizzards also having extended 


pretty far south and west, and taken 
its toll in a larger number of spots 
than usual. 

The Roxy is perhaps the hardest 
hit of the New York group, with a 
new all-time low of $22,000 threat- 
ened. ‘Me and My Gal’ (Spencer 
Tracy-Joan Bennett) apparentiy 
isn’t proving strong enough to draw 
against the terrific odds of the mo- 
ment. Closing of house is again 
threatened, with Harry G. Kosch 
having resigned as receiver during 
the past week. 

The Paramount with ‘Uptown 
New York,’ is also struck midships. 
Suffering seriously over the week- 
end, picture will go out after six 
days, ‘Devil Is Driving’ coming in 
prematurely on Thursday (15). On 
the six days house will be lucky to 
get $28,000. 

In ratio to overhead, the Strand 
appears to be in the best shape 
currently with ‘Match King,’ which 
is drawing the Swedes  heav- 
ily. Getting a good start on a 


COMBOS AND ‘FLESH,’ 
156, LEAD DULL PROV. 


Providence, Dec. 12. 

Things are still more or less 
topsy-turvy. Houses are fighting 
every inch of the way to keep from 
sliding, but it looks like the crepe 
for most of the stands. 

Loew's State and Majestic are 
outstanding, but stage opposish is 
cutting deeply into their grosses. 
Wally Beery’s new film, ‘Flesh,’ at 
Loew’s is doing well but it should be 
better. Whether it will pace much 
ahead of Clara Bow at the Majestic 
is problematical. 

RKO Albee and Fay’s, the two 
combo houses, are okay, the answer 
being the stage shows. Paramount, 
in its second week of stage attrac- 
tions, is having no set-up with ‘Un- 
dercover Man’ on the screen. The 
small RKO Victory is doing nicely 
with a twin bill headed by ‘Thirteen 
Women,’ the low prices being large- 
ly responsible. 

Legit opposish headed by Walter 
Hampden’s ‘Cyrano,’ at the Carlton. 
Estimates for This Week 

RKO Albee (2,200; 15-66)—Pen- 
gzuin Pool Murder’ (Radio) and 
vaude. Frankie Richardson and a 
couple of other acts are doing the 
business for this spot, the picture no 
help at all. Gross okay at $8,000, 
with prospects of a jump slim. Last 
week ‘No More Orchids’ (Col) was 
swell at $11,300, and mostly because 
of the exceptional vaudeville bill. 








Fay’s (1,600; 15-55) —‘Women 
Won't Tell’ (Chest.) and vaude. 
Stage show heavily plugged, and 


house asking no bones of the fact 
that it will be because of the variety 
bill if gross hits anywhere near $6,- 
000, so-so. Last week ‘False Faces’ 
(WW) built up to $8,000 with the 
help of vaude. 

Loew’s State (3,700; 15-55)— 
‘Flesh’ (M-G). House apparently 
out of the darkness this week, and 
the box office should tilt at least 
$13,009. While this is below figure 
usually garnered by Wallace Beery 
in this town, it represents about 
triple the average gross house has 
been getting. Last week ‘Man 
Against Women’ (Col) didn't do so 
well, $7,600. 

Majestic (2,200; 15-55)—‘Call Her 
Savage’ (Fox) and ‘Her Mad Night’ 
(Mayfair). Bill way below usual 
standard of double features here. 
However, Bow is coining a neat 
gross at around $10,000. Last week 
‘Tess’ (Fox) and ‘Blame the Women’ 


(Prin) oke at $7,800. 

Paramount (2,200; 5-55)—Un- 
dercover Man’ (Par) and stage unit 
with Billy Lossez and his Hotel Bilt- 
more orchestra. Stage attraction no 
help. Lossez has been here: too 
often to be of value. Lucky to touch 


$4,500, n. g Last week ‘Evening: 

for Sale’ (Par) also n. g. at $4,200. 
RKO Victory (1,600; 10-25-30) 

‘Thirteen Women’ (Col) and ‘Ex- 





Wednesday opening (7), take indi- 
cated is $23,000, giving house a profit. 


Enthusiasm alse runs high for 
‘Farewell to Arms,’ which got into 
the Criterion Thursday night (8) 


and before anyone knew anything 
about the snowstorm was off to a 
good start with a strong advance 


sale. On the first three days the 
roadshow picture got $7,600, very 
good at $1.50. 

Capitol is under a heavy over- 


head this week with Paul Whiteman 
and Morton Downey on its rostrum 
but $51,000 is not bad. Picture is 
‘Flesh,’ with Wallace Beery the 
draw from that end. 

Along with the balance of Broad- 
way, ‘Sign of the Cross’ at the Ri- 
alto and ‘Kid from Spain’ at the 
Palace, each cn a two-a-day basis, 
are having a struggle. They are 
trying at the wrong time, both of 
them, but with arrival of Christmas, 
their true b. 0. worth will be more 
apparent. This will be particularly 
true of ‘Cross,’ which followed 
‘Kid,’ offering itself just as the pre- 
Xmas drawbacks began. On its ini- 
tial week ‘Cross’ went under $15,000. 

‘Kid’ on its second week did $12,- 
200. On the weekend (three days}, 
which may indicate how the ele- 
ments figured, its draft at the b. o. 
was $5,100, tearing down its chances 
for a good third week, as was ex- 
pected. 

Unless it picks up after the snow- 
storm’s smack in the jaw, ‘If I Had 
a Million’ at Rivoli will not do over 
$17,000, little more than half of the 
$30,000 it got the first week. 

Both the Mayfair and Winter 
Garden have 9 sad tale to tell. For- 
mer with ‘Secrets of French Police’ 
will be lucky to ensnare $14,000. 
Garden on ‘Central Park’ is hoping 
for $12,000. 

Giving up the Garden Jan. 15, WB 
is planning to get its Hollywood 
under way Dec. 23 under a similar 
policy. First picture will be ‘Lawyer 
Man’ (WB), with William Powell. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; 83-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) 
—‘Strange Interlude’ (M-G) (15th 
week). ‘Rasputin’, long delayed at 
the studio, has finally been set te 
open here Dec. 23 in time to crash 
holiday possibilities. 


Capitol (5,400; 35-72-83-$1.10- 
$1.65) —‘Flesh’ (M-G) and_ stage 
show. Paul Whiteman and Morton 


Downey on stage, with Wallace 
Beery on screen, combining to save 
house from a lower figure than $51,- 
000, not bad in view of handicaps. 
Last week ‘Mask of Fu Manchu’ 
(M-G) took the toboggan for under 
$40,000. , 

Criterion (875; 25-40-83-$1.10- 
$1.65) —‘Farewell to Arms’ (Par). 
Opened Thursday night (8) with a 
good advance sale its way of bilking 
the unexpected blizzard. On first 
three days got $7,600, good business. 

Mayfair (2,200; 35-72-83)—‘Se- 
crets of French Police’ (Radio). 
Suffering with others on Broadway 
and only $14,000 likely, if that. 
‘Sport Parade’ (Radio) comes in 
Thursday (15). Last week ‘Rock- 
abye’ (Radio) reached $18,100, okay. 

Palace (1,700; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) 
—‘Kid from Spain’ (UA) (3d week). 
After a second week of $12,200, was 
hit over the week-end to tune of 
$5,100. Goldwyn has Patace until 
Jan. 12, when ‘Kid’ goes on national 
release, 

Paramount (3,644; 40-72-94-$1.10) 
—‘Uptown New York’ (Par) and 
Stage show. Off to a bad start, with 
danger on a seven-day week of go- 
ign under house's $32,000 low, but 
picture goes’ out tomorrow night 
(Wednesday) on a probable $28,000 
for the six days. Last week ‘Under- 
cover Man,’ with Fannie Brice and 
George Jessel on stage, only $48,500 
weak. 

Rialto (2,000; $1.10-$1.65—‘Sign 
of Cross’ (Par) (2nd week). Down 
on one knee through the pre-Xmas 
b. o. steal, weather, etc. First week 
under $14,000. 

Rivoli (2,200; 40-55-72-94-$1.10)— 
If I Had a Million’ (Par) (2nd 
week). Will be fortunate to get 
$17,000, unless picking up on better 
weather conditions. This is clase 
to 50% of what pic got first week 
to 


$30,000. ‘Cynara’ (UA) slated 
open Dec. 24. 
Roxy (6,200; 35-55-83-$1.65)—"Me 


and My Gal’ (iIox) and stage show. 


Down in the low figures anyway re- 
cently, added b. o. illls threaten a 
new low of $22,000 for the house 
this week. Preceding week it took 
a bad licking, also, $29,600 on ‘Tco 
Busy to Work’ (fox). . 
Strand (2,900: 35-55-83-94-$1.10) 


—‘Mateh King’ (FN). Off to a fast 
clip, despite the .week-end may hit 
$23,000 and will hold over a second 
week. ‘TFugitive’ (WB) on its fourth 
(final) week of six days $19,700, no 


squawk. 
Winter Garden (1,418; 35-55-83- 
94)—‘Central Park’ (WB). Failing 


posed.” Good and sure of hitting/to attract the wary dollar and $12,- 
$2,800 Last week ‘Sport Parade’}000 won't be so good. Joe E. 
(Radio) and ‘Washington Merry-| Brown's picture, ‘You Said Mouth- 


Go-Round’ (Col) oke at $2,700. 


ful’ on its third week, lured $10,300. 
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w Too Hot; : 
Frigid Denver 
Melts, OK 126 


Denver, Dec. 12. 
Longest below zero stretch put- 
ting crimp in box offices. Ther- 
mometer went to 12 below several 


times, which, with snow, is hurting 
all first runs. 

‘Silver Dollar,’ first film going two 
weeks at the Denver, took a nose- 
dive. Too big a house to keep pic- 
ture over. 

Clara Bow picture at the Orpheum 
pleased and got lot word-of-mouth 
advertising, keeping the box office 
pretty busy despite sub-zero tem- 
peratures. With good weather house 
would have been packed day after 
day. 

Denham felt cold weather worst 
of any first run, doing half usual 
business with one of best films since 
opening. Sun ceme out for a short 
time Sunday and business at Den- 
ham took spurt, but did not last 
long. Paramount on split week felt 
sting of cold and took it on the chin, 
while the little Rialto seems headed 
toward pretty good finish. 

Estimates for This Week 


Denham (Hellborn) (1,700; 15-25) 
— ‘Strange Love of Molly Louvain’ 
(FN). Weather a k. 0.; only $1,800. 
Last week ‘The Man Called Back’ 
(WW) did a fine $3,400. 

Denver (Publix) (2,500; 25-35-40- 
50)—‘Silver Dollar’ (FN) (2d week). 
Jackie Kaderly at the organ. An- 
other sub-zero victim and dipped to 
under $5,000 on the h. o. Last week 
‘Dollar’ was a natural for this burg; 
over $15,000. 

Orpheum (RKO-Huffman) (2,600; 
25-35-40-50)—‘Call Her Savage’ 
(Fox). West Masters at the organ. 
Clara Bow too red hot here to be 
frozen by the temperature; nifty 
$12,000. Last week ‘Conquerors’ 
(Radio) did a good $10,500. 

Paramount (Publix) (2,000; 25-40) 
—'‘Faithless’ (M-G) and ‘Devil Is 
Driving’ (Par), split week. Mild at 
under $3,000. Last week ‘They Call 
It Sin’ (FN) and ‘Mask of Fu Man- 
chu’ (M-G) did $3,500 on a split 
week. 

Rialto (RKO-Huffman) (900; 20- 
25-40)—‘One Way Passage’ (WB). 
Average $2,500. Last week ‘Wild 
Girl’ (Fox) and ‘Most Dangerous 
Game’ (Radio) did a fair $2,500. 


Besides the Weather 
And Season, Seattle 
Has Other Troubles 


Seattle, Dec. 12. 

Musicians walked out at the Par- 
amount suddenly Wednesday (7) 
night, leaving Fanchon-Marco stage 
show, ‘Mystery’ out on a limb. Man- 
agement went on straight pix policy 
with admish cut to 25c. from 65c., 
but the walkout lasted just one day, 
stage show and band returning to 
complete week at former admission 
top of 65c. It’s temporary truce 
only, with manageinent eutting band 
from 30 to 15 pieces, forced by econ- 
omic status, house going into the 
red. New Fox policy here in effect 
next week means stage shows stay 
at the Paramount with admish re- 
duced to 55c. and double bills at 
Fifth Ave. to admish of 40c., while 
the Fox theatre closes. Coliseum 
also going for double bills at two 
bits. 

‘Grand Hotel’ geiting oke money 
at Coliseum this week. 

Coldest weather of 
attendance at shows 
all around. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (FWC) (3,106; 25-35) 
—‘Sherlock Holmes’ (Fox), and 
stage show. Plenty of red ink, $7,- 
000. Last week, ‘Call Her Savage’ 
(Fox), so-so with stage show, $9,300. 











year cut into 
Business off 


Fifth Avenue (FWC) (2,600; 25- 
565)—‘Faithless’ (M-G). Montgom- 
ery billed big above Bankhead. 
Good at $5,500. Last week, ‘Pros- 
perity’ (M-G), second week, $5,400. 


Liberty (Jensen-von Herberg) (2,- 
000; 10-15-25)—Explorers of the 
World’ (Raspin). Great exploitation, 
backed with balanced program, 
helping reach $5,000, not bad. Last 
week, ‘Red Haired Alibi’ (Mas) had 
oke pull for $5,106. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (950; 25-55) 
—Three on a Match’ (FN). Billing 
four stars, but $2,500 is slow dough. 
Last week, One Way Passage’ (WB) 
didn’t get so far, mild at $3.100. 

Fox (FWC) (2,100; 15-25-35)— 
‘Rackety Rax’ (Fox), and ‘Payment 
Deferred’ (M-G). Better money at 
$2,600, but still weak. Last week, 
‘Almost Married’ (Fox), and ‘Golden 


West’ (Fox). slow at $2,400. 
Coliseum (F\VC) (1,800; 15-35)— 
‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G). In for entire 


week, makes this bright spot; looks 
to reach a big $4,000, best money in 
many months. Last week, ‘Tiger 
Shark’ (\W'>), and ‘Successful Cal- 
amity’ (WS), fair $2,600, 


Even the Elements Have 
It in for Clmbs’ Cinemas 


Columbus, Dec. 12. 
This city’s worst storm in years, 
which tied up all motor traffic over 
the week end, due to snow and ice, 


did all theatres plenty of harm. 
Added to this is the pre-holiday dol- 
drum period. Together it meant 


biz is hit plenty. 

The Ohio showing ‘Flesh,’ the Ma- 
jestic with ‘Goona-Goona’ and the 
Grand with ‘One Way Passage’ have 
chances of staying out of the red, 
but hardly better than that. Other 
houses lighter.. 

Christmas week is being boomed 
in advance by all houses. RKO 
Palace is to have condensed ‘Rio 
Rita’ on stage, together with film. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (RKO) (3,074; 35-55) (Col) 
‘No More Orchid.’ Looks like near 
record low at $3,500. Last week 
‘Trouble in Paradise’ (Par) and na- 
tional revue okay $9,500. 

Ohio (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25-40)— 
‘Flesh’ (M-G). Looks like the win- 
ner in a light week. Should hit fair 
enough $8,500. Last week ‘Man 
‘Man Against Woman’ (Col) failed 
to hit; if off for better than $9,000, 
even. 

Broad (Loew-UA) (2,500; 25-40)— 
‘Me and My Gal’ (Fox). Hardly 
right enough to garner more than 
average $7,000, and happy at that 
figure. Last week ‘If I Had a Mil- 
lion’ (Par) mighty nice $10,800. 

Grand (Neth) (1,100; 25-40)— 
‘One Way Passage’ (WB). 100d 
enough to ride through for $5,500. 
Last week “They Call It Sin’ (WB) 
none too hot at $4,600. 


Hartman (Great Lakes) (1,400; 
25-40) —‘Man Called Back’ (WW). 


Looks none too forte with light $z,- 
500 in sight. Last week ‘Crooked 
Circle’ (WW) also light at $2,400. 

Majestic (RKO) (1,100; 20-35)— 
‘Goona Goona’ and ‘Slightly Mar- 
ried.’ Twin bill should get plenty 
good $3,000. Last week ‘This Sport- 
ing Age’ (Col), fair $2,300. 


COLD AND SLEET ADDS 
TO THOSE ST. L. BLUES 


St. Louis, Dec. 12. 

Bitter cold and snow and slippery 
streets are not helping the cinemas 
any. That despite the fact there is 
one less now, and the four remain- 
ing have fair programs. ‘Total busi- 
ness will be no more than just about 
the average. 

It takes more than inclement 
weather, though, to keep the fans 
in this city away from a Beery film, 
apparently. His ‘Flesh,’ at Loew’s 
State, is easily leading the pack, the 
house heading for a nice take of 
$16,000. 

Brooke Johns’ return to the Am- 
bassador as m. c. means nothing, 
apparently. 

Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (WB) (3,000; 35-50- 
65)—‘False Faces’ (WW) and return 
of Brooke Johns as master of cere- 
monies. Only average at $10,000. 
Last week ‘You Said a Mouthful’ 
(FN) $11,000, oke. 

Fox (Fox) (6,000; 25-35-50) —‘This 
Sporting Age’ (Col) and F-M unit. 
Will do well to get $9,000, fair. Last 
week ‘Me and My Gal’ (Fox) same. 

Loew’s State (3,000; 25-35-50)— 
’Flesh’ (M-G). Looks like an oke 
$16,000. Last week ‘Man Against 
Woman’ (Col) mild $9,900. 

Missouri (RKO) (3,500; 25-35-50) 
—‘Evenings for Sale’ (Par) and 
‘Most Dangerous Game’ (RKO). 
Fairish for $6,000. Last week ‘He 
Learned About Women’ (Par) and 
‘That’s My Boy’ (Col) $4,200, off. 








Thermometer Drops, So 
Does Tacoma’s Pic Biz 


Tacoma, Dec. 12. 

Temperature dropped this week 
and so does biz. Home fires and 
radio and Xmas economizing seem 
the style. Fairish attractions, how- 
ever, are luring some downtown. 

From three-a-week to twice 
weekly and double programs is the 
new order at the Rialto. This seems 
headed to build the gross for this 
house, the double bill appeal being 
stronger in lower-price scale than 
in the top de luxers. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (F WC) (1,400; 25-40)— 
‘Too Busy to Work’ (Fox) for five 
days, then ‘Old Dark House’ (U), 
two days. Will Rogers’ following 
helped for fair $3,500. Last week 
‘Little Orphan Annie’ (Rad) and 
‘Big Broadcast’ (Par), fair at $3,400. 

Rialto (FWC) (1,200; 15-20-25)— 
‘Hot Saturday’ (Par), with ‘Secrets 
of French Police’ (Rad) first half. 
then ‘Sherlock Holmes’ (Fox) and 
‘Deception’ (Col) to finish week. 
Fair $1,900. Last week ‘Night After 
Night’ (Par), ‘Unashamed’ (M-(CG) 
and ‘That’s My Boy’ (M-G), 3-split, 
slow at $1,550. 


Roxy (Jensen-von Herberg) (1,- 





300; 15-25)—‘Bad Man’ (UU). 
| Mix billed heavily, and 

| House’ (Mascot) split week, 
| erate at $3,500, for six days. Last 
|} week ‘Virtue’ (Col) and ‘Strange 
| Justice’ (Rad) oke at $3,900 

| Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650: 25) 
|—‘Three on a Match’ @'N). Mild 
biz, $2,000. Last week, ‘Rain’ (TA) 
} big at $3,100 for eight days. 


Tom 
‘Hell's 
mod- 


CINCY ONE SPOT 
WHERE BIZ 
SEEMS OK 


Cincinnati, Dec. 12. 
Films are having their fling here, 
the Albee being sans stage shows 


this week and next. 

The Shubert, lone legit stand, is 
dark until New Year’s Day, and the 
Empress, burlesque, the only down- 
town theatre with flesh. 

Although Yule buying is having 
its effect and weekend traffic was 
slowed by snow, slush and ice, pic- 
tures are getting a good play. 

Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,300; 30-55)—‘Tess 
of the Storm Country’ (Fox). Far- 
rell and Gaynor large lettered and 
lucky to draw over $12,000, oke. No 
stage show this week or next for 
the only time this house has been 
straight screen. Last week ‘Hot 
Saturday’ (Par) and F-M ‘Birthday 
Party’ unit drew $11,300. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 30-55)—‘If 
I Had a Million’ (Par). This prod- 
uct’s gang of names glittering for 
$12,000, very nice. Last week ‘Sher- 
lock Holmes’ (Fox) bagged $8,800, 
fair. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,285; 30-55)—‘Eve- 
nings for Sale’ (Par). Trying to 
draw on the sex mob, but $4,000 n. s. 
h. Last week ‘Prosperity’ (M-G) 
ended three weeks’ run with $8,000, 
good. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 25-40)— 
‘False Faces’ (WW). Theme plugged 
as an expose of the beauty racket, 
with Lowell Sherman rating second 
billing. Lifting $4,300, fair. Last 
week ‘Central Park’ (WB) had ’em 
strolling for a good $5,700. 





Grand (RKO) (1,025; 15-30)— 
‘Goona Goona’ (ist Div.). Adver- 
tised as being ‘recommended for 


aduts only’ and given a tropical 
lobby splurge. Luring $4,000, good. 
Last week ‘Deception’ (Col) disap- 
pointed with $1,500. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)—‘Hell 
Fire Austin’ (Ed) and ‘Sport Parade’ 
(RKO). . Split week okay at $2,200. 
Last week ‘Vanity Street’ (Col) and 
‘Parisian Romance’ (1st Div.). $2,- 
300. 

Ufa (400; 30-40)—‘Pride of Third 
Company’ (Capitol). German pic- 
ture getting $800, poor. Last week 
‘Gitta Reveals Her Heart’ (Capitol), 
all-German, $1,000, fair. 


WASH. GOES SEX, 
BUT LiL HELP 





Washington, Dec. 12. 
Pre-Christmas slump, worst 
snowstorm of season and threat of 
11% gov’t pay cut hitting b.o. hard 
this week. Only house reaching ex- 
pectations is Palace with ‘Red Dust.’ 
Town has gone sexy in big way 
this week with Met plastering 
‘Goona-Goona’ stills all over ads 
and store windows, Keith’s playing 
up nude statue in ‘Secrets of French 
Police’ and Palace giving Harlow 
usual tremendous build-up. 

Palace and Keith’s coughed up 
plenty for false fronts and spend- 
ing week-end cleaning ice and snow 
off them. e 

‘Rockabye’ quit Keith’s last week 
after a bad start, which picked up 
to $9,000 by Thursday. Week dem- 
onstrated that Bennett is not what 
she used to be. Time was when 
she could be spotted in toughest 
week of season and come through 
with $11,000 with second week cer- 
tain. 

Estimates for Week 

Earle (Warner) (2,424; 25-30-40- 
50-60-70)—‘Match King’ (FN) and 
vaude. Bad along with everybody 
else, $15,500. Last week ‘They Call 
It Sin’ (WB) got by with $17,500. 

Palace (Loew) (2,363; 25-50-70)— 
‘Red Dust’ (M-G). Only happy b.o. 
in town. Headed for beautiful $18,- 
000. Last week ‘Tess’ (Fox) dis- 
appointed with only $14,500. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 15-25-35- 
60)—‘Secrets of French Police’ 
(Radio). Hearst papers helped a 
lot, but lucky to make $6,800. Last 
week ‘Rockabye’ (RKO) got good 
$9,000, but not up to Bennett stand- 
ard. 

Fox (Loew) (3,434; 15-25-35-60)— 
‘Me and My Gal’ (Fox) and vaude. 
Having tough time to get $17,000. 
Last week ‘If I Had a Million’ (Par) 
fair $20,000. 

Met (Warner) (1,583; 25-35-50- 
70) — ‘Goona-Goona’ (ist Div). 
Plenty of ballyhoo, but will have to 
be content with $7,000. Last week 
second of ‘Cabin Cotton’ (WB) 
made usual $4,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,232; 15-25- 
40)—Stranger in Town’ (WB). 
Second WB pix in row getting nice 
| $3.300. Last week ‘Big City Blues’ 
} (WB) turned in acceptable $2,900. 





Lincoln’s Not Kiddin’, 
It’s Pre-Xmas, ’n’ How 


Lincoln, Neb., Dec. 12. 

Whole town has gone completely 
Christmasy. Last week the cash- 
iers went to sleep, cobwebs got on 
the till and there wasr't a customer 
in sight. A poll of all the matinees 
in town every day wouldn't have 
made one good one. 

Houses previously talking of clos- 
ing now wish they had until after 
the slump. Winter has descended 
with bitter cold and about five 
inches of snow. Talk seems to 
favor the fireside and the radio to 
the theatre. 

‘Flesh’ looks best on the present 
bill at the Stuart, but won’t do any 
great shakes. ‘Washington Merry- 
Go-Round’ billed at the Lincoln 
may get a little political trade pre- 
ceding the opening of state legisla- 
tion. 


Estimates for This Week 
Colonial (LTC) (750; 10-15-20), 
‘Me and My Gal’ (Fox) first half 


and ‘Kongo’ (M-G) last half. Due 
for a probable low $600. Last week 
‘Such Fools’ (Radio) first half and 
‘Men of America’ (Radio) last half, 


$650. 
Lincoln (LTC) (1,600; 10-25-40), 
‘Merry-Go-Round’ (Col). Should 


be the only timely click on the 
schedule, but weak at $1,906. Last 
week ‘Savage’ (Fox) did fair but 
not up to expectations at $2,100. 
Orpheum (LTC) (1,200; 10-20- 
30), ‘Faithless’ (M-G) first half and 
‘Sport Parade’ (Radio). Will string 
along to very moderate $850. Last 
week ‘Phantom’ (Radio) first half 
and ‘Orphan Annie’ (Radio) last 
half closed short at $875. 

State (Monroe) (500; 10-25-35), 
‘Uptown New York’ (WW). Off to 
a very slim outlook to probable 
$750. Last week ‘Breach of Prom- 
ise’ (WW) veered into nothingness 


at $650. 

Stuart 10-25-35- 
50-60), ‘Flesh’ (M-G). Looks 
wobbly to possible $2,100. Last 

‘Rain’ (UA) succeeded in 


(LTC) (1,900; 


week 
keeping patrons away from the b.o. 
to $1,900. 


K. C. BULLISH ON CROOK 
PIX; ‘UNDERCOVER’ 96 


Kansas City, Dee. 12. 

Coldest weather of the season, ac- 
companied by severe snowstorms 
over the week-end, put a damper 
on the amusements, and what is 
left of the downtown first runners 
do not promise anything great for 
the week. 

The screens are given over to 
crooks, of one kind or another, this 
week and the customers have just 
about their fill of the underworld 
stuff. Loew’s Midland with the 
town’s own Wallace Beery in ‘Flesh’ 
will lead everything. Picture has 
been billed heavily as another ‘ex- 
clusive’ and the fans have com- 
menced to believe the exclusive bill- 


ing means what it says, despite 
countless rumors that it was only 
another publicity stunt. Manage- 
ment has a nifty tie-up with one of 
the big chain stores which is taking 
motion pictures of the kids, and the 
pictures are to be shown in the 
Midiand. Kids are going for it 
strong, and bringing their parents. 
Store is giving theatre and picture 
‘Flesh’ lots of space in its newspa- 
per advertising. 

‘Undercover Man’ brings George 
Raft to the Newman, and he is 
building a great following for the 
house, but weather and pre-Xmas 
will hurt some. 

Next door the Liberty has ‘Hell’s 
Highway’ and a couple of miles out 
in the Broadway section the Up- 
town (Fox) is showing ‘Sherlock 
Holmes’ and, for a single week’s 
policy, Carleton Coon, Jr.’s orches- 
tra with Clarence Rand, Madelon 
Mackenzie, and ‘Jarring’ Jim Bauch, 
Olympic Decathlon Champion. 

The RKO Mainstreet closed for 
two weeks Thursday night, but did 
not leave the signs for its last fea- 
ture, ‘Old Dark House,’ over the 
doors. It would have been quite 
appropriate. House announces that 
it will reopen Dec. 23 with straight 
pictures. 

Estimates for This Week 

Liberty (Dubinsky) (860; 15-25)— 
‘Hell’s Highway’ (Radio). Picture 
possibly would have been shown at 
Mainstreet had it not been dark. 
Showing some strength, likely 
around $2,800, fair. Last week 
‘Scarlet Dawn’ (WB) $3,000. 

Midland (Loew) (4,000; 25-35-50) 
—‘Flesh’ (M-G). After establishing 
a new low record last week with 
‘Man Against Woman’ the house is 
staging a comeback with Beery’s 
latest. Star a natural here and 
should get close to $16,000, good. 
Last week ‘Man Against Woman’ 
(Col) $7,600, a new low. 

Newman (Publix) (1,860: 15-35- 
50) — ‘Under-Cover Man’ (Par). 
George Raft is the name in the big 
type and lights, but there are others 
in the cast who mean a lot to the 
fans, and the week may _ reach 
$9,000, oke. Last week ‘Evenings 











for Sale’ (Par), $8,600. 


Solo Bright Spot 
In Pitt, Beery’s 
Flesh, $13,000 


—_—_—— 


Pittsburgh, Dec, 12. 

Looks like pre-holiday slump, 
with prospects of it being the worst 
in years this season, has hit home 
already, and generally mediocre 
grosses are expected all along the 
line. 
Penn should feel the pinch less 
than others with ‘Flesh’ and Beery’s 
name may account for fairly re- 
spectable figure considering off 
session. Opening only fair but 
should hold on for $13,000 anyway. 
‘Conquerors’ failed to get started 
at Stanley and will probably fizz 
away to drab $9,000, an altogether 
unexciting figure. 
Davis, with ‘Scarlet Dawn’ and 
‘Once in a Lifetime’ for second 
week of dual-feature policy, ex- 
pected to drop somewhat over 
initial wéek’s takings but should 
keep out of the red at $3,600. First 
week of the twin feature booking 
caught on quickly, giving a con- 
sistent loser a 100% increase over 
average grosses and putting site 
into the black for first time in 
months. 
Weak indie, ‘Should a Woman 
Tell?’ won’t help Fulton any, with 
poor $3,500 in prospect, while War- 
ner will be lucky to get by with 
$6,000 for ‘Central Park.’ Both 
Warner and Stanley, by the way, 
finally got back to a Friday open- 
ing, holding last week’s pictures for 
seven days. 

Estimates for This Week 
Davis (WB) (1,700; 15-25-40), 
‘Once in a Lifetime’ (U) and ‘Scar- 
let Dawn’ (FN). Brace of features 
should manage to hold its own for 
an all right $3,600. Last week ‘Sher- 
lock Holmes’ (Fox) and ‘They Call 
It Sin’ (WB) best here in a long 
time at $4,000. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 15- 
25-40), ‘Should a Woman Tell?’ 
(Majestic). Spotty programer and 
with no cast names to bring ’em 
in will be lucky to get by with drab 
$5,500. Last week ‘Rockabye’ (RKO) 
fell off somewhat after great three- 
day start, winding up around $6,300. 
Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35 
50), ‘Flesh’ (M-G). Beery’s name 
will keep Penn out of the red for 
week preceding Xmas and may even 
account for a _ respectable profit. 
Looks like $13,000, and maybe bet- 
ter. Last week ‘If I Had a Million’ 
(Par) around $11,000. 
Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-50), 
‘Conquerors’ (RKO). Disappoint- 
ing spectacle, lacking advertised 
‘Cimarron’ quality, depressing at 
under $9,000. Last week ‘Call Her 
Savage’ (Fox) season’s biggest 
disappointment at $10,000 in seven 
days. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50), 
‘Central Park’ (WB). Weak entry 
and unlikely to better poor $6,000. 
Last week ‘Trouble in Paradise’ 
(Par) not a money picture, gathere 
ing around $6,500 in seven days. 





Topheavy Mats and 
Light Nites Prove 
L’ville’s Economies 


Louisville, Dec. 12. 
Guy Bates Post’s ‘The Play’s the 
Thing’ cuts into the new week’s 
receipts since its Friday and Sat- 
urday perfor..ances cramped the 
cinemas’ opening dates. Post’s 
play no wow at Memorial Auditor- 
ium, but it didn’t help the cinemas. 
Ann Corio (burlesque) brings 
‘Girls in Blue’ to Gayety, which 
was panned for its dirt last week. 
Joan Barlow has left troupe. 
Lionel H. Keene, southern di- 
vision manager for Loew’s, here a 
few davs looking over conditions. 
Proof that Ick of money is ane 
swer to boxoffice condition is evi- 
deneed by top-hecv:ness of matinee 
audiences. 
National is now being managed 
by Earl Payne from Warner's, Mil- 
waukee. 

Estimates for This Week 
Loew’s (3,400; 25-35-50), ‘Flesh’ 
(M-G). Weak $5,900. Last week 
‘Trouble in Paradise’ (Par) $4,800. 
Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (2,700: 25 
30-55), ‘Under Cover Man’ (Par) 
and Raynor Lehr. Way off, $6,200. 
Last week ‘3 on Match’ (WB) bet- 
ter, $8,200. 

Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,786; 25- 
35-50), ‘Life Begins’ (FN). Also off, 





2,500. Last week ‘Tess’ (Fox) 
not bad, $4,600. 
Brown (2,000; 25-35-40), ‘Cone 


querors’ (Radio). Above par, $4.3990. 
Last week ‘Rockabye’ (Radio) $3,- 
000, oke. 

National (2,400; 15-25-40), ‘Un- 
written Law’ (WW) and Marcus 
Show. Stage end helping a little 
but $3,900 is still weak. Last week 
‘Her Mad Night’ (WW) $4,300. 
Alamo (Fourth Ave.) (900; 15-25 
40), ‘Afraid to Talk’ (U). Poor $1,- 
700. Last week ‘Wild Horse Mesa’ 





(Par) $2,600, so-so. 
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Aastralia 


Sydney, Nov. 19. 

Recently the government brought 
into force a further tax impost in 
connection with stamp duty on con- 
tracts. Motion picture industry 
hardest hit by new slug. Duty 
amounts to five shillings for each 
50 pounds, or part thereof, on con- 
tracts for film hire. For every copy 
of contract a further slug of two 
shillings and sixpence made. A 
deputation, headed by Sir Ben Ful- 
ler, awaited on the assistant treas- 
urer of state and stated that if the 
retrospective tax were collected, 
more organizations would have to 
go into liquidation. Urgent relief 
was sought from the stamp duty on 
film hire. 

M. G. Sloman, of Hoyts, informed 
the assistant treasurer that his 
company had paid in taxation alone 
last year the sum of 40,000 pounds. 


The various taxes imposed on the 
industry absolutely ruined any 
chance of a profit being made, 


showmen informed the Minister. 

The assistant treasurer announced 
he would place the matter before 
the taxation commissioner and ask 
him to arrange a reasonable rate 
to prevent undue hardship on the 
exhibitors. 

General Theatres and W-T 

Negotiations proceeding between 
General Theatres and Williamson- 
Tait with the iiea of joining forces. 

Nothing definite yet, but it looks 
as though W-T will throw their in- 
terests into the combine. Should the 
deal eventuate, it is believed that 
W-T will continue to operate legit 
as before, but that several of their 
theatres will be taken over for 
ta''-ers. 

for the past two years legit trad- 
ing with W-T has not been profit- 
able. In 1930-31 a loss of over 32,- 
000 pounds resulted; whilst for the 
12 months covering to June 30, last, 
a loss of 4,759 pounds was incurred. 
Directors stated that company had 
paid in one year to the Common- 
wealth for taxation around 62,000 
pounds. 

With W-T coming into the Gen- 
eral Theatres’ combine, Fullers will 
be the sole independent showmen of 
any real power operating in Aus- 
tralia. Fullers have always stood 
alone and state they will continue 
to do so. 

January, 1933, should see prac- 
tically the entire Australian amuse- 
ment field controlled by one organi- 
zation. 


Show World 

Business is holding up very well 
at most of the theatres with solid 
trade expected at Yuletide. Legit is 
building. 'Hold My Hand’ concludes 
and revival of "The Chocolate Sol- 
dier’ comes in. ‘Lilac Time’ is an- 
other revival. ‘Autumn Crocus’ a 
decided hit. Dame Sybil Thorndike 


will produce ‘Ghosts’ next week. 
Jack Russell and his revue doing 
okay 


British pictures getting plenty of 
trade with ‘Sunshine Susie’ (5th 
month), ‘The Ghost Train,’ ‘Michael 
and Mary,’ “Tne Calendar,’ ‘Blue 
Danube’ and ‘Good Night Vienna.’ 
‘Smilin’ Thru’ looks a winner. Aus- 
tralian picture, ‘His Royal High- 
ness,’ in its third week. ‘Movie 
Crazy’ did well for two weeks, but 
business slipped. Picture, however, 
stayed four weeks. 





Gen. Theatres and Distribs 
Gossips saying film distributors 
will not be wanted in Australia after 
Jan. 1. No competition will mean 
film can be bought direct in Amer- 
ica and Great Britain if combine 
goes ahead on bulk buying idea. 
Fullers and the few indie show- 
ment left over not sufficient to keep 
all the distribs operating, says the 
trade. 





Sydney’s Hollywood 

Company being formed here with 
capital of 250,000 pounds for the 
production of Australian pictures. 
If plans go through, six acres of 
land will be taken up about eight 
miles outside Sydney for sound 
stages and studio. Stated that the 
only importation will be an English 
director. American capital is said 
to have been offered but declined. 
Roy Nelson, a lIcca) film man, will 
have charge. Greater Union The- 
atres, operating Cinesound, and F. 
W. Thring, controlling ‘Efftee,’ are 
the only other active producers 
operating here now. 

Mr. Thring, before leaving for 
London to place his products on the 
English market, stated that it was 
impossible to make pictures solely 
for Australian ccnsumption and 
show a profit. A world’s market 
must be gotten. 


Goldstone’s Own Record 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 
In the future, Phil Goldstone will 
do all his own recording and that 
of his affiliated companies. He has 
Purchased for this purpose a new 


RCA high-fidelity system mounted 
On a truck. 

First production with the new 
equipment will be ‘Sing You Sin- 


ner. 





By Eric Gorrick 





Another Indie Fee'er 


For Mex Producing | 


Mexico City, Dec. 8. 


Another Hollywood picture pro- 
duction enterprise wants to make 
Spanish talkers in Mexico. Mex- | 


ican consul in Los Angeles has ad- 
vised Ministry of Foreign Rela- 


tions that an indie enterprise, The | 


American M. P. Production Co., has 
asked him to arrange with his gov- 
ernment that facilities be granted it 
for establishing a studio in a Mex- 
ican city. 

Enterprise proposes to produce 
from eight to ten pictures annual- 
ly, according to the consul. Com- 
pany, consul says, intends to bring 
in a unit of Latin players ind tech- 
nicians and to employ a staff of 
natives of the town in which it de- 
cides to locate. 


Metro’s First Foreign 





Version Set for Reme 


Hollywood, Dee. 12. 

First of Metro’s foreign language 
syncing abroad will be in Rome. 
Fred Pelton, in Europe to organize 
the studio’s future foreign produc- 
tion, has cabled the studio that he 
has engaged studio space in Rome 
and will start on Italian pictures 
there before going to Paris. 

Engaging of space in Paris will 
await the arrival there of Arthur 
Loew this week. Not so much 
hurry in Paris as Metro is ahead 
of schedule on French films. 





Geo. Kann’s Own Venture 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 

George Kann has resigned as head 
of Metro’s foreign production de- 
partment and will go into indie pro- 
duction on his own. He is now con- 
sidering two deals. 

On the resignation of Harry Ed- 
ington, Kann took charge of Metro’s 
multi-lingual production. Since 
the decision to transfer foreign film- 
ing abroad, Kann has been cleaning 
up work preparatory to closing the 
department. 


Wampas Weak 


(Continued from page 3) 


as a ‘comer’ although having played 
in 24 shorts and 14 feature pic- 
tures at Warners, which company 
has since dropped her from contract. 
Dorothy Layton was on contract at 
Hal Roach for a few months and 
also was let go. She was the girl 
who received the lowest salary ever 
paid a contract player, $15 a week 
and a conditional bonus which at 
best could bring her salary only 
up to $25. Boots Mallory, from le- 
git, has appeared in one picture at 
Fox, ‘Walking Down Broadway,’ the 
Erich Von Stroheim picture now 
on the shelf awaiting extensive re- 
takes sometime in the new year. 

Lillian Miles, the candidate who 
is now in vaude although elected 
as Columbia’s' representative, is 
Millesande, the blues singer. Ginger 
Rogers was on contract at different 
times at Fox and Paramount and 
has at least 20 pictures to her cred- 
it. Marion Shockley, now playing 
feature leads in Educational shorts, 
previously was femme lead in a 
Universal serial and before that was 
in a Denver stock company. 


Gloria Stuart Outstanding 

The one outstander of the list is 
Gloria Stuart who it is claimed 
comes nearer to filling the tradional 
role of a baby star than any on 
this year’s group. On contract to 
Universal she has played first and 
second leads in a number of this 
company's pictures during the past 
year, and is scheduled for loaning 
to Radio for ‘Sweepings’ with 
Lionel Barrymore. 

Dorothy Wilson, chosen for Radio, 
was the former stenographer on that 
lot who got her film break in ‘Age 
of Consent’ and has since played in 
a couple of westerns. She beat out 
Julia Hayden for the honors, the 
press agents being swayed in the 
voting, it is claimed, because of the 
reams of publicity copy that went 
out from Radio on ‘the girl who 
climbed from a stenographer’s desk 
to stardom.’ In professional circles 
Julie Hayden is considered a more 
finished actress, coming from local 
legit where she was known as Don- 
ella Donaldson. 
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Dancing in the Dark 





” 


Paris, Dec. 2 


French picturedom is wor- 
ried by a new innovation 
called ‘cinema-dancing,’ which 
has opened in a couple of 
smanler French cities and 
seems toe be doing well. Idea 
is films on grind, with some 
space cleared off in the the- } 

| 


atre for dancing purposes and 
all pictures r:usical so that the 
dancers can use the regular | 
film theme songs. 

Idea has caught on where 
tried and the filmers are || 
waiting the possible reactions 
from blue-nosers who may 
knock films in general 
result. Of course, it’s 
ing in the dark. 


as a || 
dane- 











CZECH COMPOSER A HIT 
IN NATIVE-MADE FILM 


Prague, Nov. 29. 

Carel Hasler, the Irving Berlin of | 
Czechoslovakia, composer of popu- | 
lar songs, director and star of lead- | 
ing musical reviews, a former 
brother-in-law of Friml, the Ameri- 
can composer, scored a success as 
the chief actor in a new Czech na- 
tional film, ‘Pisnickar’ (‘The People’s 
Singer’), made by the A. B. Film 
Company. 

Hasler appears in the role of a 
high Austrian postal director in 
Prague who, however, during the 
Czech uprising in the great war, 
secretly supports the revolution. 
The postal official, while professing 
loyalty during the day, in the night 
dressed up as a popular liedersinger 
and playing a guitar, inspires his 
hearers to rise up against Austria- 
Hungary. 

Hasler proved himself 
patriotic film an engaging 
and good actor. 

The photo work of the A. B. com- 
pany film was admirable, especially 
the pictures of various sections of 
Prague, near the river Vlatava 
(Moldau) and of Mala Strana, the 
oldest and most picturesque parts 
of this ancient city. The ‘Pisnickar’ 
film ends with a triumphant entry 
of soldiers bearing their arms and 
flags, accompanied by an enthusi- 
astic and cheering populace, march- 
ing through the most beautiful and 
historical sections of Prague. 


in this 
singer 





Sheehan’s Next Trip 


Clayton Sheehan leaves for Eu- 
rope with a print of ‘Cavalcade’ a 
day or two after it opens in New 
York at the Gaiety. He'll see it 
started on runs in London and the 
Continent. * 

While over there Sheehan will 
also supervise the beginning of 
Fox’s production plans in Berlin and 
Paris. He expects to stay away 
several months. 


South Africa 


By H. Hanson 








Capetown, Nov. 10. 

Summer season sets in with peo- 
ple preferring outdoors to sitting in 
a cinema, The very ancient cinemas 
run by African Consolidated The- 
atres are in a bad way to cope with 
the summer heat, with poor equip- 
ment to cool the atmosphere. 





McCormack Due 
Cable received advising that the 
South African tour of John McCor- 
mack, next year, will be directed by 
Harold Holt. 


Metro’s Big Cinema 

M-G-M’s super cinema, the Metro, 
Johannesburg, opened Nov. 4 with 
the biggest crowd waiting to get ad- 
mission ever seen in South Africa. 
Arthur Loew was to open the the- 
atre, but did not arrive in time. The 
Metro is set down as the finest show 
place in the country, and a lot of 
praise is handed to American enter- 
prise. Builders claim a record in| 
erecting the building in 10 months. 

The opening started at 1 p. m. 
and got a tremendous crowd around 
the theatre. Program included Bus- 
ter Keaton in ‘The Passionate 
Plumber,’ Big Bill Tilden in ‘Tennis | 


Technique,’ Lordon travel talk, | 
‘Pearls and Devilfish,’ South Seas 
elty; ‘Flip the Frog’ cartoon 
‘Spooks,’ Metro News Gazette. 
Sound and projection perfect. 
Archie Parkhcuse at the organ. | 
Prices popular. 
Popular Roosevelt 


R00sevelt as America’s new Pres!- 
dent has been well received over 
here. 
the country. 
over the air at early 
Nov. 9. 


The final result came 
morning of 


Looks like a ‘wet’ outlook for | 


Balkan States Lack Own Film Hopes, 


Money Export Ban Stops Imports 





No Money fer French 
Films Brought to U. S. 


Paramount is through bringing 


lover its Joinville (France) product 


distribution on this side. Com- 
pany imported a number of films, 
mostly French, but has now de- 
cided its cheaper to leave them on 
the other side. 


for 


Royalty richts on pictures 
brought into the country are about 
$100 a reel, added to which is a 


minor duty, editing and selling cost, 


| with the films costing Par an aver- 
|age of about $1,500 to import. That 


much couldn't be gotten back, Par 
learned, from the French films. 


| 
For a while the company tried to 
| 


sell American distribution rights on 


tributor, but no bites. 





jer pictures to an indie foreign dis- 
' 


Karol, Par’s European 


Dubbing Chief, Dies 


Vienna, Dec. 12. 

Jacob Karol, head of Par mount’s 
European dubbing staff, died Satur- 
day (10) after several weeks of ill- 
ness. Karol came here when ill to 
see doctors. 

Steve Fitzgibbons, subbing for 
Karol during his absence, will prob- 
ably remain in charge of the de- 
partment. 


Ray Lewis’ Suit Against 
B. I. P. on Trial in Toronto 


Toronto, Dee. 12. 

Following a week’s adjournment 
due to press of Supreme court 
eases, hearing was resumed today 
in the action of Ray Lewis (Mrs. 
Joshua Smith), against British In- 
ternational Pictures, Ltd., for $550,- 
000 damages for alleged breach of 
contract for the distribution of Brit- 
ish films in Canada. 

Miss Lewis, owner-editor of 
‘Canadian Motion Picture Digest,’ 
bi-monthly film trade paper, claims 
that the B.LP. contract submitted 
to her was not according to the 
terms agreed upon by cable. Instead 
of paying $50.000 for the Canadian 
distribution rights, the new con- 
tract made her liable for $250,000. 
Miss Lewis claims. She had agreed 
to pay in pounds sterling, but de- 
fendants held that sound rights 
should be paid in American funds. 

Arthur Dent, managing director 
of B.1.P.’s distributing unit, is over 
here from England, but has not yet 
been called upon, Miss Lewis taking 
the stand during the three days 
leading up to the adjournment. 
Plaintiff declares that she had an 
exclusive five-year franchise for 
distributing B.I.P. pictures in Can- 
ada, for which she allegedly paid 
2.000 pounds sterling and was to 
pay 8,000 pounds more upon sign- 
ing the completed contract. Miss 
Lewis stated that she had formed a 
company, British International 
Films of Canada, Ltd., with $200,- 
000 capital, leased offices and en- 
gaged Frank Meyers at $125 a week 
and a drawing account of $85 a 
week, plus a percentage. 

Case is continuing before 
Justice Raney. 








Mr. 


Arthur Dent, representing BIP, 
has served legal default notice on 
Pat Powers for $75,000 as a result 
of the bustup of their distribution 
deal for this country. Thirty days 


|} after service Dent can announce a 


new deal, legally. 
Dent left Saturday (10) for 
Canada, to return in about a week. 


A Yugo N. Y.-Made 


First picture in Yugoslavian to 
be seen on this side is booked for 
the 72nd St. Playhouse, Dec. 15. 

Picture was made in New York 
with a local pick-up cast, though 
all in the Yugoslavian tongue. It’s 
titled ‘Ljubov I Strast’ (‘Born to 
Kiss’). 

Symon Gould is handling the dis- 
| tribution. 





Buys ‘Rome Express’ 


Universal has bought the Ameéri- | 
;can rights to ‘Rome Express,’ Gau-|d 
mont-British film. Esther Ralston 
j}and Conrad Veidt are featured in 


the cast. 

| Understood U pard $20,000 for 
irights in this country, ! lar- 
jantee against percentage 


j 


——_——+¢ 
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Belgrade, Nov. 24 
This fall there are signs that the 
film trade has passed the crisis and 


that probably next year we shall 
}make progress toward a normal 
cinema life in Jugoslavia. Already 











| 


the houses in Belgrade and Zagreb, 


two chief Jugoslav cities, had 
shown some good films, while the 
order for more has gone abroad, 


chiefly to Germany. 

The prices of the seats are still 
low, and that has stimulated at- 
tendance. To attract the public the 
owners are spending now much 
more on the local advertising than 
they did before. This advertising, 
together with lew prices, has done 
a lot toward the partial revival of 
the cinema business. 

At the same time the government 
is pushing its scheme of creating an 
independent Jnsoslav film industry. 
It is argued that Jugoslavia has 
some of the finest scenery in Eu- 
rope and ought to be the European 
folly wood. But the obstacle is 
where to find the money. The small 
film companies now existing here 
are without money, without enter- 
prise and without necessary artistic 
equipment. These companies are 
regarded as more of an obstacle to 
the development of the native film 
industry than a stimulating force, 

A recent report fs to the effect 
that Frank Mellford is preparing a 
Jugoslay talker called ‘Born to 
Love.” The leading role is to be 
played by the director’s wife, Rakela 
Davido, hers2lf a native of Belgrade. 

In other Balkan states like Ru- 
mania, Bulgaria, Greece and Alba- 
nia, the situation is very similar. 
Greece is putting a ban on all for- 
eign-mades. Bulgaria and Albania 
cannot, even if they wanted, pay 
for imports. 

Money Ban Tighter 
The chief difficulty lies in the cur- 


rency export embargo. Importers 
are not allowed to export what 
money the get hold of. The state, 


needing foreign curreney for its own 
needs, has ordered all exporters to 
give up all the foreign currency they 
get for goods sold abroad. The im- 
porters are, accordingly, unable to 
buy the exchange on a free market. 

As the sign of a further tighten- 
ing in money, only a few days ago, 
Jugoslavia forbade all its pensioners 
living abroad to receive their pen- 
sions abroad. According to new 
regulations, all these pensioners 
must come to Jugoslavia to enjoy 
their pensions. At the same time 
many students studying abroad will 
have to return to Jugoslavia, be- 
cause their parents cannot get the 
cheques to send them, 


THE HANNAS MEETING 


Husband Sails from New York, Wife 
from Shanghai—Meet in Paris 





Mark Hanna, former Paramount 
rep in China has joined Douglas 
Fairbanks as special European rep 
to headquarter in Paris. Hanna 
came to New York via ’Frisco, sail- 
ing for Paris on the ‘Europa’ Dec. 
8. after only two days in the city. 
In Paris he will meet his wife, the 
former Beth Berri (musical com- 
edy), who sailed from Shanghai 
Dec. 9 on the ‘Conte Rosso,’ via the 
Suez canal, for the French capital. 

Hanna will be initially concerned 
with ‘Mr. Robinson Crusoe,’ which 
has been dubbed into French, Ger- 
man, Spanish, Italian and Dutch. 
He will also handle ‘Crusoe’ in the 
United Kingdom. 

Miss Berri, who has been doing 
some personal appearancing in the 
Capitol theatres chain (Joe Fish- 
er’s) in the Far East, is slated for 
some Continental dance recitals un- 
der the direction of the Italian im- 
presario, Rensaido. 


Yiddish Stock, Films 
Split Week in Boston 


3oston, Dec. 12. 





Harry H. Goldstein, whose first 
invasion of the downtown district 
with foreign pictures went blooey, 
is venturing into Yiddish stage and 
foreign films. 

His new set-up its the Franklin 
Park theatre. He opens with ‘Hello, 
Mama,’ Friday, Saturday, and Sun- 

iy, of each week he will run foot-. 


ht productions, all in Yiddishpy 
: other days, beginning this week, 
will show foreign films, the 
tarter being ‘Soviet Youth.’ 
Ruby ¢ from radio, will be © 
his musical director, 

















12 


VARIETY 


PICT@RES 


Tuesday, Deecmber 13, 1932 


a 

















—— 


‘ Hollywood Production 


Week of Dec. 12, 1932 


(Pictures now filming, or about to start, are listed below alphabetically 
D—Director, A—Author, C—Cameraman.) 


by studics. 


COLI MBIA 
‘State Trooper’ 


(3rd week) 
D—D. Ross Lederman 
A—Lambert Hillyer 
Stuart Anthony 
C—Benjamin Kline 
Cast: 
Evalyn Knapp 
Regis Toomey 
Barbara Weeks 
Edwin Maxwell 
Matthew Betz 
Walter McGrail 


Lew Kelly 

Don Chapman 

Raymond Hatton 
FOX 


‘Cavalcade’ 
(10th week) 
D—Frank Lloyd 
A—Noel Coward 
Reginald Berkcley 
Sonya Levien 
Cast: 
Diana Wynyard 
Clive Brook 
Herbert Mundin 
Una O'Connor 
John Warburton 
Frank Lawton 
Margaret Lindsay 
Ursula Jeans 
Irene Browne 
Beryl Mercer 
Merle Tottenham 
Temple Piggott 
Billy Bevan 
Ann Shaw 
Will Stanton 
Adele Grane 
Dick Henderson, 
Douglas Scott 
Sheila MacGill 
Bonita Granville 
‘State Fair’ 
(ith week) 
D—Henry King 
A—Phil Stong 
Paul Green 
Sonya Levien 
Cast: 
Janet Gaynor 
Will Rogers 
Lew Ayres 
Sally Eilers 
Victor Jory 
Louise Dresser 
Norman Foster 
Frank Craven 
Blue Boy 
Frank Melton 
‘Canyon Walls 


(5th week) 
DYD—David Howard 
A—Zane Grey 
Cast: 
George O’Brien 
Nelt O'Day 
Betsy King Ross 
Frank Atkinson 
Clarence Wilson 
‘Hot Pepper’ 
(Sth week) 
D—John Blystone 
A—Dudley Nichols 
Barry Conners 
Philip Klein 

Cast: 
Victor McLaglien 
Edmund Lowe 
Lupe Velez 
El Brendel 
Lilian Bond 
‘Face In The Sky’ 

(6th week) 
D—Harry Lachman 
A—Myles Connolly 

Humphrey Pearson 
Cast: 

Spencer Tracy 

Marian Nixon 

Stuart Erwin 

Sarah Padden 

Sam Hardy 

Frank McGlynn, Jr. 

Russell Simpson 

‘Infernal Machine’ 

(3rd week) 
D—Marcel Varnel 
A—Carl Sloboda 
Camera—G. 

Arthur 
Cast: 
y Genevieve Tobin 
Chester Morris 
Alexander Kirkland 
Victor Jory 
Elizabeth Patterson 
Edward Van Sloan 
Arthur Hohl 
Robert Littlefield 


‘Dangerously Yours’ 


Jr. 


Kober 





(3rd week) 
DM—Frank Tuttle 
A—Eric Noel 
Cast: 

Warner Baxter 

Miriam Jordan 

Herbert Mundin 
‘Broadway Bad’ 

(3rd week) 
D—Sidney Lanfield 
A—Wm. R. Lipman 

Horace Jackson 
A. W. Pezet 


Arthur Kober 
Maude Fulton 
€—George Barnes 
Cast: 
Joan Bilondell 
Ralph Morgan 
Ginger Rogers 
Allen Vincent 
Phil Tead 
Spencer Charters 
‘King of the Gypsies’ 
(ist week) 
Spanish 
D-—Frank Strayer 
A—Paul Perez 
Cast: 
Rosita Moreno 
Jose Mojica 
METRO 
‘Pig Boats’ 
(ith week) 
D—Jack Conway 


A—Comm. Edward Ellsberg 


c—Hal Rossen 
Cast: 
Robert Montgomery 
Watter Huston 
Jimmie Durante 
Robert Young 
‘The Lady’ 
(4th week) 
D—Charles Brabin 
C—Merritt Gerstad 
Cast: 
irene Dunne 


Symbols are 


Schneiderman 





hillips Holmes 
na Merkel 
el Atwell 


on 
ileen Perey 


P 
t 

L. 
E 


‘Whistling in the Dark’ 


(2nd week) 


D—Elliott Nugent 
«‘—Norbert Brodine 
Cast 
Ernest Truex 
Johnny Hines 
Ed. Arnold 


Tenen Holtz 
MONOGRAM 
‘Jungle Bride’ 


(Ist week) 
D-—Harry Hoyt 
Al Kelly 
A—Leah Baird 
Cast: 
Anita Page 
Chas. Starrett 
PARAMOUNT 
‘The Queen Was in 
Parlor’ 
(2nd week) 
D—Stuart Walker 


A—Noel Coward 

C—Karl Struss 

Cast: 
Claudette Colbert 
Frearic March 
Arthur Byron 
Allison Skipworth 
Paul Cavanagh 
Clay Clement 

Henry Mowbray 

Ethel Griffies 
“Mysterious Rider’ 


(4th week) 
D—Fred Allen 
A—Zane Grey 
C—Archie Stout 
Cast: 

Kent Taylor 
Gail Patrick 
Lona Andre 
Irving Pichel 
Warren Hymer 
E. H. Calvert 
Cora Sue Collins 
Burton Churchill 
Clarence Wilson 


‘King of the Jungle’ 


(8th week) 
D—H. 
Max Marcin 
A—C. Thurley Stoneham 
©—Ernest Haller 
Cast: 
Frances Dee 
Robert Adair 
Florence Britton 
Ronnie Cosey 
Robert Barrett 
Sam Baker 
Buster Crabbe 
Sidney Toler 
Douglas Dumbrille 
Patricia Farley 
‘No Man of Her Own’ 
(ith week) 
D—Wesley Ruggles 
A-—Edmund Goulding 
Benjamin Glazer 
Maurine Watkins 
Agnes Van Leahy 
Milton H. Gropper 
Ray Harris 
Cast: 
Clark Gable 
Carole Lombard 
Dorothy Mackaill 
Grant Mitchell 
George Barbier 
Paul Ellis 
J. Farrell 
Walter Walker 
Lillian Harmer 
Frank McGlynn 
Tommy Conlon 
‘Luxury Liner’ 


(4th week) 
D—Lothar Mendez 
A-—Gina Kaus 
©—Victor Milner 
Cast: 

George Brent 
Zita Johann 
Vivian Osborne 
Alice White 
Vera Teasdale 

«. Aubrey Smith 
Frank Morgan 
Theodor Von Eltz 
Henry Victor 
Jerry Tucker 
Christian Rub 
‘Hello, Everybody’ 

(4th week) 
D-—W. A. Seiter 
A—Fanny Hurst 
C—Gill Warrington 
Cast: 

Kate Smith 
Randolph Scott 
Charley Grapewin 
Sally Blane 
Jerry Tucker 
George Barbier 
Marguerite Campbel 
Ted Collins 


the 


Bruce Humberstone — 


MacDonald 


1 


Julia Swayne Gordon 


Jack Pennick 
Frank Darien 
Pau! Kruger 
Wade Boteler 


She Done Him Wrong’ 


(4th week) 
D—Lowell Sherman 
c—Charles Land 
A—Mae West 
Cast: 

Mae West 
Cary Grant 
Noah Beery 
Gilbert Roland 
Rochelle Hudson 
Owen Moore 
David Landau 
Dewey Robinson 
Fuzzy Knight 
Grace LaRue 
Harry Wallace 
Tom Kennedy 
Arthur Housman 
Frank Donlin 
RADIO 

‘King Kong’ 

(19th week) 
D—Ernest B. Schoedsa: 
A—Edgar Wallace 


Merian ©. Cooper 

James Creelman 

Ruth Rose 
C—Eddie Linden 
Cast: 

Fay Wray 

Robert Armstrong 


Bruce Cabot 
Frank Reicher 


k 


Noble Johnson 
James Flavin 
Sam Hardy 


Steve Clemento 


‘The Past of Mary Holmes’ 


(jth week) 
D—Harlan Thompson 
Slavko Vorkapich 
A—RKex Beach 
Harlan Thompson 
Sam Ornitz 
Marian Dix 
Edward Doherty 
Cast: 
Helen MacKellar 
Eric Linden 
Jean Arthur 
Skeets Gallagher 
Ivan Simpson 
Clay Clement 
John Sheehan 
Eddie Nugent 
Franklin Parker 
J. Carroll Naish 
‘Great Jasper’ 
(ist week) 
D—J. Walter Ruben 
A—Fulton Oursler 
Robert. Tasker 
Lester Cohen 
Sam Ornitz 
H. W. Hanemann 
C—Henry Gerard 
Cast: 
Richard Dix 
Julie Haydon 
Dorothy Wilson 
‘Scarlet River’ 
(2nd week) 
D—Otto Brower 
A—Jack Curtiz 
C—Nick Musuraca 
Cast: 
Tom Keene 
Roscoe Ates 
Creighton Chaney 
Dorothy Wilson 
Billy Butts 
Edgar Kennedy 
*‘Topaze’ 
(ist week) 
D—Harry D’Arrast 
A—Marcel Pagnol 
Ben Hecht 
Chas. Lederer 
Cc—Lucien Andriot 


=e 
John Barrymore 
Myrna Loy 
UNIVERSAL 
‘8.0.8. Iceberg’ 
(28th week) 
L—Arnoid Fank 


A—Lt. Comm. Frank Wead 


Dr. Arnold Fank 
C—Hans Schnesberger 
Cast: 

Gibson Howland 

Leni Reinfenstah! 

Sepp Rist 

Ernst Udet 

‘Destination Unknown’ 


(6th week) 
D—Tay Garnett 
A—Tom Buckingham 
Cast: 
Pat O'Brien 
Ralph Bellamy 
Alan Hale 
Russell Hopton 
Tom Brown 
Noel Madison 
Chas. Middleton 
Geo. Rigas 
Forrester Harvey 
Rollo Lloyd 
Willard Robertson 
Stanley Fields 


‘Private Jones’ 


(3rd week) 
D—Russell Mack 
A—Prescott Chaplin 
Cast: 

Lee Tracy 
Gloria Stuart 
Burton Churchill 
Emma Dunp 
Russell Gleason 
Shirley Grey 

‘Men of the Mounted’ 


(ith week) 
(serial) 
D—Ray Taylor 
A—Ella O'Neil 
Harry Hoyt 
Basil Dickey 
Cast: 
Tom Tyler 
Jacqueline Wells 
Earl McCarthy 
William Desmond 
Roselie Roy 
Leon Duval 
William Thorne 
Tom London 
Edwin Cobb 
‘The Big Cage’ 
(2nd week) 
D—Kurt Neumann 
A—Ed. Anthony 
Dale Van Every 
Ferdinand Reyher 
Ed. Anthony 
Cast: 
Clyde Beatty 
Andy Devine 
Vince Barnett 
Wallace Ford 
Mickey Rooney 
WARNERS 


‘The Blue 
Case’ 
(3rd week) 

D—Robert Florey 
A—S. 8S. Van Dine 
Don Mullaly 
Carl Erickson 

C—Arthur Todd 

Cest: 
Ben Lyon 
Mary Brian 
Glenda Farrell 
Lyle Talbot 
Peggy Shannon 
Guy Kibbee 
Harold Huber 
Geo. Pat Collins 
Edward Ellis 
Louise Beavers 
Ferdinand 
Helen Ware 
Mike Morita 
Fred Kelsey 


‘The King’s Vacation’ 
(3rd week) 
D—John Adolfi 
A-—-Ernest Pascal 


Maude T. Howell 
C—James Van Trees 
Cast: 

George Arliss 


ye Pee 


Moon Murder 


Gottschalk 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 
Under the new setup the former 
|press department at Paramount 
studios will be divided into two 
separate units, one handling the ex- 
ploitation and advertising and the 


PAR AND FOX STUDIO 
PUB CHANGES ON COAST 





other the publicity. Both will re- 
port directly to Arthur Mayer in the | 
New York office. 

Publicity will be under the di- 
rection of Tom Bailey, formerly as- 
sistant to Arch Reeve. More re- 
cently Bailey has been functioning 
in the production department. Ad- 
vertising and exploitation will be 
under the direction of Bill Pine, 
formerly of the B. & K. office in 
Chicago. 

Arch Reeve, former local Par 
pub head, will assume his new du- 
ties at Fox Dec. 19. Al Price, 
whom he succeeds, probably will be 
placed in another department at 
Fox. Paul Snell, Reeve’s assistant 
at Par, has resigned and is ex- 
pected to join Reeve at Fox. 

Charles McCarthy has the Fox 
publicity matter pretty well 
straightened out and expects to 
leave for New York by Friday (16). 


FWC Pub Shaved Down 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 

Fox Westcoast has stripped its 
publicity force, letting out all house 
publicity men. 

Latter included Mel Riddle at 
Loew’s State for 10 years; E. A. 
Patterson handling Pantages, and 
United Artists; Howard Wooke, 
artist, and several others. 

Publicity and advertising will be 
handled by Rebert Collier from 
home office, aided by Troy Orr, and 
Glen Kirkpatrick on layouts. 








WRITER WINS 


Academy Says Bachman’s Idea of 
Script Changes ‘Unreasonable’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 

Holding that the revisions re- 
quested in the script of ‘Goldie 
Comes Along’ could not be classified 
as ‘reasonable,’ the Academy con- 
ciliation committee found for Salis- 
bury Fields in his complaint against 
J. G. Bachman. Latter had with- 
held $500 from the writer, claiming 
refusal to make changes demanded. 

Concilation body held that the 
changes requested would have 
meant virtually writing an entirely 
new story. 





Coasters Return 


Jimmy Cagney having vacationed 
briefly in New York left for the 
Coast Sunday (10) to resume WB 
production. Mrs. Cagney went with 
him. 

Mervyn LeRoy, WB director, an- 
other N. Y. vacationer, returns to 
Hollywood the end of this week 
when he commences immediately on 
‘Elmer the Great,’ starring Joe E. 
Brown and the Chi Cubs in the 
baseball story. 


Studio Placements 


Regis Toomey, ‘She Had to Say 
Yes,’ WB. 

Natalie Moorhead, 
WB. 

Phillips Holmes, Diana Wynyard, 
Lewis Stone, May Robson, Hedda 
Hopper, Mary Carlisle, ‘Men Must 
Fight,’ Metro. 

Charles Middleton, ‘Secrets,’ UA. 

James Gleason, ‘Clear All Wires,’ 
Metro. 

C. Henry Gordon, ‘Whistling in 
the Dark,’ Metro. 








‘Mindreader,’ 





Going 


Places 


By Cecelia Ager 





Hard-to-Get Gal Wins 


The greater the rezue, “The Match 
Kine’ teaches us, the deeper his 
longing for a hard-to-get girl. 

Glenda Farrell was easy, the too 
blonde consort of Warren William’s 
porter pal. So Miss Farrell served 


his purpose but briefiy. 

Juliette Compton, in Garbo make- 
up, had more finesse. She reclined 
on more tasteful divans, wore gowns 


that exposed gleaming shoulders 
that adhered suavely to her hips. 
She held the political future of 


Poland in the palm of her hand be- 
cause she kept her head. Only Mr. 
Williams could turn it, therefore he 
lost interest and she lost him. 

Then there was Claire Dodd, a 
very wholesome looking young 
woman to be mixed up in German 
affairs of state, incredibly nice and 
forthright for an adventuress, Fine 
American accent and all that, 
clothes more mid-western and 
gaudy than the accoutrements of a 
cosmopolitan schemer. Strict at- 
tention to business save for an un- 
control'able weakness for the Match 
King. It irked him. 

Ah, but Lili Damita. There was 
a girl to return his diamond brace- 
lets, to fail to show at his epicurean 
dinners. She ran the other direc- 
tion, always in costumes that em- 
phasized her fleet long legs, her 
slim rounded contours. An enigma, 
the story says. Long bobbed hair 
brushed over her face like a wan- 
ton, a dancing posture to coax her 
partner off the floor and lead him 
to her boudoir, yet she never really 
meant it. She liked to climb moun- 
tains, alone. So because he never 
had her, the Match King could 
never forget her. Something for the 
girls to think over in this jazz age. 


Home Folks in Park Casino 

‘Central Park’ is going to give 
country maidens a rosy picture of 
the patrons of the Central Park 
Casino. Why, they’re just home 
folks, with their wardrobe depart- 
ment dresses, their polite manners 
and appreciation of the Casino or- 
chestra. They couldn’t be more en- 
thusiastic if they were at a barn 
dance.. They applaud and applaud 
after every number; not a girl 
amongst them sulks at her table be- 
cause her frock happens to be de- 
mode; there’s not a maid to be seen 
who’s kept her escort waiting to 
slink down her coiffure. 

Joan Blondell, the heroine, is a 
real person as always—caught up in 
unreal behavior. Not enough of 
Miss Blondell in ‘Central Park,’ and 
what there is has her doing very 
foolish things for a girl who looks 
and talks so wise. Miss Blondell’s 
hair is fluffed out, too, but then she 
explains that she comes from Three 
Rivers, Illinois. The Casino habitues 
have no such excuse. 


Roman Wantons Got the Breaks 

Take it from ‘The Sign of the 
Cross,’ there was more to a Roman 
holiday than is taught in the pub- 
lic schools. 

While virtue was its own reward 
then as now, wickedness got a bet- 
ter break. Less interference. Where- 
as the virgins, as exemplified by 
Elissa Landi, were more heavily 
draped than in 1932, wantons, illus- 
trated by Claudette Colbert, went 
about outdoors as well as at home 
in bits of gold cloth wisps of chif- 
fon and a bead or two. Although 
both kinds of girls lived under the 
same climatic conditions, the good 
girls were much colder. 

Miss Landi’s costumes are good 
and warm, with iong sleeves and 
high draped necklines. They fit 
closely, too, perhaps for greater pro- 
tection from the cold or maybe be- 





Dick Powell 
Patricia Ellis 
Dudley Digges 
oO. P. Heggie 


Shirley Grey 
Mickey Rooney 
Arthur Hohl 


‘Grand Central Airpori’ 


Natatfe Moorhead 
Harry Beresford 
Mayo Methot 


Marjorie Gateso WESTERN -1CTU 
Tenanes Arliss r (4th week) oo,» — 
Vernon Steele —Wm. A. Wellman P my. 

Semee Sen A—Jack Moffitt The Whispering Shadow’ 
Maude Leslie C—Sid Hickox (3rd week) 
Douglas Gerrard Cast: (Nat Levine Serial) 


Helena Phillips 
Harold Minjur 
Desmond Roberts 
Alan Birmingham 
Charles Evans 


Richard Barthelmess 
Sally Eilers 

Tom Brown 

Harold Huber 
James Murray 

Claire McDowell 


D—Al Herman 
Colbert Clark 
A—Wyndham Gittens 
George Morgan 
Norman Hall 
Colbert Clark 


Sucker’ Grant Mitchell Howard Bimberg 
(3rd week) Willard Robertson C—Ernie Miller 
D—Archie Mayo Doug. Dumbrille Cast: 


A—Bertram Milhauser 
Beulah Marie Dix 


Irving Bac 


‘The Mind Reader’ 


"on Bela Lugosi 


George Lewis 


Erwin Gelsey (4th week) Bob Ko 
David Boehm D—Roy Del Ruth Robt. Wareick 
C—Arthur Edeson A—Vivian Cosby Malcolm McGregor 
Cast: ; Wilson Mizner Roy D’Arcy 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr Robert Lord Tom London 
Loretta Young C—Sol Polito Lafe McKee 
Aline MacMahon Cast: Jack Perrin 
Lyle Talbot Warren Williams John Trent 


Harold Huber Constance 


Guy Kibbee Donald Di 
Fifi Dorsay Allen Jenkins 
Farina Clara Blandick 





Dawn O’Day 
David Dwrand 


Robert Greig 
Clarence Muse 


Cummings 
Jlaway 


George Magrill 
Viva Tatersall 
Henry B. Walthall 
Ethel Clayton 
Lloyd Whitlock 
Lionel Backus 





cause their designer found the old 
Roman flowing robes not quite cleyv- 
er enough about setting off a good 
figure. Miss Colbert's garments, 
slit here and there to make sinuos- 
ity simple, are a lot like Egypt in a 
Parade of all Nations. Her coiffures, 
concerned with highly _ stylized 
bangs, and her exaggerated, mode 
ernistic make-up transform her ine 
to a first string candidate for Holly. 
wood exoticism. 
‘Arms’ and the Woman 

With Helen Hayes in ‘A Farewell 
to Arms,’ it isn’t the things she doeg 
that make her such a poignantly 
sympathetic little figure, it’s how 
she does them. Girls have loved 
before, and deeply, but Miss Hayes 
makes love unselfish, a glad giving. 
Nor is it for want of character or 
lack of intelligence that she is brave 





and generous. Her gallant ine- 
tegrity dignifies passion, glorifies 
women. She yields with grave 


grace. Her tears are not for self- 
pity, but for the tragedy of the age 
in which she lives. 

Miss Hayes knows how to be 
simple, quietly direct. Throughout 
the picture she carries out its mood 
of the hopelessness of personal 
happiness against the background 
of the war, yet she can be gay in 
the few happy moments allotted her 
without going splendidly cheerful, 
She has divested herself of all 
‘adorable’ mannerisms except that 
of placing her forefinger cutely 
against her lips. Her make-up 
concentrates on t’ » wide-spacing of 
her eyes, uses perhaps too much 
eye shadow, too heavy lip rouge for 
so sincere a little creature, counte 
ing on her petite, slight figure to 
counteract it. 

Mary Phillips plays ‘Fergy’ in key 
with the general excellence of the 
east, registering over-wrought ten- 
sion without adding histrionics. 


Karen Morley in a Spot 

‘Flesh’ doesn’t mean what the 
flaps may think it means; it really 
means flesh, a wrestler’s tonnage. 
And to make it worse, the only 
handsome mugg in the picture is a 
rat, a dirty rat. 

In such a set-up, Karen Morley’s 
sad voice naturally gets a lot une 
happier. She loves the rat, poor 
thing, and is sorry for the wrestler. 
A few hearty clinches with the rat? 
the rest, shudders at the approach 
of the love-sick wrestler. Not a 
pleasant situation for an actress, 
but Miss Morley handles it come 
pentently enough. If she is a little 
less convincing than usual, it’s be- 
cause she looks too intelligent to 
stay fond of a rat. 

A girl with her clear diction, her 
straight-seeing eyes, even though 
her hair be loosely coiffed to dee 
note a matching looseness of chare 
acter, would have more sense. Miss 
Morley has an air about her that 
standing under lamp posts can’t 
dissipate. The beruffled blouses of 
an ancient trade don’t fit the Ane- 
glo-Saxon coolness of her figure. 





‘Uptown’s’ Vague Heroine 

Shirley Grey has everything to 
herself in ‘Uptown New York,’ but 
why, or even why it is uptown as 
distinguished from any other part 
of the town, is never quite clear. 
The Paramount audience is used to 
heroines as blonde, it is true, but 
usually with smoother make-ups, 
with a bit of personality thrown in, 
It isn’t sufficient to announce that 
a heroine is so lovable the men in 
the cast can neither resist her nor 
resist sacrificing themselves for 
her; the heroine’s got to show why. 

Because they call her ‘Pat’ is no 
explantation. Miss Grey hasn’t even 
the co-operation of flattering 
photography or lighting. Her voice 
fails her too. Standard marcelled 
bob and store bought clothes never 
did a girl much good either. 





Regal Gwili Andre 

Among the devilish machina- 
tions of ‘Secrets of the French 
Police’ there is the scheme to 
hynotize a girl with a Romanoff 
face and palm her off as the lost 
daughter of the Czar. Gwili An- 
dre is the girl and an excellent 
choice she is. She makes the plot 
practically credible, for in order te 
hypnotize a girl it is necessary to 
substitute the hynotizer’s mind for 
hers, and Miss Andre’s mind seems 


to offer little resistance to the 
change. 
Miss Andre has a flawless face, 


as devoid of aesthetic imperfections 
as it is of expression. Her eyes 
look out from the screen with a 
wide-open stare at all times. She 
«Continued on page 39) 
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CAPITOL, N. Y. 


New York, Dec. 9. 


Paul Whiteman’s band and Mor- 
ton Downey comprise the rather 
prief stage show current here with 
an extra long picture, ‘Flesh’ 
Latter runs 95 minutes, 
forcing a cut in the trimmings. 

Despite the stage bill’s two-act 
limit it never looks skimpy. With 
the Whiteman bunch on all the 
time, the rostrum is constantly well 
populated. Only one departure from 
the full stage band set that holds 
24 musicians, and that for a spe- 
cialty in front of the drapes by the 
band’s new Rhythm Boys quartet. 
In addition to numerical strength 
the Capitol’s two-act show has bill- 
ing power. As for salaries, White- 
man and Downey represent more 
than $10,000 between them. 

As entertainment the layout isn’t 
as high powered as that $10,000 
salary list sounds. Fault is in the 
sameness of numbers and a short- 
age of variety. Everything is sing- 
ing. Dancing and comedy were al- 
most entirely neglected and the ab- 
sence of these elements is particu-- 
larly evident in a show that fol- 
lows one trend from start to fin- 
ish. 

Only comedy spot is allotted to 
Goldie, the band’s comedying trum- 
pet player, whose shopworn rou- 
tine is frayed for Broadway usage 
now. Only dance is by a mixed 
colored team, Lindy Hoppers, clos- 
ing the show. Team may have im- 
pressed on the Savoy ballroom floor, 
where, Whiteman announced, they 
were found, but meaningless in 
these surroundings. 

Jack Fulton sings, Irene Taylor 
sings, Peggy Healy sings, Ramona 
sings, the Rhythm Boys sing, and 
Downey does a bit of singing him- 
self. There’s little relief as the 
Whiteman band’s. present stage 
method is to play down the musical 
end and spotlight the specialties. 
There are times when the instru- 
mental background is more enjoy- 
able than the specialties themselves, 
but the singing unfortunately 
drowns it out. 

Ramona, who doubles from song 
as one of the band’s three pianists, 
and the Misses Taylor and Healy 
are a three-ply replacement of the 
absent Mildred Bailey. Each is a 
capable songstress, particularly 
Miss Taylor, but Miss Bailey still 
is sorely missed. She delivered the 
big specialty sock that’s now gone 
from the act. 

When the Whiteman band played 
the Palace some time ago that 
favoring of specialties and neglect 
of band music was a satisfactory 
arrangement because the specialties 
were excellent. At the Capitol the 
same routine do-..n’t work as well 
for the reason that the best of the 
Palace specialties are missing. 

Booking of Downey on the same 
show with the 75% singing band 
act was not the best arrangement. 
A comic would have served the pur- 
pose much better, and even if not a 
name the Whiteman name at $6,500 
would have been enough to carry 
the show. There’s Wallace Beery 
in the picture for further assurance. 

The bill's vocal sameness didn’t 
effect Downey personally, for he is 
one singer of popular songs who can 
follow anybody, but the bill as a 
whole felt it. The radio tenor came 
on toward the finish for four songs 
and an encore. One carried loads 
of timely heart interest. It’s called 
*Welcome Home, Little Stranger’ 
and Downey announced that he 
wrote it that morning (Friday) at 
the hospital, just before the birth of 
his son. 

This date is a reunion for White- 
man and Downey after a separation 
of about eight years. That was in 
the pre-radio days, with Downey in 
the Whiteman band then to step out 
and singe the vocal choruses. He's 
again singing in front of the band 
this week, with the same but plenty 
thinner Whiteman waving the 
baton, only the circumstances are 
considerably different. 

Under Loew's new arrangement 
with the musicians’ union the Cap- 
itol must carry a minimum of 12 
men in the pit whether using them 
or not. With Whiteman in, the big 
house aggregation is out for the 
week. 3ut the 12 boys were in the 
pit as required. They sat in the 
trench after the picture was over, 
but the only time they were caught 
doing anything but sitting was just 
ahead of the stage show, then 
only for about six bars of music, 
and for no reason. Then they went 
back to their pinochle or their fam- 
ilies, or out to hinch. It couldn't 
have been easier if they mailed it 
over. ‘ Bige. 
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ROXY, N. Y. 


stage end has not been handled that 
way, with change of scenes for- 
merly enabled through numbers in 
one, 

There are none in this case, with 
two big fullstage scenes comprising 





the rostrum display. One is in the 
atmosphere of India, the other of | 
Colonial days of the South. While 


both are effectively set, with a little | 
more attention this week to that de- | 
partment, the entertainment value 
is away below the Roxy average, 
even of late with its budget restric- | 
tions. 

First is billed as ‘Pearl of the 
East,’ which runs only 10 minutes 
and employs atmosphere more than 
anything else. With talent difficult 
to find at present for the Roxy un- 
der its budget, efforts lean in that 
direction. 

Ballet corps opens the number in 


a slave-girl dance, forming a 
builder-upper for the adagio by| 
Catherine Littlefield and Michael 


Arshansky. It’s a mild adagio, but 
has a different twist for a finish 
with the girl thrown to the floor ap- 
parently knocked off. The scene 
dims down long enough for the girl 
to be placed in the jaws of a me- 
ehanical elephant which later walks 
across the stage with the human 
mouthful. 

Aside from this novelty angle and 
the atmosphere value of the ‘Pearl 
of East’ unit, there is little about it 
to recommend. 

The other portion, ‘Old N’Or- 
leans,’ is better as stage entertain- 
ment here or anywhere. It has as 
its chief talent Margaret Padula, 
Jazz-Lips Richardson and Ben Ber- 
nie’s Nephews. Latter, a quintet of | 
colored lads in singing and instru- 
mental routines, stand out, with 
Miss Padula as the best the whole 
show offers. 

The Bernie Nephews hit a pace 
that comes a little late, but is satis- 
fying just the same, while Miss 
Padula’s mammy numbers are very 
well sold. She does one ahead of 
the Nephews, topping them for the 
close with another in which every- 
one backs her up vocally. 

Greek Evans, who doesn't look to 
have the voice he does have, opens 
the down-south unit with ‘Ole Man 
River,’ the dance octet following. 
Later the Mary Read _ Roxyette 
group swings into a familiar routine | 
with some of the girls in groups of 
four stepping out of line for special- 
ties. 

The ‘Old N’Orleans’ division of the 
stage show runs 23 minues. 

Recently the Roxy has spotted its 
mixed chorus in the pit for build-up 
of the overture, It's done again this 
week, with the pit musicians re- 
duced to 49 men. Overture is ‘Gypsy 
Love’ by Lehar. 

Fox-Movictone News 


rounds out. 
Char. 


Garfield-Milwaukee 


Milwaukee, Dec.-10. 

The shows have been getting bet- 
ter in Milwaukee nabes, with man- 
agers putting forth their best efforts 
to get programs that will click with 
the folks. Orchestras have come 
back from the dim past to many of 
the houses on Sundays, and the or- 
ganist is once more in the spotlight 
not only on Sundays, but during the 
lesser days and nights of the week. 
All of which is as it should be, and 
for the most part has brought very 
satisfactory results to the box. office. 

At the Garfield, a Fox nabe, up on 


the north side of the town, as well 
as in other Fox outlying houses, 


features now are screened soon 
after their downtown showing. This 
allows the nabes to enjoy the ad- 
vantage of loop exploitation before 
the uptowners have had a chance to 
forget about the pictures. 

Vaudeville and special features 
seem to please the Sunday crowds, 
with now and then a novelty thrown 
in to vary the general plan. 

A slightly different kind of pres- 
entation was the show given at the 
Garfield by artists from WTMJ, the 
Milwaukee ‘Journal’ station. Here 
were people in the fiesh that the 
town has been hearing on the air for 
many months, ard, unlike many air 
artists, they proved equally attrac- 
tive on the stage. 

The show opened with eight girls 
doing a Toytown doll number. Ac- 


co‘dionist Biesen played several 
numbers and the Malone Sisters 
proved that they could dance as 


well as sing into a mike. 

The Four Dunn Boys were a real 
quartet and the Cardinal Trio sang 
as they twanged their accompani- 
ments on three guitars. Julanne 
Pelletier proved a treat as a concert 
pianist. 

The two most popular members of 
the WTM,J ensemble proved to he 
Stanley Morner and Dorothy Jubi- 
lier, who have heen doing the Prince 





New York, Dec. 9. 

From overture to overture there 
isn’t much of a show here this week. 
The best part about it is a Silly 
Symphony cartoon, ‘Bugs in Love’ 
(UA), a six-minute contribution, 
and that alone isn’t very much for 
anybody’s money. 

Feature, ‘Me and My Gal’ (Fox), 
won't either draw or satisfy. It’san 
unimportant story about a cop and 
a girl, with Spencer Tracy and Joan 
Bennett the top names. They won't 
turn the picture one way or another 
at this box office, if anywhere else. 

The stage show this week is sep- 


arated into two divisions, with the 
cartoon short between. Lately the 
ee a” on FF ss 


| convict, 


and Princess of Song for the station 
for several months. Possessed of 
charming voices, this duo came on 
at the end of the program to sing 
several popular numbers in a pleas- 
ing manner. The twenty artists 
joined in the finale. 

Other features included Clarence 
Bosch at the organ, garbed as a | 
With a cell built all around | 
him. He played for the community | 
singing—and how they do sing at} 
the Garfield!—and assisted the or- | 
chestra during the WTMJ presenta- | 
tion. 





‘Faithless,” MGM, and short fea- } 
tures made up the film portion ad 
the program. Miller. 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


New York, Dec. 9%. 
Stage show attempts a blending 
of production flash and a ight 
specialty program, the effect 
only so-so; helped by a number of 
neat dovetailing devices, but injured 
by the fact that two specialty num- 


st 


being 


bers occupy too much time in one 
interlude, Flash background is pro- 
vided by 20 David Bines girls, for 


whom a sightly novelty introduction 
has been supplied, but there is noth- 
ing striking as a follow up. Com- 
pleting the summary, the whole 
presentation badly needs a 
finish. In short, the usual combi- 
nation of good and bad stage effect 
that adds up to just fair results. 
One of the two specialties that 
monopolized an excess of time 
the exclusion of production features 
was Borrah Minevitch with his 
Harmonie Rascals, who did 15 min- 


utes or more out in ‘one’ and gen-| 


erated toward the last a stir of rest- 
lessness in the audience, a sure in- 
dex that something was wrong with 
the arrangement. However, the 
turn achieved a first-rate comedy 
finish with the co-operation of Ber- 
nice Claire, musical comedy and 
screen singer, who is one of the fea- 
ture items on the bill in her solo 
song turn. 

Minevitch’s pantomimic clowning 
with his midget comedian had 
worked up good laughs, which 
paved the way for the culminating 
finish bit, which had Miss Claire 
coming on among the Rascals for 
a bit of a solo before the mike, with 
the midget going into one of those 
crazy clinches with her for a solid 
laugh. 

Stage portion starts with a good 
flash in a roulette wheel setting, 
the girls iying on a revolving plat- 
form and doing leg routine, the cos- 
tumes being black sheath skirts, 
with one black and one red stock- 
inged leg showing through the deep 
slit. Asa starter it was an effective 
pictorial flash, but it didn’t make a 
particularly good entrance for Miss 
Claire, who had to walk into the 
setting cold to go into her ent rely 


straight song cycle. Trick end of 
the roulette is a quick change of 
dancing girls into a swing circle 


when the gambling place is raided. 
After an introductory number, Miss 
Claire moved into ‘one’ before ihe 
traveler for a medley of picture 
theme songs. 

Following the Claire number the 
tall member of Barto and Mann is 
on still in ‘one’ for his complicated 
legmania, fixjng attention promptly 
on its legitimate dance excellence. 
Followed the short partner's equally 
arresting stepping, and thence into 
the awkward kid burlesque by the 
string bean partner, a first-rate bit 


of pantomime and excellent low 
comedy material. 
Travelers opens abruptly into a 


desert scene, with Oriental dancing 
girls posed about, and the same 
platform used for the roulette bit, 
still in center surmounted by a tent, 
and Swaboda, male dancer, posed as 
nomad chief, later doing a sword 
dance. Routines of the line here 
are perfunctory. Platform revolves, 
bringing a large basket into view, 
and from it emerge Harold and 
Lola, novelty adagio pair, seen only 
a week or two ago at the Roxy, in 
their snake charmer dance panto- 
mime. Routine is done here right 
up at the footlights, and loses much 
of sinuous suggestion it had at the 
Roxy, where it was placed back- 
Stage and under subdued lights. 


Next into the Minevitch turn, 
nicely worked for comedy and de- 
veloping Borrah’s novel music. and 
after the Claire comedy finish back 
to full stage, the roulette now being 
a high pyramid, with the Rascals 
posed along its sides, and the line 
doing a mild fan dance in front and 


to the sides. Philip = () #le’s tenor- 
ing is an ‘nei? tentest 1 here, the 
display vvilding tv the solo 
dancing o + “'9 Guitnert, girl fa- 


miliar to tie B:vadway deluxers for 
her astonishing ability to do end- 
less successions of dizzy spinning 
pirouettes on her toes, this time 
working the final display to a fair 
climax, with everybody grouped in 
the stage compositions. 

Jesse Crawford has an especially 
agreeable interlude this week, doing 
a medley of ‘Show Boat’ numbers, 
beautifully backgrounded by scenics 
done on scrim, with singers, appar- 
ently Miss Claire and Steele, faintly 
visible behind the transparency. 
Finale is a trick scrim effect of 
water with a Mississippi boat mov- 
ing along the stream for ‘Ol!’ Man 
tiver,’ whole idea working out into 
a capital deluxe version of the old 
illustrated sone effect. 

Feature ‘Uptown 


New York’ 


(KBS-World Wde) with Jack Oakie, | 


and business less than average on 
this early show of opening night 
Rush, 


FOX, BROOKLYN 


Brooklyn, Dee. 19 
New operator over here, Henry 
Wellenbrink, is trying to get 


-" 
his 


house and his policy organized. It | 


looks like he might succeed with 
half a stroke of luok, Meech of that 


climax } 


to} 








NEWSREELS 








A me oe 





EMBASSY 


Industry's ope t ae cou 
wide observance of the tive-da 
week. which filmacom believes would 
open all of its dark houses as well 
is give about sever million people 
jobs, started in a regular campaigi 


this week on the newsreel screens 

| Fox-Hearst got the propaganda 
over in a discussion between lkd- 
mund Lowe and Victor McLaglen 
| The Translux was a little more sub- 
litle. Paramount got Nelson Rocke- 
ifeller to recommend it. 


i 


McManus turned actor again and 


ina, 
ias Santa Claus, got 10th ave. kiddies 
to say things which gave this clip 
the only hearty laughs on the pro- 
gram. The little girl who wants ‘a 
doll with diapers’ started the fun. 
But there was a roar when tiny 
| Izzie replied, ‘Maybe I can have the 
|} cash.’ 


Embassy was the only house | 
showing the repeal attitude. It led | 
off with this and lost a lot of the 
Washingtonian kick by shutting off 
natural noises and confining the 
| recording to a reporter. 

Trotzky’s debut in sound was 
|hailed as an T-H exclusive. His 
| diction was hard to follow, but the 


audience understood him to remark 
that New York City is the best spot 
from which to get a perspective on 
the world. 

Hoover’s message to Congress, 
read by the house clerk, was a mon- 
otonous affair. It could have been 
cut 95% and then too long. 

Both houses had several clips on 
| Seeesee. Embassy gave the boys a 








Aft , ‘ :e photog 
itp ! t i xe 
a = i 
the im clay ! ! I i 
imilar Fox-Hearst subje s in tl 
EiIimba \ £0 currentiys is Pathe 
eoveragce ot the new Italian line: 
more clarified than F-H’'s work. 

{t seems that some of the reels 

| decided it not according to filn 


lin a note of belittlement. 


| ute 


| clusive 


| treatment 
| minimized the merit which the orig- 


| off-code. 


TRANSLUX 


march 

ana 
ana 
finale 


sub- 


Hoyle to dignify the hunge 
But a few felt otherwise 
scoops. Fox-Hearst 
busy for the 
interesting 
time worked 


ers. 
scored 
Paramount got 
Par made a more 
ject and at the same 


Evidently the reels were set to 
deluge programs with liquor clips. 
Maybe they had to make last-min- 
changes in ‘the titles. 
credited itself with an ex- 
on army planes discovering 
figures of a previous civilization in 
the -western§ desert. The Luxe: 
of this clip certain! 


Pathe 


Pathe program 
Waly. 


inal, in the curren 
possesses. 








titillation by posing a nicely-formed 
girl in a prone position and having 
a golf professional tee off from he 
up-raised Luxer, or maybe 
Pathe, probably thcught this was too 


’ 
ao 
eb. 


F-H did an exceptionally good job 
on the Army-Navy game, only once 
losing track of the ball. Waly. 





| depends on his picture product ana’ 
a policy that will take. 

On top of other moves since com- 
ing in, Wellenbrink is planning: to 
build his own stage shows over here 
with Charles Niggemeyer, former 
Publix stager, in charge. That 
means an end of the Fanchon & 
Marco Ideas, which have played the 
house regularly for some time. They 
go out end of the current week. 

Last F&M is built around the 
Gus Edwards Radio Revue, which 
started out first in vaudeville last 


summer. It’s an F&M show that’s 
none too strong, though it would 


appear it could be whipped into bet- 
ter stage fare through tightening 
up, plus perhaps addition of one 
sock act or specialty. 

Unit now is substantially the Ed- 
wards revue as it played in vaude, 
with Norse, acrobatic dancer, and 
John Tio with his talking parrot 
added. Minus a line of girls it’s 
only a total of 10 people, and look- 
ing a little skimpy for picture house 
purposes. 

Moreover, the house’s program as 
a whole offers less through not hav- 
ing a companion stage unit this 
week, as it has recently since Wel- 
lenbrink came in. Aside from the 
W&M Idea, running 49 minutes, too 
long for what it contains, there is 
only the usual orchestra overture 
with Sam Jack Kaufman, Bob West 
at the organ, and the feature, ‘Too 
Busy to Work’ (Fox). Will Rogers 
picture not expected to draw black 
business for tie house. 

Eddie Bruce, as m.c. and radio 
announcer, heads the unit. He’s 
under a few handicaps in a large 
house like this that he doesn’t face 
in smaller theatres, but with the 
aid of the Public Address System 
gets by. Virtually the same mate- 
rial and the same gags in evidence 
as when in vaude as an act by him- 
self. 

Those with the Edwards radio re- 
vue are Kay Fayre, Leota Lane, Bill 
Aronson and the Four Albee Sisters. 
| wate exception of Miss Lane, who 
|} does a comedy song and daice dou- 
| ble with Eddie Bruce, they all do 
impersonations of radio satellites. 

Particularly versatile *n their line 
ace Miss Fayre and Aronson. Lat- 
ter does Amos 'n’ Andy characters, 
plus Ben Bernie and George Burns 
of Burns and Allen. On the double 
Miss Fayre does Gracie Allen, talk- 
ing most of the routine offstage 
She eventually identifies herself, 

but shouldn’t do so until the very 
| last line or so. Miss Fayre is a 
largish girl, who looks more like 
Kate Smith, whom she also imper- 
sonates effectively. 

The Albees, doing a Boswell Sis- 
ters, open the unit as telephone ops, 
With their backs to the audience. 
farther down reappearing for the 
soswell harmony numbers They 
top their singing with a surefire tap 
dance, y 

John Tio and his 
are sliced in early. 
act that is to 











talking poily | 
Here’s another | 
| better advantage in | 
|} a smaller house, where the parrot, 
| with or without mikes, can be heard 
| more plainly and doubt removed, if 
| 

| 


any, that it’s ventriloquism. 

Standout is 
| ous acrobatic 
| background is 


Noree in her dexter- 
routine. A Chand 
Garwe : provided for Nore« 
i giving her the entire stage. She 
| doesn't need that, but it helps give 
the unit production value, the othe: 
| set being pretty simple. 


Business only fair Saturday af- | 
; ternoon, with Christmas shopping 
| and guarded bankrolis cutting j 
| here as elsewhere, Char. | 





SE RINE GRO RPI 


ORIENTAL, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Dec. 9. 


s 


Latest Bulletin: Oriental may 
close. 
Later Than That: Oriental may 


not close. 

Even Later: Nobody knows what 
the Oriental may do. 

But meanwhile Ed Lowry is sing- 
ing a farewell song during the firs’ 
week of the was-to-be-dark perio« 
and the lobby has billing up fo: 
the next picture and another stage 
attraction is mentioned. 

It was bad last week. It will be 
worse this week. But half an audi- 
ence Friday got full measure ofl 
merriment from Ed Lowry assisted 
by Armida, Carleton and Bellew, 
Berry Brothers and the Lowryettes 


the dancing brigade. Lowryettes 
took a 50% cut. There was &™. 
Now there are 12 left. 

Carleton and Bellew after doin 
their regular vaude turn in on 
worked with Lowry in a numbe: 
of blackouts and were most useful 
throughout. Armida threw cigar- 


ettes at the audiences and made the 
men down front blush and the rest 
of the audience laugh by teasing 
and twirling locks of their hair into 
snookums curls. 

Not lost upon the deciminated 
parish was the exceptional nezroid 
strutting of the Berry Brothers who 
were generously endorsed on their 


two appearances. 

Dandy novelty was dividing the 
girls into two basketball teams 
blondes vs. brunettes, and having 


them play a regular game with ir- 
regular rules. Lowry is credite? 
with quite a number of novelties 
of this nature seen in the last sev- 
eral weeks, although credit possibly 
should be shared with Will J. Har- 
ris and Dave Gculd. Some nifty 
dance routines in particular reflect 
the white light of approbation upon 
Gould. 

‘Me 
screen, 


on the 
Land, 


and My Girl’ (Fox) 


ee 


LOEW’S STATE, L. A, 


Los Angeles, Dec. 8. 
shows came back to this 
house today, after being transferred 
six wveeks 2go to the United Artists 
Current Fanchon & Marco unit, ‘Joy 
Bells,’ is a Fanchon personally di- 
rected show, with the result it has 
been expertly staged and reveals a 


Stase 


lot of exceptionally good talent 
Some of the faces have been seen 
hereabouts freauently, but there’s 


plenty of new material and the cus- 


tomers at the initialer today were 
liberal with applause. 

Opening has the Duffin-Joyee 
Trio in a hit to introduce the 12 





girls, snappily carbed, in a fast clog. 


They followed with a tap routine, 
with a portion of the stepping done 
on drum cymbals. 

Matt Dulfin and Miss Joyce then 
vive a revised version of the rag- 
doll knockabout dance expeitly and 
© tively. Stetson, juggler, fol- 
low und does nicely, especially im 
his hat manipulation. At this point, 
Sonny LaMont, switched from the 
‘Talent a la Carte’ unit, emerges, 


ind with the aid of his sister, a 
striking blonde, goes into a line of 

igs that drew plenty of laffs. Both 
then » into a rhythm dance. 

1; yl ed hy LaMont as ‘Kate 
S: I inn i ts reveals a strik- 
ng em lance to the ether star, 
ind when she warbles the popular 
Smith numbers the impersonation is 


eo iss Roberts then @dis- 


C'ontine 


ed on page 39) 
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Talking Shorts 








ROSCOE ‘FATTY’ ARBUCKLE 
‘Hey, Pop’ 
Comedy 
18 Mins. 
Strand, N. Y. 
Vita. No. 1466-7 
Roscoe ‘Fatty’ Arbuckle comes 


back to the screen after an absence 
of around 10 years in a two-reeler 
that does not flatter. ‘Hey, Pop,’ 
poorly written and slow, does not 


give Arbuckle the push that he 
should have in trying to stage that 
comeback. He’s there himself, 
coming back as a comedian and 
selling himself, but his material is 
holding him down. 

Unquestionably the short is box 
office. Arbuckle’s reappearance on 
the screen is enough to bring busi- 
ness and warrants the name out in 
lights, plus other attention from the 
theatre. But audiences will prob- 
ably hope that his second short 
gives him a better opportunity. 

Warner Bros. signed Arbuckle for 
an additional six shorts after com- 
pleting ‘Hey, Pop,’ but probably 
more on the strength of the box 
office value of the Arbuckle name 
just now than as a result of satis- 
faction with his first. 

Arbuckle does a familiar role in 
‘Hey, Pop.’ He’s a chef in a busy- 
bee restaurant who inherits the as- 
signment of playing papa to a small 
boy whose mother has left him 
high and dry on the premises. It’s 
not a particularly fresh basis for a 
story, nor is there much story, but 
it all provides Arbuckle with an 
excuse for slapstick, chases, etc. 

In the restaurant kitchen, before 
and after the slender story gets 
under way, Arbuckle indulges fa- 
miliar slapstick in pantomime. Most 
of the balance of the short is con- 
cerned with efforts of Arbuckle and 
his adopted urchin to elude orphan- 
age agents who are after the kid. 

Problem of getting eats for them- 
selves results in a fruit and meat- 
throwing sequence between a room 
and the store on the street Ar- 
buckle is promoting for food 
through a tossing contest. Not new 
by any means. 

For a portion of the chase, Ar- 
buckle goes female impersonator 
as an old woman, with the kid ina 
baby carriage. Finish is the only 
_original touch of any consequence 
to be found. After successfully 
eluding their pursuers, Arbuckle 
and the kid turn into what they 
feel is someone’s estate, locking the 
doors behind them, only to discover 
it’s the orphan asylum. 

Arbuckle seems in fine trim. He 
looks little the older for the 10 
years he has been away from pic- 
tures, a portion of it directing com- 
edies under another name. He’s 
agile and understands comedy 
values as applied to the screen. 

About 75% of the short is pan- 
tomime, Fatty saying little through- 
out its 18 minutes. He wears the 
too-short balloon trousers and other 
accoutrements of another day and 
appears entirely familiar in every 
way. But no pie-throwing, though 
the fruit tossing suggests it. 

Short was written by Glenn Lam- 
bert and Jack Hanley. Direction is 
by Alf Goulding. Arbuckle prob- 
ably could have done better him- 
self as both author and director. 
No cast credits at all in main title. 

. Char. 


‘BUGS IN LOVE’ 
Silly Symphony 
Cartoon 
6 Mins. 
Roxy, N. Y. 
United Artists 

Another ingeniously-executed car- 
toon in the Walt Disney ‘Silly Sym- 
phony’ series and worthy of any 
house from this one down to the 
smallest. 

Basically, ‘Bugs in Love’ does not 
differ from the average cartoon. It 
has the bugs playing around in 
various ways, enjoying themselves, 
with a love pair finally pursued by 
the villain, in this case a bird. That 
calls for the usual chase and res- 
cue by the bugs, but it’s in the de- 
tail and the ideas that short scores 
its rating over the average. 

Well drawn and the action very 
fast. Char. 


‘KING SALMON’ 
Travelog Novelty 
8 Mins. 
Strand, N. Y. 
Vita. No. 1431 
Suitable filler where the demands 
are not great and travelogs or most 


anything serve the: purpose. In its 
sphere ‘King Salmon’ rates about 
average. 


Shorts newsreely to a great ex- 
tent and is photographed silently 
entirely. Sound is only in the dubbed 
offscreen dialog of Lowell Thomas, 


who’s explaining the action to 
Lowell Thomas, Jr. 
Wild bird and animal life of 


Alaska figure in most of the foot- 
age, final sequence dealing with 
salmon runs, fishing them as a busi- 
ness, ete. Thomas fiavors his spiel 
with a mild dosage of gags. Gen- 
erally what he has to say is of bet- 
ter quality than the film it tells 
about. Char, 


‘BROADWAY GOSSIP’ 

Columnists Newsreel 

20 Mins. 

(Issues 2 and 3) 

Projection Room 
Educational 

What started out as a novelty and 
got a bad siart because of the late- 
ness of its first release holds prom- 
ise to become a permanent attrac- 
tion if following releases are as 
good as Nos, 2 and 3 

In the second release, made up of 
six subjects, there is one, never be- 
fore noticed in regular newsreels, 
which rates mention. It deals with 
lifers in a Pennsylvania peniten- 
tiary, showing six or more at their 
various prison occupations and pro- 
viding character studies rarely af- 
forded an audience. 

The reel is different in that it has 
a positive tabloid touch through 
titles of the tab variety. These do 
not misrepresent. At the same time 
there is a different kind of daring- 
ness afforded by the action. 

Constance Towne’s dancing school 
has two versions. There is a close- 
up for non-censorious territories 
and a semi-long view for all others 
of the girls doing their sun routine 
in veils. 

Others are: How Paul Whiteman 
lost 100 pounds, Gloria Swanson’s 
present husband and the others, the 
Harry Thaws as they were 25 years 
ago and as they are today, Charlie 
Chaplin’s promised bride doing a 
denial. 

In the third release a timely angle 
is covered by interviews with some 
of the world’s most famous fliers, 
who describe themselves as vir- 
tually penniless, 

Broadway taxi dancers  inter- 
viewed, including several who have 
been seen in the regular reels, and 
One-Eyed Connelly help make the 
release essentially Broadway. Both 
issues are well edited and interest- 
ing presented. Waly. 





AMERICA’S GREATEST COM- 
POSER SERIES 
Morton Downey Starred 
Brown and Henderson Featured 
20 Mins. 
Mayfair, New York 
Universal 

Morton Downey debuts on the 
short screen in the first of 13 sub- 
jects released by Universal under 
the general title of America’s Great- 
est Composer Series. In this sub- 
ject Brown and Henderson, and 
some of their better numbers, are 
used. 

Thematic idea is different from the 
regular run of shorts in this class. 
Instead of keeping the singer before 
a mike all of the time, this is re- 
lieved with bits of by-play, and the 
intimacies among regulars in a 
broadcasting studio. 

Downey’s singing personality is 
pleasing. He makes none of the 
grimaces characteristic of one or 
two of the other boys and, although 
he renders a basketful of numbers, 
doesn’t bore. 

Steppin’ Fetchit is the laugh 
maestro of the short. Where the 
audience more or less passes up the 
auips of others, the bit part of a 
pullman porter and his single song 
make Fetchit a highlight in this 
subject. 

Nick Kenny, radio scrivner who is 
seen around a lot with Downey, has 
an over-assured screen personality. 
He is over-plugged by this particu- 
lar script. 

Short is not just slapped together. 
Studious effort was made to make 
it entertaining and it will be, forthe 
regular run of Downey’s air ad- 
mirers. Waly. 


——— 


PRIMITIVE = 
Zane Gray Dialog 
15 Mins. 
Mayfair, New York 
Principal 

South Sea Islander and his family 
are shown eking out an existence 
directly from the land. It is a 
worthwhile short and demonstrates 
with what simplicity a house may 
be built, clothes made and food ob- 
tained. 

Subject is also educational. 

Waly. 


SHAMPOO THE MAGICIAN 
Comedy; 18 Mins. 
Mayfair, New York 
Radio 

Old slapstick stuff. Looks 
though they made this during pro- 
duction intermissions on ‘Secrets of 
the French Police.” Several of the 
sets seem identical. 

Roscoe Ates is in, but doesn't get 
much of a chance to be funny. <Ac- 
tion is just the kind of a scramble 


as 





kid amateurs would put on in a 
garret. Waly, 
; z 2 eae: 





Miniature Reviews 





‘A Farewell to Arms’ (Par). 
Socko b.o. Helen Hayes, Gary 
Cooper and Adolphe Menjou in 
top roles. Corking femme film 
fare at any angle or price. 

‘Secrets of French Police 
(Radio). Hodge podge of melo- 
dramatics entertainingly put 
together and actionful, but 
hardly heavy enough for the 
deluxers, 


‘Flesh’ (Metro). Wallace 
Beery starred in not bad 
wrestling story that could have 
been much better. 

‘The Match King’ (WB-FN). 
Photographic biog of Ivar 
Kreuger, with strong hint of a 
Greta Garbo angle. Warren 
William and Lili Damita doing 
characters in big time fashion. 
A business-getter with any- 
thing over its natural draft at 
b. o. plus word of mouth, to 
depend on how sold by the 
house. In Swedish-populated 
sections should be top money- 
maker. Foreign markets, par- 
ticularly all of Europe, also 
certain to return grosses, 

‘Me and My Gal’ (Fox). 
Lacking in nearly everything 
that makes box office, includ- 
ing an ability to entertain suf- 
ficiently to arouse some word 
of mouth. Cop story along a 
familiar pattern, with Spencer 
Tracy and Joan’ Bennett 
paired, Won't reach house 
averages anywhere, and offers 
little for an effective cam- 
paign, 

‘Uptown New York’ (KBS- 
World Wide). Weak attempt 
to follow up ‘Bad Girl.’ Less 
than average indie release. 

‘Virgins of Bali’ (Principal). 
Another ‘Goona’ endeavor with 
a good photographic back- 
ground. Best where run ahead 
of the other, but can follow. 


’ 











FAREWELL TO ARMS 


Paramount production and release. Co- 
starring Helen Hayes, Gary Cooper and 
Adolphe Menjou. Frank Borzage directed. 
From the novel by Ernest Hemingway of 
che same name. Dramatized by Laurence 
Stallings; screen play by Benjamin Glazer 
and Oliver H. P. Garrett; camera, Charles 
Lang. Running time, 90 mins. at Cri- 
terion, New York, opening Dec. 8, at $1.65, 
as twice-daily roadshow. 


Catherine Barkley...... eeseeeHelen Hayes 


Lieut. Frederic Henry........ Gary Cooper 
Major Rinaldi....seesees.-Adolphe Menjou 
Helen FerguSon,..scosssesess:: Mary Philips 
The Priest...cccsccccetescesssss Jack LaRue 
Head Nurse. .esececeesss-blanche Friderici 
Bonello...sccescsecccesesess-Henry Armetta 
Pianl...ccccccccccccsecesss George Humbert 
Manera..... ceesvcossccosess Fred Malatesta 


Miss Van CamMpen, cecceseces-+- Mary Forbes 
Count Greffi..scccsacseceess++lOMm Ricketts 
Gordoni...... escccccecceess Robert Cauterio 
British Major. ccecccecceseces+ Gilbert Emery 





A woman’s picture essentially 
and a box office winner in every re- 
spect. Okay at $1.65, as at the Cri- 
terion, and will be even okayer in 
the general releases, particularly 
with the alternate ending (the 
‘happy’ finale to which the author 
Hemingway objected), and also with 
some of that footage chopped. At 
the Broadway roadshow premiere 
the orthodox novel finish was 
screened and while reacting forcibly, 
and seemingly quite acceptably, no 
doubt but that a little celluloid com- 
promise for the entertainment-seek- 
ing public would go even better. 


As the press-book indicates, there 
are two endings, with either print 
available presumably for exhibitors. 
Most likely the exhibs will prefer 
the pollyanna fadeout. 


Regardless, ‘A Farewell to Arnis’ 
is a corking flicker. It might be 
labeled the femmes’ ‘Ail Quiet’-—the 
romantic side of the great holocaust. 
It has been dwelt upon time and 
again, on screen and in printer's ink, 
as pertaining to meretricious rela- 
tions of soldiers and officers with 
grisettes and nurses, et al., but the 
Hemingway story is a much more 
stable exposition, more genuine in 
its conception and its motivation, 
and undoubtedly meriting the liter- 
ary acclaim the book attained. 


As straight film fare, despite 
Hemingway’s peeve and sundry 
other intra-industry kinks, such as 
the Italian Ambassador’s squawk, 
etc., all this is neither here nor there 
—‘larewell to Arms’ shapes up as 
powerful b. o. celluloid. It is punchy, 
actionful, colorful, romantic, sexy 
and engagingly realistic. No exhib 


;}could want for more in one picture. 


Frank Borzage skimmed over two 
hyper-delicate situations with deft- 
ness and ingenuity. In brief but 


;graphic phrase and camera angles 


he makes wholly palatable (and, 
what's more, highly believeable) the 
premise that a fleeting one hour's 
meeting behind the front with the 
resulting seduction (Cooper and 
Hayes) is the culmination of a love 
which, in another sphere, would 
have followed only a long span of 
courtship and flowers. 





That repeated phrase, ‘Back home 


jl would have courted you and sent 
}you flowers,’ is reprised by Helen 


Hayes to further soften a very deli- 
cate highlight of the cinematurgy. 

Equally acute is the hospital situ- 
ation where she, as one of the 
nurses, violates every regulation and 
remains with the convalescent 
Cooper in his room, This, however, 
has been already softened by a 
kindly father who, in Latin ritual, 
sotto-voces a sort of marriage cere- 
mony, sans witnesses or documents 
and in acknowledged violation of 
the army rules against such unions, 

All this is built up to the finale 
where Cooper deserts his regiment, 
to brave frontiers and sentinels to 
ultimately reach the woman who 
dies, following a Caesarian opera- 
tion, as the street rumblings acclaim 
the armistice and the peace which 
would have solved all of their imme- 
diate problems, 

Casting Helen Hayes as Catherine 
Barkley was a natural. Cooper and 
Menjou are aces in the two other 
major roles. Menjou’s suave Italian 
Major Rinaldi becomes distinguished 
more through personal histrionics 
than the ecript’s generosities. 
Cooper’s sincerity as the enlisted 
American lieut. attached to the Ital- 
ian army, who abjures the dashing 
Rinaldi’s penchant of patronizing 
joy palaces, once the romance se- 
quences get under way, is consist- 
ently impressive 1n a none too easy 
assignment. 

Everything about ‘A Farewell to 
Arms’ is big league. Support is 
consistently good, with such notable 
individual contributions ag Jack 
LaRue, the priest, Henry Armetta’s 
standard sympathetic Italian, Mary 
Philips, as the disgraced nurse, and 
Blanche Friderici’s straight-laced 
head nurse, 

Borzage’s direction and Charles 
Lang’s top-notch cinematography 
rate particularly high. Lang has 
gone for a little of the continental 
idea of camera angles, but it’s in 
the soft lights that he is the most 
effective lens aide to Borzage’s vis- 
ualization. i 

The running time is 90 minutes. 


There’s at least 1@ minutes that 
could be easily axed, and more. It’ll 
help plenty in the regular runs. 


That Hemingway ending is most 
effective as is; certainly the more 
believable, but Caesarian opera- 
tions are likewise more successful 
than fatal, actua'ly, and the sugar- 
coated compromise—Hemingway or 
not—might prove better box office. 
This is Hemingway’s sixth novel 
and first effort to reach the screen 
so the novelist may not be partic- 
ularly concerned about such mun- 
dane elements as exhibs and distribs 
sharing terms, but Paramount is. 
Incidentally, Paramount Produc- 
tions, Inc., is the accredited copy- 
rightist on the main title—not the 
Paramount Publix Corp. as hereto- 
fore. Abel 





Secrets of French Police 


RKO-Radio Pictures production and re- 
lease. Directed by Edward Sutherland. 
Based on ‘Secrets of Surete,’ by H. Ashton- 
Wolfe and Samuel Ornizt. Screen play by 
Ornitz and Robert Tasker. At Mayfair, 
New York, week Dec. 9. Running time, 55 
minutes, 

SUINe DPOTOEM:, 6c cecdcciaccess Gwiil Andre 
Francois St. Cyr...eceeeees.- Frank Morgan 
General Moloff.......seceee..Gregory Ratoff 
I 5 t 0 alts oes binne « e-..-Murray Kinnell 
RA DOING s 60: eeeeeeeees John Warburton 
OGG DIOMOOIN. oc00cbnesecieess Lucien Prival 
Mme. Danton... «+-Julia 8. Gordon 


eeeeeeeee 





a ste e eee eees eocececes Kendall Lee 
Anton ON 6 6404500006664 Christian Rub 
SPL BPS «5 56604 0040048 ¥ida0 Arnold Korff 

Six murders and one. suicide, 
corpses in plaster casts, under- 


ground passages, night burial, lot of 
chemistric paraphernalia and much 
running around in ‘Secrets of the 
French Police.’ All very hokey. 
Even has a Svengali. But it is well 
put together and for that reason is 
entertaining withal. But not the 
kind of material which usually 


FLESH 


production and release, 
Directed by John 


Metro-Goldwyn 
Wallace Beery starred. 


Ford. Adapted by Leonard Ptaskins and 
Edgar Allan Woolf from an original by, 
Edmund Goulding. Moss Hart, dialog, 


Arthur Edson, photere. At the Capitol, 
New York, week Dec, 8& Running time, 95 
minutes, 


POHKAl. .ccsscsessseesssevees Wallace Beery 









LOTTA. ceceseeseccccsseses «+ee.Karen Morley 
MICKY .coccccccs sececesess Ricardo Cortes 
Mr, Herman..... « Jean Hersholt 
Joe Willard..... .. John Miljan 
Comedy Waiter ».- Vince Barnett 
Pepl..cesesessere ..Herman Bing 
Dolan. .....++s08 .-Edward Brophy 
Mrs. Herman..ccccecccceeees- Greta Meyer 





That it takes 95 minutes to get 
home is ‘Flesh’s’ big fault. Quicker 
pace in and plet development might 
have meant another smash for 
Beery. This way it has a handicap 
to hurdle. That it makes the grade 
is due to three excellent lead per- 
formances and some natural plot 
strength that wasn't put into full 
play. Between these assets, the 
Beery draw and its attractive title 
the picture ought to get some fair 
money. 

Beery plays a big-hearted, big- 
muscled, small brained guy with 
lovable qualities, a sort of cross bee 
tween Jannings of ‘Variety’ and the 
same Beery of ‘The Champ. In- 
stead of being an acrobat or a 
punch drunk fighter, he’s a wrestler, 
He goes chump for a faithless wom- 
an, according to pattern, and the 
finish is sad, only this time there’s 
a suggestion of ultimate happiness 
to deaden the pain. 

As an inside on the honorable 
profesh of grappling the original 
yarn by Edmund Goulding takes 
huge Polikai out of a waiter’s suit 
in a German beer garden to the 
wrassling championship of that 
country, and then to America where 
he has to play ball with the game 
blers. He wins the world’s title 
when he’s supposed to lose. 

Koren Morley is with him all 
through the climb as the double- 
crossing lady who loves her man on 
the side. Latter, and doing a per- 
fect job of an 100% unsympathetic 
character, is Ricardo Cortez. 
There’s a baby that Beery thinks is 
his, but which is really Cortez’s, 
Several support roles are handled 
with notable finesse, especially by, 
Jean Hersholt and Vince Barnett, 
both in Dutch dialect, 

From the production it must havé6 
impressed the studio in advance as 
another ‘Champ.’ Productionally, 
it’s first rate. Bige. 


—_ 





makes the grade in the country’s 
A-A theatres. 

The story is involved, as would be 
expected, but the action is so rapid 
fire some thematic muddling makes 
little difference. Exccllently cast, 
which accounts for the material be« 
ing saved. 

In hands other than an actor 
like Gregory Ratoff the hypnotist 
and plotter, Moloff, would have been 
a comedian. The same may be said 
for Murray Kinnell as the French 
criminologist, Bertillon, and John 
Warburton as the youthful crook. 

Gwlil Andre, the Eugenie who is 
hypnotized to masquerade as a lost 
Russian princess, photographs beau« 
tifully. If that’s enough. 

Unique gag, with a real audience 
thrill, is provided by a trick camera 
set up by a roadside. When turned 
on, the impression of a huge car 
bearing head-on is recorded. This 
is one of Moloffs many devices to 
do away with people who would 
identify the false princess. 





Picture lends itself easily to exe 
ploitation. Waly. 





The Woman’s Angle 








‘A Farewell to Arms’ (Par). 


Love story for all women, 


A cast to set 


them dreaming again, intimate scenes of poignant delicacy with which 
they'll want to identify themselves, and characterizations so sympathetic 
that despite their lack of a wedding band the matrons will approve anys 


way. 





‘Uptown New York’ (World Wide). 


out story, cast, or production. 


Likable Jack Oakie helpless with« 


Insufficient entertainment for the girls. 





‘Flesh’ (M-G-M). 


The flaps won't find Wallace Beery as a wrestler 


an aesthetic sight nor a romantie figure, but the matrons will like his 


kind heart. 





‘The Match King’ (FN). 


Warren Williams spends too much effort 


on incomprehensible finance and not enough on the romantic roguery 
the ladies want from him. His love affairs too brfef, and the objects of 
his interest too commonplace for glamour. 


‘Central Park’ (WB). 
in the sticks. 
colorful hero, 


Something doing in a locale that interests ladies 
City gals must have more story credibility and a more 





‘The Sign of the Cross’ (Par). 
younger set, 


Title a stop-light to the 
Matrons must see it so they can join in the general dis- 
| cussion of film’s heavy carnality and spectacular brvtality, 
| pressing ending and talky slow spots m.y reduce the box 
| from smash. 


metropolitan 


but the de- 
office rating 


Ladies will appreciate it most as controversial topics are plentiful. 





‘Me and My Gal’ (Fox). Good natured mugeg stuff enacted by a pleas- 
ant cast and complicated by a crook plot to provide a nice time for the 


femmes in the sticks. 





‘Secrets of the French Police’ (Radio). 


Old fashioned thriller dressed 


up with class production and glossed over with a sense of humor so the 





big city gals can take it straight. 


No names, but a title for the country. 
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Schoene Abenteuer 


(‘Beautiful Adventure’) 


(GERMAN MADE) 
Ufa production and Leo Brecher release 


for U. S. Stars Kaethe vonNagy and fea- 
tures Wolf Albach-Retty. Supervisor Guen- 
ther Stapenhorst; director, Reinhold Schu 


énzel; Manuscript, Reinhold Schuenzel and 
Bmerich Pressburger, from the French 
play by Etienne Rey and Robert de Flers; 


music, Ralph Irwin; camera, Fritz Arno 
Wagner and Robert Baberske. At the 
Little Carnegie, New York, on grind run 
Dec. 7. Running time 87 minutes. 

Se. Mee e4006scccvcsess Alfred Abel 
Graefin d’Eguzon................ Ida Wuest 
Andre d'Eguzon....... olf Albach-Retty 
Helene de Trevillac....... nae von Nagy 
Frau de Trevillac...... -Adele Sandrock 
Valentin Le Barroyer...... -.- Otto Waliburg 
FOOMUIMS ci cccccsccsccccseces Kaethe Haack 
Frau de Serignan........Hilde Hildebrand 
Herr Chartrain........ . Julius Falkenstein 
Tene CRAFCIEMRc ccesecccecces Gertrud Wolle 
Herr Desmigneres........ Kurt Vespermann 
Frau Desmigneres........ Blandine Ebinger 
Herr Dubois..........Julius E. Herrmann 
Herr Durand........ eeees- Ferdinand Hart 
Jeanne ....cccccecesseesees UYdia Pollman 


Here’s Ufa’s answer to its own 
problem: what to do about the 
rapidity with, which America takes 
all the stars the Germans develop. 
The answer is that Germany doesn't 
have to worry. One actor goes and 
another comes. 

America took Lilian Harvey and 
here is Kaethe vonNagy. America 
hasn’t taken Willy Fritsch but just 
in case somebody thinks of it, here’s 
Wolf Albach-Retty. Miss vonNagy 
has been building for about a year 
or more until now only the blonde 
Harvey girl is bigger box office 
abroad. Albach-Retty appears here 
im only his second picture. Fut no 
doubt about his being headed for 
stardom and in a big way. Which, 
in itself, cinched the film for nice 
grosses in German territory; fact 
that the film is pretty good enter- 
tainment making it that much eas- 
ier. 

Ufa gave this one a big cast and 
production, Americans .will object 
to it, as in current showing, because 
too long and slow, but the Teutons 
ought to love it. It’s a very light 
yarn, daintily handled, with suffi- 
eient mince to help. Taken from a 

opular French stage play, the 
Pa risian atmosphere is kept. 

Miss vonNagy is shown as a girl 
about to be married to a fat rich 
man her aunt picked. Girl is sub- 
missive, but at the last minute, with 
the organ beginning to grind the 
Mendelssohn tune, she runs away 
with the young fellow. She runs to 
her grandmother’s house and the 
eld lady figures the young man to 
be the new husband. Girl tries to 
explain, but grandma mistakes the 
embarrassment and force the couple 
into a room for the night. Next 
morning come explanations, forgive- 
ness and a wedding. 

A bit naughty that, but deftly 
handled so it can’t possibly offend. 
And most of it genuinely funny. 

Some new technique used here for 
the song, a nice tune that ought to 
eatch on. Nobody sings it, but it 
is repeated several times musically 
for background atmosphere and in 
perfect rhythm with the surround- 
ing action. Suddenly, in a quiet 
part where there’s no spoken dialog, 
it breaks into words by an unseen 
chorus. 

Beyond the two featured players 
there is some fine acting by Adele 
Sandrock as grandma, Otto Wall- 
berg, as the jilted groom and Ida 
Wuest, as the aunt. 

Leo Brecher, American distribu- 
tor, is trying a new idea in present- 
ing it. Attempting to get away from 
the superimposed title thing, he is 
using a minced and snappy prolog 
in English, which tells the story 
ahead of showing it. Cut-in stills 
in this portion identify the charac- 
ters and the prolog is cleverly writ- 
ten to help the amiable spirit of the 
thing. 

Looks like an improvement on 
titles, which detract and annoy 
those in the audience who speak 
German. That treatment, plus clip- 
ping the film about 10 minutes, 
ought to make it acceptable to a 
goodly percentage of non-Germans 
on this side, though the main appeal 
will still be to the home folks. 

Kavuf. 


VIRGINS OF BALI 


Deane H. Dickason production and 
Principal release. Made on the Island 
of Bali with an all native cast. Maurice 
Emerson, camera. Sound track by Atlas. 
Lecture by Dickason. At the Cameo, New 
York, starting Dec. 7. Running time, 43 
mins, 


Cameo ran ‘Goona Goona’ for nine 
weeks. That it follows with an- 
other Bali picture so closely would 
indicate the management figures 
the demand for bust pictures is still 
lively. At half past seven the open- 
ing day the house was nearly full 
and not a score of women in the 
300-seater. 

Merely another exhibition along 
the lines of the other two Bali pic- 
tures, with an effort made to inject 
@ thin story through running com- 
ment by Deane H. Dickason, who 
made the production. Story is in- 
consequential and what the picture 
has to offer is good photography 
and girls bare to the waists. 

Where the previous pictures have 
played, this one will stand up. 
Where the others have not yet 
reached, this will be a stag stand- 
out if properly advertised. Adver- 


tising angle is the manners and 
customs, with the photographs do- 
ing the real selling. 

Like the Samoans the Balinese 





women have regular features, clear 
olive skins and remarkable breasts. 
That's the sales appeal, though an 
effort has been made to weld the 
shots into the suggestion of a con- 


tinuity. The chief performers are 
personable young girls 12 and 16 
years of age, and the continuity 
is based on their daily lives, with 
a wedding ceremony and some in- 
teresting native dances for the 
finale. Most in the average audi- 
ence are more interested in the 
girls than the manners and cus- 


toms, but to the more exacting the 
semi-nudity is at no time raw, and 
there is some real interest to the 
dance feature and some landscapes 
in the paddy fields. 

Will probably draw little fire 
from the censors and no reason why 
the scissors brigade should butt in. 

Chic. 


THE MATCH KING 


First National production and WB-FN re- 
lease. Directed by Howard Bretherton. 
Based on novel by Einar Thorvaldson. 
Adaptation for screen by Houston Branch 
and Sidney Sutherland. Associate director, 
WilMam Keighley. Film editor, Jack Kil- 
lifer. Photography by Robert Kurrle. 
Stars Warren William, with Lili Damita 


featured. % Strand, New York, week 
starting Dec. 7. Running time, 72 minutes. 
GL SOPOU sc deny 0 0 see +... Warren William 
_ rte MolNASeccccccecceccecece Lili Damita 

oon09 068 esececceess++--Glenda Farrell 
Beeriatid. eececs CSbccccc ses Harold Huber 
OSCAP. «ccccseces eccecetens Spencer Charters 
Foreman....+ Cocene 966004 66453400 John Wray 
PEP OONE. occavdcovcecees »....Murray Kinnell 
Eric Borg..... PYYTTTTITi ie Hardie Albright 
EE era eovececce Juliette Compton 
Ilse Wagner........+ oeeee decays Claire Dodd 
Borglund...... ecccece eoecccectes een awe 
Christofsen........+++++....-Edmund Breese 
Hobe...... SOROS cccccccceces Harry Beresford 
OT TTTITIT TT Tee George Meeker 
RRORORGET . ccceeseccecccecs DeWitt Jennings 
Uncle. .ccccevcccccccccccsss Alphonse_Ethier 
LAFGOR . cccccccccccscccccces Robert McWade 





‘The Match King’ will have draft 
at the box office for a number of 
reasons, It will attract the normal 
percentage of Warren William fol- 
lowers and some likely word-of- 
mouth gtrictly on entertainment 
value. Picture is frankly a photo- 
graphic biography of Ivar Kreuger, 
who swindled thousands out of mil- 
lions. 

Gross returns will vary according 
to sections of the country, but prob- 
ably not fall below average of War- 
ren William starrers anywhere. In 
communities where Swedish popu- 
lation can be counted on, it will top 
house averages or should. 

Worldwide publicity for the Krue- 
ger bust, which also brought in 
Greta Garbo’s name in various 
ways, among them as a big investor 
in the Kreuger enterprises, is fine 
ticket windaw stuff, but the news- 
paper headlines of yesterday alone 
will not sell picture for its maxi- 
mum return. The theatre must 
sharply indicate what ‘Match King’ 
is all about if putting it over for 
extra gross. 

Warners is supplying stills of Lili 
Damita which might easily mistake 
her for la Garbo. In local ads an- 
other approach was ‘Greet’ and ‘A’ 
in large type, with ensuing copy in 
much smaller size just to give a 
hint. Just how far a campaign 
should extend in trying to make it 
plain what ‘Match King’ offers the 
curious must be left to the discre- 
tion of the 21 man. 

Picture is not a great one, but 
is good entertainment, unusually 
well acted and in its direction con- 
siderably above the average. The 
director has invested it with numer- 
ous novelty angles, notably on open- 
ing and at close. 

Before main title is reached, film 
starts out with numerous flashes 
which silently tell the story that a 
match is something that’s used 
everywhere. This hints at the mo- 
nopoly angle that’s to follow. Foot- 
age runs out on the match king's 
suicide in Paris, as the house he 
built is ready to topple on him, with 
quick flashes, done well technically, 
suggesting what runs through his 
mind. He sees himself as a conniv- 
ing street cleaner in Chicago, will- 
ing to stop at nothing to attain his 
end, through murder and much else 
that followed in cornering the 
match-making business. 

The character is Paul Kroll and 
it’s played expertly by William, a 
perfect pick. for the assignment. 
Miss Damita is strong support for 
him. She dresses like Garbo, talks 
like her and even walks like her. 
No audience will mistake who's 
meant in the role she does as a 
European who finlly becomes a big 
Hollywood star and drops her match 
king as though he was burning her 
fingers. 

While other women in the match 
man’s life are merely useful imple- 
ments to Kroll in building his dy- 
nasty, the film star is his romance 
and his heartbreaker. 

A cable, photographed, has the 
film star addressed at the UFO stu- 
dios. In another sequence, when 
the match baron is negotiating a 
$40,000,000 loan in Wall street, the 
firm’s name is given as Pinchot, 
Adams & Co. There was a Pynchon 
& Co. in the street. 

Biographically the film is prob- 
ably as near to Kreuger’s own life, 
if all were known, as it dared be. 
Except, with the logic the story has 
worked out, it is probably more be- 
lievable than the Swede industrial- 
ist’s real life was. He got away 
with too much to sound real. 

The only illogical note seems to 
be struck in Kroll's quick rise from 
a street cleaner’s job to the head of 
the match industry, fooling bankers! 
as one would babies. Char. 


ME AND MY GAL 


Fox production and release. Directed by 
Raoul Walsh. From story by Barry Con- 
ners and Philip Klein, with adaptation by 
Arthur Kober. Co-features Spencer Tracy 
and Joan Bennett. Photography by Ar- 
thur Miller. Recording by George Lever- 
ett. Assistant director, Horace Hough. At 





Roxy, New York, week Dec. 9. Running 
time, 79 minutes. 

ih. a2 0860660006000606 — Spencer Tracy 
EEOhe coseneeeecet Ce eeereeeses Joan Bennett 
MAtO.ccccsccccctcesse eccccces:s Marion Burns 
SOUS Coden Senne esebeses cece George Walsh 
Pest vo coscnse eceeece J. Farrell MacDonald 
Baby Face. .ccocccccsccccccces Noel Madison 
DOO, 60604060 ecceeeeess Henry B. Walthall 
SOKS. vccccesecs © cccccccecceesss- bert Hanlon 
AlleR.ccoscoes etccceceeees---Adrian Morris 
Eddie. .coccccecsscccesces -GOOtge Chandler 


A story about a cop, the waitress 
he finally marries and the girl's sis- 
ter who gets tangled up with a rod- 
man. That’s about all. Material 
has not been whipped into screen 
product that will guarantee houses 
an average business. 

Aside from the weakness of the 
picture as entertainment, it has no 


natural box office elements. Vir- 
tually nothing to hang a campaign 
on and the names alone of Spen- 
cer Tracy and Joan Bennett on a 
marquee will not mean much, if 
anything. 

Fox has been trying for sometime 
now to build up both Tracy and 
Miss Bennett at box office. They 
might get some where with better 
stories, but they'll have to top ‘Me 
and My Gal’ a long distance before 
the names begin to take. 

Tracey makes a good cop, but ‘Me 
and My Gal’ doesn’t help him more 
than to again indicate his possi- 
bilities. Miss Bennett doesn’t make 
as good a hardboiled waitress as 
her opp does a flatfoot, but she gets 
by with it, if that means anything. 

Picture is not altogether a dud 
through having some comedy. 
Highlights in this direction are a 
drunk fisherman and a travesty on 
‘Strange Interlude’ with asides by 
Traf’y and Miss Bennett in a make 
sequence. Picture is called under 
another name, ‘Strange Inner-tube,’ 
with the dialog the only part get- 
ting somewhere. 

Dialog throughout runs to wise- 
cracking. It becomes more than or- 
dinarily tiring because of its lack of 
originality, which together with the 
slow pace set by the action makes 
‘Me and My Gal’ a long 79 minutes. 
In the editing, the final negative 
should not have been more than 65 
minutes. And could have been less 
than that. 

Plot meanders unimportantly to 
the point where a cop captures the 
gunman who has been making life 
miserable for his girl’s sister after 
unwisely falling into his company. 
The menace is done by George 
Walsh, who has changed a lot since 
the old silent days and the athletic 
hero roles he played. 

Marion Burns does the gangster- 
molested girl in an okay manner, 
while smaller parts receive satisfac- 
tory treatment in the hands of J. 
Farrell MacDonald, Noel Madison, 
Henry B. Walthall, Bert Hanlon, 
Adrian Morris and George Chand- 
ler. 

Identification of the actor doing 
the drunk cannot be made, but who- 
ever he is, the medal goes to him 
for doing one of the best stews of 
late on the screen. Char. 


UPTOWN NEW YORK 


KBS production and World Wide re- 
lease. Starring Jack Oakie; directed by 
Victor Schertzinger. From story by Vina 
Delmar, with adaptation and continuity by 
Warren B. Duff. Camera, Norbert Bro- 
dine, At Paramount, New York, week 
Dec. 9. Running time, 76 mins. 

Eddie Doyle..... ececsececs eoccees Jack Oakie 
Patricia Smith........ee.....-Shirley Grey 
Max Silvers.....cccccesese+-Leon Waycoff 
BD cccacsessue oscccessecesss-George Cooper 


Hotel Clerk. ee eee eee eeeesesetees Lee Moran 
Papa Silver.....e< Coeccccecsese Alex. Carr 
Slot Machine Wieticceccs. Raymond Hatton 


Restaurant Keeper......... Henry Armetta 


Jack Oakie’s name and his play- 
ing of the principal role are the 
chief assets of this mild programer. 
Cast has a number of standard 
support players, but nobody gets a 
chance to register, what with tepid 
roles and concentration on the main 
leads. ‘Tepid’ about describes the 
general reaction to the story and 
probably its money return at the 
box office will grade that way too. 

Principal trouble lies in the story 
itself which tries to blend comedy 
characters in a sentimental ro- 
mance. It works out well enough 
on the comedy side what with the 
capital trouping by Oakie in a part 
made to his special measure, but 
the better the comedy becmes, the 
weaker the sentimental angle. 

Perhaps the scheme was to re- 
produce the effect of this merging 
of comedy and romance, together 
with the human note, in the manner 
of Miss Delmar’s successful ‘Bad 
Girl,’ only this time it doesn’t come 
off. Anyhow it doesn’t come off for 
big town deluxe purposes. The 
hinterland probably will like it 
better and the bulk of its returns 
will come from the subsequent runs. 

These romances of middle class 
young people have to have the sin- 
cere and tender note. It’s not usu- 
ally easy to take a diamond in the 
rough as a romantic hero. The type 
seems fated to comedy relief. That's 
what happens in ‘Uptown New 
York’—the star player is cast in a 














to sustain. a film running 
the even hour. 


A more vivid heroine than Shirley 


Grey might have helped to put the 
production over. She is the fem- 
inine corner of a triangle com- 
petently enough, but this as a case 
where just competency won't quite 
do. It’s a part that demands real 
playing and that it doesn't get here. 

Literary treatment of the story 


beyond 


There is | 


isn't particularly skillful. 
an early sequence involving the | 
girl's surrender to her first lover. 


It all happens against a hall room 
background which isn’t roman- 
tically inspiring to start with, and 
the climax of the scene is bluntly 
brought about—tactlessly managed 
so that you get the distinct feeling 
that the girl was a pushover. Dur- 
ing the rest of the 65 minutes or 
so of complicated sufferings, she 
goes through, you can’t quite get 
over the feeling that she brought it 
all upon herself, a feeling several 
other episodes do not help to rem- 
edy, such as her voluntary return 
to her first sweetheart. 

Title derives from the fact that 
the working girl heroine—it .never 
is disclosed what she works at— 
lives in West 110th street, which 
isn’t vital anyway, since the events 
could have happened anywhere in 
a drab rooming house district. Why 
such an uninviting locale should 
have been picked for the label 
doesn’t explain itself except on the 
ground that the ‘New York’ might 
pique rural curiosity, and 110th 
street is now in part a part of Har- 
lem. Rush. . 


Teilnehmer Antwortet 


Nicht 


(‘Party Doesn't Answer’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 

Elite production. Capital release in U. S. 
Features Dorothea Wieck and Gustav 
Gruendgens. Direction, Rudolf Katscher 
and Mare Sorkin; camera, Franz Planer; 
sound, Jansen; script, Egon and Otto Elis. 
At Hindenberg, New York, on grind, week 
Dec. & Running time, 75 mins. 


a ere Gustav Gruendgens 
DOUG ca des os cbaeaas 000666 Dorothea Wieck 
Konrad Quandt.ccccccccccces Gustav Diess) 
Inspector Roller. .ccccccessecess Oskar Sima 
Student..cccccces Cecceece - von Halmay 
Erika..cccccccccccess -Truus van Alten 
ee ONCE EES 660008 .. Wladimir Sokoloff 


Complicated German thriller with 
little to recommend it. Story is 
involved and complicated but made 
worse by hopelessly elephantine 
pace and silly direction. Strictly 
for German trade and little enough 
of that. 

Plot is one of those very com- 
plicated things that runs into itself 
several times. Dorothea Wieck is 
the girl, the same girl who did so 
well in ‘Maedchen in Uniform.’ 
From this fact should come what- 


ever business is obtainable. But 
it’s unfair to the girl, since she 
isn’t allowed to do anything that 


makes her stand out, the result be- 
ing merely to nullify whatever 
standing she gained in the other 
film. 

Director has Miss Wieck posing 
around most of the time in imita- 
tion of Brigitte Helm, whom she 
resembles a bit, besides not help- 
ing her in the script treatment. 
She’s seemingly the sweetheart of 
a robber but gives him away to 
the police and runs away with one 
of the crook’s assistants. Mean- 
time, of course, all kinds of com- 
plications. 

Photography is okay, but otherwise 
film is off in all technical ways. 
Only good acting comes from Gus- 
tav Gruendgens as the head crook, 
while Wladimir Sokoloff does a nice 
bit as a rat. Kauf. 


Tex Takes a Holiday 


Argosy production and release. All in 
Multicolor. Directed by Alvin J. Neitz, 
Story by Robt. Walker. Dialog by Allan 
James. Otto Himm, camera. Cast: Wal- 
lace MacDonald, Virginia Brown Faire, Jas. 
Dillon, Claude Payton, Sheldon Lewis, Geo. 
Gerwing, Ben Corbett, Mme. delLatta, Geo. 
Cheseboro. At Loew's New York theatre, 
one day, Dec. 6, on a double bill. Running 
time, 59 mins. 


In black and white this might 
have eased through as a second- 
grade western, but in color it is very 
weak. It is wholly spoiled by about 
as poor an exhibition of bad color 
work as has been brought forward 
yet. Like most color processes, this 
Multicolor work is excellent when it 
is good, but it is so seldom good 
that it irritates. 

Half a dozen scenes are nicely col- 
ored, but the rest ranges from bad 
to very much worse thanthat. Some 
of the clips appear to have been 
made only with the indigo blue, but 
even where a double negative is 
used the colors are seldom good, and 
for the most part greatly decrease 
the visibility. On top of this, much 
of it seems to be slightly out of reg- 
ister, giving an out-of-focus effect. 
It will not be in the running even 
in the minor houses. 

Story is the mysterious stranger 
type. Being played by the lead, of 
course, he’s the factor for good, 
though the cast think otherwise un- 
til the finale. Wallace MacDonald 
sprinkles the role with Mex-English 
not badly, and Virginia Brown Faire 
goes dialect, too. Not for a very 
heavy score. 

Only other outstander is Ben Cor- 
bett in a brief comedy relief bit. 
Story is haltingly eee or etse 
suffers in the cutti br 


comedy relief role. Play it how- | matters mucn, sinc the attention 
ever well, it doesn’t compel thej;distracted by the generall: bad 
lright kind of sympathetic response | color. Chis 
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AFTER THE BALL 


(BRITISH MADE) 


London, Nov. 26. 
jumont British production. Released 
r ugh Gaumont Company. Directed by 
Mil on Rosmer. In cast: Esther Ralston, 
Rasil Rathbone Jean Adrienne, uM weg 
Bur ce, ¢ rg 1 Clifford Heatherle 
Length 6.400 ‘ i rox Running tim 
70 mins I i Tivoli theatre, Lor ion, 
Nov. 2 
Continuing its good work in the 
| making of class features, Gaumont 
British Picture Corp. has turned out 
another in ‘After the Ball.’ It ex- 
udes romance—the kind theatre- 





goers and picture-goers revel in. 

Located at Geneva during a con- 
ference of the League of Nations 
assembled to discuss naval arma- 
ments, the British minister awaits 
the arrival of a courier with dis- 
patches. While en route by train, 
the courier, who is a bit of a lad 
with the ladies, spends the night in 
the compartment of an amenable 
female, during which time his own 
ear is disconnected, as it is destined 
for Geneva, and he is carried on to 
Aix. 

Eventually arriving at Geneva 
that evening, he attends a masked 
ball, where he encounters the wife 
of a British diplomat who is his 
superior in the service. He doesn’t 
know who she is, but after dancing 
with her pursues her to her home. 

There is a representative from a 
fictitious South American country, 
whose wife steals his state seal to 
prevent his signing the pact the 
night of the ball, so that he can take 
her to the affair. She drops the 
bag and it is picked up by the cou- 
rier, who, when he follows the dip- 
lomat’s wife home, leaves it there, 
which results in a series of compli- 
cations whereby the husband dis- 
covers the courier had been in his 
house with his wife and, naturally, 
accuses her. She in turn admits 
the courier was there, but proves 
the ardent chaser had misconducted 
himself with her maid, which is a 
surprise twist, and all ends happily. 

A rather good waltz tune makes 
an excellent theme number, and the 
picture stands up splendidly with the 
aid of admirable directions, photog- 
raphy and all-round cast. Esther 
Ralston is the diplomat’s wife and 
looks sufficiently attractive. Basil 
Rathbone makes a charming philan- 
derer and has the best opportunities 
of the cast. Marie Burke, in her 
first screen venture, contributes the 
requisite verve to the character of 
the wife of the South American rep- 
resentative. All the others romp 
home well under the wire. 

Another success for British screen 
production of magnitude and dis- 
tinction. Jolo. 


HEART PUNCH 


Fanchon Royer production and Mayfair 
release. Directed by Breezy Eason. Story 
by Frank Howard Clark. Adaptation and 
screen play by J. T. Neville. Geo. Meehan, 
editor. Albert 


camera. Jeanne Spencer, 
Benham, asst. dir. Paul Palmentola, art. 
Cast: Lloyd Hughes, Marion Schilling, 


Geo. Lewis, Wheeler Oakman, Mae Busch, 
Walter Miller, Gordon De Main, Jas. Leong. 
At Loew's New York theatre, one day, Dec. 
6, on a double bill. Running time, 62 mins, 


This is the old theme of the fight- 
er who kills his opponent in the 
ring with a blow to the heart and 
then falls in leve with the sister of 
the dead man. But it’s told with 
fair ability, and the photography 
helps more than a little. Good on 
the double bills and can start sin- 
gling about halfway between the top 
and the bottom. 

Picture gets more from the cam- 
era and the actors than from the 
dialog writer, but the basic idea is 
not badly worked, though implaus- 
ible, and the dialog is no worse than 
the average irdie, though that, of 
course, means there is room for im- 


provement. 
Lloyd Hughes makes a likable 
pug, but gets less chance than 


Wheeler Oakman as his manager, 
Played in Jimmy Gleason fashion. 
Marion Schilling gets the advantage 
of better lighting than she usually 
has and suggests Nancy Carroll in 
appearance, Chic. 


LE FILS IMPROVIST 


(‘The Improvised Son’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 
Paris, Nov. 25. 
Paramount Joinville production. Para- 
mount release. Directed by Rene Guissart 
From the Henri Falk novel. Lyrics by 
Henri Falk, Leo Lelievre and Fernand 
Rouvray. Music by Rene Sylvania. Re- 
corded Western Electric. Resets time, %0 


mins, Paramount, Paris, Nov. 

Cast includes: Fernand Gravey, Florelle, 
Saturnin Fabre, Baron Fils, Jackie Mon- 
nier, Edmond Roze, Christiane D'Or. 


aie 

A smash hit. It has everything. 
An excellent cast, with names that 
are sure to draw, including Florelle, 
who has three films at the same 
time on the boulevard, besides star- 


ring in the new Folies Bergere 
revue. . 

Story is very amusing, continuity 
of snappy tempo, photo by Ted 


Pahle very good, and direction the 


best yet of Guissart, who was chief 
cameraman fer Ben Hur. Not much 
music, but that very catchy. No 
end of laughs. B. o. idea can be 
gathered from the fact that opening 
day in Parameunt did more than 
$1,000. whilst opening day at ‘Mer- 
veilleuse Journes’ 200 vards further 
up the boul d in the Olympia— 
ilso t nz florelle got only 
(Continued on page 53) 
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This picture has it in full 
measure and brimming over. 


HANDLE 
with CARE | 


JAMES DUNN 


BOOTS MALLORY 
El Brendel « Victor Jory 
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Screen play by Frank = 


Craven and Sam Mintz = > * 
Directed by David Butler 


It’s a FOX picture 
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For ‘Fugitive’ rol Peabo allveftising — Free Bally Make a Model 
. - ante nite, ‘ or poth men an women coulk e a : . f ! Sasa nea 4 : "illis . 
If you want a new angle on ‘I Am | jirchased at his store for the put- | Bright Future |__Here’s a foolish stunt that will get! | see res Act valioe te gee 


a Fugitive from a Chain Gans,’ try 
this new one. It should work in any 
town above 10,000. Pick sore local 
man, describe him with fair accur- 
acy and offer a reward for the first 
person to identify him. Pin the 
story on the difficulty of identifying 
any fugitive from the description 
generally given, cite the fact that 
often wanted persons, when finally 
caught, have told how they even 
spoke to policemen, and then ask 
the readers if they are any more 
clever. 

Pick out some well-known person 
with characteristics not too strongly 
marked, place the name in a sealed 
envelope and deposit it in the bank 
or give it a prominent place in some 
show window. Do not reveal even 
to the house staff the name of the 
person selected, and it may very 
well happen that not a single iden- 
tification will be made, though the 
person may be on the streets every 
day. 

It is almost a cinch to get some 
newspaper interested in the _ idea, 
which will help. If this is not pos- 
sible, use a plank space with a large 
question mark and follow the usual 
style of ‘wanted’ announcements. 

Contestants deliver their identifi- 
cations to the theatre and the en- 
velopes are serially numbered with 
ahand stamp. Envelopes are opened 
until the correct identification, if 
any, is made. 





New Version 

Dick Wright, of the Warner 
Strand, Akron, O., has a new ver- 
sion of the old last-line stunt, which 
he is working with the ‘Times Press’ 
until Christmas. Instead of a lim- 
erick, a four-line stanza is used with 
the fourth line missing and also the 
last word of the third line. This is 
bedded in a special section of the 
classified ads which is devoted: to 
gift offers. 

Gag is to find the missing word, 
which is hidden in the ads, and then 
supply an entire last line. Letters 
to form the missing word are in the 
various ads set in caps thus (A). 
Assures the advertiser his stuff will 
be read. Top prize is a $2 merchan- 
dise order and then five pairs of 
passes. Wright supplies the passes 
for a net of 25 inches of advertising 
each week in the run of the paper. 

For ‘You Said a Mouthful’ he used 
pretzels. Maker gave him 5,000 each 
in a giassine envelope. Wright sup- 
plied two girls dressed like Ginger 
Rogers in sailor suits to pass them 


around in the downtown section. 
Two telegraph messengers’ also 
helped distribute. 





Too Abrupt 


Sometimes the way a thing is said 
is more important than what is said. 
For example, a correspondent in 
Cincinnati, apparently a non-pro- 
fessional, sends in a small adver- 
tisement from the Sylvia theatre, 
Bellevue, Ky., which announces 
‘Special matinee Thursday,’ and 
then n a full cap Ine ‘No bargan 
on this day.’ 

What the management meant was 
that regular prices would prevail. 
It had been the habit of the house 
to chop prices on Thursday, appar- 
ently the off day for the theatre. 
Naturally a cut price was not indi- 
cated for Thanksgiving. But in- 
6tead of such a line as ‘Holiday 
prices,’ with perhaps the scale, it is 
offered as ‘no bargain,’ which may 
convince the prospects that there is 
no use buying non-bargains. 

It is a glaring example of the mis- 
handling of words, but there are 
hundreds of examples of poor han- 
dling unloosed every day simply be- 
Cause the copy writer does not 
weigh the effect of the words. And 
some words mean money, 


Connie on the Dial 
Minneapolis. 

Arrangements were made to have 
Constance Bennett ‘listen in’ from 
Hollywood for a RKO Orpheum ra- 
dio broadcast over KSTP, NBC sta- 
tion, dedicated to her and her latest 
picture, ‘Rockabye,’ now showing at 
the Orpheum. ‘The Ingenues,’ cur- 
rent Orpheum attraction, provided 
the entertainment. The broadcast 
was from the Hotel Radisson ‘Flame 
Room’ night club where ‘The In- 
Benues’ opened Saturday night. 

As a further plug for ‘Rockabye,’ 
Manager Lou Golden mailed out 
10,000 perfumed cards in perfumed 
envelopes to stenographers and 
other feminine employes through- 


Out the loop and in hotels. The 
Perfume got attention and _ the 
Snappy copy on the cards created 
word-of-mouth comment for the 


Picture. 


Long Distance 
Exhibitor sends in a card he had 
Printed up for his election night 
show. He advertised ‘two admis- 


pose of paying off election bets. 
Manager writes that a lot of men 


and some women are stil! carrying | 


the cards in their pocketbooks and 
making occasional funny cracks, all 
of which is sustained advertising. 


Gauging the Gifts 

Manager who is running one of 
those crockery night affairs is wise 
in his generation. Instead of giving 
out the cups.,and saucers and plates 
first, he uses those for good pictures 
and slips in one of the larger pieces 
to help along on an unusually poor 
picture. It helps a sick film and at 
the same time holds up interest in 
the collection. 

Trouble with some of the larger 
sets is that there’s so many pieces, 
plenty of women get tired before the 
set is completed. That has been the 
reason for holding up the teapot and 
the vegetable dishes, but a woman 
can get terribly tired of half a dozen 
plates, as Many cups and saucers, 
and no large pieces. Starts to ask 
if it’s really worth while. 





De Luxe Ballyhoos 
Los Angeles, 
Time-worn type of old fashioned 
street ballyhoos for picture houses 
are giving way here to deluxe 
methods, with several’  interest- 
compelling outfits now on the local 
streets. Among them is Warners’ 
copy of a passenger liner, mounted 


on a chassis which it is using to 
exploit ‘One Way Passage.’ Also 
there are several cars equipped 


with chimes, several calliopes and 
any number of out-of-the-ordinary 
vehicles, all used to herald a com- 


ing or current picture house pro- 
gram. Then there is the trans- 
continental overnight bus which 


has been converted into a miniature 
theatre to exploit ‘Call Her Savage’ 
through Southern California. 


An Encore, But— 


All last summer a theatre was 
trying to plug business with cut 
rates, including the familiar ‘This 
ticket and 10 cents’ and the ‘free’ 
ticket which was valid only when 
presented with a paid admission. 

When cold weather came, the sup- 
ply was shut down. Manager fig- 
ured they were more apt to come 
during the cold weather, and he had 
to stop some time. For two or three 
weeks it had the people sulking, but 
bit by bit they came around, and he 
has not made a price concession 
since Sept. 

They all let out the whoops when 
the old familiac cards were passed 
out recently, and they goggled at 
the two big type lines which were 
‘This ticket and’ and ‘Thanksgiving 
Day.’ Seemed to be too good to be 
true that they would get the cut on 
the holiday. Happened that they 
didn’t, for the continuation of the 
top line read 40 cents, spelled out so 
that it would not be conspicuous. 
That was the regular price of ad- 
mission, so they laughed a little, 
and a number of them offered the 
cards at the box office when they 
slid the coins through. Just a one- 
time, but worth the solo try. 


Penny Tickets 

This seems to be a chance to re- 
vive the penny ticket idea if you 
have some good titles coming and 
play them two days. Matinee busi- 
ness will be off and it will be no tax 
on the capacity. The big idea is 
that the purchasers go out and talk 
up the picture to others, giving the 
benefit of word-of-mouth advertis- 
ine. 

Tickets good only before noon the 
opening day are sold that morning, 
preferably by a dry goods store, for 
one cent each, plus the tax, if any. 
In return for the privilege, the store 
spots a good display for the picture 
in its Sunday advertising. Tickets 
are on sale at the rear of the store, 
to get the buyers where they can be 
sold other things on their way out, 
and should go on sale about 10 
o’clock with the hint that they will 
not last long. 

It will pack the store, give the 
theatre some good press agents, and 
hundreds of women will see the ad- 
vertisement in the store space who 
would pass over a page ad for the 
attraction alone. 


Making ’Em Like It 
Manager seeking to slough off the 
double bills and not certain how his 
customers would take it, offered $25 
in cash prizes for the best 75-word 





sions for the one price—one now and | 


One later.’ People who came in were 
handed cards on heavy stock which 
Were passes to come and hear the 
election returns free Nov. 3, 1936. 
Cost of the stunt was laid off to a 
merchant who was given the back 


bills.’ 

He posted the best of his answers 
in the lobby nd one was so good he 
took newspaper space for it. 

He figured that he could get them 
mulling over the subject and that 
imany would talk themselves into 
appreciation of the singles and per- | 
haps help talk the others over, 

It seems to have helped, since 
business has not fallen materiall, 
and he figures that it was a good 
investment Merely announcing the 
switch might have made trouble. 


essays on ‘Why I do not like double 


Chicago, Dec. 12. 

In a facetious mood a local 
press agent drew up a help 
wanted advertisement outlin- 
ing the qualifications expected 
today. Ad reads: 

Wanted—A Press Agent. 
Must be a man of distinguished 
reputation. Must be ex-editor 
of. Saturday Evening. Post. 
Must be Nobel Prize winner 
for Literature. Must be hon- 
est, conscientious, sober, and 
willing to relieve manager on 


day off. Must be poster de- 
signer, after dinner speaker, 
member of Rotary, Kiwanis, 


Elks, and North Centre Busi- 
ness Men's Association. Pre- 
fer one who is good tenor, but 
only fair pinochle player. Must 
have a drag with the Catholic 
church, Y. M. C. A., Jim Far- 
ley, and all managing editors. 











Must provide own tuxedo. 
Salary $27.50 a wee Apply 
Pishwish Circuit. 

Novelty Card 


Too late for this year, but per- 
haps next year others can use the 
idea of a card which will be sent 
out this season by an indie operator. 
it bears a sound track in half-tone 
and above the message: 

‘If you had a motion picture ma- 
chine you could run this sound rec- 
ord and it wouid wish you a Merry 
Christmas, but no more fervently 
than the Gem theatre does through 
the medium of the printed word.’ 

The gag at least gets away from 
the usual holly and bells idea and 
will probably be shown around, 

The exhib dcesn’t know what the 
sound track really would say. He 
copped it from a trade paper clip- 





attention in the lobby and cost only 
the construction and a one sheet. | 
Cut a circle out of the three sheet | 
and paste the rest on a board. Paste 
the circle on ancther sheet and pivot 
to the cut pester. It’s a good plan 
to use a grommet or a small piece 
of brass tubing on the disc to pre- 
vent abrasion. 

Mount is placed in the lobby with 
the challenge ‘Can you spin the dise 
so that it will come to a stop in its 
proper place?’ 

No prize offered for the accom- 
plishment of the stunt, but it is only 
human nature for everyone to try, 
and the result will be that the lobby 
is kept in action with all interest 
centered on the poster, which, of 
course, advertises the current show- 
ing. 


Plugs Post Holiday 


With most exhibitors putting all 
their energy into getting big houses 
for Christmas and New Years, one 
old-timer is mcre worried abouc the 
week which follcws. He is arrang- 
ing a local talent show for Jan. 3-6, 
figuring that these days will need 
some extra drag. 

It has besa his experience that 
with a good show the holiday season 
will care for itself in the matter of 
business. It is when the celebra- 
tions are over that he wants to drag 
them away from the easy chairs 
and that new radio. 

His holiday ‘bill will offer a good 
picture and a strong support of 
comedy shoris, but the following 
week he is putting on a show staged 
by a local dancing teacher. Best 
trick he knows to get them out of 
the house when they are fed up on 
merrymaking, and he figures that if 
they take the week off to sleep, it 
may require two or three weeks to 
get them back into the habit of 
coming. -So he’s going to start 
training as soon as the rumpus is 
over. 





BEHIND 





the KEYS 








Los Angeles. 

Promotion of M. J. Murphy. to 
city manager for Fox West Coast in 
Tucson, Ariz. has placed Bob 
Smith, manager of Loew's State, in 
Murphy’s former spot as manager 
of the Pantages. Murphy was 
brought here from the east for the 
Pan job when the house was taken 
over from Alexander Pantages sev- 
eral months ago. 

Ray Duscerne returns to Loew’s 
State after six weeks at the United 
Artists. Spyro Cardos, oldest em- 
ployee of Skouras Bros., moves 
from the Criterion to the UA. 





Akron, O. 
Fieber-Shea’s Colonial, first run 
house, goes dark Dec. 12, to permit 
installation of newest RCA sound, 
replacing Western Electric, which 





has peen in for some time. House 
will reopen Christmas Day. 
Easton, Pa. 


Although Marshall Edwards, man- 
ager of the Ritz, at Phillipsburg, 
across the Delaware river from 
Easton, was fined $1 and costs for 
keeping open on Sunday, he re- 
opened on the Sunday after he was 
fined and was again arrested and 
fined $1 and costs. 


Nevada, Ia. 
Circle theatre has passed to the 
Ames Building & Loan association. 


New Lexington, O. 
Perry, first deluxe house for this 
town, is reopened, with pictures. 





Syracuse, N. Y. 
Earl Arnoid, with the local film 
Rialto in its infancy, has returned 
here to direct exploitation for the 
Ritz, operated by Nathan L. Rob- 
bins. 


Syracuse, N. Y. 
Fitzer interests will add the Ar- 
cadia, South Side neighborhood 
house, on Christmas Day. 
Morris Fitzer will be house man- 
ager. 


Syracuse, N. Y. 
Antonia Rossi, assistant to Harry 
Thompson, goes to New York as 
secretary to George Skouras, 





Carthage, N. Y. 
Seymour Morris is the new man- 
ager of the Skouras-operated Strand 
here. 


Pittsburgh. 
in the mana- 


' 
|} Changes continue 
gerial line-up for Warners 


Pittsburgh zone. Latest move by 


i 
, formerly general manager for the 
Appel circuit in Eastern Pennsyi- 
vania, to Cambria, Johnstown, Pa.., 
vhere he succeeds W. F. Bitner, and 
‘K. C. McGary to the Manos in 


| Harry Kalmine sends Eddie Moore, | 





in the! 


} 


Greensburg, replacing P. F. Reese. 
George Bronson, of New Haven, has 
been made manager of the Camera- 
phone, nabe house in East Liberty, 
replacing Earl Roeser, resigned. 

In the home office, Bob Kimmel- 
man, for the last couple of years 
assistant booker, has been relieved 
of his duties, with Nat Fellman, 
who succeeded John McGreeby as 
chief booker recently, taking over 
all the booking work. 





Fulton, N. Y. 
Arthur H. Worden, of this city, 
veteran Cortland exhibitor, has ac- 
quired the Palace, Wolcott, N. Y., 
from H. C. Whitford. 





Los Angeles. 

F-WC purchasing department 
now quartered with the real estate 
and insurance depts. 

Lee Parvin handling publicity for 
‘Plain Man and His Wife,’ at the 
Hollywood playhouse. 

Richard Romo, formerly with 
RKO division offices here, now man- 
aging Al Faulkner and his Califor- 
nia Ramblers. 


Los Angeles. 
Victoria, naborhood operated by 
George N. Bromley, which recently 
reopened after being closed several 
months following gutting by fire, is 
ready to call it quits. House goes 
dark this week indefinitely, 


Los Angeles. 


Fex West Coast managerial 
changes include: 
William Souttar replaced C. M. 


Moorehead at the Plaza, Liberal, 
Kans.; J. R. Rodgers succeeded 
George E. Stetson, Lyric, Tuscon, 
Ariz.; Arvid Erickson vice Harry 
Fontana, St. Francis, San Fran- 
cisco, 
Los Angeles. 

Anaheim (F-WC), at Anaheim, 

Cal., closed indefinitely. 





Pittsburgh. 

Warners’ State theatre in Wash- 
ington, Pa., near here, destroyed by 
fire last August, nearing completion 
again and will open around Feb, 1. 
State is a deluxe of 1,500 seats. 

Lou Brager will return to handle 
reopening of Washington site, 


|} of the device displayed in an aqua- 


rium. It will give stress to the genu- 
ineness of the picture and provide 
the spectator a new angle. 

As large an aquarium as possible 
should be borrowed, and if the trop- 
ical fish now popular are available, 
so much the better. A toy sloop six 
or eight inches long is obtained, and 
from the keel a rod half an inch in 
diameter (dowel can be had from 
any hardware store) is set into a 
hole bored in the bottom of the 
boat. This extends to within three 
or four inches of the bottom of the 
tank, where it ends in a ball with 
one flattened face into which is set 
a bit of looking glass. The ball 
should be weighted to pull down the 
center of gravity, and both ball and 
dowel painted with aluminum. 

A card explains that the camera 
and its operator are contained in the 
sphere, with the tube used to pro- 
vide passage and ventilation. The 
physics teacher of the high school 
can word the card, and this will 
make a good approach to interest 
him in selling his class. 

Given a prominent showing, this 
should sell the picture better than 
any other method. 





Cracker Zoo 

If you've about exhausted the 
ideas on the string of jungle pic- 
tures which followed ‘Bring 'Em 
Back,’ you can follow the example 
of a small-town indie man who got 
his display for less than half a dol- 
ar. 

He painted deep black a sheet of 
compo board to fit one of his frames 
and glued to this silvered animal 
crackers in the spaces between the 
stills. None guessed that his dis- 
play came from the grocery, and he 
evaded requests for ‘those little 
metal toys’ with the explanation they 
had to be returned to the exchange. 
Because of its oddity the stunt was 
a big seller and the exhib is sorry 
he did not make a couple of frames 
for window display. 

Crackers require a coat of shellac 
or glue on the back, which must 
harden before the final paste is an- 
plied or the puste will all soak into 
the cracker. 


— 


Pipes Music 

Theatre in the business district of 
small town is situated in the same 
block with three restaurants which 
cater largely to clerks and stenogs. 
His house does not open until 1:30, 
but he puts on an organ recital from 
noon to a quarter past one and 
pipes it into all three eateries, with 
brief mention of the show between 
the selections. With the food joints 
all in the same block, it is a simple 
matter, and the gag has been work- 
ing for several months. 

Shortly after the plan started, one 
of the eateries sent in a request for 
lively music. Complained that slow, 
dreamy music led them to chew 
more slowly and take more time. 
Manager didn't believe him, but 
went over the following day after 
laying out a program, and he found 
the contention wa correct. 

Now it’s only lively music. 


Get Set for ‘Whistling’ 

Here's a stunt for ‘Whistling fn 
the Dark’ that the boys and girls 
will like. Save the idea until it 
comes along and then u&Se it for an 
advance contest. 

Idea is just that. Contestants 
whistle in the dark and the prize 
goes by appiause or judges’ decision 
to the best. Gives an excuse for 
the always popular dark house, but 
some light shculd be kept on the 
auditorium and the ushers strung 
along the aisles, It’s no advertise- 
ment if a minor scandal develops 
when the lights go out. Stage, how- 
ever, should be in complete gloom, 
with the contestants well toward the 
rear to prevent ready identification. 
Get a good m.c. and the idea is over. 


Played to Title 
Buffalo. 

Sears-Roebuck hdcked their local 
store to ‘Prosperity’ at Shea’s Buf- 
falo and put over the prosperity 
idea in a big way. Prosperity bonds 
were given all customers and 25 
tickets were distributed. 

Deco restaurants came in with a 
tie-in for their chain of eating 
places, urging all to eat at Deco'’s 
and spend what was saved seeing 
Dressler and Moran at the Buffalo. 

New angle was reproducing Marie 
Dressler'’s appearance on the 








Pittsburgh. 

Joe Feldman, recently brought | 
here from Albany to handle adver- | 
tising for Warners in the Pittsburgh 
district, has also been named | 
pervisor of all Warner houses in the | 
downtown area, This is in addition 
to his publicity duties, 


| 


Sl- 


Feldman succeeded Milt Silver | 
here, the latter staying only two 
weeks as George Tyson's successor. 

Syracu N. ¥ 

Keith's will start its new shows 

Thursday, giving it the ea 


OPPoOsIitio! 


Fleischmann hour with the local 
station adding that the picture was 
then showing. Local radio concern 
loaned a big instrument in return 
for mention on a card. 


Mummy Photos 

Universal is using a still of Kare 
‘The Mummy’ for its advere 
sing. The face is covered by mos- 


loft in 


quito netting to give vagueness of 
outline, If vou can get hold of a 
stul you are ali set for a contest 
that can be worked for a lobby dis- 
(Continued on page §4) 
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KARLOFF 


(The Uncanny) 








Rises to new heights 
in the role of the 


MUMMY 


who comes fo life 
and proves he is 
no dumb mummy 
by falling madly in 
love with the gor- 
geous girl as played 
by Zita Johann. The 


MUMMY 


sets a new pace for 
others to follow. The 


MUMMY 


w 

















is another proof of 
Universal’s daring 
originality 


‘With DAVID MANNERS, Edward 


Van Sloan, Arthur Byron. Story by 
Nina Wilcox Putnam and Richard 
Schayer. Produced by Carl Laemmle, Jr. 
Directed by Karl Freund. Presented by 


Carl Laemmle. 
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UA. May Do Some Reorganizing with 
Schenck's Major Work on Production 


—_—— + 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 


Joseph Schenck is reorganizing 
United Artists. To what extent 
hasn't been made known by 


Schenck’s present visit to the Coast, 
but it is believed to be for the pur- 
pose of putting the final touches on 
a plan which he has been working 
out for several months. 

Which of the present producing 
or financial components of the U.A. 
will be involved in a change is not 
known either, with the one excep- 
tion of the Art Cinema Company, 
wherein Schenck has his largest in- 
terest. From present accounts, 
Schenck and his associates are set 
to shift the basic setup of this firm 
almost completely. 

There is the chance that the Art 
Cinema may be liquidated and in its 
place another company be set up 
which will function tn its stead. 

‘n the new company Schenck may 
find himself allied with some new 
money and personalities. In his re- 
cent two visits in the east, Coast 
reports have Schenck contacting 
certain new picture people for finan- 
cial association as well as produc- 
tion activity. In the change that 
will occur, Schenck is likely to de- 
vote more of his time to actual pro- 
duction and leave the financial and 
business end to others. Schenck 
has been reported considering this 
very phase of his own work for 
some time. 

Goldwyn 

Where Samuel Goldwyn may fit 
in the new order may have been de- 
termined but not made public so 
far. The change may not affect the 
Goldwyn standing, as Goldwyn even 
presently works practically inde- 
pendent on production and distribu- 
tion on his own pictures in nearly 
all | 


WITH KAPLAN OUSTED 
SPRINGER SUITS OUT 


Indications are that with the 
ousting of Sam Kaplan from Local 
No. 306, the suits by the Moonbeam 
Amus. Corp., Apex Amus. Corp. and 
Marble Hill Amus. Corp., against 
the Springer circuit of theatres in 
New York will be dropped in Jan- 
uary when they come to trial. John 
W. Springer, Soterus W. Cocalis 
and Matthew M. Kutinsky, partners 
in the Springer chain, along with 
the Regnis Theatre Corp., Lydal 
Operating Corp., all the film dis- 
tribs, the Film Board of Trade and 
the T. O. C. C., were sued for al- 
leged conspiracy and restraint of 
trade by the three outdoor 10c. the- 
atres when the Kaplan unionistic 
coterie started last summer to buck 
a aad houses in the Bronx, 


The various holding companies of 
the Kaplan-306 outdoor cinemas 
complained that through combina- 
tion they were prevented from ob- 
taining film for exhibition in these 
10c. outdoor spots. 

When it came to bat last week in 
the N. Y. Supreme Court, Arthur F 
Driscoll of O’Brien, Malevinsky & 
Driscoll, who was to act as trial 
counsel for all the distribs, argued 
before Justice Aaron J. Levy that 
either the matter be tried or. dis- 
missed. 

The plantiff’s counsel as much as 
stated that in view of the new 
union administration, with the Kap- 
lan regime out, a postponement un- 
til January would be preferred, 
which Justice Levy granted. 





Adapting ‘Turnabout’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 

Thorne Smith, who wrote the 
crazy ‘Topper’ stories, is adapting 
his book, ‘Turnabout,’ on which 
Metro has taken an option, with a 
Possibility of making a musical of 
the story. 

Joan Crawford’s next picture, 
which has the ‘Turnabout’ title, will 
have its handle changed. 

Smith came to MG to write an 
Original for Jimmy Durante and 
Puster Keaton. 








KEPT TAB ON BURTIS 


Century Co. Wants Bit of What 
Writer Earned 








Los Angeles, Dec. 12. 
Century Play Co. wants a $1,575 
chunk of the $9.500 which it claims 
Thomson Burtis has earned since 
coming to the coast, and has filed 


suit for that amount in Superior 
court. 

Company charges that of the 
monies advanced to the _ writer, 


$1,575 is still unpaid. 

In arriving at Burtis’ earnings, 
Century contends that he got $5,000 
for ‘Madison Square Garden’ from 
Par; $1,500 for ‘Soldiers of the 
Storm’ from Col; $750 for the first 
of a Texas Ranger series from Col, 
$250 advance from Col on ‘Tug 
week for four 


Boat,’ and $500 a 
weeks from Par on ‘Undercover 
Man’. 





STUDIOS PLAN RECORD 
HOLIDAY PRODUCTION 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 
There will be 35 features in pro- 
duction during the holiday fortnight, 
a record for the past few years. 


Yenerally picture making slows up 
during that period because of head- 
aches from Xmas and New Year 
celebrations and the studio desires 
to be slack on work at income tax 
time. 

Paramount heads the list with six 
films starting and threé tontinuing. 
Radio has five getting under way 
and two remaining on the schedule. 
Universal will start one and con- 
tinue two. Three go into work at 
Columbia, and Fox has a similar 
number that will hold over. Metro 
has four in work until after the new 
year and are starting three more. 
Warners also starting a trio. 


Writers Back to Coast 


S. J. Perelman, with Warners and 
Paramount, is slated to return to 
the Metro lot. 

Samuel Hoffenstein, another ex- 
studio scribe now in New York, has 
a three-picture deal on with Para- 
mount for shortly after the first of 
the year. 

Dick Rodgers and Lorenz Hart 
are going back to the Coast this 
or next week for Metro. 








Col Chills on Romanoff 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 


Columbia has shelved the idea of 
producing a picture based on Alva 
Johnson's ‘Profile’ in the ‘New 
Yorker,’ which was written around 
‘Prince’ Mike Romanoff. 

After a week’s work on the yarn, 
studio decided it was too thin for 
picture material. ‘Red’ Dolan, 
working on the adaptation, was 
then assigned to write an original 
based on the title, ‘Lady of the 
Bar,’ with a femme lawyer as the 
central character. 





Dietz Stays 


Metro will continue using How- 
ard Dietz on its pre 3s end. Dietz 
meantime will write a show or two 
he has in mind, from report. 

Dietz is said to have an under- 
standing with the Metro people 
about his publicity work and side 
line, 





Dureau in N. O. 


Gaston Dureau left New York 
Thursday (8) for New Orleans, to 
head film buying for the Saenger 
chain under E. V. Richards. 

When Saenger was acquired by 
Publix, the chain brought Dureau 
into New York as film  buyer- 
booker. 





OUTRIGHT BUYS 





OF PHOT PHONE, 


RCA Electric Bust Up Wire 
Market by Sudden Move 
—No More Service Charge 
If Buying Equipment for 
Cash 





a 


GREAT CHANGE 





Conceded as concretely smashing 
the major electric’s hold on the 
film industry, the move made Mon- 
day (12) by RCA Photophone in 
selling its equipment outright, ad- 
mitted partly inspired by anticipa- 
tion of pending federal decisions on 
the electric license set-up, is seen 
within the industry as disastrous 
to Western Electric unless it puts 
into effect immediately a similarly 
revised policy. 

Already Photophone, on the li- 
censeless cash-and-carry deal, is 
negotiating with all of the major 


circuits which now have W. E. ap- 
paratus. RCA executives said Mon- 
day that Feiber & Shea has agreed 
to fully equip its circuit of 25 
houses with Photophone. RCA is 
expectant that initially there short- 
ly will be 100 equipment replace- 
ments in the Publix circuit. It is 
reported RCA now has or is about 
to receive 25 separate orders from 
Publix houses, for replacements. 

Photophone’s stand ends the elec- 
tric’s day in the industry when 
service charges exceed the total 
cost of an equipment, and when, 
after that, the exhibitor had to 
make the deal all over again by re- 
newal of license. 

More Than Doubled 

As an example, equipment that 
cost $10,000 represented actually 
$20,400 at the end of the license. 
In other words service charges of 
$10,400, at the W. E. rate of ap- 
proximately $20 per week, were in 
excess of the license term cost of 
the equipment, itself. 

Photophone, it is admitted, has 
been influenced by the proceedings 
in Wilmington by Warners, Douvac 
and General Talking Pictures which 
attack the entire contractual set- 

(Continued on pabe 53) 
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‘Publix Publicity Men Shifted 


Around Widely 


CHIEF USHERS DOUBLING 


Become Asst. Mgrs. in Some RKO 
Mid-West Houses 











Cincinnati, Dec. 12. 
As an economy measure until 
conditions brighten, the midwest 


division of RKO is dropping assist- 
ant managers in the smaller and 
straight film spots around Cleve- 
land and other Ohio sectors. Chiefs 
of service will double. 

The Albee, locally, and the Palace. 
Cleveland, will not be affected. 

This move is said to have been 
recommended with the approval of 
Nat Holt, RKO division manager, 
while the latter was in New York 
recently, where he discussed his di- 
visional problems with the h.o. 


DUALS TRIM 6 SHORTS 
FROM U’S SCHEDULE 


Dec. 12. 





Universal City, 
Shrinking market for shorts 
caused by double billing, has in- 
duced Universal to cut six shorts 





off its schedule of 26. Studio is 
calling for the minimum permitted 


in its contract with Warren Doane, 
who is producing U’s two-reelers. 

Two of the shorts were knocked 
off several months ago, and the 
other four last week. Reduction of 
the program will have Doane’s as- 
signment complete by February 
with only four remaining to be 
done. Short department will prob- 
ably be laid off when the program 
is finished. 

Of the four one will be with 
Vince Barnett and two with James 
Gleason. Doane stays on the U lot, 
as he is supervising ‘Salt Air,’ a 
feature, and will become a regular 
U associate producer. 





SENNETT’S MUSiC SHORT 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 

Two reel comedy composed chief- 
ly of songs and musical sequences 
is being prepared by Mack Sennett. 

Edward Ward, Bernard Gross- 
man and Desider Josef Vecsei are 
writing the songs and background 
music. 








Maurice Goodman's Wife Sues Par 





Co-Plaintiff with Sumal Corp. — 


Husband 


Theatrical Attorney 





Third suit of its kind against 
Paramount brought by bondholders 
in an effort to set aside the hypothe- 
cation of film negatives in obtain- 
ing last spring’s $13,000,000 loan, 
has been instituted by the Sumal 
Operating Corp. and Adele F. Good- 
man, Latter is Mrs. Maurice Good- 
man, wife of the lawyer, former 
general counsel for RKO and Keith's 
and more recently chairman of the 
finance committee in Columbia Pic- 
tures. 

Paramount having made answer to 
this latest suit, argument on a motion 
was scheduled yesterday (12) be- 
fore Judge Levy to strike out cer- 
tain statements of Par in its answer. 

Sumal Operating and Mrs. Good- 
man hold around $10,000 in Para- 
mount bonds. As in a previous ac- 
tion by another bondholder, they 
seek to restrain Par from further 
carrying out arrangements made on 
getting the, comparatively recent 
$13,000,000 loan, Saul E, Rogers is 
the attorney. 

The other suit, after some prelim- 
inary hearings, was suddenly drop- 
ped without official explanation. 

Decision for Par 

A week ago Justice Wasservogeli, 

Supreme Court, rendered a decision 





in favor of Paramount in the sec- 


ond action, that of the Relmar 
Holding Co. which asked for a re- 
ceiver for Film Production Corp, 
Par subsidiary, and an injunction 
restraining payments to bank credi- 
tors under the agreement. 

Film Production Corp. was formed 
by Paramount as a holding com- 
pany for film negatives which be- 
came security for the $13,000,000 
loan, needed at the time to pay pre- 
existing bank loans and for current 
requirements. 

In the Relmar case, plaintiff is 
the holder of bonds issued under a 
trust indenture to the Chase Na- 
tional Bank, as trustee. Plaintiff in 
this action did not claim that a de- 
fault has occurred with respect to 
any payment to plaintiff. Under 
the indenture, such a suit can be 
brought by an individual bondholder 
only after the trustee has declined 
such action after pressed to do by 
owners of one-fourth of the. bonds. 

Justice Wasservogel held that: 





‘From the facts submitted it does 
not appear the covenant in the in- 
denture here involved against creat- 
ing a mortgage or a lien upon as- | 
sets directly owned by the Para- | 
mount company breached by | 
the agreement entered into between 
the Paramount company, the banks 
and the Film Producti 


was 


mn Corp.’ ; v 


in Boston District 


———____.. 


Boston, Dec. 12. 

The new Publix administration 
here has just fired the seconcé 
broadside. First it was theatre 
changes; now it is man-power. 
Publicity and exploitation depart- 
ments are the most radically af- 
fected. 

Harry Browning, appointed New 
England director of all publicity and 
exploitation 2% years ago, is shorn 


of much of his power. He was boss 
of all the p. a.’s: now each functions 
independently. The old set-up of 


group handling of all Publix big 


house ads, with John MeCcviile at 
the head, gets a body blow. Af{cCon- 
Ville is transferred to be P. A. for 
the Scollay, and there are other 
changes all along the line. 

Floyd Bell, formerly with Ring- 
lings, loses most of his staff, retain- 


ing only Angeline Maney, one of the 


most efficient women in the busi- 
ness. He not only takes on the 
whole Met job, but is given the Me- 


Bell loses his large 
office in the executive suite; this 
goes to Hy Fine, who moves f)'om 
60 Scollay Sq., where he was gen- 
eral music director for all Publix 
houses, to the Met building, where 
he becomes stage expert for the Met 


Conville work. 


itself. Bell goes into McConville’s 
smaller and less pretentious ‘cublhy 
hole.’ 


Lose Jobs 


Chet Solomont and Anthony 4n- 
tonucci, the artists for the McCon- 
ville scheme of things, are out of 
jobs. Others out are Marty Glazier 
end Louie Krasnow, from the Harry 
3rown publicity staff, handling 
Paramount, Uptown, Fenway. Mod- 
ern and Olympia theatres. Brown 
being left to do this alone. 


Four ushers were fired at the 
Paramount, and 10 at the Met. 

Jack Saef, of Met, is sent to 
Worcester to handle publicity for 


the Capitol there. William E. (Bill) 
Badgett, of the Scollay, goes to the 
Fenway as assistant to Manager 
Jerome Harrison in executive 
capacity; Louie Newman is trans- 
ferred from manager of Central Sq., 
Cambridge, to Allston theatre; John 
Carroll, district manager, is made 
manager of the Central Sq. A num- 
ber of minor changes are made in 
the executive personnel. Among 
them is George Moffet, changed from 
aide to Al Fowler at the Uptown to 
become assistant to Maurice Cork- 
ery at the Capitol. 

Publicity men from now on must 
work with managers; formerly, they 
worked under Browning. 

Price- slashing is announced for 
the Met and the Paramount. At the 
Met they’re putting more into stage 
and screen; and the Paramount is 
now offering a double first-run film 
bill, 


IST CHOICE CO. WITH 
OLD 1ST NAT'L MEMBERS 


First Choice Pictures, newly pro- 
moted film production company of 
J. D. Williams, is reported about 
organized. 

Among the franchise owners who 
will comprise the new group, and 
are said to have given assent to 
joining are besides Williams, Abe 
Blank, Si Fabian, Harry Schwalbe, 
Fred Levy and Sol Lesser. 

The only one of the remaining 
original First National franchise 
owners who is not in the new group, 
and it is said known as such, is 











KE. V. Richards. 
5 Coasters Close 
Hollywood, Dec. 12. 
Five inde theatres in 
southern © i sed over the 
week end: Star and Garter on 
Main street, running burlesque and 
pictures; Victoria, run by George 
Bromley: and University, run by 
Art Chaszen, neighborhood house; 
in Santa Paula, and Watts in 
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WILLIAM POWELL 
“LAWYER MAN" 
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“PARACHUTE JUMPER’” 
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Stock Market 





(Continued from page 7) 


trol, and for the first time the Street 
had a new Situation, Heretofore the 
reverse has happened. When prices 
refused to respond favorably to good 
news, that condition has almost in- 
variably been the forerunner of a 
sinking spell. Last week prices de- 
clined to give way in the face of bad 
news, and the reverse seemed to 
eventuate. 

The answer, of course, is te be 
found in a weak short position, 
which has gradually become over- 
crowded without side bear dabblers, 
while a closely controlled market in 
constructive hands has carefully 
nursed along the bear party, forcing 
minor covering to sustain higher 
levels while at the same time ma- 
neuvering to coax in new short 
commitments at improved prices. 

The technique appears to be to 
develop this situation for the next 
few weeks, in order to bridge the 
time remaining before the end of the 
year, when improved sentiment may 
be encouraged to do some buying 
for a spring upturn. If these tac- 
tics succeed, the picture will show 
that the trend upward began in De- 
cember as an after-effect of the 
national election, and that aspect 
may be capitalized in carrying the 
rise farther along as the new ad- 
ministration takes charge in Wash- 
ington. Otherwise it would be re- 
garded as just another seasonal 
run-up, probably destined to col- 
lapse in May or June, as have the 
New Year markets of the last two 
years, 

Meanwhile the bull faction is 
making the most of the Congress’ 
efforts to enact a legalized beer bill 
as holding out some promise of 
opening that source of revenue and 
thus making progress toward bal- 
ancing the national books. It isn’t 
much to work on for bullish propa- 
danda, but the Street is using it for 
all it’s worth, in the absence of any 
really constructive news from gen- 
eral business about employment im- 
provement and new industrial ac- 
tivity. 

Picture Shares Sluggish 

Amusement shares played minor 
roles in the rally of last week, part- 
ly because they had but small short 
interest to work against and partly 
because the sub rosa news from the 
trade was not very favorable. The 
vague suspicion of the early fall 
that public response to the new 
theatre season was listless has 
grown to something like conviction 
among the trading fraternity, and 
the outlook now is that the theatre's 
best four months will pass without 
showing anything like a normal in- 
crease of box-office takings. Which 
opens a vista of a dull spring and 
then a summer of apathy before a 
new season comes around to bring 
hope of a revival. 

That being the case, the prospects 
of a winter movement among the 
picture stocks fades somewhat into 
the remote distance. If there is to 
be a spring recovery in the general 
market, the prospect is that the 
amusements will participate only 
moderately, 

If the film stocks had not been so 
thoroughly deflated there would be 
a chance of catching a heavy short 
interest in the group and running 
prices up against it, but the big 
operators are standing off from the 
short side just now, and particular- 
ly from the picture stocks. Momen- 
tous as are the problems facing the 
industry as the new year ap- 
proaches, the shares of the leading 
companies are selling at prices that 
pretty thoroughly discount’ the 
worst that cam happen. If one sells 
Paramount short at 2, for instance, 





chances of a profit are limited by 
arithmetic. There isn’t much incen- 
tive to deal in such issues either 
way, except for purposes of regis- 
tering tax losses. Paramount, by 
the way, was the only amusement 
stock that showed any activity dur- 
ing the week, the turnover here be- 
ing close to 100,000 shares for a 
fractional gain. 

Only two stocks in the amusement 
group showed any vitality—Loew’'s 
common and Eastman Kodak, the 
former ending the week up a little 
more than 2 and the latter showing 
an advance of 615. Volume in 
neither was large enough to mean 
anything important, except that in 
the case of Kodak there was evi- 
dence that the shorts were being 
punished as they were last summer 
in the run-up from around 40 to 
better than 66. Marking up a stock 
like Eastman doesn’t mean much 
under the circumstances. During 


the Sept.-October recovery the di- | 


rectors cut the Eastman dividend 
from 5 to 3 without seriously dis- 
turbing the advance. 


Loew's Amortization 


Loew got a lot more advertising 
on its new system of film amortiza- 
tion during the week. One statisti- 
cian seized upon the Loew income 
statement for 1932 and advanced the 
argument that the 1933 net showed 
no prospect of exceeding the 1932 
figure of $4.80 net per share, which 
under the new system of more rapid 
amortization of negative cost, would 
be cut by $2,500,000, leaving only 
$2.33 a share for the current fiscal 
year to Aug. 31. 1933. The argument 
doesn’t hold, because the more rapid 
rate of charge-off will apply only to 
the first quarter, or to the first half- 
year at most, leaving the other half- 
year unchanged, or subjected to 
lighter amortization charge-offs. 

The element against Loew’s for 
the current year, as the trade sees 
it, is not a bookkeeping system of 
making a statement, but the diffi- 
culty of maintaining its standard of 
product without sacrificing quality. 
The industry yields the palm to 
Loew's for holding to quality pic- 
tures during the hard time, but fig- 
ures that that practice has put the 
company in a trying position of pro- 
tecting its hard-bought prestige and 
at the same time effecting studio 
economies. 

News was meagre during the 
week and of no great significance. 
Paramount made formal denial of 
any purpose to enter into a combi- 
nation with any other trade organi- 
zation, disposing of the perennial 
rumors about a Warner Bros. mer- 
ger, originating this time on the 
Coast. 

General Electric made known its 
intent to distribute practically all 
its RCA stock to its own stockhold- 
ers in the ratio of one share of RCA 
for each 6 shares of G. E. held. This 
represents at Saturday’s close a dis- 
tribution of about 92 cents a share 
to Gen. Electric stockholders, al- 
though, of course, that is entirely a 
hypothetical matter, since for his 
92 cents a share the G. E. stock- 
holder loses his proportionate equity 
in the whole G. E. holding of RCA 
upon which Gen. Electric never 
placed any definite valuation. West- 
inghouse, under similar obligaton to 
divest itself of RCA interest under 
the Wilmington consent decree, has 
not yet made known its plan. 

United Artists Theatre Circuit 
published income report for the fis- 
cal year to Aug. 31 last, showing a 
deficit of $194,714. 

National Screen cut its dividend 
in half, declaring 25 cents instead of 


CHAIN’S INJUNCTION 


Granted in Milwaukee Against in- 
dependent Operators’ Union 








Milwaukee, Dec. 12 
Judge E. B. Belden on Friday (9) | 
granted Warner Brothers Theatre 
Corporation and the Madcine The- 
atre Corporation, Racine, temporary 
injunctions against the Independent 
Motion Picture Operators’ union, | 
local No. 118, from picketing their | 
theatres or in any way interfering | 
with contracts the corporations 
have with local 460, affili ted with 
the American Federation of Labor. 
A hearing will be held Dec. 15 when 
arguments for the permanency of 
the injunction will be heard. 
Downtown Racine houses have 
been employing the regular union 
while those on the outskirts have 
independents on the job. 


Incorporations | 


Texas 
Galveston, Dec. 12. 
Standard Amusement Co., Inc., Beau- 
mont; manufacture and sale of amuse- 
ment devices; capital, $3,000. Incorpo- 
rators: EK D. Clem, W,. K. Miller, Joseph 
Tonahill, 








California 
Sacramento, Dec. 12. 

T. P. BR. Corporation. Capital stock, 
$15,000, none subscribed. Charlies R. 
Rogers, Harry Joe Brown, F. B. Morrell. 

American Greyhound Owners’ Associa- 
fon. No capital stock. V. G, Giddings, 
Cc. B. Drasin, B. M. y. 

Seuthern California Greyhound Breed- 
ers’ Association. No capital stock. 
Courney Lacey, Hellen Miller, Robert P. 
Dockeray. 


Eve Preer Memorial ion. No 
oun inece Clarence Muse, Hugh L. 
MacBeth, A. Johnson. 

No 


Boulder Dam World's Fair, Inc. 
capital stock. James H, Gahan, Oliver 
E. Burns, W. A. Jackson, Lorne Con- 
nelly, W. C. Mann. 

Tice Amusement Corporation, 
stock, $10,000, $400 subscribed. 
H. Cohen, — A. Sobelman, 
Brady, R. Zuckerman. 

Certified copy of Fresno Theatres, Inc., 
San Francisco. 

Certified copy of Berkely Theatres, Inc., 


San Francisco. 
otf Sacrameate Hippo- 


Certified copy ) 
drome re, Inc., San Francisco, and 


Capital 
Robert 
M. 


Exhibs Fighting One Another 
Bitterly Through Organizations, 
Apparently for Personal Power 





Any Day—Anywhere 


Los Angeles, Dec. 12. 
Any day in the F-WC pub- 
adv offices. 
Troy Orr: ‘Glad you boys are 


all here. Your tomorrow's 
bookings have been set. State 
gets— 


' Mel Riddle (on the ’phone): I 
know, but the State ad should 
have been on top of the U.A,, 
and furthermore — 

Mel Murphy (just coming) 
through the door): What about 


my new policy trailer? I've 
got to— 

Pat Patterson: Yeah, it’s 
coming. Say. Bob, did you 
ever— 


Berny: Sure, but if you'll use 
a line rule you'll see that its 
three lines short. And another 


thing— 

Bob Smith: What a gag. And 
with the shows back we'll 
gross— 


Bob Collier: All right boys, 
let’s discuss this new setup. 

And so on throughout the 
day. 


F-WC Attacks Holiday 
Doldrums by 3-Weekly 
Changes and Giveaways 


Los Angeles, Dec. 12. 
In an effort to take the dent out 
of holiday grosses, during the two 














amendment thereto. : 
Certified copy of Progress Theatre Co., 
Inc., San Francisco, an@ amendiment 
thereto. 
Certified copy of Campus Theatre, Inc., 
San Francisco, and amendment thereto. 
Twentieth and Mission Theatre (Co., 
San Francisco and amendment thereto. 
Permits to sell stock issued to: 
Pictures Corporation, Ltd. M. p. 
production, To issue 4,010 of 10,000 au- 


thorized no par shares. 
Corporation. To 
ture musical instruments, To 
1,500, no par, shares. 
Serial Producing Corporation. M. p. 
production. To issue 10 of 2,500 autbor- 
ized $10 par, shares. 


~ Judgments 


J. Walter Thompson Co.; Martin Ull- 
man Studios, Inc.; $2,194. 


manufac- 
issue all 








Bernstein Music Co.; $76 


Aleo Theatre Co.; First Division Ex- 
changes, Inc.; $81. 

Madge Hart; Max Hart, Inc, costs; 
$124, 

Max and Adele Haré; Madge Hart, 
costs; $155. 


Herbert H. Vanioam; Century Play 


Co.; $13,854. 


Orchestra Musie Supply Oc.; Shapiro, | 


weeks preceding Christmas, Fox- 
West Coast is installing a three- 
weekly change policy in twice- 
weekly nabe and suburban houses. 

Drastic temporary policy will also 
give play dates to the circuit’s ac- 
cumulated. product, using six in- 
stead of the usual four in each of 
the houses affected, and will offer 
an opportunity for wholesale auto- 
mobile giveaways. 

Through the change there will be 
| oe three-day runs of double bills 
|}and a one-day dual program when 





ithe cars will be distributed. One 
auto has been allotted each of the 
' two weeks to three houses. 


Nat’l Date for ‘Kid’ 
| General release of ‘Kid From 
Spain’ will be either Jan. 11 or 12. 
Goldwyn has set national release 
| of ‘Cynara’ ahead of ‘Kid,’ for Dec. 
| 28, when it goes into Rivoli, New 
| York. 














50 cents on the common, 
Jan. 1 to stock of record Dec. 20. 


Summary for week ending Saturday, Dec. 10: 
STOCK EXCHANGE 
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Baltimore, Dec. 12. 





Exhibs of Balto Asked to Stop 
Dual Bills, Price Cuts and 2-for-I 
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ONE-DAY STRIKE 


Paramount, Seattle, Lost Musi- 
cians and Show for 24 Hours 





Seattle, Dec. 12.. 
Paramount went straight pictures 
for one day due to walkout of the 
musicians Wednesday (7). Fan- 
|chon & Marco stage unit, ‘Mystery,’ 
had to lay off, with the management 
going straight films and cutting the 
admission from 65c to 25c. Tem- 
|; porary truce was made next day, 





with the show and scale return- 
ing. 
| House had been going heavily 


into the red. It insisted on cutting 
; the band from 30 to 15 men, with 
the musikers balking. 

Theatre will attempt to keep stage 
|; shows in with a minimized band and 
}eut admish prices to 55c 


Indies Sell Cut Scrip 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 


| 


Southern California 
| theatre owners are selling $5 scrip 
| books for $4.25 and $2.50 books for 


9) OF, 
o.a0. 


Sale is made through the L. A 
County Employees Association, who 
getting 10% with 


entire year in all indie hou 


are scrip 


pave 


+ — 


independent | 


Attacks, counter-attacks and re- 
eriminations are precipitating an 
old-fashioned war among exhibitor 
organizations. No sooner is an 
order issued by the MPTOA to its 
ranks, following Allied’s repudia- 
tion of the industry's platform and 
the MPTOA’s severance of all re- 
lations with Allied, than the Myers- 
Steffes-Richey organization inter- 
prets that order to its own slant. 
Signatures on the line of six ma- 
jor companies, auth ~izing uniform 
contractual relations and arbitra- 
tion with exhibitors, are being used 
by the Lightman organization to 
prove to his flock that the industry 
has adopted the new platform. The 
companies which have accepted go- 
ing on record in writing the past 
week, are: Metro, Educational- 
World Wide, Paramount, Universal, 
RKO, Fox, several weeks ago, was 
the first company to provide its sig- 
nature, 
Capitalizing Lightman 

The declaration of Lightman that 
he would defeat gestures for Fed- 
eral regulation on Allied leaders’ 
part by having his membership, in- 
dividually, inform their congress- 
men that the industry doesn’t want 
to be Federalized, was quickly cap- 
italized by Allied. H. M. Richey 
mimeographed to his clientele: 

‘Let Lightman chase the rain- 
bows—for him there may be the 
pot of gold at the end! For you 
to delay means destruction, You 
either are going to work your head 
off for Federal help today or get 


nothing. You give your congress- 
man the fact now. What has Mr. 
Lightman delivered that would 


justify you saying to them: ‘We 

don't need help. Our problems are 

solved. Everything is okay,’ when 

he and you know that isn’t true?’ 
Slugging Allied 

The MPTOA at the same time is 
sending to all of its directors a pro- 
nouncement in which, under the 
heading ‘What Allied Are Noted 
For,’ it states: 

‘Allied, the record shows, while 
changing their position occasion- 
ally, through its nationally known 
‘leaders’ have: 

‘(1) Been’ originally organized 
against the established associations 
of theatre owners and have re- 
peatedly attempted to establish and 
promote rival organizations to un- 
dermine established local associa- 
tions of theatre owners, whether 
affiliated with the MPTOA or un- 
attached. 

‘(2) Consistently supported the 
Brookhart-Myers bills for placing 
the industry under the direction of 
the Federal Trade Commission and 
other political control. 

‘(3) Opposed, rather than tried 
to improve, the uniform contract, 
arbitration and the local uniform 
zoning plans to limit protection 
within bounds that could be agreed 
upon as fair and reasonable, until 
such attempts at self-regulation 
within the industry were finally de- 
stroyed. 

‘(4) Failed or refused to lend 
their support to movements to re- 
store these advantages to indepen- 
dent theatre owners undertaken 
by other exhibitor organizations 
throughout the country, until the 
recent joint effort initiated by the 
MPTOA. 

‘(5) Lost the confidence, respect 
and good will of all other branches 
of the industry.’ 


Orph, Frisco, Lights Up 


San Francisco, Dec. 12. 
RKO again reopens the Orpheum 
when the film ‘Passion Play’ comes 
in Thursday (15) for a run. 
Theatre has been lighted 
darkened intermittently for 
several years. 








and 
past 








| U.A., Pan New Policy 


Los Angeles, Dec. 12 
| 

New policy at the United Artists, 
| brought about by return of the 
Fanchon & Marco stage shows cur- 
rently to Loew's State, is first run 

st} ] sound 25c and 335ec. 
Pa mntinues the stage at- 
ractions. at ®5e and 406c, but gets 
1 i of pictures under new 
{up feud oft second choice of 

} St i that the U. A. has. 
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“THE HALF NAKED 


Exposing, for the first time on 
the screen, the startling methods 
of a high pressure press agent 
in a million-laugh-power show! 










Sweetheart, the earth's axis is 
greased with banana oil. Wita 
ma your figure and my brain... 


‘Master of applesauce, ballyhoo 
ond bunk, he put this side-show 
dancer on Broadway overnight | 
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With LUPE VELEZ and LEE T 


ee 


“AHIGH-SPEED 
CARNIVAL OF 
- LAUGHS”. 


—Hollywogd Herald: 


“So fast, so funny, that it 


Yo MA-Sabeweltlel(-Vala-Re [ory ore 

ing for breath. It won’t & 

need much selling. It ites 

sells itself.’’ | 
—Hollywood Reporter 
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EUGENE PALLETTE 
FRANK, MORGAN 


‘Direction ond Dialog by 
GREGORY. LA CAVA 


An a Picture 
Of course! 


ene 


Suggested by the book, “Phantom 
Fame, by David Freedman. David 
O. Selznick, executive producer 
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COMERFORD'S TURNED BAC 
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Morres Steps in on Publix De Luxers; ‘PUBLIX IW IN 50-50 
Adv. Dept. and Other Realionments 


+ 


Operating supervision of Publix 
at the home cGfftice breaks down fur- 
ther on the resignations of Milt Feld 
and Dave Chatkin, with Sam Dem- 
bow. Jr., virtually in direct charge. 
New steup turns over Feld’'s stage 
show work to Borros Morros, who 
also will be the theatre operator of 
New York group, 
York and 
Rialto, New 
Paramount, 


the Greater in- 


cluding New 


Paramounts, 
Criterion and 
ton, S. IL. 

Morros wiil serve in an advisory 
eontact capacity on all out-of-town 
Publix deluxers. 

The setup of operation as its been 
under Feld will remain substantially 
the same except that L. E. Schneid- 
er, recently appointed an assistant 
to Feld, may be given direct super- 
vision of certain houses. Schneider 
was formerly division manager of 
the southeast, more lately a closed- 
house doctor. 

All Mayer Advertising 

The Feld advertising setup will 
tie in directly under Arthur Mayer 
and Jack Hess in future, including 
John Smith, who has been Feld’s 
contact man on his entire division, 
as well as the Metropolitan depart- 
ment. Up to the time of his resign- 
nation, Feld had personally super- 
vised advertising in his own the- 
atres. 

Louis Notarius, Feld’s film buyer, 
will continue to book the deluxers 
from the home office. In New York, 
Gus Eyssell remains city manager, 
with operating powers undez Morros 
increased. 


Brooklyn 
York; 
Staple- 


Didn't Wait 

The new Publix machinery at the 
home office was put into effect with- 
out delay Wednesday (7), within 48 
hours of the Feld-Chatkin resigna- 
tions. Both Feld and Chatkin, in 
their resignations, had indicated 
Jan, 2 as date on which they would 
become effective. No contract mat- 
ter coming up with either. 

Presumption in Publix inner coun- 
cils is that the new operating setup 
will give to house managers more 
authority than they have had in the 
past. This will be particularly true 
of the deluxe operations, it is hinted. 

Immediately after placing into ef- 
fect changes in Publix jurisdiction 
at the h. 0., Sam Dembow, Jr., called 
in the New Yerk operating and ad- 
vertising boys to assure them they 
had nothing to worry about as a re- 
sult of the Feld-Chatkin resigna- 
tions. 


Frisco Warner for F-WC 


San Francisco, Dec. 12. 

Fox-West Coast’s on again-off 
again deal for the local Warner the- 
atre finally went through with F- 
WC taking the house Friday, along 
with half the WB product. 

- Fox, for a time at least, will con- 
tinue Warners on its present first 





run policy, retaintng the current 
staff, including WHarry Franklin, 
manager, 





Miles Coneannon Let Out 
After 14 Years with B&K 


Chicago, Dec. 12. 

Miles Concannon with Balaban 
and Katz since 1918 was let out last 
week ithout notice or reason. He 
has becn managing the United Art- 
ists theatre. 

Holden Swigart was transferred 
from the Tivoli, about to go 
Straight pictures, to the Indiana, In- 
dianapolis. Charles Cottle moved 
from the Regal to the Tivoli. 





Bradley in L.A., Allan Leaves 
Los Angeles, Dec. 12. 
J. V. Allan, Warners’ assistant 
fen. sales megr., left fir New York 
after spending several days at the 
local office, with a stopover in Salt 
ake scheduled. 
H. Bradley, auditor from the WB- 
FN New York offices, is here check- 
ing over the exc hange. 





Kiddin’ Bud 





Los Angeles, Dec. 12. 
While in Seattle a year ago 
Bud Lollier of Fox West Coast, 
was initiated into the mys- 
tries of Room 1411, where one 


film row exec returning from 
Seattle has brought Lollier a 
joker as a reminder. Climax 
was reached the. other day 
when a special delivery pack- 
age revealed a full deck of the 
jokers. Lollier is convinced 
it’s the work of Mike Lewis 
and is laying plans for re- 
venge. 














HARRY BALABAN NOT 
LEASING ANY MORE 


Dec, 12. 





Chicago, 

Reports that Harry’ Balaban 
would take over the Sheridan and 
Terminal, last of twe houses of the 
former local Fox chain, seem not 
to be true. Right now particularly 


obody’s doing any taking over of 


theatres. Houses are under bond- 
holders’ committee supervision at 
present. 

Former Fox houses now passed to 
other operation include the Mary- 
land which Harry Balaban took, 
Crown which went to Essaness and 
Midwest to Schoenstadt. Sheridan 
and Terminal are large neighbor- 
hoods of semi-deluxe rating when 
first built six years ago. 

Harry Balaban now _ controls 
about 14 theatres, Windsor, Dear- 
born, Commercial, Pickwick, Adams, 
Detroit and others. Locally this 
group has been considered the Bala- 
ban boys’ ace in the hole for any 
future contingencies. Ownership, 
or control, is understood to be vest- 
ed in a trust. 


BLUE PENCIL OAKLEY 





LIST, SKOURAS ORDERS 





Los Angeles, Dec. 12. 


Fox West Coast house managers 
have been notified by Charles 
Skouras that every effort must be 
made by them to trim inflated pass 
lists, and to keep the courtesy priv- 
ilege on a strictly business basis. 
Reckless and unwarranted distribu- 
tion of free ducats is frowned on, 
and described by the circuit head 
as ruinous to b. o. receipts. 

Skouras’ action is in line with a 
decision arrived at recently . by 
major exhibs in the east to prune 
pass lists to the bone, and to elim- 
inate them wherever it is possible. 

Particular attention will be paid 
by F-WC managers to trip passes, 
a situation that is said to be away 
out of bounds throughout the cir- 
cuit, largely due to managerial 
privilege. 


Canadian Booth Men 


Dec. 12. 
Government ruling that two booth 
men are not always necessary has 
resulted in here. as 
episode occtirred at a meet 
the Motion Picture 





Toronto, 


sluggings 


ing 





of the attractions is a card 
game featuring three jokers 
wild. Unfamiliar with this 
brand of poker, Lollier was 
driven frantic by the regular- |.! 
ity with which his threes, 
fulls and even flushes and 
straights were beaten. 

Since then every F-WC or 








| uation who have been declaring 


PARTNER HIP 


Leaves Paramount with 
Around 350 Directly Con- 
trolled Houses—Paid $17,- 
500,000 for Comerford 
Circuit—$6,000,000 So 
Far in Cash—Further Pay- 
ments Waived 








GEO. WALSH IN H. O. 





Paramount- Publix is turning back 
the Comerford circuit of theatres 
in Penn. and N. Y. to Mike Comer- 
ford. It’s a 50-50 partnership deal 
between the two with Comerford 
again operating his houses. With 
the re-transfer all payments stop 
on the purchase price by Par to 
Comerford. 

A new company will be formed, 
it is said, and its stock equally di- 


vided between Par and Comerforg.| 


Comerfcrd sold his 70 or so houses 
two years ago to Publix for $17,- 
500,000, Gince then Par has made 
twe~ payments, one of $4,000,000 at 
the time of transfer and another 
since then of $2,000,000. Interest 
charges against Par also stop with 
the new deal. Interest ran to about 
$700,000 annually. 


George Walsh is slated to go into 
the Publix home office, taking over 
the work formerly handled by Mil- 
ton Feld and Dave Chatkin. This 
would make Walsh assistant to Sam 
Dembow, who is the Publix theatre 
operator under Leo Spitz. Walsh 
has been Publix divisional director 
in charge of the Comerford string. 


Par’s Own Holdings 

With the Comerford houses in a 
partnership and away from Publix 
operation, similar to the recent 
Publix partnership deals south, 
Paramount has left under its direct 
operating control around 350 the- 
atres. These are in New England 
(excepting Goldstein’s), Colorado 
and Utah, the Reade houses, Texas 
and the deluxers, with the Canadian 
group also under a Publix director. 

Other Par theatres in Illinois and 
Indiana are operated out of Chicago, 
along with the Balaban & Katz 
theatres of Chicago and Detroit. 

Notice has been issued by Par to 
Walter Reade that his New Jersey 
houses will be turned back to him 
by June 1, next, as per thetr agree- 
ment. 

No other theatre deal of impor- 
tance is reported pending by Par at 
this time. 








A Full Night 





Santa Monica, Cal., Dec. 12. 

Believed to establish a new 
record for a single admission 
was chalked up by the F-WC 


Criterion here the other 
night. Program started = at 
6:45 and concluded at 11:35, 


and consisted of: 
‘Smilin Through,’ 96 mins. 
‘A Nous La Liberte,’ 93 
mins. 
Studio preview, 
Woman,’ 72 mins. 
Comedy. 
News. 
Duo-organ solos. 
B. o. tariff at house is 40c. 


LOCALIZING SUPERS AND 
-P-0’S FOR CHI NABES 


Chicago, Dec. 12. 

Balaban and Katz is decentraliz- 
ing its operation within the city of 
Chicago. District managers will 
make their headquarters in indi- 
vidual theatres within their respec- 
ive precincts. At the same time the 
publicity department is being scat- 
ered, with only four men remaining 
downtown in the Chicago theatre 
to handle the loop. 

New lineup is not completely 
worked out as to man power and 
spotting, but the broad outlines are 
set. Dave Wallerstein will super- 
vise the south side from an office in 
the Tivoli. Harry Lustgarten will 
supervise the west side from the 
Marbro. Abe Platt will supervise 
the northwestern segment from the 
Congress. This is a promotion for 
Platt, who has been house manag- 
ing the Congress. Dave Balaban 
will probably have the north side 
and headquarter at the Uptown. 

Publicity department under Bill 
Hollander will have Dave Lipton 
and Eddie Levin in the Chicago the- 
atre downtown office to handle the 
loop. Archie Herzoff, handling the 
Tivoli and Uptown as before, will 
remain downtown, and Eddie Solo- 
mon stays for exploitation work. 

Other men being assigned to work 
in the districts they will handle in- 
clude Jim Lunsell at Marbro, Berton 
Offstie at Harding, Eugene Murphy 
at Tower, and Eddie Sequin to be 
assigned to the north side. Sequin 
comes over to B&K from RKO, 
where he has been John Joseph’s 
right-hand man. 

About 40 persons, mostly assistant 
managers, went off B&K payroll 


‘No Other 

















Saturday. 





Federal Control Means Dough 





Allied’s Blank Checks Ready for Any One 
Who Wants to Join the Campaigners 





Exhibitors whe want the indus- 
try controlled by the government 
will have to pay cash even for the 
desire. Allied Exhibitors is all set 
to compete with the unemployment 
fund drive. It has had printed a 
number of blank checks so that all 
the Federal-minded owner has to 
do is to use his pen. 

Those close to the Washington sit- 
that 
no bill has been drawn which would 
be legal in its handling of the pic- 
ture business, have a new angle. 


Operators’ <3 This time it is that the Federal 


Union when an unknown was spied | Government in its effort to econom- 


taking notes and dragged 
credentials by 
caretaker of the 


to present 
Sutherland, 
Temple. 

Spy put up a struggle in which 
he lost hat and coat, but managed 
to elude pursuit. Union still has 
the hat and coat. 


Labor 


up front 
Jack | 





ize is dismantling as many rezgu- 
latory bodies and commissions as 
it can and that there is little chance 
of any more being set up. 

All agitation for federal control 
can do, contact men point out, is 
to keep the industry in the lime- 
light for further taxation. 








CLOSE 8 IN N. W. © 


All in Red for Publix—Maybe Open 
After New Year's 
Minneapolis, Dec. 12. 
In a surprise move, Publix North- 
west theatres is closing eight houses 
in the territory, including five Twin 


City neighborhood theatres. None 
going dark is important and all 
have been operating in the red. 

J. J. Friedl, Publix division man- 
ager, says that the closings are only 
for December and do not presage | 
‘a wholesale closing of theatre 


throughout the division,’ as has bee: 


rumored 





Warner, B’way, Dark 

Warners have changed 

minds about reopening the 
on Broadway. 


+ iv 
LAC 


Warner | 


Hays Turns Out Brief Against 
Federal Control—Chas. O'Reilly 
Denies TOCC for 100% Federalism 





While the Hays office this week 
is taking no chances and is filing 
for the congressional record an ex- 
haustive research of 100 pages on 
governmental activity in business, 
indie exhibitor interest in a Feder- 
alistically controlled industry  be- 
gan to wane. 

Charles OReilly hastened to 
clarify the status of the Theatre 
Owners’ Chamber of Commerce, 
even saying that he would con- 
sider an invitation to call his flock 
together for the purpose of repudi- 
ating any impression that the TaQhc 
as an organization favors out and 
out Federalism, 

On the Jes*slative end O'Reilly 
did fo Sn final record as approving, 
*r for ‘discovering,’ a statute which 
would discourage unfair competi- 
tion and provide exhibitors with a 
precedent for their future dealings 
with the distributors, This O'Reilly 
wanted in no way to be coniused 
with any of the bills for govern- 
ment control now under tentative 
consideration in Washington. 

On Control 

In that part of the Hays memo 
concentrating on the Federal Trade 
Commission the declaration is made 
that that body has no judicial pow- 
ers and that the courts, in such rul- 
ings, therepy cannot be expected to 
sustain Federal control in any form. 

On the evils of Federal Control, 
the Hays brief, authored by Charles 
Pettijohn, after citing the Commis- 
sion investigation which named 
Paramount as chief defendant and 
took eight years and 32,000 pages of 
testimony before completion, de- 
clares: 

‘By the wildest stretch of imagi- 
nation we cannot envisage a studio 
functioning under Federal manage- 
ment and manned with a staff of 
political appointees, or a board of 
directors replaced by a Federal 
board or commission.’ 

Open charge is made that the gov- 
ernment in films would make the 
industry ‘a political racket’ pos- 
sessed of the confusion, mismanage- 
ment and extravagance which char- 
acterizes all governmental business 
enterprises. 








Reasons 

Other points pictured in the brief 
in this respect are: 

‘The executive offices, studios and 
laboratories, will become the happy 
hunting ground of office seekers.’ 

‘Politics will make its entrance on 
the screen and patronage in the 
studio.’ 

‘Every member of Congress will 
be deluged with demands from con- 
stituents that they be put in the 
movies and a Congressman deaf to 
the patronage plea is an unknown 
and unheard of being.’ 

Observation is made in several 
more lengthy paragraphs that keen 
rivalry is mistaken for monopoly; 
that depression has closed theatres; 
that over-production is chiefly re- 
sponsible for the industry's ils; 
that the day of the bonus and ex- 
tra dividends in pictures is over; 
that the Federal Trade Commission, 
with its present powers, the Clay- 
ton Act and the Sherman Law are 
all the protection the industry 
needs, 


Temporary Union Cut 
For 3 Wks Only in Pisbgh 


Dec. 12. 








Pittsburgh, 





Operators in the Pittsburgh area 
have taken a 19% cut in wages for 
| three weeks, starting last Monday 
| (5) and extending to Dec. 25 Re- 
| quest was made by Harry Kalmine, 
|}zone manager for Warners. 
Stagehands and engineers have 
| been asked to take a similar reduc- 
i tion and they're expected to follow 
the operators in accepting the prop- 
osition Operators, whose’ local 
agreement has until next Septem- 
ber to run, took one cut voluntarily 


j Some time ago. 
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__ Tuesday, December 13, — 











Offices: 729 Seventh Ave., 
Artclass New York, N. Y¥ 
They Never Come Back. Comedy drama with pugilistic background. Regis 


mins. Rel. May. 
Time, 63 mins. Rel. June. 


Dorothy Sebastian. Time, 63 
Western. Harry Carey. 


Chesterfield 


Domestic triangle story. Anthony Bushell, wey Blane. 

Time, 67 mins. Rel. Apr. 15. Rev. May 
Comedy drama. Barbara Kent, Joyce Compton, John Harron. 

Dir. Rich. Thorpe. Time, 63 mins. Rel, July 15. Rev. Oct. 4. 
Forbi — Compan Drama of social snobbery. John Darrow, Sally Blane. 

che Dir. Rich. Thorpe. Time, 67 mins. Rel. June 15. Rev. July 12. 
King Murder, The. From the novel. Conway Tearle, Natalie Moorehead, Robt. 
ag Frazer, Dorothy Revier. Dir. Rich. Thorpe. Time, 64 mins. Rel. Sept. 
25. Rev. Nov. 1. 
Midnight Lady, The. | 
John Darrow, Dir. Rich. 
May 12. 

Slightly Married. Comedy drama. 


Toomey, 
Night Rider, The. 


Offices: 1540 Broadway, 
New York, N. Y. 
Escapade. Dir. Rich. 
Thorpe. 


Beauty Parlor. 


Sarah Padden, Claudia Dell, 


Drama of mother love. 
May 15. Rev. 


Thorpe. Time, 67 mins. Rel. 


Evalyn Knapp, Walter Byron, Marie Pre- 

vost. Dir. Richard Thorpe. Time, 65 mins. Rel. Nov. 15. 

Modern society. June Clyde, Allan Vincent, 
Kemp. Dir. Rich. Thorpe. Time, 63 mins. Rel. Aug. 15 

Women Won't Tell. Romantic drama. Sarah Padden, Otis Harlan. Dir. 
Rich. Thorpe. Time, 67 mins. Rel. Dec, 1. 


Studio: Gower at Sunset, ° Offices: 729 Seventh Ave., 
Hollywood, Cal. Columbia New York, N. Y. 


American Madness. Melodrama cf a run on the bank and how it was checked. 
Walter Huston, Pat O’Brien, Kay Johnson, Constance Cummings. Frank 
Capra, dir. Time, 75 mins. Rel. Aug. 15. Rev. Aug. 


Attorney for the Defense. ; ; Edmund Lowe, Con- 
stance Cummings, Seles Brent. Irving Cummings, Dir. Irving Cum- 
mings. Time, 73 mins. Rel. May 21. Rev. May 31. 


Behind the Mask. Action melodrama of the unmasking of a dope ring. Jack 
Holt, Constance Cummings, Boris Karloff. John Francis Dillon, dir. 
Time, 70 mins. Rel. Feb. 25. Rev. May 3. 


Big Timer, The. Romance in the ring. Ben Lyons, Constance Cummings, 
Thelma Todd. Eddie Buzzell, dir. Time, 73 mins. Rel. Mar. 10. 


By Whose Hand. Murder op_a fast express train. 
Dir. Ben Stoloff. Rel. July 6. Rev. Aug. 16. 

Final Edition, The. Comedy drama of newspaper life. 
Clark. Howard Higgins, dir. Time, 67 mins. Rel. 
Mar. 1 

Hello Trouble. 
Lina Basquette. Dir. 
Rev. Oct. 18. 

Hollywood Speaks. Inside story of Hollywood. Genevieve Tobin, Pat O’Brien. 
Eddie Buzzell, dir. Time, ’.. mins. Rel. June 25. Rev. Aug. 16. 

Last Man, The. Drama of outlawry on the high seas. Chas. Bickford, Con- 
stance Cummings. Dir. Howard Higgins. Time, 65 mins. Rel. Aug. 31. 
Rev. Sept. 20. . 

Love Affair. Society story by Ursula Parrott. Dorothy Mackaill, Humphrey 
Bogart. Thornton Freeland, dir. Time, 69 mins. Rel. Mar. 17. Rev. 
Apr. 19. 

McKenna of the Mounted. Canadian policeman drops below the border. Buck 
Jones, Greta Gransted. Dir. Ross Lederman. Time, 67 mins. Rel. Aug. 
26. Rev. Nov. 8 

Murder of the Night Club Lady. See ‘Night Club Lady.’ 

Night Club Lady. Unique murder mystery, done from a novel. 
Menjou, Mayo Methot, Skeets Gallagher, Dir. Irving Cummings. 
66 mins. Rel. Aug. 27. Rev. Aug. 30, 

Night Mayor. Political story based on Jas. J. Walker. Lee Tracy, Evalyn 
Knapp, Eugene Palette. Dir. Ben Stoloff. Time, 65 mins. Rel. Aug. 19. 
tev. Nov. 29. 

No Greater Love. Heart interest story. 
ard Bennett. Beryl Mercer, Hobart Bosworth. 
May 13. Rev. May 17. 

Shopworn. A working girl bests temptations. Barbara Stanwyck, 
Toomey, Zasu Pitts. Dir. Nick. Grinde. Time 73 mins. Rel. 
Rev. Mar. 5. 

That’s My Boy. 
Jordan, Mae Marsh. 
Nov. 22. 

This Sporting Age. 


Thrill of Youth, The. Matty 


Drama of the criminal courts. 


Ben Lyon, Barbara Weeks. 


Pat O’Brien, Mae 
Feb. 12. Rev. 


Buck Jones quits the rangers—but he goes back. Buck Jones, 
Lambert Hillyer. Time, 61 mins. Rel. July 15. 


Adolphe 
Time, 


Dickie Moore, Alexander Carr, Rich- 
Time, 60 mins. Rel. 


Regis 
Mar. 25. 


Football story off the usual lines. 
Dir. R. W. Niel. 


Rich, Cromwell, Dorothy 
Time, 71 mins. Rel. Oct. 6 Rev. 


j Revenge on the polo field. Jack Holt, Eva. -r 
Dir. A. W. Bennison. Time, 71 mins. Rel. Sept. 15. Rev. Occ. 4. 

Two Fisted Law. Tim McCoy clears himself of an express robbery charge. 
McCoy, Alice Day, Tully Marshall. Dir. Ross Lederman. Time, 54 mins. 
Rel. June 8 Rev. Sept. 20. 

Vanity Street. Girl breaks a window to get into jail, but lands in the ‘Fol- 
lies.’ Helen Chandler, “has, Bickford. Dir. Nick Grinde. Time, 67 
mins. Rel. Oct, 15. Rev. Oct. 11. 

Wirtve. A street walker who goes straight. Carole Lombard, Pat O’Brien. 
Dir. Edw. Buzzell. Time, 68 mins. Rel, Oct. 25. Rev. Nov. 1. 

War Correspondent. Chinese war story. Jack Holt, Ralph ie Lila Lee. 
Dir. Paul Sloan. Time, 76 mins. Rel. July 25. Rev. Aug. 

Washington Merry-Go-Round, Political satire. Lee Tracy, erties Cum- 
mings. Dir. Jas. Cruze. Time, 75 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 25. 

White Eagle. Buck Jones as an Indian pony express rider. Jones, Barbara 
Weeks. Dir. Lambert Hillyear. Time, 65 mins. Rel. Oct. 7. Rev. 
eept. 27. 


Knapp. 


First Anglo Corp. O%°* (00, Sreadway, 


Avalanche. Romance of the weather observer on Mt. Blane. Photographed 
in that locale. Dir. Dr. Arnold Fancke. Time, 67 mins. Rel. May 15. 


Boat from Shanghai, The. Chinese mystery play on the high seas. Time, 46 
mins. Rel. Apr. 15. 


Condomnes to Death. Mystery drama from Jack O’Lantern. Dir. Walter 


‘orde. Time, 78 mins. Rel. Sept. 21. Rev. July 19. 
Goona Goona. Love charms on the Island of Bali. Dir. Andree Roosevelt, 
Armand Denis. Rel. Nov. 1. Rev. Sept. 20. 
Hound of the Baskervilles. Sherlock Holmes story of that title. 
Massey. Dir. Jack Raymond. Time, 63 mins. Rel. Apr. 15. 
Missing Rembrandt, The. Last of Conan Doyle’s Sherlock Holmes stories. 
Arthur Wontner, Dir. Leslie Hiscock. Time, 78 mins. Rel. July 20. 
tev. Mar. 29. 
Monte Carlo Madness. 


Raymond 


Monaco romance in musical comedy style. Sari 


ots Dir. Hans Schwartz. Time, 71 mins. Rel. July 1. Rev. 

une 7. 

Ringer, The. Edgar Wallace mystery story. Arthur Milton. Dir. Wallace 
Forde. Time, 60 mins. Rel. June 25. Rev. June 7 

Wild Women of Borneo, Travelogue. Time, 50 mins. Rel. May 28. Rev. 
Apr. 26. 


Studios: 5842 Sunset Bivd., . : Offices: 321 W. 44th St. 
Hollywood, Cal. First National New York, N. YY. 

Alias the Doctor. Medical graduate without diploma risks imprisonment to 
save a life. Rich. Barthelmess. Dir. Michael Curtiz. Time, 62 mins. 
Rel. Mar. 26. Rev. Mar. 8. 

Cabin in the Cotton. A social study of the poor whites. 
Dorothy Jordan, Bette Davis. Dir. Wm. Keighley. 
Oct. 15. Rev. Oct, 4. 

Central Park. Western cowboy hunts bandits in a New York park. Joan 
Blondell, Wallace Ford, Guy Kibbee. Dir. Jonn Adolfi. Time, 55 mins. 
Rel. Dec. 10. 

Crash, The. How one couple reacted to the panic. Ruth Chatterton, Geo. 
Brent. Dir. Wm. Dieterle. Time, 59 mins. Rel. Oct. 8 Rev. Sept. 13. 
Crooner, The. Comedy drama of a radio singer. David Manners, Ann Dvorak. 

Dir. Lloyd Bacon. Time, 68 mins. Rel. Aug. 20. Rev. Aug. 23. 
Dark Horse. Political satire. Warren William. Dir. A. E. Green. 
mins. Rel. July 2. Rev. June 14. 
Doctor X. Mystery thriller in color. Lionel Atwill, Fay Wray, Lee 
Dir. Michael Curtiz. Time, 77 mins. Rel. Aug. 27. Rev. Aug. 9. 
Famous Ferguson Case. Newspaper story. Joan Blondeii. Dir. Lioyd Bacon. 
Time, 74 mins. Rel. May 14. Rev. April 26. 


Rich. Barthelmess, 
Time, 76 mins. Rel. 


Time, 75 


Tracy. 


Fireman, Save My Child. Firehouse and baseball. Joe Brown. Dir. Lloyd 
Baccn. ‘Time, 67 mins. Rel. Feb. 27. Rev. Feb. 23. 
Hatchet Man, The. Tong warfare in the olden days. Ed. G. Robinson. Dir. 


J. Grubb Alexander. Time, 74 mins. Rel. Feb. 6. Rev. Feb. 9. 

it’s Tough to Be Famous. Satire on hero worship. Doug. Fairbanks, Jr. 
Dir. A. E. Green. Time, 70 mins. Rel. Apr. 2. 

Life Begins. Tactfully handled maternity story from a stage play. Loretta 
Young, Eric Linden. Dir. Jas. Flood and Elliott Nugent. Time, 72 
mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Aug. 30. 


+ 


——————————— 





These tabulations are ee 
from information supplied by the 
various production companies and 
checked up as soon as possible after 
release. Listing is given when re- 
lease dates are definitely set. Titles 
are retained for six months. Man- 
agers who receive service subse- 
quent to that period should pre- 
serve a copy of the calendar for 
reference. 

The running time «us given here 

is presumably that of the projection 
room showings and can only approx- 
imate the actual release length in 
those states or communities where 
local or state censorship may result 
in deletions. Running time in the 
reviews as given in ‘Variety’ carry 
the actual time clocked in the the- 
atre after passage by the New York 
state censorship, since pictures are 
reviewed only on actual theatre 
showings. 
While every effort is made to hold 
this list accurate, the information 
supplied may not always be correct, 
even though official. To obtain the 
fullest degree of exactness ‘Variety’ 
will appreciate the co-operation of 
all managers who may note discrep- 
ancies. 





Course In P.A.’ing 





(Continued from page 5) 


inevitable political system it would 
undoubtedly be news and be widely 
reported but it might possibly hurt 
Arliss. 
Amusement publicity, Cowan 
averred, differed from industrial 
publicity in the matter of time. 
Amusements wanted, had to have, 
immediate results. Monday’s story 
or advertising was expected to start 
an inflow to the box office not later 
than Tuesday. Industrial publicity, 
reversely, aims not at the immedi- 
ate present but on the long pull of 
maintaining and extending prestige, 
trade mark, reputation for quality, 
dependability or availability, and to 
prevent or minimize adverse pub- 
licity. 

Controlling News 
Frankly acknowledging that keep- 
ing out stuff was the key to suc- 
cessful industrial press agentry, 
Cowan stated that the crux of 
amusement publicity was getting it 
in. Negative element was much 
less a part of amusement publicity 
than elsewhere although occasion- 
ally a press agent was expected to 
be a magician and control things 
that couldn’t possibly be. He cited 
the Jean Harlow-Paul Bern case 
where the only sensible thing to do 
was obviously to make known all 
the facts and take the brunt of the 
adverse publicity in one wallop 
rather than try to stop the: inevit- 
able and have the story leak out bit 
by bit, and seem magnified 10 times. 
Specific application of theory to 
practice was told by Cowan in a 
variety of conventional, usual, :llus- 
trations of how they do it every 
day in show business. This was 
getting down to cases for the bene- 
fit of the students to whom the 
familiar was naturally the unknown 
As a problem he propounded the 
case of McVickers theatre which 
has booked a composite war pic- 
ture called “The Great Drive’ for 
the week before Christmas. What 
could be done through publicity to 
sell such a picture and at such a 
time? Most of the usual avenues of 
appeal were closed. No names, sex 
appeal or comedy. Just a _ stark 
super-newsreel of the battlefield. 
There was a story, vouched for 
as true, that a gold star mother at- 
tending the picture had seen her 
son killed. Even with name and 
address of the mother a story like 
that couldn’t be cracked. News- 
papers would just refuse to believe 
it. Publicity lay in getting Ameri- 
can Legion, army officers, or on the 
opposite side, pacifists, clergymen, 
social workers interested. If pos- 
sible get a controversy about dis- 
arinament or other war problems 
started through the press. 

Ccommunistic Publicity 

One of the students later inquired 
how effective it would be to stage 
a Communist demonstration in front 
of McVickers. 

Prof. Lasswell’s course runs 10 
weeks during which time students 
learn all that has been reduced to 
textbooks or can be gathered from 
an occasional speaker about the 
subject of publicity. It’s a course 
in how to. become a press agent. 
Probably complete in theory but 
possibly somewhat and necessarily 
vague on the question of where and 
how to get a job after finishing the 
‘course. 





CALENDAR OF CURRENT RELEASES 





Love Is a Racket. Comedy of a columnist. Doug Fairbanks, Jr, Dir. Wm. A, 
Wellman. Time, 72 mins. Rel. June 25. Rev. 

Miss Pinkerton. A sleuth in skirts. Joan Blondell. Dir. Lloyd Bacon, 
66 mins. Rel. July 30. Rev. July 12. 

Rich Are Always With Us. A girl who loved her husband and wanted another 
man. Ruth Chatterton. Dir. A. E. Green. Time, 71 mins. Rel. May 
21. Rev. May 17. 

Strange Love of Molly Louvain. 


Time, 


Drama of misplaced love. Ann Dvorak, 


Lee Tracy. Dir. Michael Curtiz. Time, 74 mins. Rel. May 28. Rev. 
May 10. 
Tenderfoot. Joe Brown in chaps as a theatrical promoter. Dir. Ray Enright, 


Time, 70 mins. Rel. June 18. Rev. May 24. 

They Call it Sin. Kansas girl breaks into N. Y. show life. Loretta Young, 
Geo. Brent, David Manners. Dir. Thornton Freeland. Time, 68 mins, 
Rel. Nov. 5. Rev. Oct. 23. 

Three on a Match. Three schoolgirls have adventures. Joan Blondell, War- 
ren William, Ann Dvorak, Bette Davis, Dir. Mervin Le Roy. Time, €3 
mins. Rel. Oct. 29. Rev. Nov. 

Tiger Shark. Life and tragedy with the tuna_fishers. 
Zita Johan, Rich. Arlen. Dir. Howard Hawks. Rel. 
Sept. 27. 

Two Seconds. Drama of murder for self respect. Edw. G. Robinson. Dir, 
Mervyn Le Roy.Time, 68 mins. Rel. June 4. Rev. May 24. 


Week End Marriage. Comedy drama of wives who work. Loretta Young, 
Norman Foster. Dir. Thornton Freeland. Time, 66 mins. Rel. July 9, 
Rev. June 7. F 


You Said a Mouthful. 
Rogers. Dir. Lloyd Bacon. 


Edw. G. Robinson, 
Sept. 24. Rev. 


Joe Brown swims to Catalina. Joe E. Brown, Ginger 
Time, 70 mins. Rel. Nov. 29. Rev. Nov. 22, 


Studio: Fox Hills, Offices: 850 Tenth Ave., 
Hollywood, Cal. Fox New York, N Y, 


Romantic drama from a stage play, with Charles Farrell, 


After Tomorrow. 
Dir, Frank Borzage. Time, 78 mins. Rel, 


Mina Gombell, Marian Nixon. 
Mar. 13. Rev. Mar. 8. 

Almost Married. Mystery drama of a musician and his bride. 
ming, Ralph Ballamy, Alex. Kirkland. Dir. Wm, Menzies. 
mins. Rel. July 17. Rev. July 26. 

Amateur Daddy. Romantic drama of a bachelor who adopts a family. War- 
ner Baxter, Marian Nixon. Dir. John Blystone, Time, 71 mins. Rel. 
Apr. 10. Rev. 

Bachelor’s Affairs. Comedy of mismated marriage. Adolph Menjou, Marian 
Marsh. Dir. Alfred Werker. Time, 64 mins. Rel. June 26. Rev. June 28, 

Business and Pleasure. Will Rogers as a razor blade king in the Orient, 
With Jetta Goudal. Dir. David Butler, Time, 77 mins. Rel. Mar. 6, 
Rev. Feb. 16. 


Cai! Her Savage. 


Violet Hem- 
Time, 52 


Clara Bow, 


Tiffany Thayer's story of a half breed girl. 
Time, 82 


Monroe Owsley, Gilbert Roland. Dir. John Francis Dillon. 
mins. Rel. Nov. 27. Rev. Nov. 29. 

Careless Lady. An ugly duckling who goes to Paris and changes. 
nett and John Boles. Dir. K. McKenna. Time, 67 mins. Rel. 
Rev. Apr. 19 

Chandu the Magician. 
Lugosi, Irene Ware. 
Rev. Oct. 4. 

Cheaters at Play. Adventure afloat and a jewel robbery. Tom Meighan with 
Charlotte Greenwood for comedy. Dir. Hamilton McFadden. Time, 57 
mins. Rel. Feb. 14. Rev. Mar, 1. 

Devil’s Lottery. What happened to the sweepstakes winners. Elissa Landi, 
stage star; Alex Kirkland, Victor McLaglen. Dir. Sam Taylor. Time, 76 
miss, Rel. Mar. 27. Rev. Apr. 

Disorderly Conduct. The cop and the gang. Comedy drama. Lee Tracy, El 
Brendel, Sally Eilers. Dir. John Considine. Time, 81 mins. Rel. Mar, 
20. Rev. “APT. 12. 

First Year, The. Domestic drama from a_ stage play. 
Farrell. Dir. William K. Howard. Time, .. mins. Rel, July 31. 
Aug. 23. 

Gay Caballero, The. Outdoor drama in the west. 
O’Brien, Conchita sonteneare, Vic. McLagilen, Dir. 
Time, 60 mins. Rel. Feb. 28. Rev. Mar. 29. 

Handle with Care. Comedy. Jas. Dunn, Boots Mallory, El Brendel. Dir, 
David Butler. Rel. Dec. 25. 

Hat Check Girl. Murder and mystery in a nite club. Sally Eilers, Ben Lyon, 
Ginger Rogers. Dir. Sidney Landfield. Time, 63 mins, Rel. Sept. 26, 
Rev. Oct. 11. 

Man About Town. 
Baxter, Karen Morley. 


Joan Ben- 
Apr. 3. 


Dramatized radio broadcast. Edmund Lowe, Bela 
Dir. Marcel Varnel. Time, 72 mins. Rel. Sept. 18. 


Janet Gaynor, Chas, 
Rev. 


From a fiction story. Geo, 
Alfred Werker. 


Drama from a current novel on Washington life. Warner 
Dir. J. F. Dillon. Time, 71 mins, Rel. May 22, 


Rev. 
Me and My Gal. Comedy drama. Joan Bennett, Spencer Tracy. Dir, Raoul 
Walsh, Time, 78 mins, Rel. Dec, 4 


‘The Killer.” Western locale, 
Rel. June 12. Rev, 


From Stewart Edward White’s 


Mystery Ranch. 
Dir. David Howard. Time, 64 mins. 


Geo. O’Brien. 


July 5. 
Palnted Woman. Drama of the East Indies, with Spencer Tracy and Peggy 
Shannon. Dir. John Blystone. Rel. Aug. 14. Rev. Sept. 6. 


Passport to Hell, A. 
Warner Oland, 


Drama of African jungle. Elissa Landi, Alex. Kirkland, 
Dir. Frank Lloyd. Rel. Aug. 7. Rev. Aug. 30 


Rackety Rax. Football satire. Victor McLaglen, Greta Nissen. Dir. Alfred 
Werker. Time, 65 mins. Rel. Oct. 23. Rev. Nov. 8 


Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm. (Mary Pickford’s silent hit.) Marian Nixon, 


Ralph Bellamy. Dir. Al Santell. Time, 81 mins. Rel, July 3. Rev. 
Aug. 2. 

Sherlock Holmes. The Conan Doyle story with a new gangster twist. Clive 
Brook, Miriam Jardan, Ernest Torrence. Dir, . K. Howard. Time, 


68 mins. Rel. Nov. 6 Rev. Nov. 15. 


She Wanted a Millionaire. Romantic drama of a bathing beauty. Joan Ben- 
nett, Lee Tracy, Una Merkel. Dir. John Blystone. Time, 74 mins. Rel. 


Feb. 21. Rev. Feb. 23. 
Silent Witness, The. Lionel Atwill in his stage hit. Mystery story. Greta 
Nissen. Dir. Varnel and Hough. Time, 73 mins. Rel. Feb. 7. Rev. 


Feb. 9. 

Six Hours to Live. Murdered diplomat Is revived to avenge his murder, 

Warner Baxter, Miriam Jordan. Dir. Wm, Dieterle. Time, 78 mins, 

Rel. Oct. 16. Rev. Oct. 285. 

oy Girl. A boxer and a social deb. James Dunn, Peggy Shannon, Lee 
‘racy. Dir. Sid. Lanfield. Time, 74 mins. Rel. May 29. Rev. June 14, 

Tess of the Storm Country. Talk version of an old silent. Janet Gaynor, 

Chas. Farrell. Dir. Al. Santell. Time, 75 mins, Rel. Nov. 20. Rev, 

Nov. 22. 

Too Busy to Work. Talking version of ‘Jubilo.” Will Rogers, Marian Nixon, 
Dir. Jas. Blystone. Time, 76 mins. Rel. Nov. 13. Rev. Dec. 

Trial of Vivienne Ware. Courtroom mystery story. Joan Bennett, Allen Dinee 
— William K. Howard. Time, 56 mins, Rel. May 1. Rev. 
ay 


Week Ends Only. Romance of a gir! entertainer and a young artist. Joan 
Bennett, Ben Lyon. Dir. Alf. Santell. Time, 81 mins. Rel. June 10, 
Rev. July 21, 

While Paris Sleeps. Thrill drama. Victor McLaglen. Dir. Alan Dwan. Time, 
67 mins. Rel. May 8 Rev. July 14. 

Woman in Room 13. Drama of wifely sacrifice. Elissa Landi, Ralph Bellamy, 
Myrna. Loy. Dir. Henry King. Time, 67 mins. Rel. May 15. Rev, 

ay 24. 

Young America. A story of a virile boy who got a bad name. Spencer Tracy, 

Ralph Bellamy, Beryl Mercer, Doris Kenyon. Dir. Frank Borzage. 


Time, 71 mins. Rel. Apr. 17. Rev. May 10. 


4 Office: Param t Bide. 
Freuler Associates New York, NOW 


wightine Gentleman, The. A fighter who goes to the top and back again. 
Vm. Collier, Jr., Josephine Dunn, Pat O'Malley. Dir. Burton King. 
Time. 69 mins. Rel. Oct. 7 Rev. "Nov. 15. 


Forty-Niners. The overland trek in pioneer Saye, 


Tom Tyler. Dir. J. P. 
Mct‘arthy. Rel. Oct, 28. —_ ” 


Gambling Sex, The. Racing story with a society slant. Ruth ae Grant 
Withers. Dir. Fred Newmeyer. Time, 54 mins. Rel. Nov. 21. 

Savage Girl, The. Big game hunters find a white jungle posuae Rochelle 
Hudson, Walter Byron, Harry Myers, Adolph Milar. Dir. Harry L. 


Fraser. Rel. Dec. 5. 


Studios: 4376 Sunset Drive, ° 
Hollyweea ca. Mayfair 


Alias Mary Smith. Events follow a chance meeting. 
Darrow, Gwen Lee, Ray Hatton. 
Rel. July 15. Rev. Aug. 36. 

Dynamite Denny. Railroad drama of how a strike situation was met Jay 
Wilson, Blanche Mehaffey. Dir. Frank Strayer. Time, 62 min Rel, 
May 27. Kev. Sept. 20. 

Gorilla Ship, The. Jealousy on the high seas. 


Offices: 1600 Broadway, 

New York, N. Y, 
Semi-detective. John 
Dir. E. Mason Hopper. Time, #1 mins. 


Ralph Ince, Vera Reynolds. 





Dir. Frank Strayer. Time, 60 mins. Rel. June 11. Rev. Aug. 2. 
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Heart Punch, Murder story with a prize ring angle. Lioyd Hughes, Marion 
Shilling. Dir. Breezy Eason. time, 64 mins. Rel. Oct, 15. 

Her Mad Night. Mother assumes guilt for a daughter's crime. 
Conway Tearle. Dir Mason Hopper. Time, 67 mins. 
Rev. Nov, 2 

Menor of the Press, The. Crook-newspaper story. EF. J. Nugent, me Le 
ee Oakman. Dir. Breczy Eason, Time, 66 mins. Rel. May 

ev 

Love in High Gear. Comedy drama of stolen pearls. Harrison Ford, Alberta 
Vaughn, Ethei Wales. Dir. Frank Strayer. Time, 62 mins. Rel. May 1 

Midnight Morals. Love in the nigh clubs with a rookie cop. De Willi Jen- 


Irene Rich, 
Rel. Oct. 1. 


nings, Chas. Delaney, Alberta — Berly Mercer. Dir. E. Mason 
Hopper. Time, 65 mins, Rel. 

We Living Witness. Novelty crime story. Gilbert Roland, Noah Beery, Bar- 
bara Kent. Dir. E. Mason Hopper. Time, 72 mins. Rel. Sept. 15. Rev. 


Oct. 11. 


an 5 _pegtinice. 
Tang s Hill, Glen Tryon, Vera Reynolds. 


Lloyd Whitlock, 


Mystery in a deserted desert home. 
Time, 59 


Dir. Frank Strayer. 


ae Rel. Sept. 1. Rev. Oct. 25, 
Temptation's Workshop. Society-Wall St. drama. re Darts, | Helen Foster, 
John Ince. Dir. Geo. Seits. Time, 61 mins. June 20. 
Trapped in Tia Juana. Army life on the Mex. border. Edwina Booth, Jpuncas 
Renaldo. Dir. Wallace W. Fox. Time, 65 mins. Rel. Aug. 15. Rev. 


Widow in Scariet, The. Society crook melodrama. Dorothy Revier, Kenneth 


seria’, Glen Tryon. Dir. Geo. Sietz. Time, 61 mins. Kel. July 1. Rev. 

ug 

Studios: Culver City Offices: 1540 Broadway 
Calif. Metro New York, N. ¥. 


Wm. Haines, Madge 


Are You Listening? Drama in the broadcasting studio. 
76 mins. Rel. Mar. 


Evans, Anita Page. Dir. Harry Beaumont. Time, 
26. Rev. 

Arsene Lupin. 
gr Morley. Dir. Jack Conway. 
Mar. 

As You dl Me A girl who loses her identity but finds happiness. Greta 
Garbo, Melvyn Douglas, Erich von Stroheim, Dir. G. Fitzmaurice. Time, 
71 mins. Rel. May 28. Rev. July 7. : 

Beast of the City, The. Gang rule story. Walter Huston, Jean Harlow. Dir. 
Chas. Branin. Time, 90 mins. Rel. Feb. 13. Rev. Mar. 15 

Blondie of the Follies. Self explanatory title. Marion Davies, Robt. Mont- 
gomery, Billy Dove. Dir. E. Goulding. Time, 91 mins. Rel. Aug. 13. 
Rev. Sept. 13. 

But the Flesh Is Weak. Comedy drama of today. Robt. 
J. Conway. Time, 81 mins. Rel. Apr. 9. Rev. Apr. 

Divorce in the Famil Jackie Cooper saves the Pan 2 tide Jackie 
Cooper, Conrad agel, Lewis Stone, Lois Wilson. Dir. Chas. F. Riesner. 
Time, 78 mins. Rel. Aug. 27. Rev. Nov. 1. 


John and Lione! Barrymore, 


Based on the detective stories. 
Rel. Mar. 6. Rev. 


Time, 96 mins. 


Reece Dir. 


Downstairs. Life below stairs in a titled family. John Gilbert, Virginia 
Bruce, Paul Lukas. Dir, Monta Bell. Time, 77 mins. Rel. Aug. 8. 
Rev. Oct. 11. 

Faithless. Rich girl learns the lesson of the depression. Tallulah Bankhead, 
Robt. Montgomery. Dir. Barry Beaumont. Time, 75 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. 
Rev. Nov. 22, 

freaks. Weird story of circus life. Waease Ford, Olga ere Dir. Tod 
Browning. Time, 64 mins. Rel. Feb. 20. Rev. July 1 

Huddle. Football story with some good comedy. en ‘ Novarre, Madge 
Frame, “ine Merkel. Dir. S. Wood. Time, 134 mins. Rel. May 14. Rev. 
une ° 

Kongo. Remake of the silent of the same title. Sorcery in central Atrios. 


Walter Huston, Lupe Velez, Conrad Nagel, eee Bruce, Dir. Wm. 
Cowen. Time, 86 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Nov. 22. 

Letty BS oe yo A girl who killed her past with her suitor. Joan Crawford, 

Nils Asther, Robt. Montgomery. Dir. Chris Brown. Time, 85 mins. 
Rel. May 7. Rev. May 3. 
Mask of Fu Manchu. Chinese plotter seeks the sword of Ghengis Kahn. 
Boris Karloff, Lewis Stone, Karen Morley. Dir, Chas. Brabin. Time, 
68 mins. Rel. Nov. 5. Rev. Dec. 6. 

Wew Morals for Old. Old standards fight against the new. Robt. Young, 
Margaret Perry, Lewis Stone, Laura H. Crews. Dir. Chas. Brabin. 
Time, 77 mins. Rel. June 4. Rev. June 28. 

Wight Court. Drama of a crooked judge. Walter Huston, Phillips Holmes, 
Anita Page. Dir. W. S. Van Dyke. Rel. Apr. 23. Rev. May $31. 


Pack Up Your Troubles. Laurel and Hardy full length military comed ly. Dir. 
Seo. Marshall and Raymond Carey. ime, 70 mins. Rel. Sept. 1 Rev. 

Cc . 
Pacsiquste Plumber, The. New version of ‘Her Cardboard Lover.’ Buster 


Keaton Jimmy Durante, Polly Moran. Dir. Ed. Sedgwich. Time, 76 

mins. Rel. Feb. 6. Rev. Mar. 15. 

Payment Deferred. Murder story from the play of that title with Chas. 
Laughton in his original role, Maureen O'Sullivan, Dorothy Peterson. 
Dir. Lothar Mendez. Time, 80 mins. Rel. Oct. 8. Rev. Nov. 15, 

Polly of the Circus. Dialog version of a stage and silent. Marion Davies, 
Clark Gable. Dir. Al Santell. Time, 71 mins, Rel. Feb. 27. Rev. Mar. 

Prosperity. Post depression comedy with Marie Dressler and Polly Moran. 

Dir. Sam Wood. Time, 87 mins. Rel. Nov. 18. Rev. Nov. 29. 

Red Dust. Jean Harlow and Clark Gable as a new team in a story of Indo- 
China. Dir. Victor Fleming. Time, 83 mins. Rel. Oct. 22, Rev. Nov. 8. 

Vivid comedy drama. Jean Harlow, Chester Morris, 


Red Headed Woman. 
Time, 83 mins. Rel. June 25. Rev. 


Lewis Stone. Dir. Jack Conway. 
July 5 
Chyeteaper Souls. Drama. Warren Wiiliam, Maureen O’Suliivan, Anita Page. 
Dir, Edgar Selwyn. Time, 100 mins. Rel. July 16, Rev. Aug. 9. 
Remake of the Norma Talmadge silent and Jane Cowl play. 


Smilin’ \ varough. 
Norma Shearer, Leslie Howard, O. P. Heggie, Dir. Sidney Franklin. 
Time, 96 mins. Rel. Sept. 18. Rev. Oct. 18. 


Speak Easily. Slapstick comedy. Buster Keaton, Jimmy Durante. Dir. Ed. 


Sedgwick. Time, 78 mins. Rel. July 23. Rev. Aug. 23. 
Strange Interlude. The famous O'Neill play. Norma Shearer, Clark Gable. 
Dir. Robert Z. Leonard. Time, 110 mins. Not yet released. Rev. Sept. 6. 
Tarzan the Ape Man. New Tarzan adaptation. Johnny Weissmuller, Mau- 
seen a Dir. W. S. Van Dyke. Time, 100 mins. Rel. Apr. 2. 
ev. Mar 


Unashamed. Modern problem story. Helen Twelvetrees, Robt. Young, Lewis 
Stone. Dir. Harry Beaumont. Time, 77 mins. Rel., July 2 Rev. 
July 19. 


Washington Masquerade. Political satire. Lionel Barrymore, Karen Morley, 


pi Asther. Dir. Chas. Brabin. Time, 91 mins. Rel. July 8 Rev. 

uly 26. 

Wet Parade, The. Enforcement problem. Dorothy Jordan, Walter Huston, 
Moras Lay. Dir. Victor Fieming. Time, 120 mins. Rel. Apr. 16. Rev. 
pr. 26. 


Tailor-made for the stars. Chic Sale, Jackle 


When a Feller Needs a Friend. 
Rel. Apr. 30. 


Cooper. Dir. Harry Pollard. Time, 79 mins, 
Studio: 6048 Sunset Bivd., Office: 723 Seventh Ave., 
Hollywood, Cal. Monogram New York, N. Y. 
Arm of the Law, The. Newspaper mystery story. Rex Bell, Lina Basquette, 


Rel. Apr. 20. Rev. 


Marceline Day. Dir. Louis King. Time, 68 mins. 
July 7. 


Seumy * Fair. 
art Bosworth, Marion Shilling, Wm, Collier, Jr. 
71 mins. Rel. ‘Apr. 1. Rev. May 31. (Chadwick.) 
Diamond Trail. Western. Rex Bell. Dir. Harry Fraser. 
Fighting Champ, The. Western. Bob Steele, Arletta Duncan. 
McCarthy. Time, 64 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. 
Flames. Fire story. John Mack Brown, Noel Francis, Marjorie Beebe. Dir. 
Karl Brown. Time, 70 mins. Rel. May 30. Rev. Aug. 30. (Chadwick.) 


From Broadway to Cheyenne N. Y. gangster meets the shooting West. Rex 
Rel. Aug. 15. 


Racing romance with a carnival background. Ralph Ince, Ho- 
Dir. Louis King. Time, 


Rel. Dec. 30. 
Dir. J. P. 


Bell, Marceline Day. Dir. Harry Frazer. Time, 62 mins. 
Rev. Sept. 27. 

Girl from Calgary, The. Girl cowboy comes east to stage triumphs. Fifi 
D’Orsay, Paul Kelly. Dir. Phil Whitman. Time, 64 mins. Rel. Sept. 24. 
Rev. Nov. 22 

Galloping Thos, Western drama. Tom Tyler. Dir. Idoyd Nosler. Time, 58 
mins. Rel. May 30. Rev. Mar, 8. 

Guity or My Not Sume Betty Compson, Claudia Dell. Dir. Albert Ray. Rel. 
Nov. 15. 

Honor of the Mounted, The. Northwestern M. P. story. Tom Tyler. Dir. 
Harry Frazer. Time, 60 mins. Rel. June 20, Rev. Oct. 4. 





Pauline Frederick, Theodore Von 


Self-Defense. Story by Peter B. Kyne. 
a a eeaere Kent, Robert Elliott, Claire Windsor. Wir. Phil Rosen. 
el, c. 16. 


A western blacksmith with a punch. Tom Tyler. 


Single Handed Sanders. 
Time, 50 mins, Rel. Feb. 1. Rev. Apr. 19. (Trem 


pe. ae. Gus. A. Post. 


Regis Toomey, June Clyde. Dir. Phil Whitman and 
oes 


Strange Adventure. 
mpton Del Ruth. Rel. 


Texas Pioneers Texas when it had Indians. Bill Cody, Andy Shuford. Dir. 
Harry Frazer. Time, 58 mins. tel. Apr. 1. tev. July 14. 

Thirteenth Guest, The. Mystery play by author of ‘Scarface.’ Ginger Rogers, 
Lyle Talbot, J. Farrell McDonald. Dir. Alfred Ray. Time, 65 mins 
Rel. Aug. 25. Rev. Sept. 6. (Chadwick.) 

Vanishing Men, Western. Tom Tyler. Dir. Harry Frazer. Time, 62 mins. 
Rel. Apr. 15. No rev. 

Western Limited, The. Mystery aboard a transcontinental train. Estelle 
Taylor, Edmund Burns, Gertrude Astor, Crauford Kent. Dir. Christy 
Cabanne. Time, mins. Rel. Aug. 10. Rev. Oct. 19. : 

Young Blood. Western. Bob Steele. Story by Wellyn Totman. Dir. Phil 

sen. Time, 62 mins. Rel. Nov. 5. 
Studios: 5851 Marathon St., Offices: 1501 Broadway, 
Paramount New York, N. Y. 


Hollywood, Calif. 


Aren't We Ali? Cyril Maude'’s stage success. English comedy drama. Brit- 
- = made. Gertrude Lawrence. Time, 68 mins. Rel. in June. Rev. 
uly 6 

Big Broadcast, The. Broadcasting story with many air stars. Stuart Erwin, 
Bing Crosby, Leila Hyams. Dir. Frank Tuttle. Time, 80 mins. Rel. 
Oct. Rey. Oct. 18. 

Blonde Venus. Story of a stage woman's efforts to retain her child. Marlene 
Dietrich, Herbert Marshall, Dickey Moore. Dir. Jos. Von Sternberg. 
Time, 85 mins. Rel. Sept. 16. Rev. Sept. 27. 

Broken Lullaby. Post-war story with German locale. Lionel Barrymore, 

Phillips Holmes. Dir. Ernst Lubitsch. Time, 77 mins. 


Nancy Carroll, 


Rel. Feb. 26. Rev. Jan. 26. 

Broken Wing. Drama in Mexican locale. Leo Carillo, Lupe Velez. Dir. Lloyd 
Corrigan. Time, 71 mins. Rel. Mar. 25. Rev. Mar. 29. 

Dancers in the Dark. Drama of the night clubs. og Hopkins, Jack 
Oakie. Dir. Dave Burton. Time, 74 mins. Rel. Mar. 11. 


4, Bankhead, 


Devil and the Deep. Jealousy in a submerged submarine. 
Time, 72 


Gary Cooper, Chas. Laughton, Dir. Marion Gering. 
Rel. Aug. 12. Rev. Aug. 23. 

Devil Is Driving, The. Wynne Gibson, Edmund Lowe, Dickie Moore. Dir. 
Stoloff. Rel. Dec. 9. 

Viennese nobleman becomes a gigolo. 

Dir. Stuart Walker. Time, 61 mins. 


mins. 


Herbert Marshall, 


Evenings for Sale. 
Rel. 


Sari Maritza, Chas. Ruggles. 


Nov. 11. Rev. Nov. 15. 
Forgotten Commandments. Soviet mee with the Egyptian episode from ‘Ten 
Commandments.’ Gene Raymond, Sari Maritza. Dir. Gasnier-Schorr. 


Time, 75 mins. Rel. May 27. Rev. June 7. 

Gullty as Hell. Murder mystery with Quirt and Flagg comedy angle. 
Lowe, Victor McLaglen, Richard Arien. Dir. Erle Kenton. 
mins. Rel. Aug. 5. Rev. Aug. 9. 

He Learned About Women. Comedy drama. Stuart Erwin, 
worth. Dir. Léoyd Corrigan. Time, 67 mins. Rel. Nov. 4 

Horse Feathers. Marx Brothers go collegiate. Dir. Norman McLeod. Time, 
70 mins. Rel. Aug. 19. Rev. Aug. 16. 

Hot Saturday. Gossip in a small town. Nancy Carroll. 

72 mins. Rel. Oct. 28. Rev. Nov. 8. 

If | Had a Million. How various persons would react to an inheritance. Gary 
Cooper, Geo. Raft, Wynne Gibson, Chas. Laughton, Jack Oakie and many 
others, each in a single sequence. Directional sequences by various di- 
rectors. Time, 85 mins. Rel. Nov. Rev. Dec 

Island of Lost Souls. Novelty story. Chas. Laughton, Richard Arlen, Leila 
Hyams. Dir. Chas. Kenton. December special. 

Lady and Gent. Sentimental story of a cheap pu ugilist. 
Gibson. Dir. Roberts. Time, 84 mins. el. July 15. 

British made. Corinne Griffith, Colin Clive. 

July. Rev. Sept. 

Love Me Tonight. Chevalier as a tailor in masquerade. Jeanette MacDonald, 
Chas. Ruggles, Chas. Butterworth, Merna Loy. Dir. Rouben Mamoulian. 
Time, 90 mins. Rel. Aug. 26. Rev, Aug. 23. 

Madame Butterfly. From the opera. Sylvia Sidney, Cary Grant, Chas. Ruggles. 
Dir. Gearing. Rel. Dec. 30. 

Madame Racketeer. Comedy of a middle-aged woman swindler. Alison Skip- 
worth, Richard Bennett, Geo. Raft. Dir. Hall and Gribble. Time, 68 
mins. Rel. July 22. Rev. July 26. 

Madison Square. Sporting story. Jack Oakie, Marian Nixon, Thos. Meighan. 

ir. Harry J. Brown. Time, 70 mins. Rel. Oct. 7. Rev. Oct. 138. 

Dialog version of Merton of the Movies. Stuart Erwin, Joan 

Dir. Wm, Beaudine. Time, 86 mins. Rel. July 1. 


Edmund 
Time, 82 


Allison Skip- 


Dir. W. Seiter. Time, 


Geo. Bancroft, Wynne 
Rev. July 19. 


Lify Christine. Time, 59 mins. 
Rel. 


Make Me a Star 
Blondell, Zasu Pitts. 
Rev. July 5 

Man from Yesterday. Drama of a shell-shocked soldier. 
Clive Brook. Dir. Berthold Viertel. Time, 71 mins. 
Rev. June 238. 


Claudette Colbert, 
Rel. June 24. 


Morrty Ws =. Go to Hell. From a stage comedy drama. Sylvia Sidney, Frederic 
Dir. Dorothy Arzner. Time, 82 mins. Rel. July 10. Rev. 

J ane 7% 
Satire on mythical South American republic. Jack Oakie, 


Dir. Time, 71 mins. 


Milllon Dollar Legs. 
WW. < Ed. Cline. 


Fields, Andy Clyde, Lyd2 Roberti. 
Rel. July 8. Rev. July 12. 


Miracle Man. Dialog version of am sid success. Sylvia Sidney, Hobart Bos- 


worth, Chester Morris. Dir. Norman McLeod. Time, 89 mins. Rel. 
Apr. 1. Rev. Apr. 26. 
nitetoneine Lady. Comedy drama of a girl who sought a ‘past.’ Claudette 
Colbert, Edmund Lowe, Stuart Erwin. Dir. Stuart Walker. Time, 75 
mins. Rel. Apr. 15. Rey. Apr. 12. 
Harold Lloyd breaks into pictures. Constance Cummings. Dir. 


Movie Crazy. 
Clarence Bruckman. Time, 96 mins. Rel. 


Night After Night. Humor in the night clubs. 
stance Cummings, Allisca, Skipworth. Dir. Archie Mayo. 
Rel. Oct. 14. Rev. Nov. 

Night of June 13, The. The aie ll react to a murder suspicion. Clive 
Brook, Lila ‘Lee, Chas. >, Dir. Stephen Roberts. Time, 76 mins. 
Rel. Sept. 23. Rev. Sept. 

No Man of Her Own. From the ‘novel ‘No Bed of Her Own.’ Clark Gable, 
ee Lombard, Dorothy Macieati. Dir. Wesiey Ruggles. December 
special. 

One Hour with You. 

Donald, Genevieve Tobin. Dir. 
Rel. Mar. 25. Rev. Mar, 29. 

Phantom President. Political story of a presidential double. 

mw gar Durante, Claudette Colbert, Time, 77 mins. 
ct. 4, 


Reserved for Ladies. 


Sept. 23. Rev. Sept. 20. 


Mae West, Geo. Raft, Con- 
Time, 70 mins. 


Jeanette 


Sprightly French farce. Maurice Chevalier, 
81 mins. 


Ernst Lubitsch. Time, 


Cohan, 
Rey. 


George M. 
Rel. Oct. 7. 
and the Waiter.’ 


Dialog version of ‘Grand Duchess 


Leslie Howard, Benita Hume. Dir. Alex. Korda, Time, 71 mins. Rel. 
May 20. Rev. May 24. 

70,000 Witnesses. Murder on the football field. Phillips Holmes, Dorothy 
Jordan, Chas. Ruggles, Johnny Mack Brown, Lew Cody. Dir. Ralph 
Murphy. Time, 69 mins. Ke', Sept. 2. Rev. Sept. 6. 

Shanghal Express. Colorful oriental drama. Marlene Dietrich, Clive Brook, 

Rel. Feb. 


Anna May W o~- Dir. Josef Von Sternberg. Time, 84 mins. 
12. Rev. Feb. 


Sign of the Cross. 


dates preacee of the stage play. Frederic March, 
Claudette Colbert, Elissa 


ndi, Chas. Laughton, Ian Keith. Dir. Cecil 
Rev. Dec. 6. 


B way Fronts Sent 


Under $2,000 Cost 
For Change Time 





The cost of house fronts on Broad- 
way, which in the past have run to 
as high as $30,000, has been sliced 
more than 50% within the last six 
months until now striking an aver- 
age of less than $2,000. This is re- 
lieving opening weeks of what once 
was a pretty heavy burden in some 
cases and may have meant the dif- 
ference between black and red. 


A new twist being experimented 
with and may reduce display costs 
to nothing is the engineering of tie- 
ups with national advertisers or 
others who would bear the expense. 
This was done by Warners recently 
on ‘One Way Passage’ at Strand, 
through a hookup with the French 
Lines. The front cost the house 
nothing at all. 

Mayfair Under $1,000 

Ever since the city tightened up 
on house fronts, Broadway has been 
bringing down their cost. RKO, 
which started a front contest with 
‘Bring "Em Back Alive’ display, is 
now getting complete displays for 
the Mayfair at under $1,000 through 
bringing about rivalry among the 
makers, 

On each picture RKO calls for the 
lowest bid, with the display design- 
ers-manufacturers undercutting one 
another on price to land the job. 


HARRY KATZ MAY TAKE 
17 IND. HOUSES IN WEST 


Harry Katz will divorce himself 
from Paramount as operator of the 
Indiana-Illinois-Kentucky division 
with conclusion of negotiations for 
takeover by Katz of the group in 
Indiana in which he _ personally 
holds a 25% interest. Deal will 
probably be closed within a week. 

Houses involved number 17. They 
are located in Muncie, Richmond, 
Michigan City, Hammond, Craw- 
fordsville, Bedford, Wilmington and 
Newcastle, Ind. They are in the 
setup known as Publix-Fitzpatrick- 
McElroy and controlled 75% by 
Paeblix. About two years ago Pub- 
lix bought out the interest Fitze- 
patrick & McElroy had in the group, 
Harry Katz retaining his minority 
piece, 








Sam In? 


Katz states that on reaching a 
deal for control, he will personally 
operate the houses, either from 
New York Or Chicago. Whether or 
not they would figure in any chain 
built up by Harry's brother, Sam, 
isn't indicated, but in most quarters 
it is supposed. 


Katz continued operating the In- 
diana-Ilinois-Ky. group from New 
York following Sam’s resignation, 
with Alex Halperin, nephew, in 
charge of the film buying from New 
York. 

Under a deal taking 17 out of the 
Indiana setup, Publix would be left 
with additional houses in Indiana 
as well as the Great States (Il- 
linois) group and a few scattered 
towns in Kentucky and Ohio which 
Harry Katz supervised. 


F-WC Records Subsids 


Los Angeles, Dec. 12. 

For purposes of local record, Fox 
West Coast has filed in Los An- 
geles, certified copies of charters 
and amendments thereto for four of 
its subsidiary house operating com- 
panies in the San Francisco ter- 
ritory. 

Incorporations are the 
mento Hippodrome Theatre, Inc., 
operating the Hippodrome in the 
state capital; Campus Theatre, Inc, 
(Campus, Berkeley); Progress The- 
atre Co., Inc. (United Artists, Bere 
keley): and the Twentieth and Mis- 
operating the El 





Sacra- 





de Mille. Time, 124 mins. (roadshow). Not yet released. 

Sinners in the Sun. Comedy drama of youth. Carole Lombard, Chester Mor- 
ris. Dir. Hall. Time, &9 mins. Rel. May 12. Rev. May 17 

Sky Brides. Carnival-aviation comedy drama. Rich. Arlen, Jack ‘Oakle. Dir. 
Roberts. Time, 77 mins. Rel. Apr. 29. Rev. Apr. 26. 

Strange Case of Clara Deane. Court room drama. Wynne Gibson, Pat 
O’Brien, Frances Dee. Dir. Gasnier-Marcin. Time, 78 mins. Rel. May 
6. Rev. 

Strangers in Love. Soclety drama. Frederic March, Kay Francis, Stuart Er- 
win. Dir. Lothar Mendez. Time, 70 mins. Rel. Mar. 4. Rev. Mar. 8. 

This Is the Night. Snappy French farce. Lily Darctta, Chas. Ruggles, Thelma 
Todd, Roland Young. Dir, Frank Tuttie, Time, 73 mins. Rel. Apr. 8. 
Rev. Apr. 19. 

Thunder Below. Drama, Tallulah Bankhead. Chas. Bickford, Paul Lucas. 
Dir. Rich. Wallace. Time, 71 mins. Rel. June 17. Rev. June 21. 
Tomorrow and Tomorrow Done from a stage play. Triangle theme. Ruth 
Chatterton, Paul Lukas, Robt. Ames. Dir. ich. Wallace. Time, 80 

mins. Rel. Feb. 5. Rev. Feb. 2. 

Trouble in Paradise. Cheating cheaters in Paris and Venice. Miriam Hop- 
kins, Kay Francis, Herbert Marshall. Dir. Ernst Lubitsch. Time 81 
mins. tel. Oct. 21, Rev. Nov. 15. : 

| Undercover Man. Secret service bests the gangsters. Geo. Raft, Nancy Car- 
roll. Dir. Jas. Flood. Time, 74 mins, tel. Dec. 2. tev. Dec. 6. 

Vanishing Frontier. Western drama. John Mack bg ie gevalyn Knapp 
Zasu Pitts. Dir. Phil Rosen. Time, 65 mins. Rel. July 29. Rev. Sept. 20. 

| Weeich Actress whe ‘ marries into a sr _— family. Nancy Carroll, | 
Rich. Arien. Dir. dw. Sloman. Time, 72 mins. Rev. Feb. 16. 

| Wild Horse Mesa. Zane Gray's story. Ru iol h Scott, Sally Blane, Fred 
Kohler, Dir. Henry Hathaway. Time, 60 mins. Rel, Nov. 25. 


Kiondike. Physician who fails in a major operation makes a comeback. Frank 
Hawks, Thelma Todd, H. B. Walthall. Dir. Lyle Talbot. Time, 65 mins. 
Rel. Aug. 30. Rev. Sept. 27. 

haw of the North, The. Western. Bill Cody, Andy Shuford. Dir. Harry 
Frazer. Time, 55 mins. Rel. May 30. Rev. Aug. 30. 

hucky Larrigan. Western. Rex Bell, Helen Foster. Dir. J. P. McCarthy. 

Rel. Dec. 10 

Man trom New Mexico. Vengeance on the range. Tom Tyler. Dir. J. P. |} 
McGowan, Time, 60 mins. Rel. Apr. 1, Rey. Aug. 30. 

Mason of the Mounted. Northwest police story. Bill Cody, Andy Shuford, 
Nancy Drexel. Dir. Harry Frazer. Time, 58 mins. Kel. May 15. Rev. 
Sept. 6. 

Midnight Patrol, The. Newspaper story with odd slant. Regis Toomey, Ed- 
Wwina Booth, Mary Nolan, Earle Foxe, Betty Bronson. Dir. Chri sty ] 


Cabanne. Time, 60 mins. Rel. Apr. 10. Rev. May 19. 


(Continued on page 27) 


sion Theatre Co., 
Capitan in San Francisco. Incor- 
poration papers had previously 
been filed only with the secretary 
of state. 
Miller L. I. Buyer 
Fred Miller is now the Skouras 
Im buyer for the Long Island group 
of houses, with headquarters at 
Jackson Heights, L. L 
oking post over the 
beer filled ag 
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“‘’M PAINTING 
A RAINBOW 
IN THE MOVIE 
HEAVENS 





OKAY MARION DAVi8S! 
‘PEG O’ MY HEART” IS WHAT 
THE PAYING PUBLIC 
WANTS! 


The reviewers of her last picture “Blondie of 
the Follies” praised her heart-warming perform- 
ance. Now she brings back sweet, sentimen- 
tal “Peg” beloved by the whole world! A 
picture nationally advertised! 


HOORAY 
| JOAN CRAWFORD! 
WE’ VE GOT theKIND of STORY 
THAT YOU'RE FAMED FOR! 


William Faulkner, America’s most discussed 
novelist, wrote a story especially for Joan Craw- 
ford. It has the dramatic qualities of ‘‘Paid”’ 
and the luxurious background of ‘‘Possessed.”’ 
Beautiful Joan in her own element! 


CONGRATS! 

JEAN HARLOW! 
WHAT A STARRING VEHICLE 
IS “NIGHT CLUB LADY.” 
IT’S ALL YOURS! 


Stardom that’s deserved! Her work in ‘Red 

’ won unrestrained praise from reviewers. 
| She brought a new beauty to a performance 
‘that will not be forgotten soon. Her new role 
‘provides her with an even greater opportunity! 


LIONEL BARRYMORE’S NEXT! 


HE BEGINS WORK ON A * 
BRILLIANT ORIGINAL STORY 
(TO BE ANNOUNCED) 


With his magnificent performarice in “Rasputin 
and the Empress’”’ recorded immortally on film, 
this great actor prepares to create a new and 
most unusual role in one of the finest original 
screen stories ever developed at our studio. 


XEATON-DURANTE-COOPER! 
. THREE PERSONALITIES 
TEAMED TOGETHER IN 
ASUREHIT, “BUDDIES.” 


fore?”’ One reason is 
we didn’t have a story 

like “Buddies.” 
But we’ve got it 
now—and you'll 
love it! 








4 











Ever so often, an in- 
spirational teaming of 
players happens 
that makes us say 
“Why didn’t we 
‘think of that be- 


: “CLEAR ALL WIRES” 

|, M-G-M CAPTURES THIS 
BROADWAY HIT! ALSO 

e' “MEN MUST FIGHT” 
Quick action by M-G-M obtains for our cus« 


tomers ‘two Broadway hits that are custom- 
built for the screen! ‘‘Clear All Wires’”’ packed 





Gleason is first to be cast for it! 


SHE WINS THE YEAR’S FILM 
PRIZE AND STARDOM IN 
“WHITE SISTER” 


n the belief that America will watch 
vith eager interest for the new appear-' 
ance of its Best Screen Actress, M-G-M 
has given prize-winning Helen he the 
year’s most coveted role, stardom in 
the immortal, beloved ‘‘White Sister.’’ 





rs 











them into the Times Square Theatre. James 





DEAR NORMA SHEARER! 
WE’RE “SMILIN’ THROUGH” 
OUR TEARS AT YOUR 
‘NEW ROMANCE! 

The story of “La Tendresse”’ upon which her 
new picture is based, has all those romantic 
qualities which convinced exhibitors of ‘Smilin’ 
Through” that the public s¢eks refuge from 

reality in dramas of the heart! 


JOHN BARRYMORE NOTE! 
“REUNION IN VIENNA” 
LOOKS LIKE YOUR BIGGEST 

OPPORTUNITY!» « 
This Broadway stage hit, with its gay, yet truly 
moving romantic story, won the sighs and cheers 








of New York’s women folk! With Barrymore in~ 


M-G-M’s great screen adaptation of the stage 
hit it is truly a woman’s (MONEY) picture! 


DRESSLER-BEERY TOGETHER! 
_ THE_SCREEN’S TOP COMBI- 

' NATION! “TUGBOAT ANNIE” 
IS SOME TITLE! 


To find a vehicle so perfeczly suited 
to the talents of this pair is a bucky 
stroke for M-G-M and the industry. 
Not since “Emma” has there been 






‘the poe of it for rousing laughs, deeply biting 


heart stabs! Here is a picture! 


JOHNNY (Teron) WEIGSMULLER | 
“TARZAN AND HIS MATE” 
iS THE ANSWER TO EVERY 
. MAIDEN’S PRAYER! 


M-G-M clinched this handsome star’s popu- 
larity by sending him across the country to win 
new fans, in Person! Soon his follow-up to un- 
forgettable “Tarzan” will be ready to thrill a 
waiting and ready-to-pay public! 


HELEN HAYES-NOVARRO} 
STARS IN A THRILLING RO- 


Even if she hadn't won this Year's 
Best Actress Award, her work 
this celebrated Belasco hit, 

‘with Ramon Novarro, would have 
put her name into headlines. The § Screen’s 
Great Things truly are M-G-M! 


“STRANGE INTERLUDE” 
FIVE MONTHS ON BROAD 


WAY—A ROAD-SHOW 

Sig SENSATION! 

All praise to Norma Shearer and Clark Gable t 

It takes a mighty attraction to survive 9 

months on Broadway at $2. It takes a real enter= 

tainment to perform in advanced price engaffe- 

ments as, this picture is doing as a road show! 

& THESE TWO TOGETHER! 
onM G-M’s choice of 

Dunneand talented Phillips 


IRENE DUNNE, PHILLIPS) 
2 for the co-starri les in the 
brated Martin Brown stage success omens soso "TI “Thole 





HOLMES PICKED TO CO- 
STAR IN “THE LADY” 


Perfect canting bo the Coaet: ve 





or in rs as worth BE oy 
At Rainbow’s End you'll ahvays fiwad__ 


METRO 
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NEWLY FAMOUS, SHE CO. 
MANCE “SON-DAUGHTER”, . 
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Wiser Sex, The. Society play. Claudette Colbert, Melvyn Douglas, Lilyan 
fashman, Dir. Berthold Viertel. Time, 72 mins. Rev. Mar. 15. 
World and the Flesh, The. tussian locale. Drama. Geo. Bancroft, Miriam 

Hopkins, Dir. John Cromwell. Time, 74 mins. Rel. Apr. 22. Rev. 
May 10 
Powers Offices: 723 Seventh Ave., 
‘ New York, N. Y. 
Carmen. *ictured opera. Marguerite McNamara, Tom Burke, Lance Fairfax 
: | ar i aNé ara, > ce, mn rfax. 
Dir. Cecil Lewis. Time, 56 mins. Rel. May 15. 
Fascination. Society triangle. Madeline Carroll, Carl Harbord, Kay H: 
y . é < . é ’ a} am- 
one. Dir. Miles Mander. Time, 61 mins. Rel. Apr. 1. Rev. July 28, 
Flying Fool, The. Air drama. Harry Kendall, Benita H Dir yal 
Summers. Time, 68 mins. Rel. Feb. 1. Rev. Oct. 20, 1931. = 
Gables Mystery, The. Suspense drama. Lester Matthew Anne Grey i 
Harry Hughes. Time, 57 mins. Rel. June ‘165. em fe ee ee 
Her Radio Romeo. Radio comedy. Gene Gerrard, Jessie Matthews. Dir 
Gene Gerrard. Time, 70 mins. Rel. July 15, : 
Her Strange Desire. Scandal in high life. Laurence Oli S 
Dir. Maurice Elvey. Time, 59 mins. Rel. July 1. PT rae: Ne 
Lucky Girl. Musical comedy farce. Gene Gerrard, Molly Lamo i = 
gene O'Sullivan. Time, 69 mins. tel. Sept. "1 = ee See 
Man Who Won, The. Story of a wastrel who makes rK 
. 5S 3 PF a tes good. Henry Kend: 
Heather Angel. Time, 70 mins. Dir. Norman Walker. el. Rept ie 
My Wife’s Family. In-law troubles. Gene Gerrard, Muri¢ i 
Jn . U s. 2 ‘. iel Angelus. Dir. 
Monty Banks, Time, 63 mins. Rel. Apr. 15. Rev. Mar. 15. . . 
Limping Man, The. Mystery story. Franklin Dyall, Mar i i 
’ 5 , warg é . ° 
John Orton. Time, 57 mins. Rel. Aug. 1. a ee, 
Shadow Between, The. Society drama. Godfrey Tearle Dir. N ‘ . 
Tine, 48 mine. Rel. ies 1 y a ‘ ir. Norman Walker. 
Skin Game. From a Galsworthy play of a family feud. Edmund Gew 
é g é > Gewnn, Phyl- 
lis Kor ) > : sel ’ : 
Tutie 3a tanh: Dir. Alf. Hitchcock. Time, 68 mins. Rel. June l. Rev. 
Woman Decides, The. From a stage Play of Le , ‘api i 
' he. m a ste ay abor vs. Capital. Adrienn 
Allen, Owen Nare. Dir. Miles Mander. Time, 68 mins. PRel. Aug. 15. : 


Offices: 11 West 42d St., 


Principal New York, N.Y, 


Blame the Woman. British made with Adolphe Menjou and Glande Allister 


as a pair of crooks. Dir. Fred Niblo. Time, 74 mins. Rel.  * 
Comes Apinal World. Curious Australian animals. Time, ty aes. Rel. 
Dangers 44 Rng Arctic. Valley of 10,000 smokes, in Alaska. Time, 34 mins. 
ReY. May 15. 
Fangs of Death Valley. Reptile study. Time, 20 mins.’ Rel. June 15. 
Get That Lion. Mountain lions captured by lasso. Time, 30 mins. Rel. 
way a 
Hollywood. Time, 20 mins. Rel. July 1. 


Unusual survey of the film capital. 

Rev. Oct. 4. 

Islands of Peril. 
Rel. May 1, 

Virgins of Bali. 
Sept. 15. 

Wings Over the Andes. 
tel. June 1, 


Dramatized travelogue of the Faroe Islands. Time, 30 mins. 


Travelogue of the island of Bali. Time, 43 mins, Rel. 


Plane views of the Andean volcanos. Time, 31 mins. 


R.K.9. Pathe 


Beyond the Rockies. The racket moves West. Tom Keene. 
Time, 54 mins. Rel. July 8 Rev. Sept. 20. - 

Come On, Danger. Western. Tom Keene, J. Hayden, Roscoe Ates. 
Hill. Time, 54 mins. Rel, Sept. 23. 

Ghost Valley. Tom Keene is hired to impersonate himself. 
Time, 54 mins. Rel. May 13. Rev. Aug. 30. 

Westward Passage. Love straightens out aboard ship. Ann Harding, Irving 


Office: 1560 Broadway, 
New York, N. Y. 


Dir. Fred Allen, 


Studios: Hollywood, 
Calif. 


Dir. Robt. 


Dir. Fred Allen. 


Pichel. Dir. R. Milton. Time, 73 mins. Rel. June 10. Rev. June 7. 
What Price Hollywood. Hollywood lowdown. Constance Bennett, Lowell 
Sherman, Dir. Geo. Cukor. Rel June 24. Rev. July 19. 


Offices: 1560 Broadway, 


R.K.O. Radio New York, N. Y. 


Love and trouble for a co-ed. Dorothy Wilson, Rich 
Dir. Gregory La Cava. Time, 63 mins. Rel. Aug. 5. 


Studios: Hollywood, 
Calif. 
Age of Consent, The. 
ard Cromwell. 
Rev, Sept. 6. 
Bill of Divorcement, A. By Clemence Dane. 


Dir. Geo. Cukor. 


Story of a shell-shocked war vet, 
John Barrymore, Billie Burke, Katherine Hepburn, 
Time, 69 mins. Rel. Sept. 80. Rev. Oct. 4. 


Bird of Paradise, A. Famous stage play of the South Seas. Dolores Del Rio, 


Joel McCrea. Dir. King Vidor. Time, 82 mins. Rel. Aug. 12. Rev. 
Sept. 13. 

Bring ’Em Back Alive. Frank Buck’s animal thriller, Time, 65 mins. Rel. 
Aug. 19. Rev. June 21. 

Conquerors, The. A story of American depressions and their surmounting. 
Rich. Dix, Ann Harding, Edna May, Oliver. Dir. Wm, Wellman, Time, 


84 mins. Rel. Nov, 18. Rev. Nov. 22. 
Hell’s Highway. The horrors of a convict camp. Richard Dix, Tom Brown, 
Dir. Rowland Brown. Time, 62 mins. Rel. Sept. 21. Rev. Sept. 27. 


Hold "Em Jail. Wheeler and Woolsey play football on the convict eleven. 


Dir. Norman Taurog. ‘Time, 66 mins. tel. Sept. 2. Rev. Aug. 23. 

Is My Face Red? Columnist story. Ricardo Cortez, Helen Twelvetrees. Dir. 
Wm. Seiter. Time, 66 mins. Rel. June 17. Rev. June 14 

Little Orphan Annie. Based on the agp Mitzi Green, Ed. Keennedy. 
Dir. John Robertson. Time, 61 mins, . Nov. 4. 

Men Are Such Fools. Leo Carillo. Dir. Wm. oy Time, 66 mins. Rel. Nov. 18. 

Men of America. Bill Boyd, Dorothy Wilson, Chic Sale, Dir, Ralph Ince. 
Time. 57 mins. Rel. Dec, 9. 

Most Dangerous Game, The. Island recluse who hunts human _ beings for 
sport. Joel McCrea, Fay Wray, Leslie Banks. Dir, E. Schoedsack. 


Sept. 9. tev. Nov. 22. 
Mystery at a week-end party. 
J. W. Ruben. Time, 77 mins. 


Time, 63 mins, Rel. 


Phantom of Crestwood, The. 
Katherine Morley. Dir. 
Rev. Oct. 18. 

Roadhouse Murder, The. 


Ricardo Cortez, 
Rel. Oct. 14. 


Newspaper reporter assumes a crime to get a story. 


Eric Linden, Dorothy Jordan. Dir. J. W. Ruben. Time, 73 mins. Rel. 
May 6. Rev. May 3. 

Roar of the Dragon. Chinese war story. Gwill Andre, Richard Dix. Dir. 
Wesley Ruggles. Time, 69 mins. Rel. July 8 Rev. July 26. 

Rockabye. Sentimental mother-love story. Constance Sennett, Joel McCrea. 
Dir. Geo. Cukor. Time, 70 mins, Rel. Nov. 25, Rev, Dec. 6. 

Secrets of the French Police. Foreign mystery. Gwill Andre, Frank Morgan, 
Gregory Ratoff. Dir, Ed. Sutherland. Time, 58 mins. Rel. Dec. 2. 
Sport Parade. Novelty story. Joel McCrea, Marian Marsh, Wm. Gardan. 

Dir. Dudley Murphy. Time, 65 mins, Rel. Nov. 
State’s Attorney. One of the mouthpiece cycle. John Barrymore, Helen 
Twelvetrees. Dir. G. Archainbaud. Time, 79 mins. Rel. May 138. Rev. 


May 10. 


Strange Justice. 
Reginald Denny. 


Norman Foster, 
Oct. 7. 


Molo 


Mae Marsh, 


Oddities of the criminal code. : r 
Time, 64 mins. tel, 


Dir. V. C. Schertzinger 


Theft of the Mona Lisa, The. Foreign made. Willy Forst, Trude von_ 
Dir. G. Von Bolvary. Time, 83 mins. Rel. Oct. 21. Rev. Sept. 15. 
Thirteen Women. From Tiffany Thayer's story of the power of sugge stion. 
Ricardo Cortez, Irene Duns Dir. G. Archainband. Time, 60 mins. 


Pani 


Rel. Sept. 16. Rev. Oct. 18. 


United Artists 


in Germany. 


Offices: 729 Seventh Ave., 
New York, N. Y. 


Congress Dances, The. Viennese musical made Lillian Harvey, 


Lil Dagover. Dir. Eric Charrell. Time, $82 mins. Rel. May 11. Rev. 
May 17. 

Cynara. Philip Merivale stage hit. Ronald Colman, Kay Francis, Phyllis 
Barry. Dir, King Vidor. Time, 79 mins. Rel. Dec. 25. 

Kid from Spain, The. Eddie Cantor masquerades as a bull fighter down in 
Mexico. Cantor, Lyda Roberti. Dir. Leo. McCarey. Time (roadshow), 
118 mins. Release not set. tev. Nov. 22. 

Magic Night. Viennese operetta. Jack Buchanan Dir. Herbert Wilcox 
Time, 79 mins. tel. Nov. 2. tey. Nov. 8 

Mr. Robinson Crusoe. Adventures in the South Seas Douglas Fair ant 
Maria Alba. Dir. Edw. Sutherland. Time, 72 mins. Rel. Sept. 21 Rev 
Sept. 27. 

Rain. Jeanne Eagles’ famous stage hit. Joan Crawford, Walter H D 
Wm, Gargan, Time, 93 mins Rel. Oct. 12. Rev. Oct. 18 

White Zombie, The. Haytian sorcery. Bela Lugosi idge I my} Dir 

Victor Halperin. Time, 69 mins. Rel. July 28. Rev. Aug. « 








t 
} 
| Studio: Universal City, ° Offices: 730 Fifth Ave., | 
Calif. Universal New York, N. Y. | 

Air Mail, The. Commercial flying thrill story. Pat O’Brien, Ralph Bellamy 
Gloria Stuart, Slim Summervil': Dir. John Ford. Time, 85 mins. Rel. 


Nov. 3. Rev. Nov. 8. 


All American, The. Football story. Rich. Arlen, Gloria Stuart. Dir. Russell 
Mack. Time, 73 mins. Rel, Oct. 13, Rev. Oct. 

Back Street. A one-man girl whose love defied convention. From a Fanny 
Hurst novel. Irene Dunn, John Boles. Dir. John Stahl, Time, 91 mins. 
Rel. Sept. 1. Rev. Aug. 30. 

Brown of Culver. See Tom Brown of Culver. ) 

Cohans and Kellys In Hollywood, The. Sidney and Murray in the picture | 

Destination Unknown. Drama. Pat O'Brien, Ralph Bellamy, Tom Brown, | 
Dir. Tay Garnett. tel, Jan. 26 , 4 
business. Charlie Murray, George Sidney. Dir. John Francis Dillon. 
Time, 74 mins. Rel, Mar. 28. Rev. Apr. 26. 

Destry Rides Again. Tom Mix in an action western. Dir. Ben Stoloff. Time, 


Apr. 24. Rev. June 21, 
Doomed Battalion. World war on the Italian front. 
Dir. Cyril Gardner. Time, 84 mins. Rel. June 16. 

Fast Companions. Race track story with Caliente locale. 
reen O'Sullivan. Dir. Kurt Newmann, Time, 67 mins. 
Rev. Sept. 13. 

Life struggle in the Arctic. 
60 mins. Rel. July 14. Rev. 


58 mins. Rel. 
Tala Rirell, Luis Trenker. 
Rev. June 14. 

Tom Brown, 
Rel. June 


Mau- 


9° 
<0. 


Eskimo players. Dir. Ewing Scott. Time, 


Igloo. 
July 26. 


Impatient Maiden, The. A girl who couldn't wait for love. Lew Ayres, Mae 
Clark, Una Merkel. Dir. James Whale. Time, 79 mins. Rel. Mar. 1. 
Rev. M: 2. 

Law and Order. Frontier drama of three bad men. Walter Huston, Harry 
Carey, Ratph Ince. Dir. W. R. Burnett. Time, 72 mins. Rel. Feb. 7. 


Rev. Mar. 1. 
Mummy, The. Mystery thriller. 
Dir. Karl Freund. Rel. 
Murders in the Rue Morgue, The. 
Dir. Robt. Florey. Time, 60 mins. 


Boris Karloff, Zita Johann, David Manners. 


Dec. 22. 
Poe's hair raiser. 
Rel. Feb. 21. 


Bela Lugosi, Sidney Fox. 
Rev. Feb. 16. 


My Pal, the King. A wild west show in a Balkan kingdom. Tom Mix. Dir. 
Kurt Neumann. Time, 75 mins. Rel. Aug. 4. Rev. Oct. 11. 
Mystery of Life, The. Clarence Darrow on evolution. Clarence Darrow. Dir. 
Nagana. Tropical drama. Tala Birell, Melvyn Douglas. Dir. E. L. Frank. 
Rel. Jan: 12. 
Geo. Cochrane. Time, 43 mins. Rel. July 6. Rev. July 7, °31. 
Night World . Night life in the city. Emotional drama. Lew Ayres, Mae 
Clark. Dir. Hobart Henley. Time, 57 mins. Rel. May 5. Rev. May 31. 
Okay America. Columnist story. Lew Ayres, Maureen O'Sullivan, Louis Cal- 
hern. Dir. Tay Garnett. Time, 80 mins. Rel. Sept, 8. Rev. Sept. 13. 
Old Dark House. A night of terror in an English country home. Boris Kar- 


loff, Melvyn Douglas, Chas. Laughton, Gloria Stuart. Dir. Jas. Whale. 


Time, 70 mins. Rel. Oct. 20. Rev. Nov. 

Once in a Lifetime. Hollywood satire from the stage play. Jack Oakie, 
Sidney Fox, Alice MacMahon. Dir. Russell Mack. Time, 90 mins. Rel. 
Sept. 22. Rev. Nov. 1. 

Racing Youth. Auto race story. Mostly comedy. Slim Summerville, Louise 
Fazenda, Frank Albertson, June Clyde. Dir. Vin. Moore. Time, 65 mins. 
Rel. Feb. 14. Rev. Apr. 19. ; 

Radio Patrol. Police story with love interest. Lila Lee, June Clyde, Robt. 
Armstrong. Dir. Ed. Cahn. Time, 67 mins. Rel. June 2. Rev. July 19. 

Rider of Death Valley. Drama in the desert. Tom Mix, Dir. Al Rogell. 
Time, 77 mins. Rel. May 26. Rev. Aug. 2. 

Scandal for Sale. Newspaper cycle story. Chas. Bickford, Rose Hobart, Pat 
O’Brien. Dir. Russell Mack. Time, 75 mins. Rel. Apr. 10. Rev. Apr. 12. 


puaty. a tae 


A truck driver in the prize ring. Norman Foster, June 
vde. Dir. Edw. \ 


Ludwig. Time, 67 mins. Rel. Mar. 14 

Texas yee Man, The. Western mystery story. Tom Mix. Dir. Edw. Laemmle. 
Time 63 mins. Rel. June 30. 

They Just Had to Get Married. Comedy. 


Slim Summerville, Zasu Pitts. Dir. 


Edw. Ludwig. Rel. Jan. 5. 
Tom Brown of Culver. Cadet school story. Tom Brown, Slim Summerville, 
H. B. Warner. Dir. Wm. Wyler. Time, 81 mins. Rel. July 21. Rev. 


Aug. 2. 
Studios: 5842 Sunset Bivd., Offices: 321 W. 44th St 
Hollywood. Warner Brothers me New York, N,. ¥. 


War- 
Rel. 


Story of a meek stenog who wins the boss. 
Dir. Roy Del Ruth. Time, 66 mins. 


Beauty and the Boss, The. 
ren William, Marian Marsh. 
Apr. 9. Rev. Apr. 5. 

Big City Blues. Country boy comes to New York for thrilling experiences. 


Joan Blondell, Eric Linden. Dir. Mervyn Le Roy. -Time, 65 mins. Rel. 
Sept. 18, Rev. Sept. 13. 

Blessed Event. Columnist story. Lee Tracy, Mary wsrian, Allen Jenkins. Dir. 
Roy Del Ruth, Time, 82 mins. Rel. Sept. 10. Rev. Sept. 6. ' 

Crowd Roars, The. Fast drama of the auto speedway. Jas. Cagney, Joan 
Blondell. Dir. Howard Hawks. Time, 84 mins, Rel. Apr. 16. Rev. 
Mar. 29. 

Expert, The. Chic Sale comedy. Chie Sale. Dir. Archie Mayo. Time, 69 
mins. Rel. Mar. 5. Rev, Mar. 1. 

Heart of New York. Smith and Dale in a film version of ‘Mandel, Inc.’ 
Cloaks and Suits. Dir. Mervyn Le Roy. Time, 74 mins. Rel. Mar. 26. 
Rev. Mar. 8. 

1 Am a Fugitive. From the story ‘I Am a Fugitive from a Chain Gang.’ Paul 
Muni, Glanda Farrell. Dir. Mervyn Le Roy. Time, 85 mins. Rel. Nov. 
19. Rev. Nov. 15. 

iWWegal. British made story ofa night club, British cast and director. Time, 
1 mins, Rel. Aug. 6 Rev. Oct. 4. 

Jewel Robbery. Romantic comedy drama from an Hungarian source. Kay 
Francis, William Powell. Dir. Wm, Dieterle. Time, 69 mins. Rel. 
Aug. 13: Rev. July 26. 

Man Wanted. Romance of a business woman. Kay Francis. Dir. Wm, Die- 
terle. Time, 63 mins. Rel. Apr. 23. Rev. Apr. 19. 

Man Who Played God, The. Modern drama of life. Geo. Arliss. Dir. John 
Adolfi. Time, 83 mins. Rel. Feb. 20. Rev. Feb. 16. 

Mouthpiece, The. Drama of a wily lawyer. Warren William, Sidney Fox. Dir. 
Jas, Flood and Elliott Nugent. Time, 86 mins. Rel. May 7. Rev. Apr. 
2h. 

One Way Passage. Love develops for a prisoner. Kay Francis, William Pow- 


mins. Rel. Oct, 22, 
Loretta Young, Winnie Lightner. 


ell. Dir. Ray Garnett. Time, 67 
Piay Girl. Marriage versus play. 


Rev. Oct. 18. 
Dir. Ray 


Enright: Time, 61 mins. Rel. Mar. 12. Rev. Mar. 22. 

Purchase Price, The. Night club singer with a past. Barbara Stanwyck. Dir. 
Wm. A. Wellman. Time, 67 mins. Rel. July 23. Rev. July 19. 

Ride Him, Cowboy. Western cowboy story. John Wayne. Dir. Fred Allen 
Time, 55 mins. Rel. Aug. 25. Rev. Nov. 

Scarlet Dawn. Russian refugees in Constantinople. Doug Fairbanks, Jr., 
Naricy: Carroll, Lilyan Tashman. Dir. Wm. Dieterle, Time, 60 mins. 
Rel. Nov. 12. Rev. Nov. 8 

So Big. Fanny Hurst's novel of American womanhood. Barbara Stanwyck. 


Dir. Wm. A. Wellman. Time, 82 mins. Rel. Apr. 30. Rev. May 5. 
Stranger in Town. Comedy drama of real people. Chie Sale, Ann Dvorak. 
Dir. Earle C. Ken®&n. Time, 66 mins. Rel. Aug. 6. Rev. July 12. 

Street of Women A triangle and a duo. <a Francis. Dir, Archi if 
Time, 60 mins. Rel. June 11. Rey. May 3 ‘ 7 or 

Successful Calamity, A. Merchant pretends Se to check family’s ex- 
travagance. George Arliss, Mary Astor, Evalyn Knapp. Dir. John G. 
Adolfi. Time, 73 mins. Rey. Sept. 27. 

Two Against the World. Constance Bennett in a murder jam. Dir. Archie 
Mayo. Time, 69 mins. Rei. Sept. 3. Rev. Aug. 23. 

Winner Take All. Smashing fight comedy. James Cagney. Dir. R 
Ruth. Time, 67 mins. Rel. July 16. Rev. June 21. ‘ , 7 


1501 Broadway, 
New York, N. Y. 

‘The Calendar.’ 

Time, 69 mins. 


World Wide °*°** 


Society drama based on 
Edna Best. Dir, T. 


Edgar Waliace’s 
Hays Hunter. 


Bachelor’s Folly. 
Herbert Marshall, 
tel. June 12. 

Between Fighting Men. 
Ken Maynard, Ruth 
Oct. 16. 

Breach of Promise. 


Conflict between the 
Hall. Dir. Forrest 


sheep men 
Sheldon, 


and cattle 
Time, 62 


raisers. 
mins, Rel, 
The ruin of a mar 


's career. Chester Morris, May Clarke, 


Mary Doran. Dir. al Stein ime. 67 / 
Nov. 2. sig iar - Time, 67 mins, Rel, Oct. 23. Rey. 
Come On, Tarzan. Ranch owner saves his horse from a gang. Ken peraaee 
Myrna Kennedy. Dir. Alan James. Time, 64 mins. tel. Sept. 11 ; 
Crooked Circle, The. Mystery story with ample comedy. Ben Lyon, ZaSu 
Pitts, James Gle ason, Irene Purcell. Dr. H. Bruce H y 
1 : I ‘ > Humberstone. , 
60 mins. Iiel, pe pt. Rev. Oct 4 sooo Time, 
| Death Kiss, The. A siediis mystery with a motion picture studio back- 
ground. David Manners, Ad: e Ames, John Wray, Bela Lugosi. Dir 
Edwin L. Marin. Rel, Dec. 25 , : ; is 
Dynamite Ranch. Ranch manager fa io vanquish the hero. Ken Maynard 
Ruth Hall. Dir. Forrest Shela Time, 59 mins te!. July 31. , 
False Faces. Doctor makes a racket of hi aie ssion. toe 1 Sherman, Lila 
ee, Peggy Shannon. WD S Time, $3 min Fee Oct. 12. | Rey 
Nov. 29. 
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DISTRIBS SEEK 


KO. OF LA. SUIT 


Los Angeles, De 2. 
First definite action has been 
taken in Superior court here in one 
or a half dozen civil suits filed by 
independent exhibitors in the local 


territory against major distribs and 
Fox West Coast seeking damages of 


several millions for alleged book- 
ing and zoning discriminations. 


Demurrers by seven film distrib- 
utors to block a $163,935 action 
brought by owners of the Burbank 
(suburban picture house) were 
taken under consideration last week 
by Acting Superior Judge Lucius 
Green, with contestants given five 
days in which to file briefs. 

Current action was brought by 
Bern G. Richardson and his wife, 
Neva, owners of the Burbank build- 
ing, who charged the film distribs 
had conspired with A. F. Minor, op- 
erator of the house, to prevent them 
from leasing films for another thea- 
tre, and gave Minor a monopoly on 
feature bookings, 

Fox West Coast is not naméd as 
a defendant in this particular ac- 
tion. The demurrers, contending 
the complaint did not state facts 
sufficient for a cause of action, be- 
ing filed by Metro, Universal,. War- 
ners, Columbia and Fox. 

Decision will be reached early this 
week on the merits of the demur- 
rers, 


WB DENY ANY GENERAL 
DOUBLE FEATURING 


In denying reports that they 
have adopted a policy, shortly to be 
effected, whereby double features 
will be played in all of their houses 
with the exception of the deluxers, 
Warner theatres executives now 
take credit for fathering the move- 
ment which resulted in the partial 
elimination of dualism in Chicago, 

Warners are opposed to whole- 
sale changes of any character, de- 
claring that the needs of each 
house are individual and must be 
handled accordingly. 

They point out that with the ex- 
ception of 25 theatres in New Eng- 
land and 28 in New Jersey, their 
circuit of around 400 lighted houses 
is on a single feature basis. 








Testing 2 Men Backstage 
Ordinance in New Haven 


New Haven, Dec. 12. 

A. J. Vanni, general mer. of local 
Arthur theatres, and Jack Sanson, 
mgr. of Warners’ Roger Sherman, 
submitted to arrest to test the le- 
gality of a new city ordinance 
which requires. the presence of at 
least two experienced stagehands 
backstage at all times in theatres 
having a seating capacity over 300. 

Ordinance is result of battle be- 
tween theatre officials and loca] fire 
marshal and is outcropping of 
union labor trouble at time of strike 
of stage and booth locals in Arthur 
theatres. 

Houses now operate with two 
men part of time, but ordinance re- 
quires two men full time. 

Defendants granted continuance 
in City Court and announce they 
will carry case to higher courts to 
obtain final ruling as to whether 
or not ordinance is legal. 





Ist Runs at Holywd, B’way 


Warner Bros. plan reopening the 
darkened Hollywood, New York, 
Dec. 24, with ‘Lawyer Man’ (Wil- 
liam Powell). House will operate 
under the same policy as WP's 
Strand, at an 83c top, with Warners 
splitting its first run product be- 
tween the two houses. 

WB gives up the Winter Garden 
Jan. 17. 





WB Closes 2, Sells 





Dec. 12. 
Warners has shuttered two of its 

theatres for indeterminate periods. 

Oakland Square on south side of 


Chicago 


Chicago and Indiana in Indiana 
Harbor, suburb, are the ones 

M hi \ rners has sold the 
Harvard to D. J. Chrissin, indie 
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PARAMOUNT ANNOUN 
Owing to the increasing demand for Cecil B. D 


bookings of “The Sign of The Cross” 
from theatres throughout the nation, 
the presentation of this attraction 
will be limited exclusively to road 
show engagements...two perfor- eI 
mances daily... reserved seats... Yjg —e, q 
prices ranging from 50c to $1.00 at IG) 

the matinees and 50c to $1.50 at 
the evening performances ..... 
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THE BURNING OF ROME...THE ORGY AND 
DEBAUCHERY OF NERO...THE EARLY STRUGGLES 
OF THE MARTYRS OF CHRISTIANITY 


From The Play by Wilson Barrett 
Screen Play by Waldemar Young and Sidney Buchman 


with 


FREDRIC MARCH ELISSA LANDI 
CLAUDETTE COLBERT CHARLES LAUGHTON 


and 7500 Other Players 


FOR BOOKINGS APPLY TO J. J. MCCARTHY, ROOM 1904, PARAMOUNT BUILDING, 13.01 B 
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Now in first capacity month, Rialto Theatre, New York 


Beginning Saturday, Dec. 24, Majestic Theatre, Boston, Mass. 
Saturday, Dec. 24, Aldine Theatre, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Saturday, Dec, 24, Wilson Theatre, Detroit, Mich. 

“ Saturday, Dec. 24, Ohio Theatre, Cleveland, Ohio 
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“ Sunday, Dec. 25, Erlanger Theatre Buffalo, °N. Y. 
“s Sunday, Dec. 25, Ford’s Theatre, Baltimore, Md. 
” Sunday, Dec. 25, Hartman Theatre, Columbus, Ohio 
" Sunday, Jan. 8, American Theatre, St. Louis, Mo. 
7 Sunday, Jan. 8, Shubert Theatre, Cincinnati, Ohio 
e ss Sunday, Jan. 15, Erlanger Theatre, Chicago, Ill. 
as Friday, Jan. 20, Biltmore Theatre, Los Angeles, Cal. 
" Sunday, Jan. 22, National Theatre, | Washington, D. C. . 
7 Friday, Jan. 27, Erlanger’s Columbia, San Francisco, Cal. ea 
= _ Monday, Feb. 6, Nixon Theatre, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
s Sunday, Feb. 26, Shubert Theatre, Kansas City, Mo. 


Other bookings in preparation: London, England...Berlin, Germany...Sydney, Australia 
... Paris, France ... Buenos Aires, Argentina... Rio de Janiero, Brazil... Cape Town, 
South ‘Africa... and other capitals throughout the world. 


13.01 BROADWAY, NEW YORK CITY « JOHN C. FLINN, IN CHARGE OF EXPLOITATION 
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Big Fan Mail Slump on Networks; 
Letters Drop as Romance Flops 


































































































LAST MINUTE SWITCH 


| Par Rescinds ‘Arms Picture’ Rights 
It Didn't Own 


Paramount Pictures became leery 


of its authority to grant broadcast 


WGN Makes - 





Office Boys Deed 


All Literary Product to Station 





rights to ‘Farewell to Arms,’ and at 
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a mai NPC and CBS 1 With option time on the way, the practically the last mlnnte arena te Chicago, Dec. 12. ‘Irna “Phillip incident. Historically 
a Se sume the past mak i test of the on Te ae se as nape me Soe Incensed by the discovery that tly pllne B ee oe oe 
tean standings eas to do ft excer ‘oO 4 sees é y> § 4 ay, 
months. Despite statements issued | 2 pen ae nhteeuasalins t. on, p, | tna Phillips, now moved over to}... slipped out of the seattonse 
Radio's Trend story on the Thursday (8) program. VMAG, had taken out a personal ’ 
by the chains last summer that the Mail trend, say observers, re-| Cancellation came in time for the ae a persona’thands. It doesn’t want anything 
imposition of the 3c stamp had done | q, eg andr fF er trae the di- ee alias ; oa see ore copyright. on her radio program,|of that nature to happen again and 
little to depress the mailbag, the oe tion taken by radio entertain- re 7 ¥ ~ ar ‘ . oe : — ~]*Painted Dreams,’ which started and|the contract Migs one ware now 
ae eR aa © onth nent. Medium has passed _ the say 0533 of a bit from ‘Coquette. still runs on WGN, a drastic rule sign is a move for protection. — 
failing has increased every month. | wine. tide t te Discovery that the contract with After notice was posted the WGN 
Only time that the networks get ® |” 4 phsgrte Pe — 4 idee aa: Ernest Hemingway, author, con-|Was promulgated to all employees by employees neglected to take it very 
load worthy of giving the counting peer sty be Be gyri Ps: har sie tained no reference to radio per-|WGN. Rule requires that all em-/|seriously until a cryptic communi- 
Rae 5) od - < - A ~— | formances was made by the pro-|ployees' shall assign exclusive |cation from Quin Ryan, station 
machine a workout is when there’s} they aver, is the romantic and . 3 A ‘ , ) 
nit ik , . eaway, | emotional element mainly responsi- ducing company’s legal department. rights to all radio material of what- manager, caused them to realize 
a response to a sample giveaway ble i et years for ti moet Aten Rights had been given Fleischmann ]|ever nature they may write during | WGN wasn’t kidding. Ryan's let- 
And they're not even clamoring vedas as len hes cisiaan gratis, with Paramount figuring the|the term of their employment with/|ter went to mail clerks, office boys, 
for these samples as much as they seat, MB - i inten the bottel inne wll broadcast as a plug for the picture| WGN or for a period of two years|stenographers and everybody on the 
a entertainment woe unloaded on the version debut on Broadway the|after leaving. payroll as well as to those directly th 
Personal rave to artists hasj|airlanes for granted and sees no same night, Behind the peeve is more than the geo with radio production, ca 
_—* arly | reaso for expressing appreciation. as 9 one 
struck a sharp snag, parthoutarty . eet eb ac Raa have Not Kidding “ 
in past two months. Feeling it} toien a cynical attitude. Only time ‘Several. weeks ago you received 
most are the band leaders. AS for they're interested in the response a certain form which you have not i ica 
singers the passing of the crooning is when they put on a giveaway or filled out and also notes in regard & 
by ianitnig ony ~— ry oe ee a contest. And even these are to it which you have chosen to a 
along with it. rere Ss any Class! judged by the direction of the o ignere. During this time you have 
among ether aay eladnee 3 the ; Saat 8 tay on the sales chart during By Nellie Revell not failed to call for your pay check, - 
garnering anything approaching the ensuing weeks. If this signed form is not in by are 
old missive sluice it's the comedy ; , Saturday there will be no pay check is 
act. And even this is confined to Fan mail is counted but seldom read by advertisers, A fan letter| for you and your services will not is 
just a few of them, chiefly Ed NBC T D from a 12-year-old school child, with no purchasing power, counts for as| pe required by WGN.’ 
Wynn and Jack Peart urns own much as one from the head of a house or a business organization. Radio The agreement was for anything as 
Requests for photos have also ae stations demand quantity, regardless of quality, in fan mail. Realizing] written for the air by employees, an 
dwindled, and very rarely does a Conrad for Wire; this, a fan mail organization is rendering this service to radio artists,|including ‘catch words, slogans, mt 
commercial now use a picture give- guaranteeing letters from all over the country, Discovered. recently | dramatic skits, songs, or any simu- lin 
away as the bid for a letter. La- Columbo on WMCA when, following an audition which was not broadcast, a station received] lation, adaptation or colorful ma- r 
Voris is about the only network ac- hundreds of letters from listeners stating how much they enjoyed the] terial.’ = 
count that’s pulled this angle in the ——- program and asking when the artist would be heard again. The station se 
past three months. It’s offering @/ After obtaining a release of the | decided to answer the letters and found that 90% were returned for bet- | ‘ 
picture of Goodman and Jane Ace.) Russ Columbo contract from the| ter address, marked ‘no such person known,’ or ‘no such address.’ in 
— es: | NEC! artists’ service, Con Conrad ——— fus 
last week applied for a network Camel Account Moves — 
wire for the crooner and his band The Erwin Wasey Advertising Agency suffered a severe loss when the dai 
at the Park Central, New York. Ed| Reynolds Tobacco Company withdrew its account recently. As a result £3 ot 
Scheuing took the request in th?| 70 people were dropped from the payroll inclyding Paul Dumont of the = 
NBC booking office and also with] radio program department. che 
bt the program department and was William Esty, formerly vice-president of the J. Walter Thompson are 
told that the proposition was out. agency, secured the Reynolds’ account, and has tormed a new company. ane 
Conrad several weeks ago asked | All of the billboard, newspaper, magazine advertising and radio pro- | one 
the network to let Columbo out of| grams, including the Camel Cigarette and Prince Albert time, go to Esty. | @us 
his exclusive booking contract with S. L. Rothafel, Jr., will be on the staff. pens 
NBC and permission was readily latinas | . 
granted. Failing to make a contact Record Serial j 7 
with either NBC or CBS, Columbo} ‘foonshine & Honeysuckle,’ NBC sustaining sketch, is being retired me 
seunegenelaiiyd Oe eee ae after having been on the air for 162 weeks; the record for any serial. - pul 
rom W) , local 1, -watter, op- r . : ae i : 
no atresia Lulu Vollmer, its author, has written a script a week during that time. (Pronounced ‘POIKINS’) ; net 
In making its deal with Conrad The Downey Baby . > 
the hotel was said to have antici- The publicity on the birth of the Morton Downey son almost rivals English Lessons the 
pated a release on NBC, despite the that of the Lindbergh heir. On the Air dot 
Columbo withdrawal from the NBC Before George Brickert, WMCA Public Relations Counsel, entered Will learn you to spiel the 
EDDIE LEONARD artists’ service list just before the| paqio he owned polo horses and managed boxers. through de mike—or will hat 
esata Central contract was signa- arene Duchess Marte of Russia will face the mike at NBC next Friday. trade six lessons free for a the 
oe a ‘ ae . ell, with grand duchesses and presidents’ wives—it’s going to be.kind i " | 
THE INTERNATIONAL FAVORITE of tough on Hill Billies on the air! Then again, maybe neti enamel sent oe : 
OF MINSTRELSY — Mrs, Theodore Roosevelt's sponsor would not perMit her tO SING ON | cee eee me } of | 
C d T | t the Unemployment Relief program arranged by Mrs. Frank Vanderlip ; tra 
ana a encies a en last week at Town Hall, even though she was advertised to do so. 
e Beginning next Sunday night WMCA will inaugurate a series of dra- TOM. KENNEDY s 
omy Conmmenre: ey Grrl, itis Seease ores eae a Papier tase Se mater i N.B.G. Present ~— 
é t c n ddies are bs -B.C. Presents 
“THE GREATEST NOVELTY octare town, Nashville. They are etherizing thru WSM, Nashville. Doctor inc 
TRIO ON THE AIR” Ottawa, Ont., Dec. 12 ordered Mother Pickard down in the sunshine. She is recuperating from R A D I Oo etr' 
“The Don Hall Trio sparkled on a : f elt fens an ear infection. ’ ’ per 
the Yeast Hour Thursday night.”— First evidence of Canadia broad- There are several radio stations near New York that depend almost ow 
NICK KENNY (Radio Editor, N. ¥.§| casting control by the Federal | entirely on tryouts for their talent; the programs of one small New York 
Daily Mirror.) Radio Commission came with the | Station being composed entirely of auditions. H U B E % an< 
: cencelatlon OC & prouree 5908-1 mavay'Tar tee oust ts fin tee Boe wg eae or 
sored by a medicine manufacturer, | “Yate Smith has leased Monte Blue's residence for her stay in Holly- Breadway's Newest Hit the 
oo the decision being reached to ban wood. “The heartiest applause, however, ah 
all quack advertising from the air.| Mildred Hunt left WOR last Saturday after being placed there for|f} Wont to the ‘Radio Rubes’ a pulted tha 
TUNE IN 7:30 A. M. Ruling has been made that no/a commercial build up. There being no sale, she retired. from the radio, This team earned | ind 
medicine programs will be per- is Kenneth emg ay _ ta uooreeee by Harold Hackett as produc- the welcome it received.” : | & | 
Mon., Tuce., Wed.. There. Fei. Set mitted except by sanction of the} tion manager on the Lucky Stri e program, : a —N. Y. “Times.” i oo 
‘ ’ 4 me *° 7 Je + Bob Littell, former dramatic critic and columnist on the New York aia — — ; y 
N. B. C. NETWORK ye hy 1 gad lly ‘World, interviews authors and reviews their works each Wednesday |J LOEW'S STATE, NEW YORK, NOW ord 
Mat. M. Gale, 600 Lenox Ave., New York ton by the Caneéian comutiasion night on WOR. = ————— the 
: ; 45 Colonel Lemuel Q. Stoopnagle is in Florida, basking on the sands. gra 
-—_— is the question of advertising | pis partner, Budd, is visiting his parents in Indiana. 
SHH F444444444644464464464 agency fee for radio talent secured Martha, of Martha and Hal, WMCA singing team, is the former vaude- A B E " 
a. >: for air advertisers, It is intimated | ville partner of Frances Holcomb, who comes to you over the air as — 
? D F z that the commish will shut down on | Alice Joy, ed es8: 
z 4| booking fees by agencies. Cissie Loftus gave an audition at an agency last week. tior 
D4 > s Angelo Patri, CBS counsellor on child welfare, is back in the studios the: 
+ AND HIS ORCHESTRA q now for his broadcasts. For a month he has been facing the microphone eou 
: HOTEL ST. FRANCIS $ Gibbons’ Adv. Quits | ** "® Peasite All Together ius tie o 
Mei ee - ‘ = Al Goodman will be the new musical conductor on the Lucky Strike . 
; SAN FRANCISCO z wo Ang — A tig Bee = program. Ann Taylor replaces Leslie Joy in charge of NBC auditions. CALIFORNIA ORCHESTRA e* Par 
PS BROADCASTING ee ee es oe Sate ~| Joy now with Almonte office. Donald Novis leaves next week for the Columbia Broadcasting System tior 
+ MJ.B. Demi-Tasse Revue, NBa, f| Veturers’ Club session when the | Coast where he will spend the holidays. PHILLIP’S DENTAL MAGNESIA of g 
— Monday Nights — F D> present contract expires next week. Station WINS will have a new staff orchestra commencing the first Tues., Thurs., Sat., 8 to 8:15 P.M., E.S.T. the 
Joolumpia Network, Saturday Nights4 Series made its debut Oct. 14,| of the year; Gregoire Franzell, musical director, leaving at that time. 5 ee ea proc hics 12 yee: nun 
4 CBS-Don Lee Chain, Nightly, z Advertisers’ reason for terminating | John Royal is personally supervising the Al Jolson program for NBC, COAST-TO-COAST A 
D4 10 P.M. PST ?/| is that its original intention was to | Another change has been made on the ‘Goldberg’ program. John Elwood, a ; dist 
e Lucky Strike D4 drum up holiday trade v.p., hoping it’s a boy this time. The Paul Whitemans have moved out Ww A B —— a 
+ Met. MUSIC CORP. OF AMERICA z é of the Biltmore, into a 5th avenue apartment, Mary Eastman makes her ge 
¢ — = ; : an ity ce Sg Rg Bh tein se i gone or pn ogy Sunday res 
Pee Se ee Oe eS ee “ over CBS. 1i ewey begins a 15-mi e sustainin orogram 
—$—$—$——— Grocer’s ‘Aunt Jemima’ entitled ‘Songs of the Fireside’ Dec. 15. Ernie Klapholz will be Ferde ciate stri 
; Grofe’s right hand at Radio City. Ted Deglin is cut at the A. & P. rep) 
—— VINCENT SOREY— Cleveland, Dec. 12. agency. Leo Reisman is at Hot Springs, Va., on a short vacation. New ART LINICK enté 
. | Local grocery has signed Judy | Chesterfield orchestra will be billed as Leonard Hayton and His Music the 
Creator of the Sherrill, winner of Paul Whiteman’s}| Scrappy Lambert has applied for a license to drive a perambulator. In His Original Character a 
local audition contest last summer, | Robert Simmons, NBC tenor, is wintering in the hills of Mountainville, é b an 
CAUCHOS PROGRAM | for five morning programs per week Ms de Larry Funk and his ‘band are now through, WLW, Cincinnati. MR. SCHLAGENHAUER Cc 
|}over WGAR on a 10:15 a.m. spot. Old Gold is secretly auditioning. Milton Cross is the only announcer on Sponsored by TASTYEAST ara 
And Many Other Superior Programs §| Singer will be billed as ‘Aunt | NBC allowed to deviate from a script and ad lib. Naldi Nardi, midnight 6 P. M. to 3:15 P. M. CST stri 
CBS Sunday 11 P. M. WABC |! me ey ° ti singer at W MCA, Is in the printing business in the daytime, John Mc- WBBM—Chicago Eve 
4 ee Govern is the husband of Peggy Allenby. ‘spe 
pe — ~ > own 
y 7 Dy "ELY , ‘ES 
THOSE, THREECT WanosY HALL’S STAGE WEEK Yor 
William Hall, baritone, who's EAR of n 
KELLER SISTERS d LYNCH been on a CBS buildup the past £ nun 
an several months, makes his stage : 
debut at the Paradise, Bronx, the AND HIS N.B.C, ORCHESTRA “> 
5th MONTH—WOR—TWICE WEEKLY week of Jan. 6. Appearing Nightly at Grand Terrace Cafe, Chicago ot i 
"2 8:15 P.M., Tuesday and Thursday Other Leow dates are dependent Management, EDWARD FOX stat 
Direction CHAS, MORRISON < on the showing here. 
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Radio-Music Folks 


Think Schuette 


Unfamiliar With Situation. After 
Reading His Opening Press Blast 


Oswald F. Schuette, endowed by 
the National Associatica of Broad- 
casters with ‘absolute powers in 
copyright activities’ unloosed his 
first official blast against the Amer- 
ican Society of Composers, Authors 
& Publishers Friday (9) by way of 
a press release. Both the music 
and radio factions around New York 
are wondering what the statement 
is all about. Consensus of opinion 
is that Schuette in his initial move 
against ASCAP revealed not only 
an uncertain knowledge of the 
music business but a still more 
limited inside info of the operations 


of the industry he is supposed to 
represent. 


Statement declared that Schuette, 
in retaliation for the Society's re- 
fusal to consider a revision of the 
music tax, had issued ‘a sweeping 
ban on song plugging’ and ‘to make 
the ban more effective’ he had ‘ad- 
vised all broadcasting stations to 
make no further requests for spe- 
cial permission to perform music 
which has been placed on the So- 
ciety’s restricted list and to keep 
such restrictions permanent by re- 
fusing to restore to their programs 
any number which has been so 
restricted by the publishers.’ 

Gesture expressed by this state- 
ment uniess made for hullabaloo 
purposes, say those conversant with 
both industries, indicates that Schu- 
ette had not taken the time before 
issuing it of making inquiries on 
the subject. Had he done so, they 
declare, he would have found that 
the restricted numbers the past year 
have averaged less than 5% of all 
the songs released and that the two 
national chains between them use 
at their own request less than 10% 
of all the ‘special permission’ music 
transmitted over their hookups. 

Schuette, they say, would have 
also found that one advertising 
agency, J. Walter Thompson, alone 
includes in its programs more re- 
etricted music than NBC obtains 
permission for to go into the chain’s 
own sustaining sessions on the red 
and blue networks combined. In 
ether words, aver these observers 
ef the music and radio trades, it’s 
the commercial programs that make 
a heavy play for the latest numbers 
that are not available to anyone, 
and the question then comes up as 
to whether the broadcasting indus- 
try in carrying out the Schuette 
order will attempt to interfere with 


the makeup of their clients’ pro- 
grams. 
Chain Pressure Doubted 


That the chains themselves will 
@ssay any pressure in that direc- 
tion, or even the local stations 
themselves in dealing with local ac- 
counts, is very much doubted by 
the advertising agencies. Neither 
do they anticipate refusal on the 
Part of the networks of local sta- 
tions to go throuzh the formalities 
of getting permission for them from 
the Society when certain restricted 
Rumbers are required. 

As for the recorded programs 
distributed for spot broadcasting, 
agencies say they do not expect a 
station to reject a commercial disc 
Just because it contains a_ re- 
stricted number. Bankrolled shows 
represented by these three modes of 
entertainment sources, according to 
the records of the NBC program 
department and the leading radio 
dic recording studios in New York, 
make up more than 90% of the re- 
stricted music used on the air. 
Even in the days when mention of 
‘special permission of the copyright 
Owners’ was mandatory, it was rare 
for the stations distant from New 
York to take the trouble frequently 
of making application for restricted 
humbers to go into their sustaining 
Programs. 

Outside of the commercial sources 
of income, the networks and local 
Stations alke, declare the music 





Radio’s Stage Ma 





In show business they have 
to contend with the _ stage 
mother. Around the networks 
it's the studio wife, usually 
the unofficial manager, off and 
on, of her artist-husband. 

She’s almost as annoying as 
the advertiser's family. 

















GANNETT CHAIN 
BIDS FOR AIR 
CIRCUIT 


Gannett newspaper chain has set 
out to get into the broadcasting 
business on an extensive scale. It’s 


primarily interested in obtaining 
stock control in stations located in 
towns where it has a newspaper 
and eventually, with the pickup of 
other outlets in nearby territory, 
weave them all into a regional net- 
work. 

Newspaper organization has al- 
ready acquired WHEC, Rochester, 
N. Y., and has made offers for sta- 
tions in Utica, Elmira, Syracuse and 
Albany. If negotiations are con- 
summated and the outlets gathered 
into a link it will make the first 
network owned or operated by a 
newspaper chain. 

Hearst started out with a similar 
project some time ago but hasn’t 
got beyond WINS, New York, and 
WCAE, Pittsburgh, in the east, and 
WISN, Milwaukee, in the midwest. 





men, will, if they attempt to heed 
the Schuette instructions, have to 
contend with the dance bands fill- 
ing hotel and cafe spots. Most of 
these remote pickups pay their own 
wire tolls and the music men ques- 
tion whether the chains or local 
stations will on this score advise 
the orchestras what numbers they 
shall or shall not play while on the 
air. 

Music publishing industry cannot 
see anything in the Schuette move 
to get perturbed about. Aside from 
the fact that the restricted class 
itself is of such negligible per- 
centage, they aver there’s nothing 
to prevent them, if necessary, to 


abolish the restriction idea al- 
together. 

Retaliation 
Schuett’s statement openly de- 


clares that the ‘ban’ was issued in 
retaliation for ASCAP’s refusal to 
revise the commercial music con- 
tract so that broadcasters would 
be released from paying royalties 
on programs not using the So- 
ciety’s music. Later in the press 
release he charges that ‘song plug- 
ging’ and the ‘restricted list have 
become serious nuisances and have 
interfered with the artistic com- 
pilation of programs.’ And regard- 
less of the ‘artistic’ avowal, in the 
next sentence he states: ‘Publish- 
ing houses should understand that 
once they have placed a composi- 
tion on the ‘restricted list,’ it*® will 
remain there, at least until ASCAP 
has given some evidence of a gen- 
uine desire to deal fairly with the 
broadcasters.’ 

At the NAB convention in St. 
Louis several weeks ago Schuette 
was given the portfolio of Director 
of Copyright Activities and also 
carte blanche to carry on his cam- 
paign against the Society as he 
deemed fit. Among the counter! 
moves he proposed to the conven- 
tion was the organization of broad- 
casting’s Own music publishing 
combine, which he labelled the 
Radio Program Foundation, 


‘CBS PROBING 
OINGERS GRAVY 





Vocalists Favored by Pub- 


Bands on Payroll, Too— 
CBS 
stricting All Songs to) 
Once in Three Hours Till 
Finding Solution 





FEW DON’T TAKE 





Song plug payoff evil which 
fermerly§ infested vaudeville and 
cafes mainly has moved into radio. 
Practice of getting it across the 
palm from music publishers, or else, 
has not only become the general 
thing among mike singers of more 
or less repute but there are several 
advertising agency program pro- 
ducers who, through having the last 
word on what numbers shall or 
| shall not go on their clients’ shows, 
have recently stepped, as com- 
pared to their salaries, into the big 
money. 


Seriousness has already impressed 
itself upon the networks. Subject 
was brought up at meeting of CBS 
execs last week. Those present ad- 
mitted they were in a quandary as 
to what action could be taken, but 
out of the discussion came an order 
to the program department in- 
structing it to restrict the broad- 
casting of the latest song releases 
among singers on sustaining to no 
more than one number every three 
hours for all after 6 p.m. Network 
officials agreed at the meeting that 
it would be difficult to exercise a 
similar restraint over warblers 
paid by commercials but it could at 
least make a gesture toward stamp- 
ing out the take stuff among artists 
on its own payroll. 





Singers Best Plugs 

Music publishers have in recent 
months discovered that a popular 
warbler on the air could do far more 
toward giving a song an effective 
sheet sales buildup than a dance 
orchestra. From a band the words 
| may or may not get an airing dur- 
ing the broadcast, but even if it 
did, the publishers came to realize 
it was the lyric interpretation given 
a number by the singer featured or 
starred in his own right on the net- 
work that made the deepest impres- 
sion. 

Where once the publishers made 
a concentrated play upon name or- 
¢hestras and other orchestras, either 
cutting them in or laying it on the 
line, or both, the shift in plug in- 
terests has veered sharply toward 
the vocalists. Lists of dance bands 
considered by publishers as worthy 
of being continued in the receiving 
class has been cut down to a mere 
few, with the major part of this 
plug honorarium now going to the 
warbling clan. 

It not only pervades the lesser 
money strata of mike pop singers 
but extends, and is methodically 
practiced among the top names in 
radio. There are some in the latter 
group who will not under any cir- 
cumstances include a new release in 
their repertoire other than for the 
reason of merit. 


‘Happy’ on the Hoof 


San Francisco, Dec. 12. 

Don Lee-CBS network figures to 
cash in on the popularity of its 
| daily matinee program, the Happy 
| Go Lucky hour, and to that end 
| will send the program for a month 
}apiece at KHJ, Los Angeles; KGB, 
|San Diego, and KDB, Santa Bar- 
hare. Move will be maée Jan. 1. 
gang leaving its home = station, 
KFRC, at that time. 

Lee chain figures the presence of 
the gang at its other studios will 
| create much interest in those three 
|}communities, with general public 
invited to sit in on the daily mati- 
nee broadcasts, handled by Al 











» Pearce. 


in Quandary —Re-| 


lishers for Song Plugs— 





| the scripts used on the Lucky Strike 
| series. 





Keeping Angels Out of Rehearsals 
Would Prevent Many the Floppo 





Pitts. Wall Flower 





Pittsburgh, Dec. 12. 

Lynden Morrow, ‘Post-Gazette 
radio editor who broadcasts 
news flashes over station 
WWSW, claims a record. 

In the 10 months that he has 
been aircasting, he hasn't re- 
ceived a single letter, either 
for or against. 














NO ALIBI FOR 
AIR OFFICE 
STUPIDITY 


The most glaring sample 
week of plain ignorance in a net- 
work was a woman seemingly in an 
important spot, calling together a 
group of five writers. Each writer 
has his own rep. One is the author 
of two Broadway stage hits. 


last 


+ 


Chicago, Dec. 12. 
One of the toughest problems in 
the theatre is to prevent the angel 
or money man from attending re- 


hearsals and spoiling the show, 
That has become, with a somewhat 
different twist, a major prob!em in 
radio production. 
Clarence L. Menser, production 
director for NBC here, hinted at 
this fact in a speech he delivered 
last week before a group of ad- 
vertising officials at Marshall 
Field’s. He said that usually when 
an experienced production man was 
called in on the job the damage 
was irreparable or well nigh so, 
He touched iightly on actors that 
he ‘knew to be temperamental’ and 
clients whom he strongly suspected, 
What tact prevented Menser from 
saying bluntly some of his listeners 
filled in privately. Hardly an agency 
but can spin yarns, amusing or 
tragic, about the meddlesome Ii_b« 
its of clients when radio programs 
are proposed. Menser’s claim that 
the production director is called in 
too late was interpreted to mean 


whole proposition had ceased to be 
a business deal and had becc ne 
personal. 





When gathered they were in- 
formed that an audition of soandso 
would be run off for them and then 
they would be told the rest. After 
that the rest was that each writer 
should send in a continuity for the 
audition’s material, and if one of 
the five were chosen, its writer 
would receive $100. 


MABEL WITHEE STAGING 
COMEBACK VIA RADIO 


Mabel Withee, former musical 
comedy prima donna and now the 
wife of Larry Puck, RKO agent, is 
coming out of five years’ retire- 
ment for a once weekly commercial 
spot over WMCA, New York. She 
starts singing for Blynn Shoes this 
week. 

Miss Withee retired shortly after 
her marriage to Puck. They have 
a baby son. 


Mrs. Jack London Wants 
Broadcast for S. A. Trip 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 

If tying up with one of the na- 
tional chains, Mrs. Jack London, 
widow of the writer, will broadcast 
by short wave the account of an 
exploring trip through South Amer- 
ica on which she is starting Jan. 15. 
A representative of Mrs. London 
is here making arrangements for 
the program, which would be for 15 
minutes, four times weekly. 

Mrs. London’s party will travel 
on Hamas and carry a 180-pound 
wireless set to broadcast from the 
wilderness. Under the scheme, the 
short waves are to be picked up in 
Panama and re-broadcast for the 
U. S. chain. 

Attempt is being made to tie up 
with the Parent-Teachers’ associa- 
tions to indorse the program. 














‘Sharlie’ as Book 


Deal is on between Jack Pearl 
and William K. Wells, on the one 
hand, and Scribners for the publica- 
tion in book form of excepts from 





Collection will be titled ‘Vas | 
| You There Sharlie?’ 
| Besides Shapiro-Bernstein, two 
|}other music publishers, Santly | 
Bros. and Remick, registered this | 

title with the MPPA but the S-B| 
| Version, by virtue of being a day} 
|}ahead of the others, got the official | 
j okay. } 


In a theatrical production a piay 
doctor even at the last minute can 
do wonders by ruthless blue pen« 
ciling but that’s almost impossible 
in radio because when a program 
has gone ‘hat far every change 
becomes a personal affront to 
somebody in the agency, to the ad- 
vertiser’s Aunt Matilda who insists 
upon Chopin’s Nocturne, to the 
vice-president’s wife who thinks a 
certain tenor has lovely eyes. And 
so on. 

Need Showmanship 

Menser kept rapping home the 
need for showmanship saying ‘ag 
we get away from the idea of radio 
as a novelty and. proceed on the as- 
sumption that it’s show business 
with a crying need for showman- 
ship we will build shows instead 
of just letting them happen.’ 

Lack of sufficient rehearsing was 
stressed. ‘I have spent as much 
as 10 hours rehearsing a half hour 


show and it wasn’t a minute over- 
rehearsed,’ he declared. ‘I know 
that once in a while some one 


comes along with a brainstorm that 
is thrown together in 10 minutes 
and makes a hit with it, but for 
every one like that there are hun- 
dreds of programs that go into te 
ash can.’ 


Many Acts for Sing Sing 
Air Show; Jumping by Bus 


Special buses, cleared by state 
troopers both ways, will take the 
radio bill which Perry Charles of 
WHN arranged, to Sing Sing Sun- 
day (18) for a prisoners’ show. 

Talent will comprise: George Hall, 
Jack Dempsey, Abe Lyman and Guy 





Lombardo orchestras; m. c.’s: Hey- 
wood Broun, Ted Husing, Norman 
Brokenshire, Georgie Price, Jack 


White, Bob Taplinger and Charles 
Winninger, the latter to pace the 
Maxwell Show Boat program in- 
cluding Lanny Ross, Jules Bledsoe, 


Molasses and January, and Annette 
Hanshaw. “a 

From WHN: Joe Carter, George 
Schaub, Agnes Dawson. From CBS: 
Lulu Bates and Jerry Bergen, Red 
Heads, Roy Atwell, Street Singer, 
Ben Alley, Boswell Sisters, Stoop- 
nagle and Budd. 

NBC is represented by Pickens 
Sisters, Joe White, May Singhi 
Breen and Peter De Rose, Gus Van, 
Dr. Rockwell, Clarence Williams 
Trio and Eva Taylor. Also Uncle 
Don, Pick and Pat, Keller Sisters 


WOR; The Avia- 
and accompanists 
Eddie Lambert, 
Mickey Addy. 


and Lynch from 
tors, WPAP; 

Minnie Blauman, 
Harry Link and 
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VAUD BREAK IN 
FOR RADIO'S 
PROGRAM 


with a 





Radio first experiment 
small time break-in, a 
ville, for a program with network 


will take place at 


la vaude- 


possibilities, 


WAAT, indie station in Jersey 
City, with CBS interested in the 
results. Pete Dixon and Alene 


Berry (Mrs. Dixon), formerly of the 
Raising Junior commercial on NBC, 
will do the program. 

information that the program is 
trying out for a network spot will 
be included in the announcements 
and billing. WAAT’s local au- 
dience will be asked to write in 
opinions and make suggestions. 

Intention is to carry out the ex- 
periment for six weeks on a once 
weekly broadcast basis, using the 
original script. Dixon expects to 
locate the flaws in his series dur- 
ing that time, using the WAAT 
listeners’ reactions as guide. 

This method as opposed te the 
present cold opening for network 
programs, is what CBS is inter- 
ested in. The network sees in the 
idea a medium for polishing up in 
advance, rather than waiting until 
the first broadcast is over after 
the program has already reached 
the radio big time. 

The Dixon series, as yet untitled, 
will be a musical half hour with a 
story. It is figured the program 
won't be heard by many outside the 
WAAT area. Station broadcasts on 
300 watts and operates in the day- 
time only. 

CBS’ mterest was drawn in after 
he idea was formulated by Dixon 

Nf! WAAT’s program manager, C. 
J. Ingraham. 





Earl Burtnett’s band bows out of 
Hotel Mark Hopkins, Frisco, this 
week with Johnny Hamp replacing. 


Don 
estor 


HOTEL LEXINGTON 


48th St. at Lexington Av. 
NEW YORK 
VICTOR BECORDS 








ON WEAF 
AND WOR 
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TODAY— 
RADIO IS SHOW BUSINESS! 
The Star Performer of the Air out- 
draws and earns more than the stage 
star of yesterday— 
HOW LONG WILL IT LAST? 
Make today’s income protect you 
against tomorrow’s idleness! 
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Song Writin’ Papa 

Morton Downey, Jr.. came 
into this world coincidental 
with his father’s opening at 
the Capitol, New York, Friday 
(9), the same ~night that 
Downey also did his stuff for 
Woodbury on CBS. While 
waiting around for the event to 
happen, Downey and Jack 


Erickson, at the hospital, wrote 
‘Welcome Home, Little 
Stranger.’ 

Downey sang it from script 
at the Capitol and the pub- 
lishers are bidding for it. It’s 
not yet placed. 


NOT ENOUGH 
FOR SHOW 


National Broadcasting Company's 
dabbling in the legit was shortlived 
and unsuccessful. Its single attrac- 
tion, “Tompkins Corners,” lasted two 
weeks in Pennsylvania and New 
York one-nighters. 














GAG KILLING 
BURNS SCRIPTER 


Script acts are hollering murder 
at the manner in which the ad 
agencies and sundry program ad- 
visors are murdering scripts, killing 
gags and ‘suggesting’ changes. 
Multiplicity of these squawks 
points to considerable meddling 
from within. The performers, many 
of whom are frankly grateful for 
the air opportunities, abide by and 
accede to all suggestions and 
changes, but those who have already 
established themselves are letting 
off steam. 

Protestation is that their own 
conception of gags and material for 
laugh returns is consistently over- 
ruled by officiously inept radio 
supervisors. 


CANTOR’S EXTRA 52 FOR 
C&S, ALL FROM COAST 


Eddie Cantor this week will sign 
a contract with Chase & Sanborn 
coffee for 52 additional broadcasts, 
to start at the expiration of his 
current 21-week contract. Four 
broadcasts have already been done 
of the 21, for which Cantor gets 
$2,500, plus $750 for scripts. 

Under the new 62-week termer, 
arrangements are being made to 
broadcast from the coast. This will 
cost the account an additional 
$2,100 weekly. In the past coast 
broadcasting has been avoided due 
to these extra charges. 

Sometime after the first of the 
year, with the children coming 
east for the holidays, the Cantors 
will return to California by boat 
through the canal. 


Kate Smith’s Added Time 


As Boost for Par Picture 


Hollywood, Dec. 12, 


Starting this week, Kate Smith 
will be heard locally six days a week 
instead of the three formerly on her 
Congress Cigar national program. 


Paramount is playing for the 
added programs as a means of popu- 
larizing the singer in this section, 
prior to release of her picture, 
‘Hello Everybody.’ 

Miss Smith was not heard on the 
Coast until she came here for her 
picture. New programs will go from 
KNX, as do the national half hours 
during her stay here. 

















. 9 . * 
McLaughlin’s Tripling 
Tommy McLaughlin is the only 
three-ply commercial songster on 
the air for all the networks includ- 
ing WABC, WEAF and WOR for 
three different accounts. 

Barytone has just been re-signed 
for the ‘Threads of Happiness’ pro- 
gram on CBS for 28 more weeks. 
































Sole publicity given the show was 
by radio. All local advertising, in- 
cluding newspapers, was passed up. 

Business was unprofitable. NBC 
stated that illness of a lead caused 
the closing. 

Bookings were arranged directly 
with local managers, but it was dis- 
covered that some dates had not 
been filled. NBC then called in 
booking specialists, who filled in the 
open time, but could not eliminate 
jumps which were excessive for a 
one-nighter. 





Snag Over Boswells, 
Tracy for Vaude; RKO 


Wants Percentage Deals 


CBS’ negotiations with RKO for 
routes for the Boswell Sisters and 
the Street Singer (Arthur Tracy) 
have struck a snag over terms. Cir- 
cuit is willing to play Tracy in sev- 
eral spots on a $1,750 guarantee 
basis, but for the harmony team it 
refused to do better than straight 
percentage. 

Network is demanding for Tracy 
the same salary of $2,500 he re- 
ceived when he played the Palace 
last August. In addition to that 
it’s asking for a percentage cut, 
on the ground that he’s worth at 
least $3,500 on the road, a source 
that he hasn’t tapped yet. CBS 
scaled the Boswells at $3,500 for 
road dates, with a guarantee of at 
least half that sum and an even 
split over house average. 

Spots offered the two acts are 
Boston, Cincy, Brooklyn, Cleveland, 
Chicago, Kansas City, Milwaukee, 
Minneapolis, New Orleans, Omaha 
and Providence. 








New Can. Radio Commish 
Won't Aid in the West 


Ottawa, Dec. 12. 
First official act of Chairman 
Hector Charlesworth of the new 
Canadian Radio Commission was to 
refuse government aid, either in 
finances or facilities, for the exten- 
sion of outstanding commercial net- 
work programs regularly broadcast 
in Ontario and Quebec to the Ca- 
nadian west for the purpose of im- 
proving radio material in_ the 
prairie provinces. Country-wide 
hook-ups by industrial companies 
in Ontario have become conspicuous 
by their absence during the past 
year because of the expense of wire 
services. 
A negative decision by Charles- 
worth proved a shock to western 
radio fans at whose insistence the 
Canadian Commission was largely 
established in order to correct un- 
balanced broadcasting conditions. 
Another demand is from the 
French Canadians of Quebec for 
French language programs under 
federal auspices. 





‘Family’ as Film 
San Francisco, Dec. 12. 
When John Swallow came up 
from the Radio Pictures lot last 
week he handed out a feeler to 
Carlton Morse of NBC's production 
staff on Morse’s radio serial, ‘One 
Man’s Family,’ which has been on 





| NBC cast with all 
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the western network for 30 weeks. 

‘Family’ is the domestic serial 
characters get- 
ting their parts because they looked 


|as well as played them according to 


specifications. Possibility that if a 


| picture deal goes through, some of 


the radio cast will be used. 





2 New Commercials 
San Francisco, Dec. 12. 

Two new January commercials 
}are set for- local air lanes, ‘Un- 
known Hands,’ recorded serial, goes 
on KEFRC twice weekly for Beech- 
nut gum, beginning Jan. 3. 

Eno Crime Club, also transcrip- 
} tion, which previously came over 
| NBC through KFRC, goes to KPO 
| Jan. 31 for 52 weeks. 
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Ethel Ponce of the Ponce Sisters 
has composed an instrumental nov- 
elty, ‘Happiness,’ which Robbins 
and Campbell-Connelly will publish 
on both sides of the Atlantic. 

Walter O’Keefe and his wife, Ro- 
berta Robinson, of the Chi ‘Of Thee 
I Sing,’ have a picture offer. 

Jose Schorr, attorney and cum 
laude grad, does radio cols. for vari- 
ous weeklies. 

Fred Astaire recorded the two 
Cole Porter hits from ‘Gay Divorce’ 
with the Leo Reisman ork for Vic- 
tor, doing the vocal choruses. 

Ben Alley tops his prolific record 
for benefits with eight scheduled on 
Sunday. 

Office of Frank Mason, NBC v.-p. 
in charge of publicity, has been 
moved down to the seventh floor. 

Al Gaber brought in by Frank 
Black, new general musical direc- 
tor, as musicians’ contractor for the 
NBC studios. 

David Percy, the Wandering Boy 
for Bi-So-Dol on WABC, N. Y., is 
slated for Loew personal appear- 
ances. 

CBS contract with the Funnybon- 
ers has been renewed for another 
year. 

Fan mail at NBC down 50% as 
compared with last year. 

Chauncey Parsons in New York 
from Chicago for a commercial 
contact. 

E. P. H. James, NBC statistical 
wiz, took a quick course in public 
speaking before filling an invitation 
to address an advertising club in 
Baltimore. 

Ida Bailey Allen stays on CBS for 
Best Food’s Nucoa for another 13 
weeks. 

George Luft Co. moves its Tangee 
cosmetics plug from NBC to CBS, 
Jan. 17, with Keller, Sargent and 
Ross picked to entertain. 

It’s John Clark, Sr., now for the 
gen. mgr. of Crosley’s stations in 
Cincinnati. Junior’s initial audition 
carded him as a protege of Smilin’ 
Ed McConnell. 

Elmer Dressman, Cincy scribe, is 
publicity and continuity director for 





NBC BOYS PUSHED OUT 
OF RANGE OF CONGRESS 


Washington, Dec. 12. 

NBC's bright idea for airing the 
actual debates last TFuesday from 
the floor of Congress made history 
but it had an ignomious ending. 
Boys set up in room just off floor 
with idea of describing scene as it 
went on. 

Then they found that by leaving 
the door open and setting mike in it 
they could pick up words of legis- 
lators. It was perfect scoop on CBS 
until lawmakers got wise and David 
Lawrence and announcer were un- 
ceremoniously eased out of their 
stronghold into the corridor. 


Olds’ Big Show 


Before starting on his regular 
Saturday night series«for the auto 
maker George Olsen will do a full 
hour’s broadcast for Oldsmobile the 
evening of Dec. 28. Contact is now 
being made with picture studios on 
the coast for a guest star tie-up, 
with the names cut into the hour's 
jamboree from that end. Idea is 
similar to that effected by the com- 
mercial last New Year’s Day when 
it had Marie Dressler and Clark 
Gable on the program with Paul 
Whiteman. 

Regular Saturday night stanza 
makes its debut Jan. 7, with head- 
line spotting also going to Gus 
Van and Ethel Shutta. Latter se- 
ries will be given a 58-station hook- 
up over the red (WEAF) link, for 
a minimum of 13 weeks. 
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WCKY, Covington, Ky., succeeding 
Jack Snow, who jumped to New 


Mid-West 


Edith Grith, from presentations, 
will get a buildup from WGN, Chi- 
cago. 

Admiral Byrd’s plane came down 
in Cleveland, but a hasty clearing 
of the blue network allowed him to 
broadcast his address from WTA M, 
which was loudspeakered to the 
American Farm Bureau banquet in 
Chicago in lieu of his personal ap- 
pearance. 

Leonard Salvo, WGN, organist on 
Sundays at Belmont, Chicago. 

Ed Wynn's special Texaco broad- 
cast from Grand Opera House, Chi, 
sold out at $1 head and Mayor Cer- 
mak distributed the money to 
charity. 

Myrt of CBS’ ‘Myrt and Marge’ 
had to be written out of the script 
at a couple of hours’ notice last 
week by Bobby Brown, their author. 
me missed two broadcasts from a 
c . 

Five stitches had to be taken in 
Charles Kreitsinger’s jaw folowing 
an auto smashup in Lincoln Park, 
Chicago. Brother Gene carried on 
at the WBBM with Ed Frickman as 
pinch-hitter. 


More KHJ Outs 


Los Angeles, Dec. 12. 
KHJ continues changes in its pere 
sonnel that have given the station a 
new production chief, commercial 
manager and chief announcer. 
Albert Hay Malotte, recently en- 
gaged as organist, is out, with sta- 
tion intending to spend less money 
for talent of this sort. Marshall 
Grant repiaces. Donald Grant, 
tenor, resigned to m.c. at the local 
Paramount. J. Van Norstrand has 
been added to the writing staff, and 
Charles Irwin is off as ‘Merrymak- 
ers’ m.c. after three weeks. 
Kenneth Niles, new chief ari- 
nouncer, succeeds Irwin. 



































“The Sherlock Holmes of Melody” 


SIGMUND SPAETH 


MILLIONS ARE TRAILING 


“THE TUNE DETECTIVE” 
(NOW IN ITS SECOND YEAR) 
WIZ Tuesdays at 10:15 P. M. 





“THE SONG SLEUTH” 
WJZ Thursdays at 8:15 P. M. 
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| America Is Singing with 











Known Star on Radio 


THE TEXAN 


The Sweetest Voice in the World 


The Lone Star of Texas 
Will Soon Be a Nationally 

















| VOICES OF NESTLE’S CHOCOLATEERS , 


WIZ—FRIDAYS, 8-8:30 P. M.—NBC BLUE NETWORK 





HOBERT HENDRIE 
FRED WILSON 


THE RONDOLIERS ae 


ROY HALLEE 
GEORGE GOVE 


Arranger 
CHARLES TOUCHETTE i 





SYLVIA STONE 


i 
THE THREE TONES ' 


MARTHA BOYER 


BARBARA WEEDEN 





UNDER DIRECTION OF 


‘PHIL, ‘SPITALNYyY | 








A. KUZNETZOFF 
with “JOLLY RUSSIANS” from 
RUSSIAN KRETCHMA (Rest) 244 E. 14th St. 


TUESDAYS, 10:15 P.M., 54th Consecutive Week 


STATION WOR 
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One Solution for Stations Not Available to 
Brazil Coffee—Whiteman 


Difficulty of clearing desired time 
on allied 
ing up consummation of a deal that 
will have the Brazilian Coffee Co. 


bankroll Paul Whiteman’s Sunday 
evening concerts over NBC. Early 
evening niches are available in the 
east, but other programs have the 
western end of both the red and 
blue links tied up. 

Network and the commercial are 
eonsidering solving the problem in 
one of two ways. Either White- 
man can put on two broadcasts on 
Sundays, one for the eastern hook- 
up and the other for the west, or 
pipe each session into the RCA- 
Victor recording studios in Camden 
and use these discs on the sup- 
plementary stations not included in 
the wired web the following Sunday 
evening. 

Latter would mean a decided de- 
parture from the policy against the 
use of discs enunciated by M. H. 
Aylesworth two years ago. At that 
time the NBC prexy declared him- 
self as firmly opposed to recorded 
programs. 

As it is the chain has a spot 
broadcasting bureau booking time 
for stations under its direct opera- 
tion. Bureau was opened this fall 
and with few exceptions the pro- 
grams placed on these outlets were 


western stations is hold- 


of the recorded variety. Handling 
of the discs for Brazilian coffee 


among the western allied outlets 
will place the chain in the position 
of openly competing with indie time 
placers such as World Broadcasting 
and Scott Howe Bowen. 








JACK DENNY 


AND ORCHESTRA 


Waldorf-Astoria Hotel 
Victor Records 
Lucky Strike Dance Hour 
Whitman Chocolates 


WJZ & WOR 
Management M. C. A. 


WEAF WABC 














PICK and PAT 
MALONE PADGETT 
Tune in for a Million Laughs 


Known to the Radio World as 





‘Molasses and January’ 


in 


Maxwell House Show Boat 





WEAF, THURSDAYS, 9 P.M. 
as as 
‘Pick and Pat’ ‘Sooty & Box Car’ 
“in in 
Macy Minstrels Friendship Town 


WOR, Tues.8:30 pm. WJZ, Tues. 9:30 p.m. 


PAT and PICK 














TONY WONS 


(AND HIS SCRAP BOOK) 


| R YOU LISTENIN’? | 








WABC 
Daily at 9:30 A. M. 
I'm Introducin’ 
“A Pair of Red Heads” 
Pegyy Keenan & Sondra Phillips 


| R YOU WATCHIN’? 














| originally 


} ® e | 
session resumed the previous rou- | 
: * . | 

tine of crossfire and bit gagging. 
Preparation of the patter was | 














SKEERED 


Jack Fulton Didn’t Like Following 
Downey in Capitol Show 


Following a squawk lodged by the 
Paul Whiteman organization, Ed 
Scheuing of NBC called up Morton 
Downey and asked whether he 
wouldn't oblige NBC by moving his 
opening c -te (9) at the Capitol back 
a week. Jack Fulton had com- 
plained to Whiteman about spotting 
him on the same bill with Downey 


and routining him to follow the 
CBS tenor. 
Downey ‘refused to cancel. Run- 


ning arrangement of the Capitol bill | 
] 


has Downey on f ind the White- 


man band follow.n:s. 
of 
had 


make. 
Fulton. 


Sid Silvers Off 
C. D. Over Mrs. 


when 
program 


the opening day Downey 


his commercial 





Squabble which has been brewing 
for several weeks between the Jack 
Benny family and Sid Silvers over 
the lines that the latter author 
arrogated to himself in the broad- 
casts wound up last week with Sil- 
suddenly being dropped from 


as 


vers 
the Canada Dry program. 
settled for the balance of Silvers’ 
138-week contract after had 
handed in his ultimatum that either 


Account 


Benny 


he or Silvers woul have to go. 
Trouble over a claim made by 
Mary Livingstone (Mrs. Benny) 


that Silvers in preparing the script 
had as each broadcast unfolded cut 
down on her part and built up his 
own mike contribution with more 
lines. It looked to her, Mrs. Benny 
complained, as though it was Sil- 
vers’ intention te eliminate her 
together. 
Writer Denies Charge 

Benny took up the cudgel for his 
frau and took the grievance to the 
commercial and its agency rep, 
N. W. Ayer. During a subsequent 
ineeting of the cast in the agency's 
offices Silvers heatedly expressed 
his resentment of the Benny fam- 
ily’s charges, describing them as 
‘unfounded and malicious.’ Verbal 
set-to came to a climax when Benny 
demanded an immediate showdown, 
that either Silvers was let out or he 
and Mrs. Benny would walk. } 

Silvers’ contract with Canada Dry | 
had seven more weeks to go ana he 
was paid off in full. With last Sun- 
day (11) night’s stanza the con- 
tinuity built around the experiences | 
of a legit producer and authored | 
by Silvers was 
and the script portion of the 


al- | 


aban- | 


doned, 


turned back exclusively to Harry W. 
Conn. 

Canaila Dry state 
intention of replacing Silvers with 
another gag man of similar stand- 
ing, but te confine the payroll to the 
Ted Weems band and the Bennys. 


ad that it has no| 


| 











Only excep- | 
tion to this setup was the last show | 


to | 
On that occasion he followed | 








| 
| Too Fast 
The Hague, Dec. 1 
Announcer on one of the 
Dutch staticns was fired be- 
-} cause after making his an- 
nouncement at midnight, fin- 
ishing up with ‘Good night 
everybody, we wish you all a 
<ood night’s rest.’ The micro- 
phone was still on when he fol- 
lowed this up with ‘And now 
you all can go to H—.’ 











$900 TOP MONEY 
FOR AIR GAGGER 


Arthur Sheekman and Nat Perrin 
| who gagged for the Marx Bros. pic- 
tures, along with Tom M« ‘Knight 
George Oppenheimer from the 
agency, plus Richy Craig, Jr.,} 
whose $500 a week makes Craig 








; and 


ad 


| money radio gagster, are all com- 
bining to do their stuff for the 
Marxes’ Standard Oil programs. In 
addition, the ad agency as- 

| signed two special publicists, 

‘old Fricken and Alton + ¥* 

' handle the Five Star Theatre series 

‘of S. O. air programs. 

| Andy Rice and Billy K. Wells a 


Pit nae _¥- 
Freedman 
Fa 


“earl’s comedy 
Cantor has David 
favorite collaborator; 
Preble, at $350 a week, was 
| money, until the Craig-Marx 
is writing exclusively for Ed Wynn; 


| Jack 
| Eddie 


jas his 


| W. Conn, Eugene Conrad, Al Boas- 
} berg and Carroll Carroll from 
| J. Walter Thompson agency 

had the biggest battery 
|contributors over a long 
| time. 


NBC’s Non-Commercial 
Frisco Actors Al! Out 
if Unsold by Xmas) 


San Francisco, Dec. 12. 
om may be lowered at ie 


of 





The t 





}out 


Christmas time as the 
trial period for sustaining 
ends, and all non- sponsored | 
artists are supposed to get the gate 
if they haven't been sold 
past quarter-year. 

Those are New York orders, 
here two months and 
to take effect the 
Christmas. 


about 
weeks’ 
talent 


sent 
due 


azo, 


night 





HENRY BELLOWS AS CBS’  «:. 


WASHINGTON LOBBYIST |; 


Washington, Dec. 12. 
policy of networks to build 
up major outlets in Washington 
was again indicated by announce- 
ment that Henry A. Bellows, CBS 


New 








top 
deal, 


| and Burns and Allen, with Harry 


Benny's Squawk: 


the 
have 
comedy 
period of 


within | 


before | 
' 
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‘Those Audition Blues’ Sad Lament 
Of Those Who Can't Crash Radio 


| 





| Three Hi-Jinks Comics 


| East for NBC Program 


Hollywood, Dec, 12. 
Warner's KF WB loses three of the 
facts on the weekly Hi-Jinks pro- 
;}gram with the departure to New 
| York of Ken Browne, Cliff Arquette 
pe ‘Red’ Corcoran, who go under 
contract to Blackman’s Advertising 
agency for an NBC program, 
Three comics will work as a unit 
— the title ‘Three Public 
Snemies.’ 
, Vivian 


ps 
oL 


Knight, teamed 
as Ken and Sally, remains 
jon Hi-Jinks to work with 
|Johnny Murray. First of the re- 
| placement acts going on the local 
|program is Kerr and Fay, boy and 
lgirl team. Two or three other sin- 


grow ne 
the 


top| sles and teams will also be added. 





Advertisers Want 


“To Walk During 
Pre-Xmas Slump 


Broadcasting feels the pre-Christ- 
mas pinch as much if not more than 





the theatre business. Advertisers 
have tried to get a clause inserted 
in their time contracts permitting 


; them to lay off their programs for 
| two or three weeks prior to Christ- 
|} mas, but the networks have held out 
against any such concession, 

With commercials this falling off 


in listener percentage during the 
shopping spell isn’t a matter of 
| speculation. They’ve tested it in 


past years with sample giveaways 
}and other bids for fan mail, with 
| the post-Christmas reaction to sim- 
lilar stunts allowing for a compari- 
3| son that clearly told the story. 

| Broadcasters claim the advertiser 
makes up for this listening neglect 


and more during the two holiday 
weeks that follow, when the fam- 
ilies stay home and the radio is 


kept going as a contribution to the 
festivities. Those that don’t stay 
home, they figure, are out visiting 
elatives or friends’ homes. 

| Pre-Christmas listening 


particularly felt by station and net- 


— sales departments. <Adver- 

‘s postpone the starting date of 
their ether activities until after 
Christmas eve, with the consensus 


of opinion among them that listener 
percent reaches its apex during 
the two ensuing weeks. 


age 


$1,750,000 for Time, 





+ 


with | 


slump is | 


} 
| 


Chicago Lye 

‘You've got what we want I 

an sell you. You'll hear from me 
surely!’ 

That's the lullaby otherwise 
known as ‘Those Audition Blues.’ 
| It might be a gag, but they seem 
genuinely enthusiastic, honestly in- 
terested. They take the name and 
address so carefully. And they 
never call up. They never write. 
They never wire. And, worse, they 
never know who the person is when 
they meet again. 

Some call it a purposeful run- 








around. 
execs better, 
it’s simply the fogginess, 


can't 


Others, knowing the radio 
hold the epinion that 
the dizzi- 


ness, the confusion of seeing and 


hearing too many auditions. 


Many a radio career that might- 
have-been withered and died in the 
files of an advertising agency. They 
remember when the proper 
time comes who was who. Hearts 
are broken when memoranda gets 
| misplaced. Opportunities are lost 
| because they remember a voice or 
a face but can’t identify the owner. 

Always a Bridesmaid 

One Chicago singer has given 49 
auditions in the past three years, 
Without a commercial resulting, 
Competent authorities tell her she’s 
good. She gets strong encourage- 
ment and frequently flattering cour- 
tesy from the very agencies that 
can't remember her name. She has 
gone back to the same agencies and 
had several different auditions and 
the routine is always the same and 
as near as she can figure they don’t 
remember her from one audition to 
the next. 


To circumvent this very condition 


which is, of course, nothing new and 
is generally known, radio has had 
(Continued on page 55) 
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“The Voice of 
Experience” 








WOR Daily at 12 Noon 


Also Saturday 6: dines to 7 P.M. 






















































v.p., would take over local manage- A ' b 
ment Jan. 1. Harry C. Butcher, $475 000 f Tal t n unusual series, running the 
present director of Washington ac- b] or en 3 |f entire gamut of human emotions 
tivities for CBS, will remain with Ch rfi ; aes — 
immediate supervision over WJSV, este 1e S etup Management 
| recently acquired 10,000-watt sta- ELMER A. ROGERS 
tion. mr é 18 E. 41st St., New York City 
Bellows, former radio commis- | tevised Chesterfield series which 
sioner, Democrat and personal ; ™é akes its debut on CBS Jan. 2 will | 
friend of Gov. Roosevelt, will han-|have a 64-station hookup and a 9  immmmeuaagl 
rs ( ng hy lobbying. aot will |p. m. EST release six nights a week. no % 
peg sie 5 — ig 1 gages Entailed in the 52-week renewal q 
in Washington with ° BC, other }contract is an expenditure of over a ERS 
chain having had Frank Russell | $1,750,000 in time alone, while the ROTH 
with title of v.p. on spot for seV- | talent costs will come to around B 
eral years. | $475,000 for the year's stretch. d 4 Boys 
| Ne w sche dule gives Th 1ursday and an a Guitar 
° | Monday nights to Ruth Etting, Tom 
Palmolive Vaude Idea | Howard and _ his straight, George COLUMBIA 
Palmolive Soap is arranging to | Sheldon, get the Tuesday and Fri- BROADCASTING 
return. It will again be on NBC,| day niches, and Bing Crosby Wed- P siete gone 
‘ i ccday . c. — Po . i latin 
if. ia nes day and Saturday s. Norman at py emmy . ; 
Idea the account and Lord & | Brokenshire continues as the spiel- | Mills -Rockwell Inc. yieso 
Thomas have in mind an hour’s| €'-m. cc, and Lennie Hayton’s band, 799 Seventh Ave New Yor’ Cc 
show routined along vaude lines, | Will be on all six programs. ‘ 8:15 P.M Mon-Thurs. ‘ 
with the same band and quartet on | 
permanently but with a different |} ~ —_ #2 
name from the stage each week. 
If the network can’t arrange an |} 
hour’s niche on one of the choice | 
nights, the commercial’s amenable | 
to making it a half hour, with the] 
program starting the first week in] GLORIFYING ‘he POPULAR SONG 
Jay ry. yy 
SUN OIL'S 6 SPOTS HESTERI IELD rogram 
Sun Oil takes over anothe OLUMBIA-COAST-TO-COAST NETWORK 
sn Pow on NBC for a Le 1 | 
news spiel Sunday (16 | WED. 10 P.M.—SAT., Gg P.M.., E.S.T. 
ng six spots a week in all. Ne 
ntract is for 13 weeks Management 
Slated for the late Sunday aft- | THOMAS G. ROCKWELL 
hool ara i | 799 Seventh Ave., New York 
OkKkup are iz « 
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MRS. FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT 
Lee Wiley, 


Leo Reisman Orch., 

William Sholtz 
COMMERCIAL 
WEAF, New York 

Pond's, which has been 
influence royal dowagers and Amer- 
ican social leaders to ’ 
beauty preparations, hit the pin- 
nacle of that sort of social register 
ballyhoo by signing the first lady - 
elect of the land. That Mrs. Roose- 
velt speaks rather banally and ab- 
stractly—-and, perhaps, in rot the 
best mike voice—is the least, for 
there’s no getting away from the 
attention she must command. 

That Mrs. Roosevelt was wise in 
dodging any direct exploitive spiel 
on behalf of the beauty prepara- 
tions is something in her favor, as 
is the finale announcement that the 
proceeds from her radio services 
are donated to unemployment drives 
and certain special needy cases of 
charity she knows of. She is set 
for 13 times, her first talk being on 
‘Problems Which Confront the Mod- 
ern Girl as Contrasted with Those 
of My Childhood,’ wherein she wan- 
ders rather shallowy hither and 
thither, touching on likker and the 
modern generation, franker and 
freer associations of today, ete. 
She consumes 9 mins. of the half 
hour with her talk, skillfully sand- 
wiched in with the corking dansa- 
pation by that tempo tycoon, Leo 
Reisman, plus Lee Wiley’s warbling 
and William Sholtz’s romantic ten- 
oring. (That Sholtz is a sorta tuff 
handle for a romantic tenor, non?) 


In this the battle of the air waves, 
unless there’s something prodigious 
about the program, either in its 
overwhelming strength, as in the 
big hours, it devolves upon the per- 
gonalities to make ’em twirl the 
dials or else. Mrs. Roosevelt is a 
new type of compeller, more so than 
any other prominent individual in 
the community who, incidentally, 
would be considerably mortified if 
they knew how many a crooner gets 
more attention that their sage dis- 
courses on the ether. That’s been 
evidenced time and again with the 
exception solely of the President— 
or the President’s wife, as here. 


« Just like Queen of Rumania giv- 
g Pond’s a builder-upper in print- 
er’s ink made the other social lights 
a pushover for an advertising 
agency (and a check), Mrs. Roose- 
velt’s contribution to the ether is 
bound to have its direct effect on 
other prominent women becoming 
amenable to the air thing, although 
only a President-elect’s spouse could 
command the attention she as, : 
et. 


HY-LYTE MUSICIANS 


Discs 
COMMERCIAL 
WGES, Chicago 

This station adroitly skips over 
the required identification “f the 
phonograph records. Announcer 
words his comment to give the ex- 
pression ‘on a record’ a light dust- 
ing in passing. ‘Now the Hy-Lyte 
Musicians takes us—on a record— 
to the ‘Dark Town Strutters Ball.’ 
And so on. It’s according to Hoyle, 
but humanly hoped that maybe 
folks won't notice. And maybe they 
don't. 

Impression that it’s an in-the- 
flesh affair is heightened by the use 
of a goof character who interrupts 
the announcer. Goof is having the 
precise battery trouble that Hy- 
Lyte is designed to correct. An- 
nouncer gives him a friendly tip. 
There is considerable by-play. Goof 
returns to the studio just before 
the program ends. He has pur- 
chased Hy-Lyte, it worked fine, and 
he wants to thank the announcer. 

At least it represents an effort 
on the part of the station to em- 
ploy a little progressive merchan- 
dising on what would otherwise be 
a bunch of phonograph records. 
And by mentioning individual ga- 
rages where the product can be ob- 
tained dealer good will and co-op- 
eration is encouraged. Land. 


able to 


endorse its 


Y@ee NBC no 





CHARLEY HAMP 
Peruna Potpourri 
COMMERCIAL 
WBBM, Chicago 

NBC's weakness for postpone- 
ment, sometimes rudely called the 
run-around, resulted in the loss of 
Charley Hamp to Columbia. NBC 
has lost lots of actors to Columbia. 
Actors roll off NBC's knife like the 
well-known petits pois, and it wor- 
ries them very little, But Hamp 
was different. Hamp can sell pack- 
age goods. NBC could have used 
him. 
doubt intended to use 
him. There was a lot of talk. Too 
much, according to Hamp, who got 


tired of waiting for something to 
happen, and left a note saying 


‘Don't. wait up for me. Have eloped 
with Peruna.’ 

Hamp sits at a piano, plays dul- 
cetly, sings engagingly, jokes inter- 
mittently, sells Perun with the con- 
fidential chumminess of a friend of 
the family worried about that cold 
or the ache you've got or may get, 
and s; 1iggests Peruna. He gives ita 
delicious pronunciation as ‘pee- 
roon-aaa,’ as if he were saying 
‘Strawberry shortcake oozing with 
whipped cream.’ Whole program is 
as ingratiating as a wife who wants 
a mink coat. Sales resistance is} 
difficult. Land, | 


ay t - 





| smECK’S INSTRUMENTALISTS 
With Harold Van Amberg 
Sustaining 
WEAF, New York 

Intent upon getting away from 
the stereotyped band and singing 
programs, NBC has gone after nov- 
elty combinations for buildup pur- 





poses and this is the first gesture 
made in that direction Credit is 
|due for the initiative but it looks 


las though the network’s initial pick 
has little chance of turning out a 
happy one. 

Listening to 15 minutes of almost 
straight plunking away at ukes, 
guitars and similar string confrap- 
tions is no treat and as they've 
framed the sustaining series, about 
the same reaction could be an- 
ticipated from tympani less sen- 
sitively attuned. Type of act that 
Roy Smeck and his instrumental 
foursome are trying to put over has 


ithe very mechanics of the medium ! 


Strident overtones of 
combination can be 
passed over while the players are 
within sight and the eye is in- 
trigued by their manipulations, but 
coming over the loudspeaker these 
overtones are magnified and ex- 
aggerated to an effect that makes 
for little appeal to the general ear. 
On the debut program (7) Smeck 
himself tore off a fast bit of ram- 
bling over the uke in imitation of 
a railroad train, but unseen the 
efforts didn’t impress any more 
than were the same thing framed 
by one of the studio's sound eftects 
mechanics. Same reaction would 
go for the tap dancing imitation in- 
cluded among the items on this 
debut session. 
Harold Van Amberg put in a 
couple of baritonish interludes. 
First he should try to acquire a 
facility for carrying a melody. 
Odec. 


against it. 
this sort of 





PENROD AND SAM 
Serial 

Radio Discs 
COMMERCIAL 
KYW, Chicago 

This well known juvenile com- 
bination from the pen (originally) 
of Booth Tarkington might very well 
be supposed to translate into effec- 
tive radio entertainment. It seems 
scarcely to be fulfilling that expec- 
tation in its radio disc form as 
here reviewed. Name credits are 
not given except for a mention that 
the discs were etched by World 
Broadcasting. 

Dialog strikes the ear unconvinc- 
ingly as coming from children. To 
be sure the modern youngster is 
frequently amazing in vocabulary 
and sophisticated manner of ex- 
pression, yet the Penrod and Sam 
here heard seems to be phoney 
American juvenility. What = it 
sounds like is Broadway vernacular 
written by an author saturated with 
Times Square jargon. 

Such ‘wise talk’ might be char- 
acteristic dialog in certain social 
strata, but would Penrod Schofield 
in Kokomo, Indiana, talk like that, 
or be recognized by his counter- 
parts in other towns. It sounds as 
unreal and out of keeping with 
Tarkington’s Penrod as does the 
plot’s introduction of a fantastic 
quirk whereby Penrod, Sam and 
Herman are to go to Hollywood to 
make pictures. 

It isn’t believable. Land, 


‘DENVER POST’ KIDS’ CLUB 
Sustaining 
KLZ, Denver 

This program is a natural for the 
Denver territory. If only those fam- 
ilies listened whose children belong 
to the club, the audience would be 
plenty big, for at the last count over 
22,000 youngsters had sent in their 
memberships to the paper. Then 
add to these all the aunts and 
uncles. 

Club is under the auspices of the 
‘Post,’ directed by Mary Thompson, 
while the broadcasts are bossed by 
Jerry O'Neill, assisted by her sister 
Margie. They put in four hours a 
week rehearsing the kids, different 
ones each Saturday. In many cities 
this sort of program is made easy 
by using those gifted for this work, 
but Jerry tries to give all who want 
to broadcast a chance. 

Program was caught in the studio, 
where 50 children and as many par- 
ents who cotiid squeeze in were 
present. About 15 took active part, 
and the rest were under complete 
control, 

Jerry and Margie have a steady 
job running these broadcasts every 
Saturday afternoon, but in their odd 
moments they run a dancing school. 





TROUT and FARBER 
Songs and Comedy 
COMMERCIAL 
WCAO, Baltimore 

Local talent for this tocal com- 
mercial, clothing firm selling men’s 
suits at $15, no more, 
figures as a cheap program through- 
out, though possibly commerciaily 
oke for its purpose. 

Leonard Trout has been on the air 
here since the beginning of radio, 
many years ago having worked un- 
der the sobriquet of the ‘Charles St 
Cowboy.’ Ellis Farber 


in several theatres here. He is han- 
dling dialog also in this session. 
Routine is sGme pop tunes from 
Trout, who is also the comic; violin 
scraping from Farber and straight- 


ing in the crossfire. Material is all 
stale gags. It's best suited to > 
small time of the ether. 


GORDE RICHE ORCHESTRA 

Dance Music 

Cafe de Alex 

WBBM, Chicago 

A couple of seasons back WBBM 
| was generally considered the snap- 
| piest individual station in Chicago 
Richt now the station is embarrassed 
for want of dance orchestras, once 
the source of its strength and now 
the source of the danger of losing 
its listeners. Against which WBBM 
may very aptly point with pride to 
its recerd of local commercials, out- 
numbering NBC 2 to 1, but stil! not 
answer the fact that it has littie 
with which to hold adults in the 
later evening hours. 

Gorde Riche is the obscure musi- 
eal combination of an obscure res- 
taurant. Nothing especially against 
him. He no doubt fulfills his pur- 
| pose of giving out dansapation. But 
; on the air his five-man combination 
is an incongruous medley of sur- 
prise, disappointment and consterna- 
tion when tuned in over a station 
like WBBM. historically identified 
with Ben Bernies and Guy Lom- 
bardos. 

Just what WBBM can do 
alt this is a question that has in- 
dubitably occurred to the adminis- 
tration long ere this. WGN has 
heen going after the dance bands, 








and more recently WMAQ has 
taken steps, so WBBM must go 
against stiff competition. Besides 


Gorde Riche, WBBM presently has 
Jack Russell and Ben Pollack, the 
latter just acquirea with the open- 
ing of a new nite club, Mike I'rit- 
zel’s Gay Paree. 

Contrasted with WGN’s Benny 
Krueger, Abe Lyman, Wayne King, 
Bernie Cummins and Clyde McCoy. 
and WMAQ's Art Kassel, Vincent 
Lopez, George Olsen, Anatobal’'s 
Cubans and Tweet Hogan, with 
scattered stations outletting addi- 
tional competition in Carl Moore, 
Mark Fisher, Dan Russo, Earl Hines 
and Bernie, it is quickly discernible 
in. the crowd that WBBM isn’t the 
overlord of the local dance race, as 
heretofore. Land, 





S! SIMMONS Orchestra 
WCGU, Brooklyn 

Si Simmons’ orchestra is a sample 
of why bush league stations like 
WCGU, Brooklyn, die young. If 
that’s the best sample of discord- 
ancy which these stations can 
supply, little wonder they enccunter 
ere with the radio authori- 
es. 

Simmons, announced as the first 
of a series\of matinee dance ses- 


sions, was so blatant and out of 
tune that the announcer had to 
switch to a dance recording for 


the second number, with the sub- 
-sequent frank announcement that 
the ‘disarrangement of one of the 
instruments, as is bound to happen,’ 
ete., forced the switch. 

The Simmons syncopators upon 
resumption still were bullish on the 
sour notes, with the cornets and the 
others having great difficulty hit- 
ting true pitches with any degree 
of consistency, 

The Si Simmons orchestra shoul 
go back to bed. Abel, 





THE GUARDSMEN 
Male Quartet 
SUSTAINING 

30 Min. 

KNX, Hollywood 


Formerly on the NBC coast chain 
broadcasting from San Francisco, 
this quartet is now on weekly at 
KNX as a sustainer, but about to go 
commercial, Dividing their time 
here between pictures and the ai) 
the singers, Urbin Hartman, tenor: 
tenry Iblings, lead; William Brandt, 
baritone, and Charles Henr!, bass, 
form one of the best combinations 
of its type on the air locally. 

Choice of material on night 
caught manifests a versatility which 
ranged from negro spirituals to pop- 
ular stuff. Excellent harmony and 
smooth rendition of all their num- 
bers with all four soloing at differ- 
ent times throughout the half hour 
period. 

Program should be popular with 
coast tuners-in, particularly on ac- 
count of their choice of numbers, 


about | 


Inside Stuf—Radio 


Chesterfield’s squawk, through having Bing Crosby slated for its com- 
mercial, caused CBS to jerk its wire from the Park Central hotel, New 
York, where Russ Columbo opened with his orchestra Friday (9). Ches- 
terfield’c attitude was patently predicated on an objection to a competing 
crooner etherizing on a sustaining wire when the cig account had its own 
Crosby spotted commercially. WMCA spotted a wire instead. 

Columbo is taking a sizeable gamble with the Park Central on his 
hotel booking, being guaranteed $1,100 a week against which he furnishes 
the band, Hannah Williams (whose salary was up to $750 a week alone 
at the Central Park Casino and Capitol, N. Y.), the 8 Pickens Sisters anda 
Bob Royce, m.c. from the Coast. Columbo also shares on the $1 and $2 
couverts, and 50c, on each dinner (when the couvert is off), making it 
incumbent on him to draw to the P. C.’s Cocoanut Grove room (enclosed 
roof). Leon Navara, whom he succeeds, received his notice when he 
opened two weeks ago, lasting the fortnight, to complete his notice. The 
hotel preferred Columbo's gambling proposal. 





Analagous to why Ed Wynn was signed for the air is Tom Howard's 
selection by Chesterfield as one of the three features on the tri-weekly 
program commencing Jan. 1 on CBS. Ruth Etting and Bing Crosby 
are the other two. 

The agent who influenced Chesterfield to sign Howard—although he is 
not collecting on it, and had nothing to do with Howard direct—hap- 
pened to be backstage with another of his acts in a Baltimore theatre, 
fooling around with the props, etc., when he was arrested by Howard's 
delivery in a comedy short, whose antics he didn’t see but whose lines 
and delivery he relished. That gave him the idea that this comic whose 
identity he didn’t know at the time, would be oke for the ether. 

This parallels the Texaco’s v.p. who had so annoyed Ed Wynn and the 
‘Laugh Parade’ company during that show's Broadway run by sitting in 
a down-front stage box, with his back to the performers and looking at 
the audience. Wynn didn’t know at the time that this Texaco official, 
four times running, Was testing ‘Wynn's comedy delivery, sight unseen, 
with a view to mike engagements. 





The tiff of the tenors, through Woodbury spotting both Donald Novis 
and Morton Downey on their new program when shifting over to NBC 
next month, will be ballyhooed by the commercial although the signing 
of the two similar type songsters is said to have had its origination in 
pique. This was due to Woodbury learning, too, late, that Downey would 
continue on CBS, sustaining, at around $500 a week, whereas they were 
slated to pay Downey $1,500 for the one program on the rival chain. 

Hence they engaged Novis, figuring Downey would bow out as such 
a move gives Novis, relative newcomer, every opportunity, with nothing 
te lose, as he is still in the build-up stage. 

Recognizing that sympathy would also be with Novis, Downey, who 
has refused to relinquish this commercial, has asked Woodbury not to 
prejudice his chances in this battle of the tenors. 

Leon Belasco’s orchestra, as on the present Weodbury account, con- 
tinues when it shifts over the NBC chain. 





While McCann-Erickson nor any other ad agency will not put itself on 
record admitting that any of its clients’ air programs are floppo, the 
Standard Oil's Five Star Theatre broadcasts were not highly regarded, 
With 13-time contracts on each of the five nights—Marx Bros., operatice 
symphonic, ‘Charlie Chan,’ light opera and name authors, in that see 
quence, Mondays through Fridays—they must wind up their contracts, 
regardless. 

Actually, only the subsequent sales graphs, following the initial four 
weeks, can materially determine the effects of the air plug investments, 
but from unofficial understanding, the Marxes rate best, and ‘Chan’ is 
likewise well regarded although in a much lesser degree. 

Whether sales’ increases will be commensurate with broadcasting ine 
vestment is a matter for subsequent determination. The Chaliapine 
operatic program tonight (13) for instance, represents $8,000 alone for 
that shot. 


Advertisers in their appeal for fan or inquiry mail are asking the lis- 
teners to address the letters direct to them, It saves them money and 
it guarantees them delivery of all the mail that’s coming to them. Re- 
sponsible for this now invariably heard direction is a ruling handed 
down by the postoffice department, 

Networks previous had made it a practice of packing a client’s mail 
into a box and relaying it to him second class. When the postal authori- 
ties got wind of this they advised the broadcasting trade that the sys- 
tem was contrary to the department regulation which provides that if a 
letter is sent first class it must reach its actual destination first class. 

Order entailed having the station or network readdressing all letters, 


| with the advertiser called upon to shoulder the added expense. 


NBC is giving Mildred Bailey the business, allegedly, to force her to 
Chicago where they are holding forth commercial bids as bait, but the 
songstress, who came from Chi with the Whitemanites, is opposed to 
leaving New York where she hoped to build herself up. 

Given a spot right after Whiteman on WJZ last Sunday, she discov- 
ered later that she was piped through to the midwest and wasn’t heard 
at all in the east, further straining the relations between the chain and 
herself. She is under contract for sustainings and while offered up to 


(Continued on page 40) 





KARL RISSLAND 
Cornetist 


SAM COSLOW 
Songs 


no less. _ It | 


is best known | 
in town as a violinist, having shown | 


COMMERCIAL 
WGY, Schenectady 

Rissland, a member of General 
Electric’s orchestra, plays a 15- 
minute program one afternoon a 


most of which are modern. Stan. 





COLUMBIA VARIETY '% HR. 
With Ted Husing, Connie Boswell, 
J. ©. Flippen, Freddie Rich's and 


Ben Selvin’s Orchs., Fred Feibel,| week. Sponsor is a Schenectady 
Funnyboners, Tito Guizar music shop. 
Sustaining Solo cornetists are infrequently 


WABC, New York heard on the air, presumably be- 

At 10:30-11 pm. EST the CBS]cause this instrument has not an 
assembles its available talent for|affinity for the microphone. There 
a variety half hour on Friday |is danger of too much vibration, of 


‘blasting’—certain to cause tuning- 
out. However, in the hands of a 
virtuoso like Rissland nothing is to 
be feared on that score. The tone 
he produces is soft, though bell-like 
clear; the mike picks it up without 
any jarting or distortion. 

Rissla_.d’s breath control and lip- 
ping are superb, his general tech- 
nique is well-nigh flawless. He 
leans ivoward straight, standard 


nights, parading the sustaining con- 
tractees in a snappy revuette, some- 
thing akin to the old NBC Matinee 
of the Air. Thig is, of course, a 
better time, 

| Ted Husing m.c’ing this trip, did 
it in the gridiron manner of deliy- 
| ery, although his own specialty, a 
Sports Highlight, was reprise of an 
historic fisticuff encounter. It was 
out of place and should have been 








omitted, proving chiefly that such | music rather than jazz, in his selec- 
| things alone hold appeal in direct !tions—piobabl¥ a wise move in 
rel ition: to the actual occurrence, | view of the type of weekly audience 

and nothing else, | likely to be listening at 2:45 p. m. 


Fov the rest all of the talent above | Splendid piano accompaniment en- 


| did its stint once, Connie Boswell| hances the effect. 
alone being called back for a re- From sponsor's viewpoint, a later 
peat. The program is principally | hour might be better, for the broad- 


a sustaining one-to-fill, but 
feasible for selling commercially 


hardly | east. Grammar and high school stu- 


in} dents, potential customers for mu- 


view of the diversity of the talent. | sical instruments and. service, have 
But as a variety interlude on 1. jnet come home by the time Riss- 
j;ot the «hain it’s oke Ahel (land goes on, Jaco. 





Sustaining 
KHJ, Los Angeles 

Long a writer of popular songs, 
and on various occasions a fiim- 
house attraction, band leader, and 
radio and record vocalist, Sam Cos- 
low is currently being built up un- 


der the title, ‘The Voice of Ro- 
mance.’ The plugging process is 
being done by the Don Lee-CBS 


chain on the Coast, where he gets a 
twice-weekly 15-minute period over 
the chain, as well as a weekly ap- 
nearance on the coast-to-coast ‘Cali- 


fornia Melodies’ period. These 
bookings follow the signaturing of 
Coslow by the Lee artists’ bureau 


for three years. 

Warbling with husky smoothness, 
Coslow dreamily delivers senti- 
mental ballads with an easy, show- 
manly style, expertly backed by the 
Raymond Paige orchestra, in which 


the strings predominate. 

Program is built lar*’ely with 
woman appeal in mind, and since 
little or no dialog is used, there's 
slim chance of going wrong. It’s 


high class every way. and if Coslow 
catches on nationally he can thank 
the station for giving him every co- 
operation, 


Singer-composer is also making 
Victor records, with that company 
also getting behind him with a 


brisker-than-usual campaign. 


Ono 
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Coast Radio Going Blue 


‘That’ Material Starts Creeping in With 
Increasing Regularity 


-_— 








a «© 
Hollywood, Dec. 12. Broun, Woolf, Others in 
Some time during the past two | 


months Coast radio discarded it’s 
short pants for longies. Risque Stewart Eggleston and Walter 
material and song catch lines have | Bachellor are staging a series of 
been creeping inte local programs | Original satirical operettas written 
to an extent that now most broad- jeep eage> for airing by Henry Sou- 
casts of the song and talk type have | Vaine, Harry Tugend and Newman 
several blue gags. Levy. Auditions this week for three 
commercials. 


Last Sunday night, consistent - . 
twirling of the dial brought into Lined up in the cast for the first 
, = . wae “ ., |broadeast are Heywood Broun, 

L.A’s living rooms, ‘Lady won't Walt Woolf, Hel ent: Be 
come down, she’s undressed—I bet- | parece _— a oe eign 
Franklin, Minerva Pious and a 


ter go up and look into that,’ ‘A 
crab gives birth to 1,000 baby craps 
in one season. No wonder the papa 
crab's eyes stick out,’ and others. 
Also thrown in were three iceman 
black-outs, two walking-back-home 
yarns and several] traveling sales- 
men gags that went over the bor- 
der. Catch lines in a number of 
songs were hot enough to have the 
youngsters ask questions. 

Though both NBC and CBS have 
kept careful watch over material for 
several years, in some of their recent 
coast-to-coast broadcasts material 
used by comics has been close to 


chorus of mixed voices from ‘The 
Dubarry.’ Music to be played by 
Nat Schilkret’s orchestra. 





Farnum After Dressler, 
Moran, Beery for NBC 


Hollywood, Dee. 12. 

NBC has commissioned Ralph 
Farnum to negotiate with Metro for 
Marie Dressler, Wallace Beery and 
Polly Moran for a 46-station na- 
tional hookup. 

Chain has a 15 min. weekly pro- 
gram for the trio with a 26-week 


Op Series’ Big Cast | 


Lawes on Liniment 
For Winter NBC Run 


Sloan’s Liniment is due for a 
winter’s run over NBC, starting the 
last week in December. Program 
will run a half hour and be framed 
around Warden Lawes in a ‘20,000 
Years in Sing Sing’ dramatic idea. 
Lawes will do the narrating. 
| Thomas Belviso, NBC staff con- 
| ductor, will head the orchestra. 








New Air Commissioner 
Thinks All Canadian 
Comics Are Terrible 


Ottawa, Dec. 12. 

Hector Charlesworth, chairman of 
the new Canadian Federal Radio 
Commission, has dared anybody to 
make him laugh, This is the sub- 
stance of a statement by him in 
connection with a search for 
radio talent in Canada for pros- 
pective use on ether programs. 

Charlesworth declared that: 
‘With one exception, there is not one 
comedian in Canada worthwhile.’ 
Plenty of musical and dramatic 
talent but a dearth of comedians, 
he said. 

Referring to broadcasting in the 
United States, he remarked that a 
number of funsters were outstand- 
ing, but even they are not desir- 
able for Canadian programs. 








Billing as Coast Idea of Talent 
Payoff Sours Agents on Radio 





‘So Long as It’s Publicity 


| 


. 

It’s Okay, Thinks Grocer 
| 
Chicago, Dec. 12. 
Reid Murdoch, wholesale grocer, | 
expects torenew the Monarch Mys- 
tery tenor for another 13 weeks in 
January. At the same time it will 

extend the network hook-up. 
Company regards its ‘tease’ cam- 
paign as successful and the fact 
that the unknown singer has been 
kidded plenty is reputedly = ac- 
cepted as proof by the grocery 
house that it is achieving more no- 
tice, comment, and publicity with 
an obscure tenor at small money 
than could be had with more cost- 

ly talent. 





SOAP DROPS CHANDU 


Los Angeles, Dec. 12. 





Los Angeles Soap Co., which has 
commercialed Chandu over the coast 
CBS chain, dreps the Hindu mystic | 
Dec. 15 and pulls the records of his | 
serial from smaller Coast stations | 
Jan. 1, 

Soap company has been 
Chandu for two years. 


‘ 


using | 


Dec. 12. 


Picture and vaude agents are pay- 


Hollywood, 


ing little attention to radio out here, 
claiming that the ether business 
is nothing but head- 
Agents have tried to 


selling talent 


on the coast 
get 
for 


aches. 
steamed up over 
broadcasting but find that the only 


accounts paying important money 


are in the east. Locals expect to 


get talent for fun and billing. 


One agent with several picture 
names, after two months of trying 
to develop a radio department gave 
it up in disgust when a client he 
had been dickering with for weeks 
called and asked if he could get 
Roscoe Ates for a_ twice-weekly 
program at $75 weekly. When the 
agent laughed at the figure the 
client jumped the price to $80. 

Another account wanted a film 
name who could do a Jack Pearl 
to work in front of a 10-piece band 
once a week. The account figured 
the broadcast would get him busi- 
ness and was willing to spend $200 
on the program, with the actor fur- 


(Continued on page 39) 
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off-color. On the Coast, where | contract and two 13-week options. 
everything is More OY JeSS PUL, | ccm — ences: mas 
locels are raising their eyebrows. | <..-.-—_ 








Some claim the use of the mate- 
rial is without the station’s sanc- 
tion. Others say that those who 
officially okay the programs don't 
get the suggestive gags or that 
when the material is rehearsed the 
gags are not pointed’ up. Still 
others claim that the coast station 
people are too sleepy to get the | 
blue gags. . 

<esult is that every week gags | 
get rawer. ‘ According to the wise 
boys, main fault lies with the dime- 
a-dozen comics who are featured on 
coast programs. Any material they 








have is grade B, therefore they re- 
sort to the blue stuff as the easiest 
way. 


Standard Brands NBC’s 
Third Biggest Spender; 
$1,500,000 for Time 


Contracts signed by Standard 
Brands last week guarantee NBC 
over $1,500,000 from the sale of time 
during 1933. Obligation takes in 
the renewal of the Fleischmann 
Thursday night hour, the Chase & 
Sanborn coffee Sunday hour and 
the Cc, & S tea half-hour slated to 
start on that network Jan. 4. 

Yeast and coffee affairs are re- 
newals, with the former for 52 | 
weeks and the java account down 
for 52 stanzas, which in any event | 
will keep both hours on the network 
right through to the end of next 
year. Tea session is also under con- 
tract for a 52-week stretch. 

Standard Brands’ hookup of the 
threesome with NBC makes that 
&roup the third largest spender for | 
1935 on that chain. Only two) 
sources of revenue topping it are 
Pepsodent with Amos 'n’ Andy and | 
"The Goldbergs,’ and Lucky Strike’s 
three hours a week. 





SOOO WATTS 
CLEARED CHANNEL 
UNLIMITED TIME 


Lord Cut Down 


New 13-week contract issued b) 
Listerine to ‘The Country Doctor’ | 
on NBC reduces the number ef pe- 


riods from five to three a_ week, | 
starting Dec. 19. 

Revised schedule will have Phil- 
lips Lord and his cast on Mon., | 


Tues. and Wed. nights at 8:45 EST. | 
with the hookup taking in the blue | 
network, except KSO, and the Can- | 
adian supplementary. 

It was the debut of this serial last | 
summer that. prompted Swift and | 
Co. to pull its ‘Stebbins Boys’ off | 
the same chain. Meat packer con- | 
tended that the ‘Doctor’ and ‘Steb- 
bins’ were too similar. 





WICK 


Nhe Voice of Cincinnati’ 


Radio City, the vision of Rockefeller, the 


genius of Aylesworth, the inspiration of America. 


L. 


Wilson. 


OWNEO AND OPERATEO BY 


L.B. WILSON, Inc. 


COVINGTON, KY. 














ENO’S AUG. LAYOFF 
Crime Club 
Jan. 3 will be 
blue (WJZ) network. Con- 
stipulates a half hour each 
Tuesday and Wednesday night for 
52 weeks, but permits the advertiser 
to lay off during August and 
up for the lost later. 
Mystery series as spotted on CBS 
the past two years started off under | 
the but Was j 


release 


Eno 
NBC 
basic 


tracts 


when it 
limited to the 


goes 


make 


time 


Same arrangement, 





eventually cut down to one 
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GEORGE OLSEN and BAND (16);WALTER 


With Ethel Shutta 
24 Mins.; Full (Special) 
State, New York 
Although having played the pic- 


ture houses around New York, this | used 
is the first vaude appearance of the 


Olsen-Shutta aggregation since they 
have been on the air. They start off 
auspiciously proving undoubted b.o. 
value and bound to please any kind 
of audience. Easily among the best 
of the bands which are now appear- 
ing on the stage. 

Not only is this aggregation dif- 


ferent, but they perform more taste- | 


fully than bands usually do. Com- 
edy effects are pleasant and not 
rough-and-tumble or crude. 
sides which they hand out 
music. 


Miss Shutta comes on towards the | 
first of| 


for two numbers, 
is something about a baby 


finish 
which 


ling backwards 
ileads up to some water-sprinkling 








Be- | who 
real | Usual singing stuff here also. 


(Mouse) POWELL and 

| Band (10) 

22 Mins.; Full (Special) 

Academy, New York 

| This is the Walter Powell who 
to be with Benny Meroff's 

|band and he does the same tricks 

| here. Here, however, the band is 

only atmosphere for Powell, who is 

a good comedy performer of the 

i slapstick variety. He begins by fall- 

off his chair and 





stuff with the bandsmen. Also uses 
that lighted trombone. As a musi- 
cian or as a comic Powell scores, 
but that band outfit should sit more 
closely bunched for better effect and 
not look so scrimpy. Powell him- 
self doesn’t lead, leaving the baton- 
swinging to a multi-reed blower, 
plays several instruments. 


New or old, Powell and his band 
are needed in vaude today to fill the 
ebbing gaps. Shan. 





parade. Sings before a visible mike Rice, LANE and LITTLE 
same as the other solo or STOUD | Radio Impersonations 


performers in 
second number is the ‘German 
Band,’ which she does in dialect, 
Both big and Miss Shutta’s per- 
formance is the band’s highlight. 
Her voice tickles right to the last 
note, besides which she’s a looker. 


Stage lights are full up for the 
playing. Hangings and back drop 
are embroidered white cloths. Olsen 
himself has a talking voice fer his 
announcements that’s okay all the 
Way, and he is unobtrusively pres- 
ent on the stage when the solo per- 
formers or on. That helps. 


Couple of the lads do singing 
solos and another fiddles against an 
ensemble background of several voi- 
lins held by bandsmen who may or 
may not be stroking actual notes. 
But the customers go for it, and that 
counts. 


f{- No mention of their air sponsor 
is another merit. Shan. 





AL SEIGEL and LILLIAN MILES 
Songs, Piano 
12 Mins.; One (Special) 
Albee, Brooklyn 

Al Seigel’s new find, Lillian Miles, 
slim blonde looker, may some day 
top Lillian Shade and Ethel Merman 
in the money class. Right now she 
acts ‘new’ and her performance is 
mechanical, but that will work out 
as she gets the feel of Seigel’s ex- 
cellent song arrangements and se- 
lections. The girl will go over any- 
where. Seigel’s done it again. 


This time, however, it’s against 
doctor’s order that he is appearing 
on the stage. Apparently the ebb- 
ing tide of vaude impelled Seigel to 
disregard the physicians and get a 
showing for his new find before the 
present vaude handlers lay that type 
of amusement off altogether. 


One song which is-best remem- 
bered in the girl’s repertoire is ‘Har- 
lem Moon,’ which she sings very 
ably. In another she kids with the 
pit. The girl’s got a. s. written all 
over her, and if her performance 
isn’t all it might be right now, her 
personality more than covers that 
up. 

From Hollywood and looks it, and 
Seigel has given her a cut-away 
sown to wear against subdued 
lighting that makes the girl’s figure 
stand out. Last number finishes in 
the dark except for red baby spots 
glowing on Seigel’s face and that of 
the girl’s all to good effect. Seigel 
himself accompanies in everything 
and does a piano solo besides 
against a special drop that opens 
centerwise on the number for addi- 
tional effect. Shan. 





aT SISTERS and PARKER 


Songs and Dance 
12 Mins.; One 
Hippodrome, Baltimore (Week 5) 


Baltimore, Dec. 12. 

Coming in with something of a 
radio rep in Philadelphia, these 
three girls and a piano player are 
doing a singing turn, mixed with 
some not-so-good comedy and weak 
hoofing. 

Girls’ best bet is their personality. 
They have youth and looks and 
wear gowns that enhance their ap- 
pearance. The pipes are just fair, 
missing out on the harmony fre- 

“quently. They sing pop songs with- 
out anything to make ’em stand out. 

Long moment of the act is a 
waste of time on a comedy rendi- 
tion of ‘Crosby, Columbo and Val- 


lee,’ with impressionistic insets of 
the three crooners. Too lone for the 
amount of entertainment. Only real 
punch is the Joe Penner impersona- 
tion one of the Stewart girls 


With the ‘Pussy Willow Whispers’ 
number. Would be better to give 
Penner credit, instead of going into 
the routine cold. It’s well done, and 


the band, and her | 


| big. 


14 Mins.; Two (Special) 
Academy, New York 

Two boys and a girl doing radio 
personality takeoffs, most of which 
are good, but some RN. S8. h. Set- 
ting is similar to what other radio 
personality imitators are using on 
the stage these days. When the 
tenor of the group simulates such 
characters as Downey, Street Singer 
and Vallee, the act reaches its high 
point. His takeoff on Kate Smith 
isn’t so hot and except when the 
second boy copies the announcers, 
he’s off. Girl’s best bit is Gracie 
Allen and the Betty Boop things. 
Could cut some numbers and round 
out on okay act for anything left in 
vaude currently. The tenor should 
go far with that voice. 


On a five-act bill here and over 
Shan. 





LIBERTY, N. Y. 


The idea behind this Liberty the- 
atre vaudeville venture by Max 
Rudnick, who runs the strip and 
cooch shows next door at the El- 
tinge, is that for 15c and 25c two 
hours of show must be a bargain. 


The other idea is that the grade of 
show makes no difference—l5ce or 
25c is cheap enough if only for the 
two-hour flop, and there are no 
rules against sleeping. 

A so far successful try on a simi- 
lar basis at the Hippodrome prob- 
ably inspired this 42d street effort. 
But the Hipp in comparison offers 
a more salable show, while its ca- 
pacity is considerably larger. 


It's peanuts from top to bottom 
here, including the acts on the open- 
ing show and the total lack of help 
from the house. If the show is bad, 
the management is double in spades, 
and that takes in the management’s 
orchestra. There wasn’t any heat 
inside Saturday, opening day, and 
Saturday was a pretty cold winter 
by itself. 

Five acts tossed on the stage with 
no regard for art or humanity. Half 
the time the actors were playing tag 
with the spotlight man and they 
were seldom caught. When not 
doing blackouts with the spot oper- 
ating in the next village, the acts 
were trying to hear the applause 
from the six guys in the audience. 
At first the few customers tried to 
make up for the empties with sym- 
pathetic clapping, but after the No. 
2 act it was so cold they had to keep 
their hands in their overcoat 
pockets. 


No billing for the acts, inside or 
out. And maybe just as well. There 
were five in all. Acrobatic trio 
opened and a dance flash of five 
people closed. In between three 
mixed teams in a row. Harry Lor- 
raine is the booker. And Bozo Sny- 
der is an opera singer. 


Acrobatic turn is composed of two 
women and a man in hand balanc- 
ing. They bear great facial resem- 
blance, and looks like a father and 
two daughters. Larger of the girls 
does the lifting, showing exceptional 
power for a femme. With some 
dressing up the act would be a 
playable novelty. 

Mixed team No. 1, in the deuce, is 
mostly dancing, Man sings, though 
he shouldn't. It's worked out in 
‘one’ in the old-fashioned dance act 
manner, and shows no possibilities 


of time. 

Second team, a slight improve- 
ment, comprises a youthful looking 
couple who double in light comedy 
and dancing. An elderly man hops 
in for a couple of head spins at the 
finish, without getting the build-up 
that usually sends such a number 
over. Special house drop and set 
looks like it just finished a season 
as a target in navy gun practice, 
but the set is the least of the team’s 
worries. They need material and 
work much more, 


Material and work wouldn't harm 





would mean more by telling the 
audience beforehand what it’s all 
about. - 

As it stands, it’s a wobbly vaude 
act The best that can be said is 
that the girls haye a start of an act. 


the next-to-closing team, either. 


Girl does @ statuesque straight, 
showing up weil for a small person, 
while her partner is a short come- 
dian with an English music hall 
style and accent. They rough it 
up with some knockabout stuff at 
the finish, both taking their share 
of whacks. Nothing wrong with 
the getaway, but the early moments 
are ruinous. 

Flash closer contains four giris 
and a man. Latter looks familiar, 
probably around in other acts. Girls 
start in line and then branch out 
individually and as teams. Man 
with his high kicking and eccentric 
work is the act. Girls are inferior, 
in the first place, and look worse in 
contrast. 

‘Bachelor’s Affairs’ (W-W) is the 
opening picture. Policy splits the 
week on Wednesday and Saturday. 


In the past year under Rudnick’s 
guidance and since leaving legit, or 
since legit left it, the Liberty has 
tried everything but carnivals. 
There’s nothing in the new policy's 
opening bill to indicate anything but 
another disappointment. The shoe- 
string used here wouldn't even lace 
up a baby boot. Bige. 


LONDON PALLADIUM, 


London, Dec. 1. 


The third ‘Crazy Month’ at the 
Palladium is more like a musical or 
revue than any of its predecessors. 
It is said the special scenery and 
stage equipment for the month cost 
around $8,000. Unlike the previous 
efforta, were more or less 
impromptu, this has been rehearsed, 
and actually boasts of authors of 
the comedy numbers. These are: 
Marriott Edgar, old-time vaudevil- 
lian; Weston and Lee, musical show 
doctors, and Bud Flanagan (Filana- 
gan and Allen). 


The lineup of comics is the best 
there is in England, including Flan- 
agan and Allen, Billy Caryll and 
Hilda Mundy, Naughton and Gold, 
Teddy Brown, Eddie Gray and 
Nervo and Knox, besides two im- 
portations in the Colleano Family 
and Cardini. 


With such a galaxy of talent, if 
they were given material they 
should have proved sensational, but, 
judging by results, it does not look 
as if the authors had been burning 
the midnight oil. 


A sketch, titled ‘At the Filling 
Station,’ in which Nervo and Knox, 
as the: mechanics, get themselves 
smothered with flour, etc. is not 
nearly as funny as Douglas Wake- 
field’s ‘The New Garage,’ nor George 
Clarke’s ‘New Car.’ 


One of the big things is the open- 
ing of Ben Buro Mohammed's 14 
Thunderbolts, who go through a 
whirl of sensational tumbling, with 
the ‘gang’ supplying the comedy. 

The big number is in the first 
half. Titled ‘The Nifty Nineties,’ it 
proves to be a replica of the old 
Empire auditorium, with most of 
the comedians rendering impres- 
sions of old-time names, which were 
vociferously received, largely out of 
sentiment. 


The Colleano Family, also in the 
first half, are given a cabaret set- 
ting, and run through their stuif, 
which has enough in it to be la- 
beled ‘a miniature revue,’ to splen- 

1 results. Closing in ‘one,’ the 
male members go through their 
comedy acrobatic routine and stop 
the show. 


Cardini, who is reserved for the 
second part of the program, comes 
as a relief from all the noise and 
tumult. His card and billiard-ball 
manipulations and lighted cigaret 
illusions, although done here before, 
are so deftly executed as to bring 
him to the front rank. 


Bud Flanagan as the guide and 
Charlie Naughton as the only pas- 
senger of a sightseeing coach, are 
funny, and will be funnier as the 
show gets into stride. 

Teddy Brown's xylophone play- 
ing, in which he is assisted by the 
audience, who are handed some 
miniature instruments te practice 
on, will always be funny. 


Entire show costs around $9,000 
per week to operate, which does not 
include $3,000 overhead. 


Last ‘Crazy Month’ grossed 
around $88,000, which was $40,000 
profit. Judging by the first two 
nights and general comment, this 
month should easily duplicate the 
last month's grosses, and might 
even exceed them. 


ALBEE, BROOKLYN 


Al Seigel with Lillian Miles, his 
new singer find, cover the middle 
spot at the Albee, being the one 
new act on the half. Closer, a 
giri band carrying Vincent Lopez’ 
name but led by a girl. Lopez 
doesn't appear with the  ag- 
gregation, which calls itself Vincent 








Lopez’ Rebutantes. Fair enough 
bill, but not particularly strong for 
b. o. .attraction. ‘French Police’ 
(Radio) on the screen. 


Picture is being played day and 
date with the Mayfair, Broadway. 


ing and manage the one real com- 
edy moment on the program. Toto, 
the clown, deuces, 

Saturday matinee attendance okay, 


but price is down to 35 cents then. 





| 
Block and Sully are next to clos- | 
j 


Looks like only fair week. Shan. 


STATE, N. Y. 


Opening the current State bill of 


five acts, Maximo is still doing his | 


familiar wire act. George Olsen 
with Ethel Shutta and band make 
their first Vaude appearance since 
going radio. They take the middle 
spot for the fullest returns. The 
familiar Michons close, following 
Artie Lewis with Peggy Ames in a 
fast comedy-chatter turn. Ahead of 
Olsen and following Maximo are the 
four Radio Rubes from the air. 

That's a well-balanced half of a 
combo program, placing as it does 
the greatest amount of the enter- 
tainment right in the middle be- 
tween the opening and closing acts, 
both of which perform nifty in their 
own right, even if being rather fa- 
miliar to most observers. 

The Olsen draw was very per- 
ceptible Saturday matinee, when the 
show was caught. Miss Shutta 
doing two song numbers to close the 
act, high class (New Acts). 

Nearly a decade has passed since 
Maximo first showed his knee-bend- 
ing and see-saw board wire tricks 
to an American audience. It was at 
the Walter L. Main circus in Chi- 
cago. There are iron gray wisps 
around the wire-walker’s temples. 
Maximo, nevertheless, still offers 
customers a kick with these same 
tricks, perhaps not as keenly as be- 
fore, but okay. Few may have ex- 
celled Maximo’s six full minutes on 
the wire. 

The Radio Rubes perform in an 
accustomed vaude manner, indicat- 
ing that style on the radio and the 
stage have a similarity. Yet while 
the Olsen group very smartly re- 
frain from mentioning their air con- 
nections, the Rubes do so by men- 
tioning their station outlet. 

The hillbilly quartet works before 
a special drop in ‘two.’ Sort of 
small town setting with all lights 
up. One of the team who particu- 
larly scores simulates various musi- 
cal and other noises. 

Olsen and the le ter act work be- 
fore a visible mii:e on the stage. 
The hillbilly quartet with their 
guitar, banjo and mouth organ stuff 
besides rube songs go over very 
happily. 

Lewis and Miss Ames, whe cover 
the next-to-shut spot, just suits the 
State audience. From the moment 
this mixed pair goes on, Lewis as 
Hebe wisecracker, hit the bell from 
the start. Lewis’ ‘don’t budder,’ 
phrase and his funny manner of 
waving the audience into a feigned 
disregard of his cracks goes over 
big. Act closes with that familiar 
tall boy stooge whom Lewis carries 
around. 

But how the years have spanned 
vaude to radio is indicated that 
while Maximo pleased and _ the 
Michons fared well enough in their 
familiar rough-and-tumble antics, 
it is noticeable that most of the 
customer interest was with Olsen 
and the other alr act. 

Although these two acts prove a 
certain b.o. attraction the State biz 


wan't outstanding, and biz this 
week may not be exceptional, al- 
though good. But maybe the 


weather and pre-Xmas period are 
abilis. There’s a thought that the 
illusionary quality rendered to acts 
on the air, providing them with a 
b.o. interest for customers, becomes 
destroyed when the acts hit the 
stages, especially on Broadway, 
where the audiences are so wised 
up to their entertainment styles. 
Taking the same acts inland in 
the particular spots where their lis- 
tener interest is more concentrated 
both the acts and the theatre can 
benefit. After all is said and done, 
the lack of flesh entertainment is 
felt most keenly by the inlanders, 
who probably will be the first to im- 
pel that revival of stage entertain- 
ment that must come. Shan, 


PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Dec. 19. 

Final week of Saturday openings. 
Only four acts, but an expensive 
four. And an excellent show to go 
with Radio’s ‘False Faces’ for the 
six-day windup. Next week Ben 
Bernie from College Inn will defy 
the week before Christmas jinx. 

Mae Wynn Foursome, heavy on 
the buck, opened smartly. Drill on 
the steps gave them a strong get- 
away. Herman Hyde and his snake- 
hipping grand duchess, who breaks 
out lowdown in between the austere 
moods, kept the jury continuously 
diverted. 

Will Mahoney finished in a sea of 
perspiration hanging to the solid 
pontoon of public enthusiasm. He 
did a Scotch opening number, and in 
certain other respects varied his act 
out of respect for the fact that he 
played the Chicago for B&K a 
couple of months ago. Opposition 
between B&K and RKO is brushed 
aside. Dozens of acts have played 
both circuits locally, sometimes 
B&K follows, sometimes RKO fol- 
lows. It’s never made the slightest 
difference to anybody, including the 
ability of the acts to get across. 

Dave Apollon, master showman, 








gets comedy and wow specialties out | 


of a tribe of Filipino mandolin 
twangers. This is an achievement 
of no mean distinction in itself. 
Danzi Goodell, Laura Williams and 
Jeanne and Bob are a battery of 


| heavy artillery that demolishes any 


resistance that might remain to 
complete audience surrender. 


Biz fair. Land, 


DOWNTOWN, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Dec. 8 
Ten years ago, the current bill 
|at this house would have comprised 
jan almost average first five acts of 


an Orpheum program. Al! that is 
lacking is a next-to-closing sock 
comedy draw and a flash finish. And 
today the acts cost about a third 
of what they did a decade ago. 
Opening are the Vivians, twu 


girls and a4 man tumbling and body 

balancing act, neatly topped by the 
man's table-perch work, which 
should finish rather than the hippo- 
drome tumbling that follows. Mabel 


Blondell is next with overdrawn 
songalogs anent various types of 
femmes. Needs polish and a re- 


straint, but otherwise interesting. 


Pepito, the clown, and Sonuarni 
and Mitchi, Javanese dancers, elab- 
orate a bit on the turns they pre- 
sented about three weeks ago at 
the Paramount, a block away, and 
in the case of the dancers, pad with 
fan and death mask Terpsichore. 
Both went over to good returns, 
Pepito on third and the dancers 
closing. 

Earl LaVere and Babe Kane were 
next-to-shut and about died at the 
start because of LaVere’s penchant 
for relating anecdotes about Scotch- 
men instead of devoting more time 
to his excellent accordion manipu- 
lation and Miss Kane's cute and 
successful song delivery. When the 
pair wound up with some pleasing 
musical entertainment, audience 
forgot all about the Scotcimen. 


House was about two-thirds filled 
opening matinee. Feature is ‘They 
Call It Sin’ (FN). Cliff Webster, 
the ever-smiling, always patient 
and encouraging house leader, is 
back at work after an illness. Clift 
is just about vaudeville’s last fron- 
tier. 


ACADEMY, N. Y. 


For a bill to go boom-de-aye at 
the Academy it has to be pretty bad, 
and this one certatnly comes within 
that classification. It is obviously 
that in response to Skouras orders 
the Keith bookers have given the 
budget some hefty slicing, but that 
doesn’t account for the way they 
went about putting this one to- 
gether. It’s neither good booking 
nor good entertainment. 


At the initial Saturday unveiling 
the listless jamboree opened with a 
slow dancing act, gave the deuce 
spot to a quiet piece of monology. 
unlimbered the Frances Langford 
tonsils for the next inning, assigned 
the next-to-shut to a shilly-shally 
exhibition of stoogery that may 
have been funny were some one like 
Ted Healy there to snap the whip, 
and wound things up with a roller- 
skating act that tried to be different 
but turned out a perfunctory filler. 
They may be easy to satisfy down 
in the i4th street belt, but they 
won't come back for many more like 
this. 


Quarter tap for the first show had 
then stamped near capacity on the 
main floor and the mezzanine. 
Sharp slump set in as soon as the 
price went to two bits and a nickel. 
Judging from the close scanning 
they gave the picture exhibits out 
front it was the Clara Bow re- 
entry, ‘Call Her Savage’ (Fox), that 
was responsibie for the early rush 
and the attraction that will bring 
the house whatever business it gets 
this week. 

For the introductory slot on the 
stage array there was Jay Seiler to 
shuffle the tootsies in an assortment 
of eccentric bits that aroused little 
excitement, and his partner, Frances 
Willis, for a series of acrobatic 
stretching exercises that were 
neither fetching in their execution 
or optically alluring. Burt Milton 
did the piano honors for them. 

Clyde Hager followed this yp with 
a pitchman harangue that got a 
laugh here and there, but for the 
most part was pretty innocuous. 
After a fumbling bit of introduction 
over the loudspeaker, Frances Lang- 
ford, a fair-looking lass who once 
had a sustaining outlet over WOR, 
Newark, took possession of a mike 
for three pop numbers. Parting of 
the curtains didn't get her a single 
pat of recognition. As a warbler of 
pop numbers the girl’s okay, but 
only several weeks before, Irene 
Beasley, with a style and voice 
practically just like hers, piayed 
this very same spot, and so there 
was nothing for the customers to 
go gaga about. Miss Langford 
failed to uncork much of a rise until 
she reached the ‘Lord, Yeu Made 
the Night Too Long’ item. Happens 
also that Irene Beasley did this, 
number and the one that followed 
on the Langford repertoire. 

When Garner, Wolf and Hakins, 
ex Ted Healy stooges, broke in their 
hooligan affair several months ago 
at the Grand Opera House, the thing 
had a heap of promise in it. As it 
unrolled at the Academy it was un- 
funny in most spots and showed 
that it had been considerably tin- 
kered with. Laughs were few and 
|far between. Bad timing hurt the 
biggest laugh possibilities of the act, 
ithe sudden ripping off of the giri 
| bit-player's dress. As the straight 
for these three lads, who are trying 





}to find their way around, Jack 
; Walsh hasn't turned out so hot. 
| Boys fared nicely, however, wher 
i (Continued on page 38) 
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Roxy's Idea of Routing His Radio 
City Presentations in RKO Keys 





presentation units emanating 
from the Roxy theatre in Radio City 
and produced by Roxy may be the 
new form of $1.50 two-a-day variety 
show in the big town RKO vaude- 
ville theatres next season The idea 
js under advisement, If taking form 
will be the ‘new kind of vaudeville’ 
which Martin Beck has been men- 
tioning. 

{t will involve re-establishment of 
an RKO production department, 
which Roxy has advocated since 
joining the circuit two years ago. 
In the past all Keith and RKO ex- 
periments with their own production 
staffs have been costly failures, 

The problem at present, and still 
unsolved, is how to shave the Roxy 
shows down to the other theatres’ 
budget limitations without impair- 
ing their value. The stage shows at 
the smaller Radio City house are 
expected to be heavy on the pro- 
duction end, with few names among 
the acts, but enough people on the 
stage to bring the salary list up 
pretty high. 

Presentations have been used and 
dropped by the other eircuits, but 
RKO has not had any experience in 
that field. Presentations differ 
basically from regular vaudeville in 
that they feature scenery over tal- 
ent and personalities. 


WEBER-SIMON 














AGCY. SPLITS 





After a four-year alliance the 
Weber-Simon agency is dissolving, 
with the two families going their 
separate ways. The Simon boys will 
eontinue their RKO agency in New 
York while the Webers leave the 
east to operate exclusively on the 
Coast. It removes the Weber name 
from the New York agency field 
where it has been established for 
20 years. 

Irving, Johnny and Ferdie Simons 
left Chicago four years ago, giving 
up what was then the largest 
agency business in the middie west, 
to merge with the Weber office. 
The combined lists of acts made 
Weber-Simon the largest RKO 
agency. In some weeks 40% of all 
acts playing the circuit were booked 
by W-S, with the agency’s com- 
mish check reaching $4,000 and 
$5,000 at times. At the present time 
the total commission for all RKO 
agencies is less than $3,000. 

For tne past few years Harry 
Weber has been on the Coast most- 
ly, in the Weber-Simon Hollywood 
office. His brother Herman will now 
join him out there. Harry’s son, 
Herbert, is already active in the 
coast office, The New York 
agency business will be carried on 
by Irving and Ferdie Simons. 
Johnny is in Arizona for his health. 

While the actual business part- 
nership is off, the two factions will 
maintain relationship by an ex- 


ehange of acts between the two 


FLYING HUTCHINSONS — 


PLAYING OUTSIDE N. Y.. 


Balked py refusal of the children’s 
soclety and Mayor McKee to permit | 
stage appearance of their two chil- | 
dren for RKO in New York, the 
flying Hutchinsons will go into 
Elizabeth and other New Jersey 
towns. RKO opens the Hutchinson 
family probably the last half of this 
week. 

They were originally booked for 
this week at the Prospect, Brooklyn. | 


Bernivici’s BR. 
Starts 4 Agents 
Indie Vode Idea 











Eddie Keller, Maurie Rose, Arthur 
Blondell and Bill Mack, all fran- 
chised RKO agents, have formed 
a partnership for the purpose of 
organizing their own independent 
booking office and vaudeville agency. 

with them is Count 
leader of a femme band 


Associated 
Bernivici, 
act. 

Whether the indie venture will be 
in addition to their RKO agency 
businesses or will involve relinquish- 
ing of their RKO franchises, isn’t 
known. They propose to both book 
theatres and sell acts. 

Bernivici’s participation is due to 
the fact that he dug up the bank- 
roll. 


DAVIS-DARNELL NOW 


KLEIN TAKES 


4G’S COAX A MACKAY 
INTO THE ROXY, WM. Y. 


Anna Case, former Metropolitan 
singer, will rate $4,000 for her one | 


RKO Settles with Pearce-Velie for 
607, ist of 3006 in Act Claims 





week’s performance at the old 
Roxy, beginning Friday (16). She 
ie the wife of Clarénee Mackay 
Postal Terégraph head and father- 
im-faw of Irving Berlin. 

Miss Case will augment the usual 
Stage show staged at the house by 
Frank Cambria. 








+ ——EE 
| AL SIEGAL RISKING RKO has decided t« settle the 
claim of Nayan Pearce nd Jay 
HEALTH FOR NEW At | VehHe for about 60% rat! than 
|} stand suit. Team will recei $1,500 


| for its claim of $2,200 on unplayed 
Ow of bed and woking against | 4 

. . te and extra transportation 

doctor’s orders, A! Siegal broke in 


his new gir] ‘find,’ Lillian Miles, at 


contracts 
expenger. 





B WAY FOR 
2-A-DAY 


Arthur Klein's two-a-day straight 
vaudeville venture, oviginally in- 
tended for Warners’ Hollywood, will 


g0 into the Broadway (formerly 
Hammerstein’s) instead, opening 
Dec. 26. Ted Healy, Russ Columbo 


and band, James Barton and Seeley 
and Fields, all on percentage, are 
set for the first bill. 


Aiter losing out on the Hollywood 
when WB decided to retain that 
theatre for pictures. Klein obtained 
the Broadway for practically noth- 
ing from the banker-owners. His 
deal is on a straight percentage 
basis with Feiber & Shea, repre- 
senting the Prudence Bond Co. 

Under the terms the first $4,000 
taken in at the box office goes to 
Klein for house expenses, excluding 
rent and including all overhead 
items and house employes (musi- 
cians, stage hands, ushers, ete.). The 
next $2,500 goes to the bond com- 
pany for rent. 

After that it’s all if money, with 
Klein and the owners sharing 50-50. 
The acts under their percentage ar- 
rangements will be paid by Klein 
out of his end. With only the open- 
ing and No. 2 acts on straight sa- 
lary, cost of the bill will be guided 
by the gross. 

Klein has lowered his proposed 
admission top to $1 during the week 
and $1.50 Saturdays and Sundays. 
The Broadway seats 1;800. Inten- 
tions are to hold the shows for 








] 

Davis and Darnell had to with- | 
draw from the current bill at Loew’s | 
State, New York, an hour before | 
the opening show Friday (9) be- 
cause their main prop, a large auto, 
couldn't get by the stage door. It 
cost the team $45 to find that out. 

Removing the fenders, the car got 
stuck in the doorway. Only way 
to get it out was in the wrong di- 


rection, so Davis and Darnell went 
out with it. From now on they’re 
going to use a motorcycle, says | 
Frank Davis. 
The Loew office got Lewis and! 
Ames out of bed on a hurry call) 
to fill in. 
{ 


Pug’s Vaude Try 








coasts, 


‘SALLY’S’ DENVER TAKE. 
RETURNS FM TO CITY 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 

Decision of Fanchon & Marco to} 
roadshow their ‘Sally’ tab at the 
Broadway, Denver, after picture 
house managers had turned thumbs 
down, and the resulting successful 
week's engagement is causing the 
flicker house in the Colorado city 
to do an about-face, 

Negotiations are now on with 
F&M to return to stage units there | 
starting Christmas day if routing 
of shows can be made by that time. 

F&M units are also expected to 
be back in Minneapolis around the 
holidays or shortly thereafter, after 
being ont for several months. 





} 





MONTGOMERY’S F-M DANCES 


Dec. 12. 


Hollywood, 





Benny Leonard, the fighter, is to 


|} try for vaude through RKO. 


He’s been booked for the Pros- 
pect, Brooklyn, to open Dec. 21 on | 
a showing date. 


Bob Brandeis’ Crackup | 


Driving in bad weather from 
Phiadelphia to New York Sunday 
(11), Bob Brandeis, blackface come- 
dian, suffered head injuries in a car 
smashup. Though cut and bruised, | 

i 





injuries are not serious, 
Brandeis was returning from date 


}at Fay’s, Philly. | 





' 
| 
| 
Doc Rockwell at R. C. | 
Dr. Rockwell will be among the 
vaudeville singles on the opening | 
Radio City Music Hall show. He's; 
in for four weeks at $2.500 per. 
Danny Collins, RKO agent, ar- | 
ranged the booking. j 


dosent | 





Hodgdon on Theatres 


FAVOR A MOTORCYCLE 


| difficulties, 
| call the deal off. Most of the work- 


ing 


two-week runs. 

Earl Carroll’s ‘Vanities’ closed at 
the Broadway Saturday (16). House 
remains dark until the Klein open- 
ing. 


SIDESWIPER SUIT 


How an automobile side-swiping 
accident at Elizabeth, N. J., ruined 
a vaude act’s stock in trade will be 
aired in N. Y. Supreme Court this 
week when Donatella’s case against 
Felix Gottlicker, non-pro, comes to 
trial, 

Donatella’s accordions and con- 
certinas totaling $2,500 in value 
were strapped on the running- 


| board when the sidesewiping ruined 


them. 


. This is the firet claim itled of 
;} the Mainstreet, Kansas City, last . . " - f RK eo 
. “s the ny pending against KAYO. 
week, She had been around Holly- - a 2 : ~ S ' 
: sircuit's total obHgation to acte is 
wood and in Alms when fo by | “rs : 
wae filme n found PY | cstimated at $300,000. 

Siegal. As 50% owner of the Pearce- Velie 
| Siegal is practically risking his | act, which has since disbanded, 
life by working in order to get the | Eddie Keller, RKO agent, advised 
act started, He'll stay with it for] Martin Beck a short time szgo that 


he could have his share of the claim, 
But in the meanwhile it was deter- 
mined that Keller had disposed ef 
his share to Miss Pearce. ‘The set- 
|tlement is on the total Pearce-Keller 
obligation. 


weeks and then return to the 


and bed. 
Unable to reach a setilement on 


‘ her own or through her agent, 

Keller, Miss Pearce gave the case to 

in OXY | weve Goodman, fermer Keith- 

: Albee chief counsel. Latter turned 


| the matter over to another lawyer, 


Vs Whit R | Samuel Spring, who negotinted the 
Geo. e now 


settlement. 
Settlement was decided on upon 
Roxy and George White go to bat 
over Ray Bolger this week. Frank 


recommendation from RWKO's legal 
Gillmore was picked by both sides 


| four 
(oast 














department, which advised againet 
going to court. 


‘Stranded Vode Show 
Paid Off by Booker 
When Ghost No Walkee 


Seven acts stcanded last week by 
the no-payoff collapse of the Grand, 
Hamilton, were paid and trans- 
ported back to New York by An 
thur Fisher, who booked the show 
Folding occurred at the end of the 
theatre’s first week’s vaudeville try, 

Acts were Redford and Wallace, 


Tracy and Vinette, Pease and Nek 
son, Anthony and Rogers, Balla- 
cordia 5, Willie Solar and Charlie 
Masters and Co. 

They played the entire week, but 
when payoff time came there was 
no ghost. Best the acts could do 
at the police station was to re- 
ceive the free advice that they 
might possibly collect in a civil suit, 
Fisher sent the carfare ‘back home 


LOEW'S BALTO 
OPPOSISH OFF 


Loew has raised the ban against 
acts playing the indie Hippodrome, 





to arbitrate. 

Bolger was recently set by Roxy | 
for the Radio City Music Hall at 
$1,500 per, but White claims pos- 
session of a prior contract with the 
comic which still has two years to 
£0. 

White contends Bolger, who was 
in the jast ‘Scandals,’ signed a 
three-year contract, of which only 
one year has expired. For 1933 and 
1934 Bolger’s salary under the pur- 
ported White contract would be 
$900 and $1,250. » 


RKO EVEN UNDERBIDS 
INDIE VODE BOOKERS 


RKO’s vaudeville salaries in some 
instances are now lower than those 
paid by the indie bookers. It’s 
probably the first time a major 
booking office has attempted to un- 
der-buy the indies. 

Such figures as $250 for seven- 
people flash acts and opening acts at 
$35 for four days are being offered 
and accepted daily on the sixth floor. 


—_— 


CLIFF WORK’S FINALE 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 
Cliff Work is making a final trip 
under his RKO contract, covering 
Salt Lake and other points. 























Booking Offices Agree to Control 
Act Salaries But Merger Idea Off 


+ 


Esiablishment of a centra) clear- 
ing house for all stage bookings by 
the four major variety circuits— 
RKO, Loew, Warners and Publix— 
under a physical merge of the pres- 
ent individual booking offices, is 
coid. The circuits decided to aban- 
don the proposition in a final dis- 
cussion of the matter last week. 

It was agreed all around that a 
mutual understanding among the 
separate booking offices will serve 
to control the salary problem well 
enough. The salary chopping idea 
the chief purpose behind the 


was 
'eentral booking bureau plan, any- 
way. 


Predictions that co-joining under 
one roof might lead to unforeseen 
led to the decision 


details had set and 
project okayed by the circuits’ own 
legal departments. Plan was to 
place the four booking staffs in one 


peen 


to | 


| for their screens. 
the | 


{well as straivhtaway. 


} 


| Baltimore. Opposition waz declared 
la coupe of months ago when the 
Hipp went into vaudeville and com- 
menced to play name shows in come- 
petition with Loew’s Century. 
Acts playing the Hipp cannot, of 
course, play the Century, but the ban 
is now off for them on the rest of 
the Loew circuit. Heretofore a date 
jat the Hipp meant no dates in any 


‘CHEAP VAUDE’S CHANCE 202 (ice 


Loew was said to have found owt 








SEEN IN EXHIBS’ NEEDS ‘*"* it was sacrificing its other 
| houses by its drastic action in be- 
a alae half of one theatre. The Hipp has 


a had no troube obtaining acts despite 
Chicago, Dee. 12. the opposish decaration. 


Tommy Saceo, indie booker, has 








opened a branch office in Milwaukee 

with George Erlinger as manager Vaude After 2 Yrs. 
jand N, H. Wesley as field man. He 

also expects to have branches in Canton. O.. Dee. 12. 

j Detroit and Indianapolis. With the matene - recently re 
Sacco Just came in off the road opened, due to revive vaudeville 
jand thinks that cheap small time | here after an absence of stage 
| VaReevaRe will have a good chance! shows for more than two years, 
| after the first oi the year as exhibs | Loew’s, across the street, is re- 


form of support | ported readying the house for stage 
He | attractions also, 


special - 


Team’s Foreign 10 Wks. 


Morgher are sailing 


must have some 
will specialize 
attractions as 
vaude as some | 
; managers have a prejudice against 
vaude. 


in so-called 


Large and 


Lester Montgom«e ry, dance stager 
last in Detroit, is now with Fan- Herschel Stuart is bringing Ray | office, with each continuing indivi-| gacco placed tent show troupe,| Friday (16) on the Bremen for 10 
chon & Marco. He has just finishea | Hodgdon into the theatre depart-  Qualiy but all supervised by a neu- |the Verne Slout Players, at the| weeks’ booking in Engl: nd, France 
routining the numbers in ‘Sor | wo of RKO. tral office head or manager. Tivol, Gary, Indiana, last week. | and Germany. | 
Belles.’ Hodgdon was one of those let The circuit booking representa- | Three matinee: a week, one a night. | They open in Birmingham Dec, 26, . 
Sonny Lamont has been added am Fe of the booking office by Martin {/ tives are reported meeting privately |two chanves of. bill plus pictures | booked through the William Morris 
the cast of this unit. | Beck. once & week on salaries 'will he the honee nolicv at 3fe top. | oMee. 


<— 
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Loew's and Morris Agency Okay: 
Cantor to Play Loew's, Also Publix 


Loew and the William Morris of- 
fice have settled their differences 
with the agency again franchised 
and back in the booking office. Re- 


the now 
and its lead- 


newal of relations between 
leading variety circuit 
ing agency franchise holder 
Loew's invitation and following an 
agreement on bookings for the 
Bddie Cantor-Morris proposed $2 
audeville bill which Loew had 

ared ‘opposition.’ 

femporarily setting aside the two- 


de- 


was at} 


{the first bid in all towns for the bill 

Protection against competitive play- 
ing in Loew towns was the Morris 
otfice’s conce on in return for its 
franchise. 

Loew's theatre department waged 
ithe fight against Cantor and Mor- 
ris, superseding the booking office in 
the matter. Ed Schiller, in charge | 
of the matter, offered Morris the | 
alternative of dropping the vaude- | 
ville proposition or giving up its} 
Loew franchise. Morris decided to 


go through with the vaudeville idea 








a-day percentage vaudeville idea, | after Loew wouldn't raise the ante 
Cantor opens single for Publix | over its original bid of $12,000 for 
Christmas week at $10,000. Brook- | the whole Cantor show, Cantor de- 
lyn will be the opening date, fol- | clared he was guaranteed more than 
lowed by New York, Detroit and /that in the independent theatres | 
Chicago. Cantor will continue his | against percentage. 
Sunday night commercial broad- During the Morris agency's Loew | 
casts by remote control from the disfranchisement, lasting more eae | 
two western towns. a week, none of the acts represented | 
Road Show Still on |} by Morris was booked with Loew | 
Following the Publix time Canto | by another agent or agent, although 
may play a few solo weeks for Loew | every name on the Morris list had 
or proceed with the vaudeville show. | been approached by other agents | 
In the latter event Loew will have | within two days after the barring. 





FEMMES BALK, | 
WALKS OVER 
BILLING 


Publix had its troubles over the 


with two femme name 
singles who objecte® to their bill- 


ing, one walking and the other 


balking but sticking on a compro- 
mise. Girls were Fannie Brice and 
Lillian Roth. 

Miss Roth walked out on a $1,500 
job at the Paramount, New York, 
Friday (9) because Borrah Mine- 
vitch got first billing. It was her 
first date 
Hollywood 
gone on spec for a picture come- 
back, without landing. 

Miss Brice resented tl proposed 
top billing for Georgie Raft at the 
Paramount, Brooklyn, when Raft 
came in for a personal on a studio 
booking. His Par picture, ‘Under- 
cover Man,’ is on the same shcw. 
After Miss Brice had threatened to 
walk an agreement was effected, 
both sides giving in a bit. Compro- 
mise billing carries the stage show, 
headed by Miss Brice, on top, with 
Raft and the film underneath but in 
larger type. 

Miss Brice’s Brooklyn week and 
previous stanza at the New York 
Par both were under a year-old 
contract at $5,000 a week. 


from 
had 


since returning 


where Miss Roth 


CLASSY DANCING 








IN TAXI 
PLACES 


; Ans 


| dame 


ACADEMY, N. Y. 


| 
| 
(Continued from page 36) 
|, hey went into their instrumental 
|i nterlude 
page stooging. by this same 
— ade a mess of the act that 
ed and closed the show It 
vas the Dalton and Rose rotler- 
feteefe. act. Somebody gave them 
a bad piece of steering when they 
idvised a comedy afterpiece te the 


routine, 2 series of 
conventional in the 
but exciting enough to 
-time shew. Not centent 
the pair yielded to the 
idea and cheapened things 


turn’s regular 
whirls and spins 
makeup, close 
small 
with this, 


afte! piece 


|}for themselves and the house To 
| begin with, it was poor judgment for 
the Management to let Jack Walsh 
come out and plead with the cus- 
tomers to stay for the last act as 
they had a big siwprise coming to 
them. 


That big surprise was the comedy 
addenda. In calling for volunteers 
from the audience to step up 


Dalton give them a dizzy whirl, the 
stooges started off with a two-bit | 
| offer for any one that dared. 

After a couple of kids had’ been 


through an unfunny 
ering across the 
whirl in the Dalton 

the stoozes called 
woman volunteer, offering’ a buck 
for the take-up. Act hada hefty 
weighing around 259 framed 
to pick up the dare, but some girl in 
the audience who couldn't pass up 
the chance of an easily earned buck 
got to the stage before the other 
woman and there was nothing for 
the boys to do but go through with 
it. Slender one got the buck and 
the act had to come through with 
another one for the hefty stooge, who 
was on that salary for each per- 
formance. 

Manner in which that dollar 
shelled out gave the fix away. All 
the act got for the two bucks ex- 
pended was a_ single unanimous 
laugh. On the basis of these two- 
buck shellouts per performance, it 
is to wonder whether it’s worth 
while. Unless that first perform- 
ance convinced that the thing 


put 
stage 
ing a 


arms, for a 


was 





Featured in Broadway's newest 
dance place, the Cosmopolitan, base- 
the site of the 
Slipper nite club, are 
and Frank Farnum, 
Their 
are in lights 
they're advertised as willing to en- 
gage free- 
for-all, plain and fancy hoofing with 
Besides, they do 


ment ballroom on 
former Silver 
Bee Jackson 
two standard hoofers. names 
the marquee in and 
in catch-as-catch-can, 


the $1 customers. 
exhibition specialties when not en- 


gaged in this glorified taxi dancing. 
The Cosmo a!so features a flock 
of ex-showgirls as partners on the 


hoof instead of the ordinary type 
taxi dancer. 
Another nitery, Everglades, also 


is slated to go dance- 
Montmartre has 
25ec hoof em- 


on West 48th, 
hall. The snooty 
already done so as a 
porium, 

Competish is so keen that it’s 
down to a 10c admish in some spots. 
The Strand Roof, also a former 


nitery, is in the penny-a-dance 
category, selling 50 spiels for a half 
buc k. 


Fred Solomon’s Penny-a-Dance, 
Los Angeles’ sailors’ haven of hoof- 
ery, has long been a big money 
maker in that copper division. 

























BRyant 9-7800 





Marcus Loew 
BOOKING AGENCY 


General Executive Offices 


LOEW BUILDING 
ANNE X 


160 WEST 46"ST- 
NEW YORK CITY 








J. H. LUBIN 


GENEKAL MANAGER 


need as Ba 


MARVIN H. SCHENCK 


BOCKING MANAGER 






























wouldn't do. Odec. 


ORPHEUM, N. Y. 


In Yorkville Friday is the night 


when they let the dishes go until 
later and take in a nabe house. And 


it was that kind of an audience that 
was predominantly on hand for the 
last show of the current vaude 


debut day. It doesn't take a lot to 
please these regular Friday night 
customers, so that no act on the oc- 
casion had any difficulty bringing 
home the bacon. 

What the Loew bookers dished up 
for them here made a pretty good 
assortment of family entertainment. 
There were no standard headliners 
to make any front of the house 
splash about, but there were a 
couple of seasoned turns on the bill 
that can always be depended upon 
to perk up a nabe stage gathering. 
The Honey Troupe started the ac- 
tion with a fast bombardment of 
teeterboard gymnastics, and Vic 
Oliver filled the next-to-shut stanza 
with heaps for these folks to laugh 
about. Oliver drew enough hilarity 
to earn himself an exit ovation that 
tied things up until he came back 
for an encore. 

Comics playing this spot are wise 
to the fact that Yorkville vaude 
fans like their humor grooved down 
to fundamentals, and the fun dis- 
pensers made it a point to satisfy 
this penchant. Regaling these cus- 
tomers with the stuff related to the 
more intimate phases of their every 
day living makes for. surefire 
laughs. Occasional resorts to 
homely touches of humor accounted 
in great part for the uproarious re- 
ception garnered by Oliver, with the 
same thing going for the trey spot- 
ters, Pettet and Douglas. 

After the Honey mixed sixsome 
proved that the shoulders could be 
made a safe and natural resting 
place for the other fellow’s feet and 
balance and romped off to a noisy 
fare-thee-well, Peggy Calvert took 
over the deuce niche for a cycle of 
warbling that failed to make much 
of an impression until she _ got 
around to a torch number. With 
the aid of reference to a Joan 
Crawford impersonation, a baby 
spot in the foots and another shot 
from the right entrance, the plat- 
inum blonde went big on the emo- 
tional hoke and had them pounding 
for more. Encouragement here suf- 
ficed to bring her back for a Sophie 
Tuckeresque version of ‘Some One 
of These Days’ that gained her an- 
other sally. Evidently these two are 
the sock numbers in her repertoire, 
and the pair that precede merely 
served to wile away the balance 
of the 9 or 10 minutes she fills. In 
any event, this interim gives them 
a chance to absorb the finer points 
and curves of the Calvert figure 
and they're a lots of them to make 
optical note of. 

Pettet:- and Douglas followed, to 
unveil something different in phy- 
sical contrasts about a _ crossfire 
team, but nothing so different in the 














| quality of their material, Tall lad 
| and his midget partner, however, 
fared well on the appreciation. 
Thickly sprinkled among their gags 
; were the intimate references, with 
j} the laughs here robust and ele- 


and let | 


y exhibit of 
stage Follow - | 


and Rose | 
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| 
| mental. Pair also did well with ORPHEUM MPLS 
| their tap interludes 4 
Stooging for him on a couple bits - Minneapolis, Dec. 8 
of chatter exchange and also on a Due to the length of ‘The Ingen- 
violin duet Vic Oliver had Margot! ues’ act and ‘The Conquerors® 
Crangle. What she did was okay.| (Radio), on the screen, this week's 
But the laugh and applause rewards | bill numbers only four acts, instead 
were all Oliver's. . of the usual five. It's a plenty 
Lots of spice and pace about the / money's worth for 55c, however, the 
Wilma and Earlyne Wallace terpsy | headline feature or the picture alone 
| shindig that closed the show. In| being well worth the admission 
| the girls there's an equal balance| price. But the public, deterred by 
of looks and talent, while the Coen| the low state of its finances, sub- 
Brothers can toss off a deft preci- | zero weather and pre-Christmas in- 
| Sion buck and wing. Teddy Wren]! fluences, is not turning out in any- 
| rounds out the act’s personnel, where nearly the numbers which the 
— his specialty an acrobatic quality of entertainment merits. 
SpHt. — ae 4 : Joe Fanton and his company, two 
Pane | ‘ cr a 7 ‘7 > ve . *? 
Rg inl a, — Peng neal gk men and a woman, open with a good 
a . ~|ring act in which several of the 
|} a two-reel short, ‘Show Business feats are sensational For a thrill 
|} (Metro) and the usual string of eate _—s nt wear pe . ‘o t.. rpg oa 
| newsclips. Business was close to ae climax, . woe POURS GARG DAS 
‘apacity on the nether floor and| ‘* dropped with 4,000 pounds pres- 
eo ove sure on a spring board to catapult 
two-thirds in the upper spaces. . : “ : , ; 
Odec Fanton high in the air upside down 
‘ to the suspended rings where he 
winds up hanging by his toes. 
CENTURY, BALTO. Ola Lilith, a slender blonde who 
presents a striking figure in a tight- 
“ Baltimore, Dec. 9. fitting velvet gown with ermine 
rhere are two ways of facing those trimming, but whose poor make-up 
| pre-Xmas weeks in show business. | around her eyes detracts from her 
ihe eany Way 20s, Molon is eben | eee in ee a ee 
down to the inevitable There's a sour” Waa No. 2 ek’ Gataianeeliy. 
. ; y > a . a . ee ose “e 
ick walk oles ae te hey she exhibits a deep contralto voice 
pertng « yo it the per a and some mimicry and acting abil- 
currently, and will ree off nlemee ity in her numbers which includes a 
of profit for its bravery, while the praeneaya folk net and - ig 0 
other spots in town ave 3 Ateaie comedy bit in broken English. Her 
: : are curing UP. | pest contribution is an American 


While the other theatres are put- 
ting on their screens and stages the 
left-over stuff that they want to 
get rid of, this house is delivering 
a high-cost and smacking show, pre- 
Xmas or no. And the show is do- 
ing business. 

It’s Burns and Allen for 
Nothing else on the bill fi 
strength at the box-office. 
‘Scarlet Dawn’ (FN) 
those things that 
round of planning. 

Around the B. @ A. 
booker has arranged a sock show: 
a bill that'll cause plenty of talk 
around town and which will build, 


the coin. 
gures real 

Feature, 
is just one of 
drew a healthy 


duo, the 


| despite the handicap of the first 
snow and ice of the winter. 
Burns and Allen are closing the 


show with an act that is essentially 
the same turn they were doing tn 
vaude two years ago before they 
crashed into the microphone and 
started making ‘in person’ appear- 
ances. Maybe there’s a new gag 
or two twisted into the cross-fire, 
but not a great deal. There's no 
reason for any addition, because it’s 
a nifty comedy turn, with or with- 
out ether rep. 

Opening the show was the tram- 
poline act, Kay, Hamilin and Kay, 
in the regulation routine of trampo 
turns, but especially worthwhile be- 


ing the comedy so easily distilled 
from this type of act. 

For conscientiousness and ap- 
plication there’s a mighty example 


in Chilton and Thomas. A great 
dancing team that doesn’t stand 
stili, but who keep working on to 
newer ideas. Out of Chicago ama- 
teur shows, this dancing pair has 
reached an ace position in vaude, 
and is still climbing. In the deuce, 
halted this show, and took a speech 
to get away. Another Chicago lad, 
a Paul Ash graduate, Johnny Per- 
kins, took the m.c. role besides 
holding down his own act with the 
partner, Ruth Petty. Perkins is 
overstaying. On the last show Fri- 
day he let Miss Petty sing herself 
hoarse and stuck around himself 
many minutes too much. Perkins 
is still finishing his act with a dra- 
matic ballad attempt. It’s wholly 
out of character for this fat comic, 
and puts a weak finish to a usually 
strong turn. 

About the only mis-step was a 


‘The Moll,’ as sung 
in dialect. 

Addie Sea- 
dancer, 


underworld song, 
by a Russian singer 

Charles Forsyth and 
mon, assisted by a blonde 
get away big next to closing, their 
mixture of clowning, singing and 
dancing being as agreeable as ever, 
Much of the merriment ensues from 
the quarreling of the Amazonian 
and hardboiled Miss Seamon and 
the slim blonde. 

‘The Ingenues’ close 
with a bang. Here is a 
de!uxe, with eclassiness in 
ture and production, plenty of va- 
riety, nifty arrangements, skillful 
selection of numbers and real musi- 
cal ability. No male band in vaude- 
ville offers more in entertainment 
or music than these 13 girls and, 
returning after a long absence, they 
were received enthusiastically. It’s 
a flash act with its striking full 
stage setting and effective grouping 
of the girls on the two-decker plat- 
form with its steps amid colorful 
Japanese hangings. ‘The Ingenues’ 
are really several bands in one. 

At various times they blossom 
forth as banjo, mouth organ and 
accordion ensembles and as a brass 
band. The members play a seem- 
ingly endless variety of instruments 
and play them well. There’s an un- 
usual instrument, a combination of 
piano and chimes, in the center of 
the layout. Specialty performers 
include several dancers and singers. 
A number of drops are used during 
the act which is a show in itself. 

‘The Conquerors,’ on the screen, 
pretty well liked, but no big draw, 
apparently. Other film entertain- 
ment included Pathe News and a 
eartoon and other comedy. A small 
house at the peak of this evening. 

Rees. 


the show, 
band act 
investi- 








booking error in the spotting of 
Raye, Ellis and LaRue. One of the 
better ballet and adagio turns ‘is 
this, but it takes a stretch of imag- 
ination to find a place for it on this 
show, particularly next-to-closing. 
They've also tacked a weak song 
interlude into the drunk dance, in 
an attempt to get on the beer band- 
wagon. Doesn’t belong in the act. 

House figures to reach a new 





mark with recently cut admish. 


> 





the word of George W. Lattimore, 


volved in a missing letter incident. 


a letter signed by Dante Ospiri, 


manager. 


at the Casino, New York. Nothing 
trieve his letter. 


never saw any such letter. 


letters’. 


will balk. 


by Winnie Sheehan. 





the past year or so. 


merly of New York and now of Paris. 


Inside Stuff-Vaude 


A story about a letter, in fact two letters, maybe three. 


Take it on 
colored artists’ representative, fore 
Arthur Lyons is the fellow ine 


Lattimore came over several months ago with a half dozen foreign 
acts most of them booked to appear in Carroll’s late ‘Vanities.’ 
sought to place Grock, the French clown, showing authority by means of 
Grock’s brother-in-law and personal 


He also 


The visiting agent claims Lyons borrowed the letter which he wanted 
to show to George White with the idea of booking Grock into ‘Varieties’ 


happened, so Lattimore tried to ree 


He avers that Lyons said he had sent the letter to 
White and that White mailed it back but it never arrived. 

Lattimore then started checking up and claims he found out that White 
Al Lee, manager of ‘Varieties’ was then 
queried and replied he had heard about Grock but didn’t ‘know from 
Lyons insists there is a postman in the thing somewhere. 

The Parisian agent is sailing back without the letter but partly moli- 
fied that he will soon again be sipping aperitifs. 





Working professionals have unofficially agreed among themselves that 
particularly in these times they do not intend to stint their services for 
charity benefit shows, but Bill Gaxton at Sunday night’s Beth Abraham 
show, along with the rest of the bill, also decided that a small part of 
each gate should go to the Actors’ Dinner Fund. 

Since these shows are for the needy, there are plenty within the show 
ranks who merit consideration through such stipulation, else the talent 





Lind Hayes, given name Joseph, 18, son of Grace Hayes, has gone on 
the Fox lot at Hollywood. Understood he was picked for juvenile roles 


Young Hayes has been making stage appearances with his mother for 
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Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (December 17) 
THIS WEEK (December 10) 


Numerale In connection with bis below iInd.cate opening cay ef 


show, whether full! or split week 


| Jubilee Show 
i 
| 


i€harlie Melson 
|; Miss Irmanette 
| et ns 


mers Ene 


| he 
} WORCESTER 


Poll (16) 





Ted Lewis 

Dixie 4 

‘Snowball’ Whittier | 
Ted Lewis Beauties 
Esther Pressman 
Doris Deane 
Mildred Gaye 

High Hat Bd 























RKO 








w YORK CITY 
” Acade 


emy 

ist half (17-20) 
Delivery Boys 
D Baker’s Flashes 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (21-23, 
Ruiz & Bonita 
Paul Tremaine Or 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (14-16) 
®'ns’at'l Leonarde 


Jack Albertson Co 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Orpheum (17) 

M'l’'y McN’ce & R 

Boyce & Marsh 

Will Mahoney 

Local Kiddie Rev 

(10) 

Willie Mauss 

Allien & Canfield 

Grace Hayes 

Senator Murphy 











Placed by LE 





NOW PLAYING 


FOR 


FANCHON & MARCO 
ANNETTE AMES 
MONROE BROS. 


DDY & SMITH 











7 





32 Yorkers 
Abbott & Bisland C 
Kramer & Hamilt'n 


BROOKLYN 
Albee (17) 


CMiaudia Alba 
Benny Ross 
Smith & Dale 
Thomas 6 
(One to fill) 


(10) 
D W'lfe, M'te’lf & F 
Toto 
I. Miles & Segal 
Block & Sully 
Vincent Lopez Co 
Prospect 
Ist half (17-20) 
Ruiz & Bonita Co 
Field’s & Fell 
Ann Robert 
West'n & Gallagher 
6'ns’at’! Leonards 
fa half (21-23) 
Doris Girton & Bro 
Eddie Parks Co 
Benny Leonard Co 
Kelso Bros 
2d half (14-16) 
Campo & Partner 
Delivery Boys 
Lewis Mack Co 
Frank Donia 
F Richardson Orch 


BOSTON 
Keith’s (17) 
DP W'lfe, M'tclf&F 
Billy Glason 
F Richardson Orch 
(Two to fill) 
(10) 
Rath Bros 
Stone & Taylor 
Tom Patricola 
Smith & Dale 
De Toregos 


CHICAGO 
Palace (17) 


Ktlutings Co 

Ola Lilith 

Ross Wyse Jr Co 

Ben Bernie Orch 
(10) 

Mae Wynne 4 

Herman Hyde 

Will Mahoney 

Dave Apollon Co 


CLEVELAND 
Palace (17) 


Grace Edler 

Herman Hyde 

Jack Mulhall Co 

3 Sailors 

Gus Edwards Rev 
(10 


Rogal Uyeno Japs 

Cookie Bowers 
& E Barstow 
lovanni 

Lioyd Hughes 

Joe Marks Co 

Rae Samuels 

Rimacs Orch 


ELIZABETH 
Keith’s 
ist half (17-20) 
Will J. Ward 
Kitty Doner 
Faber & Ford 
H'tchins’n Flying F 
2d half (21-23) 
Hite, Reflow & 8S 
Ken Youngman Co 
West'n & Gallagher 
(One to fill) 
2d half (14-16) 
Hatt & Herman 
Honan & Arden 
Adler & Dunbar 
Jack Boyle & Van 


Se 


Corbett & Convey R 
NEW ORLEANS 
State (16) 


Joe Fanton 3 
Annie Judy & @ 
Al K Hall Co 
Nell Kelly 
Naro Lockford Co 
(9) 
Dolinoff & Raya Sis 
K Harl'n & St John 
Brems Fitz & M B 
B Fitz & Murphy B 
J & M Mason 


PATER=-ON 
Keiths 


Ist half (17-20) 
Phil & Eddie Ross 
Harry J Conley Co 
Goss & Barrows 


Bayes & Speck 
Dance Oddities 
2a half (21-23) 
Honan & Arden 
Joe Wong 
Kitty Doner 
Art Frank 
2d half (14-16) 
Violet, Ray & N 
King, King & K 
Violet Carlson 
Renny Ross 
Chas Master Co 


PROVIDENCE 

Keith’s (17) 
Dance Olympics 
Donovan Sis & B 
Devito & Denny 
Hobart Bosworth 
4 Ortons 

(10) 

Kirk’hite & Add's'n 
Clarence Moore Co 
Dave Schooler Co 
Frank Richardson 
Carl Freed Co 

TORONTO 

Imperial (17) 


Dorothy & Co 
Summers & Hunt 
Lew Pollock Co 
Harry Burns Co 
Jack Gwynne Co 
(10) 
James Evans Co 
Art Jarrett 
A & M Havel 
Mel Klee 
Renoff Renova & B 


TRENTON 
Capitol 
Ist half (17-20) 
Honan & Arden 
Kelso Bros 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (21-28) 
Kelso Bros 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (14-16) 
Claudia Alba 
W Burns & Caron S 
Joe Browning 
Billy Fowler Orch 
TRENTON 
Lincoln 
lst half (16-18) 
Doris Girton Co 
Lynn Canter 
Art Frank 
Russian Revels 


19-21) 
Ann Tester 
(22-24) 
Dance Oddities 
(9) 


Ruiz & Bonita 
Renard & Rome 
Brent & Kaye 


ard’'s Co 





Pig 





OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N, V. A. 
DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1560 Broadway 


Ghis Week: 


Vai & Ernie Stanton; Breen Sisters 











Loew | 





NEW YORE CITY 
Capitol (16) 
Paul Whiteman Or 
Morton Downey 
(Others to fill) 


Boulevard 

Ist half (16-19) 
8 French Misses 
Williams & Cryor 
im Toney 
Arthur Freed's Co 
(One ito fill) 

2d half (20 
Mady & Partner 
Gracie Barrie 
Mary Nolan 
Carlos & Lita 
(One to fill) 

Orpheam 

Ist f (16-19) 
Mady & Partner 
Mary Nolan 
Radio Rubes 
B & R Gorman Rey 
(One to fill) 





| 2a half 29-22) 
Van Cello & Mary 
1 Aj Mamanx 
Pillard & Hillier 
Frank Conville 
Betty Jane Cooper 
Lathrop Bros 
Paradise (16) 
Manjean Tr 
Gold & Raye 
Alex Hyde Orch 
| Johnny Perkir 


| Gould & Robes 
Chas King 
‘Two to fill) 
BROOKLYN 
Gates Avenue 





| 
| 
State (16) 
| 
| 


ist half ) 
Kawan 3 
Gard ‘ 4 
Vic { er 
‘Betty Jane Coope 


Benny Leonard Co | 





‘Lathrop Bros 


(One to fill) 
2a half (20-22) 
H Hutchins Co 
A & M Havel 
Radio Rubes 
Al B White Co 
(One to fill) 
Metropolitan (16) 
Cab Calloway 
Cotton Club Rev 
Buck & Bubbles 
Valencia (16) 
Bradnas Circus 
(One to fill) 
BALTIMORE 
Oentury (16) 
Bert Frohman 
(Others to fill) 
CLEVELAND 
State (16) 
Seller & Wills 
Valentine Vox 


Alex Morrison 


B® Sanderson Co 

Carl Shaw Co 

Stuart & Lash C 
JERSEY cIiTy 


Lee Gails Ens 
James Kirkwood 
Horn & Hardart Co 


WASHINGTON 


Davis & Darnell 





Jacques Renard Or 





WARNER 





ELIZABETH 
Ritz 

Ist half (16-19) 
Wallace's Lions 
(Four to fill) 

2a balf (20-22) 
Living Jewels 
(Four to fill) 

Ist half (9-12) 
Violet, Ray & N 
Williams & Cryor 
Sidney Fox 
Britt Wood 
Ted, Mary & E 

2a half (13-15) 
Estelle Taylor 
Goss & RFParrows 
Art Freed Co 
(Two to fill) 

HARTFORD 

State (15) 
Dave Harr's Co 
(Others toe fill) 
PHILADETPHIA 

Earte (16) 
Britt Wood 


Delmar's Revels 


(9) 
Marie & Antoinette 
Lee, Lee, L and L 
Hobart Bosworth 
Wills & Davis 
Kikutas Japs 


WASHINGTON 


Wills and Davis 
Donatella Bros & © 


Dawn Sis & C 


WATERBURY 


Hat & Herman 
Shaw & Burnett 
Dave Harris Co 











Fanchon & Marco 





BRIDGEPORT 
Poli (16) 
‘Tbhangi’ I 
Harry Savoy 
Grace Du Faye 
Armando & Lolita 
Crosby Bros 
Sunkist Ens 
BOSTON 
Scollay Square (16) 
‘Bombay’ I 
Mio Lewis 
O'Connor Fam 
Gaylenne Sis 
Pasquali Bros 
Bombay Ens 
BUFFATIA 
Buffalo (16) 
‘Sweet & Lovely’ 
Blanche Sweet 
Stroud 2 
Chamberlin & H 
Loc Lorraine 
Al Rinker 
Catchalots 
Sunkist Ens 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (16) 
‘Shanghai’ I 
Long Tack Sam 
Croe) & Allen 
‘Traps’ Rich 
Mi-Na & Nee-Sa L 
Sam Lohk 
Pan & Chang 
Manchu 2 
DETROIT 
Fox (16) 
‘Tia Juana’ I 
Bert Gordon 
F X Bushman Jr 
Enrica & Novello 
Rob Shafer 
Florence Hedges 
Leona Saunders 
Virginia Crawford 
Sunkist Ens 
HARTFORD 
Canitol (16) 
‘H'w'od Comedians’ 
Teddy Joyce 
Walter Hiers 
‘Snub’ Pollard 
Lamberti 
Jeannie 
Blossom Sis 
Mary Miles 
Cathleen RBessette 
Tovee & Garv 
HOLLYWooD 
Pantages (8) 
‘Hot House’ T 
Jackson & Gardner 
He le "n al well 3 
Te Paul 
Myra» I.ang 
Sunkist Ens 
TITTLE ROCK 
Arkansas (16) 
‘Rookies’ I 
Tohnnyvy Burke 
Nina Olivette 
Les Everson 
Irwin & McAvoy 
Dancing Rovs 
LONG BEACH 
West Coast (8) 
Talent A La Carte’ 
Sonny La Mont 
Rogan & Romero 
®” Zaras 
Trojans 


Frank Evers 
Edna FErrico 
inane a 
Rattina 


TOS ANGELES 
Loew's State (8) 
Tov Rells’ 


King RBRros & C 
| Stetson 
i Duffin Toyce 3 
Ann Roberts 


’ Er 
NEW HAVEN 
Paramount (16) 


NEW ORL 1Ns 
“tate (16) 


lay Party’ 


® Wrynne 


A ir Ward 


Wallen & Barnes 


‘School Days’ I 
Milton Douglas 
Freddie Craig Jr 
Billy Morosco 
Edna Sedewick 
Charley Myers 
Nellie Thompson 


T & Joe O’ Connor 


Dorothy Keim 
Estelle Haleska 


PHILADELPHIA 
¥r (16) 


Tony Pagliacet 

Pegey Warde 
Broadway (8) 

Elmer Herling 


Lubow & Rice 
SAN FRANCISCO 


Warren Jackson 


California 'R Heads 


Thorourhhreds 
Parameunt (8) 
. os 
Heller & Riley 


Smith. Rogers & 
SPRINGFIELD 





Charles Rovle 


Kathry n Crawford 








VANCOUVER 


Week of Dec. 12 


Canterbury M. H. 
ist half (12-14) 


Leslie Day 
Co as booked 


2a half (15-17) 
Hill & Vizard 
Tommy Walker 

Kit Kat Kest. 
Sandler Bd 
K & G Western 
Kitchen Pirates 

Victoria Palace 
Ted Ray 


The O'Gorman Bros 


Low & Webster 
Cole Bros ” 
Blondie Hartley 
Zamit & Grube 
Bert Weston 
Jeans de Casalis 
Deker Oldham 
Claude Gardnet 
BRIXTON 
Astoria 
Mito 3 
Co -. booked 
-APTON 
Rink 
E Ball Bd 
FINSBURY PARK 
Astoria 
Harry Roy Bad 
HAMMERSMITH 
Palace 
Salfredo Orch 
LEYTON 
Savoy 
Reid Acec’dn Bad 


Philip 
Swaboda 
Lillian 
Crawfords 
LEYTONSTONE 
Kialto Catherine 


Stan Stafford 
NEW CROSS 
Empire 
Jack Payne's Bd 
Cal & Nona Kay 
Ara & Zeita 
Edwin Lawrence 
Leslie Strange 
Fred Brezin 


Payne & Hilliard 
OLD KENT ROAD 
Asteria 


‘Masquerade’ 
8 Astoria Boys 
8 Astoria Gls 
June & Nadeja 
PECKHAM 
Tower 
E Hardy Bad 
STRATFORD 
Broadway 
Reid Acc'’dn Bd 
STREATHAM 
Astoria 
‘Manhattan Nights’ 
Astoria Gls 
Peter Bernard 
3 Emeralds 
Chris & Col'bo 
SYDENHAM 
Rink 
E Ball Ba 
TOTTENHAM 
Palace 





E Ball Bd 





PROVINCIAL 





Week of Dec. 12 


GLASGOW 

Empire 
Layton & Johnstone 
Juggiing Demons 
Shaw & Stanton 
Claude Dampier 
Frilli Troupe 
Wright & Marion 
Scott Sanders 
Kiraku Bros 

LEEDS 

Empire 
Gracie Fields 





Tony Capaldi 
Allison Sis 
Walter Niblo 
Raymond Smith 
Jackson Owen 
Hot Steppers 
Chester's Dogs 
3 Rascals 
SOUTHAMPTON 
Empire 


Flood & Clare 
Osborne & Perrier 





Cabarets 





NEW YORK CITY 


Biltmore Hotel 


Paui Whiteman Or 
Jane Vance 

Red McKenzie 
Peggy Healy 

Irene Taylor 

Jack Fulton Jr 
Ramona 


Central P’k Casino 


Sheila Barrett 
Eddie Duchin Or 


Connie's Inn 


Cora Green 
Bobby Evans 
Jazzlips Richardson 
Pr & B Meeres 
Emma Smith 
Bessie Dudley 
Lillian Cowan 

Red & Struggle 
Billie Maples 

Kaye Oarker 
Simms & Bowie 
Louise Cook 

Willie Jackson 
Lucky Seven 3 
Don Redman Orch 


Cotten Club 


Aida Ward 

Henri Wessel 
Swan & Lee 
Anise Boyer 

Roy Atkins 
Peaches & Duke 
Brown & McGraw 
Nicholas Bros 
Leitha Hill 


Cab. Calloway Orch 


El Chice’s 


Duran & Moreno 
Lorenzo Herrera 


El Flamengo 


Al Valencia Orch 


El Filamencito 
Nina & Moreno 
Marquita Flores 
Ignacio Ruffino 
Marta de la Torre 
Accordion Luis 


Fl Garon 


Frances Williams 
Dario & Diane 
Russel! Johns 
Lou Belard 


Larry Siry Orch 


Ragusa’'s Tango Or 
El Patie 
Medrano & Donna 


June Knight 


Endor & Farrell 
Henry King Or 


Gypsy Trail 


Baroness Erzsi 
Louis Hegedush 
Ethel Pastor 





Ha-Cha Gardiner 
Bobby Borger 
Jack Clifford 

G & C Herbert 
Geo Olsen Orch 


Lido Gardens 
Charlie Crafts 
Wynne Ralph 

Montparnasse 


De Marcos 
Loomis Sis 

Jack Vance 
Yacht Club Boys 
Bobby Sanford 


Nut Club 


Jack White 
Jerry Bergen 
Lulu Bates 
Brooke Adams 
Bill Spencer t 
Blanche Latell 
Dorothy Maxine 

Al Parker 

Jimmy Murphy 

3 Blake Sis 

Lew Dolgoff 

Joe Haymes Orch 


Paramount Grill 








Eddie Jackson 
Harriett Hilliard 
Ozzie Nelson Orch 


Park Central “sia, 


Harry Barris Orch 
Loyce Whiteman 
Terry Sis 

Joe Peddles 


Place PFigotle 


Peggy de Albrew 
Veloz & Yolanda 
Ord Hamilton 
Dick Gasparre Orch 
D Alberto Tangoaists 


Riviera 


Earl Rickard 
Gertrude Niesen 
Dolores Farris 
Floria Vestoff 
Crawford & Caskey 
Peggy English 
Barbara McDonald 
Arthur Rogers 

Don Carlos Orch 
Jimmy Carr Orch 





Roosevelt Hotel 
Guy Lombardo Or 
Russian Arts 
Joe Morantz Orch 

Renee & Laura 
Nickolas Hadarick 
3arra Birs 
Misha Usanoff 

St. Regis Hotel 


; 
} 
j 
| 
| 
' 
; 
| 
| 
| 
1 
| 
Dario & Diane | 














" =a 
Picture Theatres | 





NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount 


Borrah Minevitch B 


Gloria 


Harold & 


- ‘ la 
LONDON | Barto & Mann 


Roxy 


Marguerite 
Greek Evans 
‘Me and My 
BROOKLYN 
Paramount (9) 
Fannie Brice 


| 
‘ 
| 
F 


Littefield 


| 
| 
Padula | 


jl- 
; 
' 
Donald Nevis | 
Mills Kirk & M 
Georgie Raft 
Under Cover Mar 
BUFFALO i 
Buffale <9) | 
a cordon | 
Betts Froos 
Sidney Page 
Call Her Savage 
j 
DETROIT 
Fisher (9) 
fenry Dunn 
' 


I 
3 Saiiors 
Mask of Fu Manchu 








Frances 
Arthur 


Elissa 


Buddy 
Village Barn 
Cus Van 


Billie 


| Marion 


‘aul 


Blue Grotte 
Margie 
Marjorie 
Connie Cella 
Olga Hoyer 
Todd Sis 


Betty 


Freddie Daw Orch 


Club Alabam 


Jeane Holly 
Effie Burton 
Patsy McNair 
Edna Lindsey 
Freddie 
Mildred 
Bernie 
Eddie Makins Orch 
Chez Paree 
Jay Mills 
June McCloy 
3 Rodions 
Mildred “° 


Carol 


Ben Pollock 
Doris Robbins 
College Inn 
Jinette Valion 
Ben Bernie Orch 
Jackie Heller 
Pat Kennedy 
Club Clifford 
Bradsh'’w & C'l’g'ns 
Eva Brown Co 
Edgewater Beach 
Fisher Orch 
Olive O'Niel 
Kaickerbock'’r Club 


Mark 


Mary 


Peters 
Nina Watson 


Tony 


Bill Nolan Orch 


toy Sedley 

Geo Haggerty 
Yvonne Morrow 
DeSylvia 


Curry 
sobby 


Or 


Orch 


| Nina Laughlin 


| 


Lee 
| Mischa Borr Ens 


CHICAGO 


Blackhawk 
Hal Kemp 
Deane 
Rose & ’ 
Patricia Storm 


| 


|} Loma Ruth 
; Don Pedro Orch 


Lyle | 
| Jack Miles Orch 





Jesse DeArman 


Cliff Winehill 


Sue Miller 


Val Vestoft 
Joe Furst Orch 
Waldorf-Astoria 


Emil Coleman Or 
| The Argentines 


| Virtuosi this number okay. 





Connie Bee 


Granada 


Marinos 
Gladys DeFoe 
Keller Sis 
Chic agoettes 
Grand Terrace Cafe 


Cook & trown 
Billy Franklin 
Judith Wilson 
Vivian Brown 
Earl Hines Orch 
Kit Kat 


Harry Linden 

Joyce Jelke 

Elice Lorraine 

Irene Barba 

Rosalie Jelke 

Dot LeRoy 

Fred Janis Orch 
Montmartre 

LaMay & Louise 

Tina Tweedie 

Dick Ware 

Edna Mae Morris 

F Quartell’'s Orch 


Paramou.t Clob 
Harry Glynn 
Etta Reed 
Di Giovanni 
Anita LaPierre 
Billy Carr 
Ercelle Sis 
Sid Lang’s Orch 

Sunset Cafe 
Ea Carry Orch 
Cass Simpson 
3 Rhythm Kings 

Vinona Short 
3 Browns 


Terrace Gardens 
Eddie Clifford 
Alice LaTart 
Collins & Wanda 
Joy Finley 
Paul Sis 
Carl Moore Bd 


Vanity Fair 


Pegg y Moore 
Jack Russell 





LOEW’S STATE 


(Continued from page 13) 


claims the Smith 


troduces herself. She has a remark- 
ably clear set of pipes, and her song 
numbers register solidly. 
ond number is an accompaniment to 
back for a dance rou- 
shimmery metallic 
which lights are ef- 


the femmes, 
tine garbed 
gowns 


in 


fectively played. 


Suzette and Maurice do a sensu- 
combination 
the girl wearing 
costume. Miss Roberts 


ous 


adagio, 

red draped 

during this 
although 


sings 


dance, 
somewhat 
to the v 

King 
tertainers, 


30ys 
draw 


a solid hit. 
wearing 
wrists 
ringing 
of shiny 
from stage 


throug 
pany 


| It’s 4° 


j}and 


three-quarte 
perfor me ance 
‘Flesh’ 
screen. 
Al Smith 
hearty 


Fred Evans 
lent available 


ple nty of d 


and grand 


Keokosch Gypsy Or); Dick Gasparre Or use 
H‘iyw’d R’staurant|} Smali’s Paradise | Three 
Fowler @ Tamara | ‘Black Rhythm’ R}| Henry 
| Collette Sis Nyra Johnson | Adler ; 
Frar Hazzard Meers & Norton 
Blane} Bow | Geo Wallce ns ofr 
Cl } 4700 Wa er " ‘ 
il te & Le . Wh Spe n nree 
.' 7 ' 
rheo Phane | 3 Palmer Bros | ment. 
Biane May A ex | mate ria 
Te funa Mabel § tt 
A} Roy White . 
\ not Dorot} i oa 
Taft Grill yy 
' n Geo 1 Orch l more 
6 ( , 
P The Csarda | : Ti ; 
Hotel Lexington | : 1} 
' 1 tor Orch } We. ¥ , reg wee 
Ar ett Mme Ile m, <« 
Hotel New Yorker! ‘#roly Nyarays rood 
I ‘ Slutta Torch Clab < 
an Frey Jackie May ) me 


*> 
“~ 


is 


of 


"Ss sw 
and 


ihe 


masse is 


e 


O1 


enjoved by the 


ape ue 


(M 4 t-M) 
satter 
alizing, which drew 


contains a clip of} 


round of apreause. 


I 


L.il 


excellent, 
place in contrast 


Cully, 
little of everything. 
ereat versatility and 
jaughs. 
Finale brings 
around their waists, 
ankles, 
number, 
lized 


Mounting a series 


identity and in- 


Her sec- 


of tango and 
a flaming 


display, and the 
seemed 


eet, soft tones. 

hokum en- 
They hung up| 
the girls, 


on for a bell- 





ladders running | 
fly loft, girls go 


revealed below. | 
swell stage fare, 


ity house at this 


and News on the 


| 


Shan, 


FISHER, DET. 


etroit, Dee. 16. 


is fortunate in the tal- | 
this 
advantage. 
heading the list, and! 
onati Trio, and 
Bradford, the show offers 


week and has 
With the 


sil led tz ile nt. i 
in show with the | 
okay for entertain- 
alinost entirely new 
re oke for kiddies 
Act ad to hance ! 
f ‘ if 

a rye ‘ 
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t 


come as) he pa oO 


member him, he got a reception on 
| his entrance here. 
happened in this house since Joe 


First time that’s 


Miller, the old gaz man, played here, 
Fred Evans las one unusually 
good production number in his sec- 
ond offering. Three separate pane 
els backstage with four of the line 
cirls in each. Each group dressed 
in different colored costumes and 
each panel lighted with different 
colored lights Evans assistant, 
| Winkler has done al unusually 
good piece cf work on the lighting 


of this one, and it makes a standout 
D — tion number and effect. 

navie gives six of his men a 
oe this week in ‘Solos’ by his 
first men. With some outstanding 
Siegel 
falso over as usuai Newsreel and 
‘Mask of Fu Manchu’ biz fair. 

Lee. 





Going Places 


(Continued from page 12) 


draws her brows together in agone- 
ized furrows occasionally, but 
nothing troubles her inside. She 
moves her facial muscles properly 
—but does she feel? This additional 
secret in the story is Miss Andre's 


;} own, and she doesn’t tell. 


Be that as it may, there is some- 
thine Miss Andre can do very well, 
The luxurious costumes suitable to 
a Czar’s daughter are no problem 
for her expert modelling. She walks 
with trained grace, a_ beautifully 
royal figure in princesse white chif- 
fon velvet with silver fox looped 
across drop-shouldered long sleeves, 
and silver fox banding the hem of 
her long-trained skirt. Her long 
widely waved bob is fit for a queen, 





Joan Bennett’s Real Metier 


Joan Bennett slides so easily into 
‘Me and My Gal's’ mugg stuff, it's 
too bad she didn’t discover her mee 
tier at the start of her screen“ 
eareer, All this time spent acting 
delicate young maidens of cule 
tivated background, and all along 
she’s had this priceless gift for 
holding her own with the toughest 
of them. No condescension in Miss 
Bennett's playing a dame; she talks 
back on an even keel, not from 
some imagined heights. 

In her first scene Miss Bennett 
wears her most becoming coiffure 
to date, a sleek side-parted bob 
close to her head, then curling up 
in baby ringlets to show her ears, 
She doesn’t stay with this hair- 
dress long, perhaps she’s young 
enough in years not to want to 
bother to look young 

There is one matter about her 
screen appearance, however, that 
demands attention. Miss Bennett’s 
sloping shoulders, while alluringly 
feminine and all that, are not curs 
rently smart. Low round neck- 
lines only reveal a structural an- 
achronism that high draperies or 
a square shouldered line would 
disguise, 

Marion Burns’ baby face makes 
her look convincing as Miss Ben- 
nett’s brunette sister, but her be- 
wildered acting soon destroys the 
illusion, 





Agents on Radio 


—_—_—--_— 


(Continued from page 35) 


nishing the material and straight 
|} man 


Asking Figure Floors 'Em 
Names are here and advertisers 


figure, according to their standards. 
that the players should jump at 
“Ivers while the com-j|the chance of earning $25 on the 
side. When they discover that any 
sort of a name attraction wants 
| $500 for a broadeast they yell mur- 
| der and go out and buy a hill billy 
quartet, 


Selling the $25 accounts here is as 


‘tough as selling an eastern corpora- 
tion a $10,000 per broadcast. 
|first has to sell some underling in 
the advertising agency who acts 
as the go-bhetween for the big boss. 
| Boss has to be resold by the agent 
with the former acting tough just 
to let it be known he’s no pushover. 


Agent 


Routine has +o be done again for 
the sponsor with the advertising 


‘ 


agency selling him the idea that it's 


;}all their plan. 


From this point on the program 
akes form but the guy w ho evene 


< 


1ally is going to buy it must 


‘ lik wh 2 agent 
is offered, they get in a huddle 
money, Which, when it 
ff, has a figure 
w the agent gives up. 7 
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15 YEARS AGG 


(From ‘Variety’ and ‘Clipper’ ) 





Vaude Mer. protective assn. held 
its first dinner. Pat Casey and J.J. 
Murdock the guests of honor, 





Managers held meetings looking 
to improvement of business, but 
could evolve no ideas. 





Red Cross Day, held in most the- 
atres a frost. Due to poor manage- 
ment. 





Gertrude Hoffman, the dancer, ar- 
rested in St. Louis because her cos- 
tumes were alleged to be objection- 
able, was acquitted. It was shown 
she wore three layers of tights in 
One dance. 


Agents acting as artists’ repre- 
sentatives were forbidden by the 
booking office to signature them for 
a longer perio than one year. Acts 
complained they were put under 
long-term contracts and then for- 
gotten. 





Nat Wills was killed Dec. 9 while 
working over his car in a closed 
garage. Famous monologist and 
parody singer. 


‘Variety’ came out with an edi- 
torial on the ‘M. P. News’ statement 
that there was room for over two 
trade papers. Article was merely a 
discussion of the ‘News’-‘Morning 
Telegraph’ scrap over the idea, but 
it did much to further the thought, 
which did not become a fact for 
more than 10 years. 

Fox production of ‘Cleopatra’ with 
Theda Bara was raising plenty of 
excitement. 





One ray of light in the ticket tax 
situation. Managers were given 20 
days in which to make up their re- 


turns. Had been told to be ready 
the first of each month. Almost an 
impossibility. 





90 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Clinper’) 





Charles Wyndham was playing 
Chicago with his company. ‘Clipper’ 
recalled that he used to be a house 
maneger there 12 years before. Gen- 
erally regarded as an English player 
and was knighted. 


James O'Neal was doing his first 
season as a star. Play was ‘An 
American King.’ Later he picked on 
‘Count of Monte Cristo,’ which lasted 
him the remainder of his career. 





‘Clipper’ was conducting a discus- 
sion as to who turned the first dou- 
ble somersault, and when. Placed 
about 1843. 


Fay Templeton was heading her 
own light opera troupe. 


Frank I. Frayne accidentally shot 
and killed his leading woman dur- 
ing a performance of ‘Si Slocum’ in 
Cincinnati. Play called for Frayne 
to shoot an apple off the actress’ 
head, turning his back to her and 
sighting with & mirror. Apparently 
a loose screw deflected the barrel 
and the bullet pierced her brain. 
Frayne was to have married her at 
the end of the season, and was dou- 
bly distracted. The business was 
subsequently iemioved from the play. 
It had been in use for 12 years, 


‘Papa's Picture in the Locket 
Mother Wore’ was being touted asa 
song hit. Same pub had ‘A Violet I 
Plucked When But a Child.’ 

Franklin W. Morosco was engaged 
to a Miss Rock. Someone spread 
the report he was already married. 
Took a card in the paper to ‘chal- 
lenge the world’ to bring legal proof. 

Barnum show was looking for four 
women horseback riders. Offered to 
provide ring stock, if required. 

Bowery museum showing the Ford 
Brothers, wh» killed Jesse James, 
published a card of thanks to the 
vaude actors, who were doing 22 


@rhows a day. 


| years. 





Inside Stuff—Pictures 


A. 





Fox's ‘Cavalcade’ has carried more pre-release good-will exploitation 
gags for the trade exclusively than any picture made in Hollywood in 
Studio has sent out over 1,000 copies of the Noel Coward book. 
In addition, all trade paper editors and exchangemen received group 
photographs of the cast with the signature of each player on the mount- 
ing. 

Latest gag is a production chart printed on a window shade for the 
trade papers. Everybody connected with the production from Sidney 
Kent and Winfield Sheehan down to the second property man and stand- 
ins receives credit on the chart. 

Studio figures that the continual plugging will return its cost several 
times through keeping all connected with the exploitation and selling of 
the picture ‘Cavalcade’ conscious. 


Virtually a formality in foreclosures, the City Farmers Loan & Trust 
Co., New York, took control of the Hippodrome on a $100,000 sale. This 
gave them the house, figuring the $100,000, plus $2,500,000 mortgage and 
back taxes, at less than half what Fred F. French paid Keith-Albee for 
the property. 

French, buying it in times of prosperity, is said to have paid K-A 
$7,500,000. Then expanding rapidly, with his French building on Fifth 
avenue and Tudor City going, French planned a skyscraper on the 6th 
avenue site to be known as the Hippodrome Tower. 

A. J. Cooper, William Carroll and Cecil E. Mayberry of Ohio, now 
have the house at $80,000 yearly rental for 25c. vaud-picture shows. 


Some of the New York advertising boys are trying to scorch film 
reviewers who use the star system by using copy that hooks up front- 
line talent in pictures under a four-star gag. Ads are cluttered with 
figures of the four stars, making it appear some reviewer has given 
picture that rating. 

Warner Bros. did it on ‘You Said Mouthful’ and Par on ‘Sign of Cross,’ 
with copy being used more or less on a permanent basis. United Artists 
will use the four-star thing on ‘Cynara’, 

Eddie Cantor suggested it for ‘Kid From Spain,’ but Lynn Farnol dis- 
agreed that it was politic. On ‘Cynara,’ it’s Hal Horne’s idea. 


As a result of the Paramount-Joe Mankiewicz-Radio squabble in which 
Par claimed Mankiewicz had lifted material from the forthcoming Marx 
picture for the Wheeler-Woolsey film which he is writing for Radio, 
latter studio has ordered that no scripts shall leave the lot while in the 
writing stage. Mankiewicz was loaned by Par to Radio for the one 
picture. 

At a meeting in Emanuel Cohen's office, with all concerned present, 
both scripts were read and Mankiewicz cleared of all charges. Man- 
kiewicz with six months of his four-year contract yet to go, resigned 
following the meeting, declaring that Par’s wolf.cry was no reward. 
Following the completion of the W-W yarn, he'll free lance. 


First test of dubbed films as against treatment with superimposed ti- 
tles in the Spanish territory came on Dec. 1 at Barcelona. Paramount 
opened a titled version of ‘Shanghai Express’ on that date at the Coli- 
seum theatre with luke warm results. Next day a dubbed version was 
switched in, with business tripling and holding up several days after 
that. 

In South America and other Spanish speaking territories, it’s still al- 
most impossible to sell dubbed films. So Par is playing with the scheme 
of having two kinds of Spanish pictures for use wherever and however 
most profitable. 


—_— —_—___ 


Harold Lloyd tried a gag on arriving in Budapest about ten days ago 
on his current European trip, which rebounded cutely. Lloyd's brother, 
with a marked resemblance, is with him, so on arrival Lloyd dressed the 
brother up in goggles and a straw topper and sent him off the train. 
Mob greeted the brother with the autograph hunters and photogs work- 
ing hard, when Lloyd himself walked off the train dressed the same pic- 
ture way to confuse the mob. 

Trouble was that at just that point about 50 students, not knowing 
anything about Lloyd’s gag, walked in all dressed the same way. They 
had planned the thing as a surprise greeting. 


Only writer on the Warner-FN staff who has worked steadily through 
every layoff is Carl Erickson, who got his job through showmanship 
procedure by nose-diving through a transom during a story conference 
of Warner execs on the Sunset lot in 1929. 

Coming up to Darryl Zanuck, he started a sales talk by saying: ‘You 
need me if you are looking for good stories. The gag worked, and 
Erickson was put on the payroll. He has missed practically no weekly 
pay checks since. One reason explaining Erickson’s consistent sticking 
at the studio is that his check is smaller than that of most of the 
scribblers. 


Cut-throat attitude of featured names toward subordinate players 
when the latter appear to be stealing the picture has been given reverse 
English on Universal's ‘Destination Unknown, Pat O’Brien, Ralph 
Bellamy and Rollo Lloyd have the important parts, but after the first 10 
days’ rushes it was found that Allan Hale, with no feature billing, was 
giving a standout performance. 

Three top-spotters told Hale that the picture was his, and that they 
would do everything possible to help him maintain his dominating 
position. 





Jeanette MacDonald’s European personal appearance dates are more or 
less speculative, Bob Ritchie preceding her to see what he can arrange. 
Meantime Miss MacDonald spoke to Noel Coward on this side about 
Coward setting her in a London musical. 

Before the songstress clicked in pictures, she was a musical comedy 
prima donna. Last season she asked Earl Carroll $8,000 a week for a 
Broadway engagement. Nothing happened. 


With Pathe doing all of the physical work, with the exception of edit- 
ing, Frank Seltzer’s Columnist Newsreel known as ‘Broadway Gossip,’ 
will shortly take form as a weekly issue. Now the reel is being released 
through Educational on a monthly basis, four issues of six and eight 
clips each having been completed. 

Seltzer started the reel last summer but ran 
tribution difficulties. 


into financial and dis- 


Basil Dean sailed from New York for London without coming 
nearer on an understanding with Radio. Differences between the 
will have to be settled in London now. 

Dean made a number of quota pictures for Radio in London, with the 
difficulties coming from the fact Radio claims the pictures cost more 
than they’re worth. It’s @ 50-50 deal with Radio putting up half the 
cash and a Dean backer the other half. 


any 
two 


A director on the coast wanting to fill a part in his screen feature call- 
ing for a Russian tested several former members of the Moscow Art 
Theatre now in pictures. He turned them all down, declaring that their 
accents sounded too Jewish. 


Inside Stuff—Radio 


(Continued from page 34) 
$2,000 for some personal apps around Chi, along with the commercial, 
she has held off for the above reason. 


Walter Preston, Chicago CBS nabob, has mystified several young and 
ambitious radio men in the last year by sending them to KMOX, St. 
Louis, under the impression that they were to become studio directors, 
Upon arrived at KMOX these young men have in due time discovered 
that the incumbent director, Bob West, was solidly entrenched with Wm. 
Paley and there never was any serious thought of replacing him. Mean- 
while it is said West has survived the coming of at least three persons 
who thought of themselves as his successors. 

Preston is the chap who in a conversation with West is said to have 
criticized KMOX for bad morale to which West answered the morale was 
okay until Preston came down from Chicago and fired 25 people in one 
day. ‘In that case,’ the answer ascribed to Preston was, ‘the solution to 
the problem is to fire all the rest and hire a new staff.’ 


Norman Alexandroff until recent presenting a Sustaining program 
called ‘Ruben Limited’ over WMAQ, Chicago, threw a2 luncheon for music 
critics in Chicago last week. He announced a plan to produce opera at 
75 cents top and have a radio advertiser through sponsorship make up 
the difference. 

Omitted from his proposition was a few essential details. No advere- 
tiser has as yet been sold on the idea, no theatre, company, or other sim- 
ilar matters have been closed. It's just an inspiration in the Alexandroff 
imagination. 

Prior to showing up in radio Alexandroff lectured on high pressure 
salesmanship at commercial pep meetings. 


Commercials are complaining about being billed twice for music royal- 
ties involving their recorded programs. American Association of Adver- 
tising Agencies has asked the Music Publishers Protective Association 
to work out a system whereby these two charges would be consolidated 
into one. Though foreseeing that any such procedure would involve a 
lot of bookkeeping and confusion, the M. P. P. A. advised the agency 
organization that an effort would be made to arrive at some solution 
of the problem. 

Before taking up the request with the ASCAP board of directors, the 
M. P. P. A. is looking into the legal twists to the proposition, so as to 
make sure there won't be any possibility of statutory entanglements, 


WIBO, Chicago, won a reversal before the Federal Court of Appeals 
against FRC that arbitrarily transferred its wave length to WJKS, Gary, 
Indiana, owned by the Atlass Brothers of WBBM, Chicago. 

Meanwhile WIBO has a $900,000 damage action pending, also in Federal 
court, making grave charges of conspiracy against the Atlass brothers 
for allegedly spreading false rumors of WIBO’s financial status. Although 
laughed off at WBBM the damage action is inside reported more serious 
than simply a defensive manoeuver by WIBO in a competitive situation 
admittedly bitter. 


In the advertising agency business the client gets what has been pro- 
vided for in the budget, or else does without it. lf he has declined to set 
aside a sum for publicity purposes that department in the agency passes 
him up cold. Network p. a. found that out the other day when he in- 
quired of an agency p. a. about giving a band leader on one of the 
agency’s programs a break with the newspapers. 

‘Less you say about that program,’ rejoined the agency p. a., ‘the bet- 
ter we'll like it. We haven’t an item in the budget to cover publicity.® 


Postal Telegraph has its maintenance department for the radio station 
hookup division established and is active in the northwest linking up the 
regional group made up of KGO, Portland; KHQ, Spokane, and KMO, 
Seattle. 

Prior to Postal’s entry in the northwest area, A. T. & T. had the broad- 
cast hookup business thoroughly sewed up. Postal is also working on a 
deal to lease its wires to a regional network in the southwest. 


Chicago NBC has been criticized recently for stinginess in the matter 
of orchestrations. Frequent use of printed arrangements is said to have 
musically ruined a number of programs because eight or nine musicians 
were playing arrangements scored for 30. 

Morgan Eastman is reported apologizing to his musicians regularly for 
using printed arrangements on the Carnation program. 


Because of the increasing personal appearancing by radio artists, 
they’re in the theatrical category for insurance purposes, with the rates 
higher and conditions more exacting. 


Baby Rose Marie in doing a radio hour for Julius Grossman, has a 
paper which calls for personal appearances in the shoe stores of that 
firm. 

Child is restricted from appearing in theatres in many places because 
under age, but this way is figured iegally acceptable. 





legit actor, who speaks with a decided Hebraic accent. Director said the 


latter’s accent sounds much more like Russian to him. 


That Irving Thalberg meant it when he issued an ultimatum recently 
that associated producers must deliver or else quit is indicated according 
to reports in E. B. Derr’s departure from the studio’s a.p. ranks. This is 
only the beginning, it is said, with three or four others now on the spot, 

Harry Rapf will probably get ‘The Sensationalist. press agent yarn 
which Derr was to handle. 





‘Jamboree,’ current at the Vanderbilt, New York, was produced on the 
coast five years ago with Lucille LaVerne as ‘Salt Chunk Mary.’ Piece 
played at the Egan, Los Angeles, for two weeks, but created little ine 
terest. Paul Fejos directed it. He later went to Universal. 

In return for his stage directorial aid, Miss LaVerne played gratis in 
his feature, ‘The Last Moment,’ which got him his U film contract. 





Hollywood agent in London recently was being dined by an English 
author. The American was late, so the writer ordered a rare liquer and 
was nursing it along with the respect due its age. Guest arrived in a 
hurry, saw that his host was having a crink and ordered the same thing. 
When it arrived, he gulped it down at one swallow, to the amazement 
of the Englishman. 





In a recent issue of ‘Pictorial Review,’ Julia Shawell, New York film 
chatterer, says that Jackie Cooper doesn’t want to be called a sissy and 
refuses to have his hair cut in the Metro beauty parlor, but insists upon 
being taken to Jim’s, in Hollywood. Metro has a barber shop, not a 
beauty parlor, and Jim’s is a coiffeur salon for femmes only. 

Indie producers didn’t endorse the new uniform contract and the in- 
dustry’s platform because they couldn't. 

Under the set up of most of the small companies franchise holders 
contact the exhibitor. It will be up to the holders to decide whether or 
not they want to do business on a uniform basis. 





Tune most frequently heard in pictures during the 31-32 season is 
thought to be ‘Hot Time in the Old Time Tonight, which was used 85 





He then sent to New York for a Jewish | 


different times in 62 films. 
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Concert Field Chilly to Everyone, 
Even Chaliapin—Some Not at All «: 


How the.concert field is shot is 
evidenced by the refusal of concert 
managements to gamble with any 
attraction unless the local manager, 


jn each stand, also takes a gamble. 
That goes for the biggest names. 


Arthur Judson refused to under- | 
take a concert tour for Maurice} 
Chevalier, who wanted $2,000 a 


night guarantee. F. C. Coppicus 


was willing to go $1,500 a perform- | 


ance for Chev, but only for a very 
limited tour. 

Feodor Chaliapin, the great Rus- 
sian basso, who sails back on the 
‘Bremen’ Friday (16), only lasted 12 
concerts (in six weeks) in America, 
at a cut figure of $2,000 per. Here- 
tofore his figure was $3,000 a con- 
cert. Even in France he receives 

2,000, but America couldn’t go any 
higher. Although he did oke in the 
six weeks, such important keys as 
Baltimore, Boston, Philly, Pitt and 
Detroit couldn't buy him because of 
the price. 

Roxy wanted him for Radio City 
and was willing to go up to $15,000, 
but Chaliapin asked $25,000 for the 
week, a figure he admitted was pro- 
hibitive. 

Chaliapin is being submitted by 
the Morris office for picture house 
and vaudeville dates. Publix and 
Loew have made bids but no terms 
have been reached yet. 

If any deals are worked out they 
will be on percentage. 


TRYING ‘EARTH’ OUT OF 


TOWN FOR JUST 3 WKS. 


Theatre Guild won't send 





‘Good 
the 


show then going intact into Chi- 
cago. Through a special arrange- 
ment made with the cast, it has 
been guaranteed three weeks after 
Dec. 27 for hanging around the 
three weeks until that date. 

Guild isn’t very certain about the 
show for the road beyond three 
weeks after the New York recep- 
tion. Actors in the show, more 
optimistic, figure the out of town- 
ers will not bother worrying about 
what New York said and form their 
own opinions, which ought to be 
good, judging by the previous re- 
ception out of town, they think. 


Rehearsal Let-Out’s 
Claim Disallowed 


Two arbitrations on claims of 
Players let out of ‘The Du Barry’ 
during rehearsals, were decided. 
Each case had odd angles, the hear- 
ings being spirited. 

Having the privilege of dismissal 


out for three weeks, 


within the first 10 days of rehearsal | 


(seven days for a drama) John 
Charies Gilbert was asked to turn 
in his part on the fifth day, but he 
sought two weeks’ salary on the 
rounds that Equity’s standard 
contract calls for written notice 
from the management. 


Equity’s representative at the ar- | 


bitration sought to press the point, 
but the arbitrator representing the 
show convinced the board that it 
is not the custom at rehearsal times 
for written notice and the claim 
was disallowed 

In the case of Dorothy Dare the 
management contended that she 
was dismissed on the 10th day of 
the ‘Du Barry’ rehearsals. The ac- 
tress claimed 12 days had elapsed 
including a Sunday when the coun- 
ter contention being there was no 
rehearsal on that date. Miss Dare 
was awarded partial salary, said to 
be two-thirds of the claim. 


Irish Players Double 
Back on B’way Repeat 


The Irish Players of the Abbey 
theatre, Dublin, are returning to 
the Beck, New York, for an indef- 
inite date starting Dec. 26. The 
week prior will be a 
Philadelphia. It was intended to 
lay off the week before Christmas 
but interest in Philly prompted the 
booking. Visitors grossed $26,000 in 
two weeks there at $2.20 top. 

The Abbey group built to capac- 





ity at the Beck, jeaving because of | 


the entrance of ‘Chrysalis,’ which 


Was expected to be a good thing, 
on the basis of its summer tryout. 
That show lasted but three weeks. | 
House dark at present. ‘ 


eoeyeemeanyen 


repeat in|} 





BANNISTER ON B’WAY 


Ann Harding’s Ex-Mate Eschews 
Acting to Produce 





who has 
} on the coast for several years, 


Harry Bannister. 
has 
| returned to Broadway, but not as 


an actor. Turning manager, he will 
| produce, the maiden effort being 
| ‘The Day After’. Bannister is the 


divorced husband of Ann Harding. 
He is established in elaborate 
New York offices. 


L. A. DARK WITH FOUR 





Hollywood, Dee. 12. 
With not a single legit attraction 
here or in downtown Los Angeles, 


town will remain dark for this type 
of stage show until Christmas, when 
four openings are scheduled. New 
shows for that day include: 

Billie Burke, in a return engage- 
ment of ‘The Marquis, at the El 
Capitan; ‘Temptations of 1933,’ at 
the Mason; ‘Tattle Tales’ with 
Frank Fay, at the Belasco, and ‘A 
Plain Man and His Wife,’ with 
Louise Dresser, at the Hollywood 
Playhouse. 

Only semi-legit show current here 
|}is the Toby Wilson Players at the 
Music Box. Not in many years has 
there been an entire absence of 
llegit advertising from the columns 
of the local papers, such as oc- 
curred last week. 


Rushing ‘Melody’ to 
Replace ‘Varieties’ 


| 











Oscar Hammersein and George 
White, who are staging White’s 
new operetta, ‘Melody,’ are work- 
ing the cast almost to the limit, 
planning to open the elaborate 
production in three weeks’ on 
Dec. 27 in Philadelphia. It comes 
into White’s Casino thereafter, the 
present draw weakness of the ‘Vari- 
ties’ music hall revue figuring in 
White’s anxiety to hasten his new 
show in pronto. 

Title was changed from ‘Love 
Story’ in order not to conflict with 
the S. N. Behrman play. 

Jeanne Aubert, Evelyn Herbert, 
Hugh O'Connell, Walter Woolf, 
Everett Marshall and George Hus- 
ton (the last three making a trio 
of barytones in the cast, in itself 


principals so far signed. Sdward 
Childs Carpenter, Irving Caesar and 
| Sigmund Romberg did book, lyrics 
and music. 


Arthur’s $5 Opening 





Hollywood, Dee. 12. 

George K. Arthur is charging $5 
top for the opening of his Grand 
Guignol horror playlet bill at the 
Music Box, Dec. 28. In case it lays 
an egg after the opening night, 
Arthur makes sure of paying off | 
with his premiere gross. 

Doris Lloyd, Ethel Griffies, Ed- | 
ward Cooper and Gladys Hullette 
set for one of the thrillers, with 
Donald Crisp directing. 





Stage Stirs in Canton 


Canton, O., Dec. 12. 





|in December when Ralph Smith, 
j}local promoter, will offer ‘Moon- 
jlight and Honeysuckle’ at the city 


| auditorium here. 

Nothing else is in sight, according 

| to Smith until probably February 

| when Eddie Cantor’s unit show will 
| be played at the same house. Other 


| than 


two Cleveland radio station 
ireyues Canton has had no stage 
| shows since last season. 
Pre-Xmas Layoffs 
‘Rhapsody in Black,’ which has 
| been touring castern one nighters, 


is laying off for 
Colored revue 
pre-Christmas going at 
Saturday (10). 

It will resume at 
Dec. 26. 


dodge the 
Harrisburg 


closed to 


Altoona, Pa 


First legit for Canton is due late | 


l 
Shubert Receivers in 


| 
Ht 


iis expected 


| 
| 


On Operatic Rep vio 


company which will alternate 
‘The Student Prince ate | 
‘Blossom Time’ has been placed 4 
rehearsal by the Shuberts. Attra 
tion is said to be aimed 
road. 

Receivership end of the 
to be partly concerned 


with 


for the 





Pompadour Try in 





OPENING CHRISTMAS 


unusual) and Michael Delmatoff are | 


| 
j 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


} "© le 
i wacks 


the next two weeks. | a 


| sold 


‘ 


| prolific 


The Ernst Lubitsch- Maria Jeritza- 
Dimitri Tiomkin-Albertina 
operetta production is up again. 
| Lubitsch, who is vacationing in 
Berlin, is anxious to do a revival of 
Leo Fall’s ‘Madame Pompadour,’ 
which flopped when Martin Beck 
did it as Lis inai.gural production at 
the Beck theatre with Wilda Ben- 
nett. Lubitsch and Tiomkin, who 
will produce, favor using the Eng- 
lish book by Frederick Lonsdale, 
whereas Beck did the original Ger- 
man libretto to Fall's score. 

Jeritza is amenable, particularly 
in view of present conditions, as 
evidenced by her last week’s $1,100 
for an appearance with Fortune 
Gallo's San Carlo opera company in 
Eoston. Formerly she was never 
below $1,500 a performance, under 
her Met contract, with a guarantee 
of two performances, at least, per 
week. 


Cancelled Trains Balk 
Southern One-Nighters; 
‘Electra’ Called Home 


Savannah, Ga., Dec. 12. 

Ned Holmes, veteran theatrical 
advance man, in Savannah arrang- 
ing for the appearance at the Muni- 
cipal Auditorium of ‘Mourning Be- 
comes Electra,’ got a cancellation 
of the tour Friday (9) from the 
Theatre Guild. 

Holmes found it difficult to book 
the show through the South because 
of the cancellation of so many 
trains. Because of the lack of means 
to get the show from one town to 
another he was greatly handicapped. 
He found Columbia, S. C., almost 
unapproachable for a one-night 
stand show and Charleston was the 
same way. 

He had planned before the cancel- 
lation to bring the show to Savan- 
nah for a Christmas night perform- 
ance and then go to Jacksonville 
for a performance. From Jackson- 
| ville the next jump was to be to At- 
ilanta. This was an unusually long 
journey between shows but it was 
the best arrangement that could be 
| made. 
| This annulment of train service in 
ithe South is one of the newest ob- 
lstacles to stage productions that 














Assures Cast Something | want to play one night stands. 


Shuberts 


wn $till Want to Make 


N. Y. with Jeritza’ 


Rasch | 


Two Bow-Outs Leave to Shubert Co. 
| Only ‘Small Change’ Show Interests 





NATIVE U. S. BALLET! 


Rasch - Tiomkin 
Aim at Permanent Group 


— 





The first American ballet is in 
process of organization under Peggy 
Fears and A. C. Blumenthal’s spon- 
sorship with Albertina Rasch to 
stage and Dimitri Tiomkin, the lat- 
ter’s husband, to compose the bal- 
let music. 

America has never had its native 
ballet and the Blumenthals-Rasch- 
Tiomkin plan it as a permanent in- 
stitution. 


NIRDLINGER OUTLINES 
OWN LEGIT CHAIN IDEA : 


Dec. 12. 
alignment 





Boston, 
Plans for a new legit 
national in scope and to rival the 
United Booking Office of the affili- 
ated Erlanger and Shubert interests, 
were revealed by Samuel F. Nixon- 
Nirdlinger, staying here during the 
run of ‘A Good Woman—Poor Thing,’ 
at the Hollis. He is understood to be 
the financial backer of the comedy. 
Nixon-Nirdlinger is ambitious to 
establish a chain across the coun- 
try for legit productions. The Hol- 
lis apparently is entirely agreeable 
to becoming a unit in the hook-up; 
this will give the Philadelphian one 
to be linked up with his own houses 
in his home city and in Pittsburgh; 
he hopes to get a second house 
here. 
Nirdlinger states that there are 





many RKO houses available in im- 
portant cities; he says these will 
be ready and eager to open up for 
legit dramas. He has the choice 
of a dozen or so in New York, he 
of independent ownership or 


avers, 
operated by banks. In Chicago, 
Homer Drake’s’ Blackstone and 
Adelphi will be available, he adds. 
Thus, declares Nirdlinger, the be- 
ginning is made with four key cities 
in line, New York, Boston, Phila- 
delphia and Chicago. Other cities 
can easily be secured, so that a 


promising chain can be established, 
he continues. 





‘Forward March’ Comic 


Schnozzle or Fields? 


Leon Errol or W. C. Fields are 
comedian possibilities for the Brown 
& Henderson musical, ‘Forward 
March,’ if Jimmie Durante isn’t 
available. The backers of the pro- 
ducers are of the opinion Durante 
can be had, having heard that his 
Metro contract expires this month, 
but apparently not aware of the 
option held by Metro for all of 1933. 

Lew Brown who went to the Coast 
and signed Lupe Velez also hoped 
to land Durante who was at that 








time in Honolulu on location. 








Some Plays and Prices for Films 


Few B’way Shows se: Sable but Good Prices) 
Reverted 


Sales of picture rights of Broad- | must play at least three 


way plays this season have not been 
but there were several 
two going to the Theatre 
Guild. ‘The Good Earth’ was ar- 
ranged for in advance because the 


plums, 


| 
| 
| 





play was a book. Metro bought 
‘Earth’ for $100,000 plus $1,500 for 
each week (seven) on Broadway, 
which boosted the price $10,500. 
Guild also participated in the film 
money for ‘Reunion in Vienna,’ a} 


product of last season, which 
brought $70,000. 

‘Clear All Wires’ brought $40,000 
to Herman Shumlin and the Spe- 
who authored it. ‘I Loved 
You Wednesday’ bought for 
and 
$20,000, 


spectaci 


light of the 
films with 


a surprise in 
war protest 
scenes. 

‘The Magoo’ was reported | 
before it reached the stage.| 
That would appear to be a violation | 
of the Dramatists Guild Basic 


var 
viation 


Great 


Agreement which stipulates a show 


|}playing a 


22,500 | 


‘Men Must Fight’ gota reputed | 





weeks on 
Broadway before the picture rights 
can be disposed of. The regulation 
stipulates that the producer is to 
receive 50% of the picture money 
if the engagement lasts that long, 
otherwise the entire rights revert 
to the author. The agreement states 
that no sales rights deal be made 
until three weeks from the date of 
premiere. 
‘Magoo’ Quits 

‘Magoo’ folded at the Selwyn, 
New York, Saturday (10) after 
week and two days. 
who presented’ the 
meller, announced 
that the show 

changed his 


Billy Rose, 
Hecht-Fowler 
over the week-end 
would continue but 
mind Monday. 

Rose planned continuance 


he could participate in the picture 


+ 


‘oa Blumenthals | 


| ‘The Mad Hopes’ 





so that ! 


rights, which brought about $25,900. | 
He decided it was not worth the 
risk of playing to two weeks before 
Christmas. Paul Kelly, the male 
lead, was guaranteed a minimum of 
four weeks, i 


The sudden withdrawal of ‘Amer- 


icana’ at the Shubert Saturday (10) 


and the anticipated withdrawal of 


at the Broadhurst, 


leaves the Shutert receivership in- 


terested in but two shows, neither 


controlled outright. It has a 50% 
ownership of ‘Autumn Crocus’ 
which is getting moderate grosses, 
The other ‘piece’ is a 25% holding 
of ‘Flying Colors’ which has done 
fairly well, but still in the produc- 
tion red. 

Receivers virtually admitted some 
time ago that the only’ chance to 
save the business was by producing 
successes. Their score to date this 
season is close to zero. Only chance 
'to make further trys would be to 
raise more money by selling re- 
ceivers’ certificates, there being no 
money remaining for that purpose, 
Doubtful if that will eventuate. 


Resents Inquiry 


Report that the receivers would 
go into court this week and sug- 
gest a date be set for liquidation 


could not be verified. Asked if there 
was any basis to the report, N. 
David Thompson representing the 
Irving Trust as co-receiver, angrily 
replied: ‘I won't say anything. 
You'll have to get any information 
from the court records.’ 

A decision on the application of 
the independent bondholders com- 
mittee to reaudit the Shubert The- 
atre Corporation from the date of 
inception, which would mean inves- 
tigation of the Shuberts, may be 
made before the first of 
Charles E. Hughes, Jr., has called 
the various creditors committees to 
appear before him Dec. 21. Hughes 
was appointed special counsel to 
hear arguments and make recom- 
mendations to the court on the indie 
committee’s claims 











GIRL’S HUSBAND BACKER 
OF SHUBERTS’ ‘SMILES’ 


Jean Tennyson will sing opposite 
Charles Hackett in ‘Land of Smiles,® 
the Lehar operetta which the Shue- 
berts are doing. Hackett has the 
Richard Tauber singing role. The 
English libretto will be used instead 
of the original German text. 

Miss Tennysone is the wife of 
Dreyfuss, the so-called artificial 
silk king, who is said to be finan- 
cially interested with the Shuberts 
in this production. 


Stretch F&M Tab ‘Sally’ 
Into Twice Daily Show 


Dec. 12. 
‘Sally’ opened here yesterday for 
a week’s engagement playing twice 
daily. Night scale is $1.50 top with 
the matinees at 75 cents, plus tax, 
Show is a Fanchon and Marco 
unit which has been variously play- 
ing picture houses and legit stands, 








Minneapolis, 


Cast is headed by Pearl Eaton, 
chief in support being T. Roy 
garnes, Hal Young, Hal Waldron 


and Jack Duffy. 





Coward Play’s Premiere 
Cleveland Hanna, Jan. 2 


19 
. 


Cleveland, Dec. 12 

Noel Coward's ‘Design for Living’ 
is to be premiered at the Hanna 
Jan. 2, with Alfred Lunt and Lynn 
Fontanne in leads. Coward, who 
hasn't visited Cleveland since play- 
ing here in ‘The Vortex,’ also come 
ing to supervise rehearsals. 

With the exception of a one- 
week charity show, ‘T weedles,’ 
which Sam Bradley is putting on 
for blind society, Hanna will be 
dark until premiere. ‘Show Boat’ 
was booked for Dec. 11 until show 
received folding orders in Cincin- 
nati. 

Robert McLaughlin’s plans for a 
winter stock troupe at the Ohio, 
rival legit house, have apparently 
been dropped since Loew’s an- 
ed a series of road-showed 
for the house. De Miuille’s 
of the Cross’ is penciled to 
Ohio Dec. 25, and Eddie 
‘Kid in Spain’ is also ten- 
scheduled. 
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Pretentious 


Stand Gamble 


Second has Broad- 
Way ina 


than 


avenue gone 


bigger way theatrically 


Instead 
years ago, having half a dozen the- 
atres running along with pop enter- 
tainment, there are only two houses 
going full blast. but with big pro- 
ductions, carefully put on, expen- 
sively peopled and dispensed. It’s 
one of last stand affairs. 
Prices can't go up; they’re still $2 
top. But the shows are actually al- 
most lavish with everybody digging 
in to put the thing over or give up 


for good. 

New musical at the Second Ave- 
mue theatre may not be able to 
stand comparison with the best of 
Broadway's shows. But from either 
a simple money’s worth standpoint, 
or from the standpoint of Second 
avenue’s history, it is something 
pretty much outstanding. In the 
cast are Aaron Lebedoff, probably 
the best drawing male in Yiddish 
musicals; Leon Blank, a veteran 
star of the Yiddish stage; Annie 
Thomashefsky, who had her own 
theatre and company for years, and 
Lucy Finkle, a fairly popular young 
Woman of the newer generation. A 
line of 14 girls goes through fairly 
intricate song and dance routines 
and there are staging and lighting 
effects, some of which may be 
rather naive, but certainly are far 
above anything attempted in the 
past. Throughcut the thing there 
is apparent, far and above every- 
thing else, a desire to actually 
‘DSuild entertainment. And to be sure 
that the customers get their money's 
worth the show drags along until 
11:35, more than three hours of 
show. 


ever. of, as a few 


those 


Drama Drive Too 

Only competition the piece is get- 
ting is at the Yiddish Art theatre 
where Maurice Schwartz is putting 
on a splendid drama entitled, ‘Yoshe 
Kalb’. And here the same basic 
analysis applies. It’s a big produc- 
tion with 26 scenes and a cast of 
more than 50. ‘Yoshe,’ as it hap- 
pens, is also very fine and impor- 
tant dramaturgy whereas ‘Love For 
Sale’ is just a somewhat rheumatic 
musical, but the last stand sales 
psychology is pre-eminent in both 
pieces. And that they’re accom- 
plishing their point is indicated by 
a fairly consistent b.o. demand. 

‘Love For Sale,’ put to the lorg- 
nette of theatrical reviewing, isn’t 
an outstanding show, despite its 
flourishes. The thing stumbles over 
its plot several times, but that plot 
is simple and sentimental and ought 
to please Yiddish theatre customers, 
It’s the story of a girl whose mother 
is going blind, so she advertises in 
newspapers that she'll marry any- 
one with money enough to cure 
mamma. Of course, the lad that 
comes along, after the usual com- 
plications, is actually a swell guy 
with a heart of gold and a family 
background of high rank, so every- 
thing’s lovely. 

Biggest worry is the music which 
is not as good as it might be. Writ- 
ten by Herman Wohl, a veteran of 
the Yiddish stage, it’s entirely too 
easily slapped together from cur- 
rent and past pop numbers, al- 
though about half way through the 
first act is a mixed chorus of voices 
in a choral adaptation of a Hebrew 
hymn that is quite splendid. B. 
Rosenthal has written a very clever 
set of lyrics, one song outstanding 
being, ‘Dos is die Liebe (‘That is 
Love’). 

50-Year-Old Juve 

That Lebedeff fellow, incidentally, 
is quite a lad. Well over 50, he’s 
exceptionally well preserved and 
still plays the juvenile with ease. 

..He has a powerful voice which 
wavers now and then, but always 
manages to catch the top note. He’s 
an easy actor, lets nothing bother 
him and gets away with his songs 
and speeches easily, besides being 
quite a definite drawing power. The 
other actors are all good enough 
for their various assignments and 
a lad named Itzchock Feld, as head 
comedian, garners a surprising lot 
of laughs. 

There might have been a leading 
lady who could wear clothes with 
more grace than Lucy Finkle, but 
maybe that’s stretching the point. 
Probably the biggest bow should go 
to I. Trilling for his work on stag- 
ing the dances with the girls and 

=whoever staged or rehearsed 


the! 


Musical at $2 Last 


of Yiddish Theatre 


‘Passes, Profit Share’ 


For Boston Guarantors 


Boston, Dec. 12. 

Viola Roache, remembered for her 
appearance with the Clive players 
and other stock units hereabouts, 
and star of roadshows, is active in 
an effort to rehabilitate the now 
dark Copley. After several meet- 
ings, the public is now told by way 
of a subscription circular signed by 
Miss Roache, that the backers seek 
a guarantee fund, set at $10,000 for 
the ‘Viola Roache Theatre project.’ 

The fund, says the circular, is to 
‘cover pre-opening expenses and 
probable weekly deficits pending 
time when public faith is won.’ In 
return for contribs, guarantors will 
receive ‘season passes, privileges of 
the theatre, share in the profits, if 
and when such profits accrue, and 
constant information as to the fi- 
nancial status of the company.’ 
Arthur P. Teele is made the re- 
cipient of contribs. 


FLU EPIDEMIC IN ‘BOAT,’ 
HALTS 2 WKS, RESUMES 


Cincinnati, Dec. 12. 

‘Show Boat,’ which closed a 
week’s engagement at the Shubert 
Theatre Saturday night (10) with a 
gross of $19,000, will be idle for a 
fortnight, reopening in Cleveland 
for Christmas week. Then follows 
a full week in Detroit and a split 
week between Indianapois and 
Louisville and seven-day stands in 
St. Louis and Kansas City. After 
that the Ziegfeld musical may go 
into Chicago or head for the Coast, 
depending on biz. At that time 
Helen Morgan will be starred and 
several cast members changed. 
It was reported that the show 
would pull up the gangplank for 
keeps in this city. Notice of con- 
tinued bookings reached the com- 
pany Thursday (8). 
Norma Terris did not take part in 
any of the eight performances here, 
it being announced that she was 
confined to her hotel by flu and that 
she missed the final show in Pitts- 
burgh the week before. Her part 
was played by Clementine Rigeau. 

William Kent missed three per- 
formances here and Paul Keast was 
out one show, flu also being given 
as the cause for their absence. 

Monday and Tuesday receipts 
were swelled through a special offer 
whereby the price of orchestra 
seats was cut from $3.30 to $2.20 and 
50 cents was sliced from the balcony 
scale. Tuesday night was a sellout 
and Monday night’s house was al- 
most capacity. 


MERGED MUSICALS 


‘Americana-Ballyhoo’ Opens in Bos: 
ton Dec. 27 





+ 
| 
| 

















Merged ‘Americana’ and ‘Bally- 
hoo’ revues, both Shuberts, will 
have Frances Williams added when 
it opens in Boston Dec. 27. Phil 
Bakér also stays. 

‘American Ballyhoo’ may be the 
merged title. The classic dancers 
from ‘Americana,’ the chariot finale 
from ‘Ballyhoo’ and other such 
numbers will be dropped in the 
combination sk w. 


Wolfenden Pres. of New 


Coast Productions, Inc. 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 
With Alan Dinehart a prospective 
member of the company, Coast Pro- 
ductions, Inc., has been formed to 
produce pictures and plays. William 
Wolfenden, agent in the Edward 
Small office, is president. 
As a starter, company intends a 
play here with Dinehart, featured. 








Post’s New Orleans Date 
New Orleans, Dec. 12. 
First legit of season to trek 
through the south, Guy Bates Post 
in ‘The Play's the Thing.’ 
Opens at the Tulane here Christ- 
mas night, for a week's engagement. 





vocal numbers rates a mention. 
though he doesn't get it. 

All in all it’s better than good 
popular entertainment, put on with 





a swell flourish and an experiment 
1of modern day theatre that’s worth 
watching. Kauj. 


CASEY’S ST. LOUIS STOCK 


Reopens Shubert, Dark All Season, 
On Christmas Night 








St. Louis, Dec. 12. 
After nearly a year without any- 
thing of the kind, St. Louis is to 


have dramatic stock again. Arthur 
Casey has leased the Shubert the- 
atre and will open Christmas night 
with resident players and visiting 
stars. 

Casey operated a stock company 
here three seasons ago in conjunc- 
tion with Mary Hart, then his wife. 
Miss Hart took over the enterprise 
herself the following year and op- 
erated it through that season and 
about half of last season. 

Shubert theatre has been closed 
all this season. 


Friars Still Serving 
Eggs, Tho Members Are 
Sensitive on Subject 


The subject of eggs is something 
of a sensitive matter around the 
Friars ever since a butter and egg 
seller nudged the club into receiver- 
ship. A number of members sent 
their breakfast orders back with 
comments about the eggs. 

It’s all imagination, for the guy 
who hollered about his bill in court 
has not served the club for over a 
year. 

Phone to the club was cut off one 
hour because the receiver, Hyman 
Bushel, would not guarantee the ac- 
count as demanded by the Tele- 
phone company. That was quickly 
squared when a member took over 
the responsibility. 

Foreclosure proceedings will be 
held up until auditors complete 
checking accounts payable and so 
forth. It is estimated that the fore- 
closure price will be $250,000. First 
mortgage is $190,000 but interest 
and taxes are said to exceed $50,000. 
There are bonds, held by members, 
secured by a second mortgage which 








Play on Broadway 








JINXED INTO HIT IS 
‘TAKE A CHANCE’ 


like ‘Take a Chance,’ at 
the Apollo, New York, was jinxed 
into a hit and ‘hat establishes some 
kind of a record. Five untoward in- 
cidents all but discouraged the new 
producing duo of Laurence Schwab 


and Buddy De Sylva and when the 
musical reached Broadway it had 
cost them twice the amount orig- 
inally budgeted. 

The first sock was the original 
date in Pittsburgh where the show 
opened and closed in one week as 
‘Humpty Dumpty.’ That meant the 
players had to be paid two weeks’ 
salary. The book was rewritten and 
‘Chance’ was hailed as a sure thing 
in Philly upon reopening. 

It moved on to Newark and things 
started to happen. Ethel Merman, 
the show's leading femme, got laryn- 
gitis and the show laid off three 
days, ticket refunds amounting to 
about $8,000. In the interim fire de- 
stroyed several sets of costumes and 
back stage was further worried 
when the wife of a stage hand with 
the show died. Unlooked for expen- 
ditures resulted in the producers 
putting $125,000 into the show be- 
fore the Apollo premiere. 


Girls Hurt 


At last Saturday’s (10) matinee 
a flat piece fell from the wings in- 
juring three choristers. One girl 
was removed to the hospital for a 
possible fracture of the skull. Inthe 
show's ‘Daniel Boone’ skit, scenery 
is supposed to fall and injure sev- 
eral players, which drafts the two 
‘chiselers,’ Jack Haley and Sid Sil- 
vers, into a surpused revue. Jack 
Whiting’s quick head work saved 
the Saturday’s situation, 

And still ‘Chance’ got top money 
on Broadway last week with ‘Music 





Looks 





will be wiped out if the foreclosure 


in the Air,” both approximating 


goes through. $26,000. 


Inside Stuff—Lesit 


The late W. R. Edrington, Texas oil operator and speculator, who died 
recently at Fort Worth, was one of the shadowy Broadway show backers 
of Earl Carroll’s ventures specifically. During a period of more than 10 
years he was Carroll's chief financial support and built the first Carroll 
theatre in New York. Edrington was heavily involved in the new house, 
named the Casino after Carroll was dispossessed. 

Although a believer in theatre realty Edrington was not keen about 
investing in shows, which may have been the reason for frequent quar- 
rela with Carroll, At the time of Edrington’s financial collapse and 
nervous breakdown which resulted fatally, they were not on good terms. 

Despite his years in and around show business or near it, Edrington 
never could understand why theatres and shows were not uniformly 
profitable. Seems peculiar Carroll should be financially strapped with his 
new ‘Vanities’ so shortly after Edrington’s passing. 

They both went overboard in building the over-sized, elaborate but 
bizarre new Carroll theatre which Carroll claimed cost four millions but 
probably involved $2,000,000. Much money was spent backstage that 
seemed unnecessary. Excavation of rock for a planned night club cost 
plenty and the large basement provided is yet to be used. 

The story of Edrington’s eclipse is little different from other pre- 
depression millionaires, While he thought Broadway a sure realty in- 
vestment, the bulk of the fortune he won from the ground was in securi- 
ties. He put up stocks and bonds valued at $900,000 on the new theatre 
deal but at the time he was forced into bankruptcy, the securities he 
had deposited to secure a loan of $400,000 had shrunk to a market quo- 
tation of $100,000, 

In the first Carroll theatre Carroll threw a party during which the 
notorious bathtub incident got him into trouble. The affair was to cele- 
brate Edrington’s birthday which fell on Feb. 22. It was Carroll's idea of 
patting his backer on the back by interrupting the party to project the 
picture of George Washington on the screen, to be immediately followed 
by that of Edrington’s. The latter previously had been in the back- 
ground and after the bathtub scandal he faded again. 

Yet when Carroll returned to Broadway following his Atlanta sojourn, 
it was the same Edrington who promoted the funds for the new theatre. 

Mrs. Edrington is said to have accompanied her husband on his trips 
to Broadway and equally interested with him, in his theatrical excur- 
sions. When the new Carroll opened the two Edringtons were seated 
in the rear of the orchestra, watching the audience and the perform- 
ance. For weeks afterward they occupied those same two seats each 
night, always smiling and always happily greeting Earl Carroll. 

One of the never-solved New York mysteries is how Edrington fell so 
hard for Carroll and stuck to him so long, with money and faith. Carroll 
met him through an advertisement. Carroll with a stage play flop about 
to expire on 42nd street, advertised in a Sunday paper for a chump with 
$1,000. It was a softie sort of a sucker ad. Edrington responded, gave 
Carroll his $1,000 and apparently later on besides the millions that fol- 
lowed from Edrington to Carroil, the affection of Mr. and Mrs. Edrington 
went along. 











Picture rights for ‘Firebird,’ current at the Empire, New York, not 
disposed of although play has been presented in most of the European 
centers. Regarded as unprecedented was a bid by UFA (German) of 
$10,000 for the German and French film rights but rejected. Understood 
a foreign offer of $20,000 for the world rights was tendered more recently. 

Gilbert Miller, who presents the show here, is in on the film money 
should the deal be consummated. 





Death of Ernest Grenier, treasurer of the Colonial, Boston, Dec. 5, 
was deeply regretted by show people. He was a victim of diabetes at 39. 
Grenier was the most popular b.o. man in the Hub and president of the 
Treasurers’ Club there. 

Treasurers’ Club of New York sent a delegation to Boston for the 





Walk a Little Faster 


Revue in two acts, 20 scenes, presented by 
Courtney Burr. Staged by § Albertina 
Rasch and Monty Woolley. Lyrics by EB, 
Y. Harburg. Music by Vernon Duke, 
Sketches by S. J. Perelman and R. Mace 
Gunigle, ‘Mayfair’ music by William 
Waliter and Rowland Leigh. Production 


conceived and designed by Boris Anderson. 
Book directed by Monty Woolley. Dances 
by Albertina Rasch. Opened Dec. 7 at 
the St. James, New York, $4.40, top. 

Cast includes Beatrice Lillie, Clark and 
McCullough, Bernice Lee, Donald Burr, 
Dorothy and Dave Fitzgibbons, Rose Ter- 
rel, Patricia Dorn, John Hundley, Douglas 
Gerard, Lloyd Harris, Katherine Hall, 
Evelyn Hoey, Albertina Vitak and Jerome 
Andrews, Stephen Irving, William Culloo, 
Serge Krasnoff, Dorothy McNulty, Jerry 
Norris, Leslie McLeed and Own Coll, 





That five-year record of the old 
Erlanger, presently the St. James, 
of offering shows that just miss the 
money class, continues unbroken 
with the present incumbent, ‘Walk 
a Little Faster,’ new Courtney Burr 
revue with Beatrice Lillie and Clark 
and McCullough. It’s handsomely 
mounted but won’t make the gait 
at $4.40 top. 

Perhaps the best description of 
the value of the revue is that with 
the sketches and blackouts omitted, 
the show sizes mostly like a Roxy 
performance which customers can 
see for under a $1 top with a film 
thrown in. 

‘Walk a Little Faster’ is fairish 
entertainment. It’s bound to suffer 
from comparison with other musi- 
cals which are bullish on Broad- 
way currently. Maybe the show 
could have stood a better chance 
for succeeding if it moved into the 


(Continued on page 54) 


Crothers Relief Plan 
Ends Lobby Collectors; 
Sunday Shows Instead! 


As a result of a movement 
started by Rachel Crothers, the 
Unitd Theatre Relief Fund, aimed 
to aid the distressed people of the 
theatre by those engaged in the 
theatre, will soon start functioning. 
During a mass meeting to be held 
in the Royale, New York, this after- 
noon (Tuesday) plans will be 
drafted. Among those to address 
the gathering will be former Gov- 
ernor Alfred E. Smith. 

Relief committee’s first action was 
a session with Harvey D. Gibson, 
head of the Emergency Relief Com- 
mittee. Mr. Gibson assented to the 
withdrawal of women coin box cole 
lectors in legit theatre lobbies. Con- 
tention of the theatre group was 
that that method was such an an- 
noyance to playgoers that it was 
hurting attendance. The theatre 
committee also explained that it 
hoped to care for its own, taking 
the responsibility from the Gibson 
committee. As many as five women 
were recently seen collecting in a 
single theatre lobby. As much as 
$20,000 in one day is claimed to have 
been collected that way in all the 
theatres in New York. 

The theatre’s United Relief pro- 
poses Sunday night performances, 
one musical and one drama to be 
played on that evening each week. 
Last winter the Mayor's Committee 
on Unemployment got the proceeds 
of Sunday nights, most of which 
was allotted back to theatre relief, 
specifically the Actors’ Dinner Club, 
which is not concerned in the new 
movement. 

After an organization meeting a 
session was held in the Actors’ 
Fund quarters. Fireworks were 
started when Sam S. Scribner for 
the Fund demanded to know if there 
were hungry actors, and declared if 
so they had only to apply to the 
Fund, 

Miss Crothers held a later session 
and the matter was further dis- 
cussed. It was decided that the 
proceeds of the Sunday nights were 
to be split 40% to the Gibson com- 
mittee, 40% to the United Theatre 
Relief, and 10% each to the relief 
funds of the stagehands’ and mu- 
sicians’ unions. The Actors Fund 
had declared itself out of a share, 
because its special benefit matinees 
of shows having played 20 weeks. 

The new movement began when 
the Authors’ League sought to 
raise $30,000 for its needy writers 
and found no way to raise the 
money. A proposal that 100 peo- 
ple in show business contribute 
$1,000 each was decided a risky ad- 
venture, the idea being to cover the 
authors’ fund and all other theatré 
relief funds. 

As the plan is now outlined all 
workers in the theatre will partici- 
pate. That takes in the several 
theatrical guilds, the N.V.A., and, {ft 
is understood, also unemployed box- 
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Bway List Below 30, 4 Bow-Outs, 
Faster’ Locks Like $25,000 Ist Wk. | 
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Number of shows on Broadway 
dropped under 30, when four attrac- 
tions suddenly stopped Saturday to 
duck the pre-Christmas' slump. 


Actually there are about two dozen 
productions besides five low-geared 
revivals. 

Last week’s sole premiere was 
‘Walk a Little Faster,’ a revue at the 
st. James (formerly Erlanger’s), 
Notices were mixed but the gross 
for the first five performances was 
$16,000 and indications for this week 
point to $25,000. ‘Faster’ is hooked 
up with several high salaried names 
and must draw real money to click. 

Late entrants of the previous 
week flopped quickly, ‘The Great 
Magoo’ being yanked off at the Sel- 
wyn and ‘The Mad Hopes’ stopping 
at the Broadhurst. Two musicals, 
both down around $11,000 or less, 
gave up on the same date, ‘Ameri- 
cana’ going dark at the Shubert and 
‘Vanities’ stopping at the Broadway. 
Latter may try another edition after 
the first of the year, while the for- 
mer is slated for the road about that 
time. One listed closing this week 
is ‘Criminal at Large,’ Belasco, 

‘Dinner at Fight’ remains the only 
show in town at capacity. “When 
Ladies Meet’ claimed $17,000, while 
‘Mademoiselle’ and ‘Christopher 
Bean’ eased to $10,000. 

All the musicals are considerably 
under capacity, too. Last week 
‘Take a Chance’ and ‘Music in the 
Air’ were tied at about $26,000 each. 
‘Of Thee I Sing’ holds to excellent 
trade at $25,000, but Flying Colors’ 
and ‘The Du Barry’ slipped to $14,- 
000, while ‘Gay Divorce’ was mod- 
erate with slightly less. 

Due next week: ‘Lucrece,’ Belas- 
co; ‘Honeymoon,’ Little; “Teatro die 
Piccoli’ (Italian marionettes), Lyric, 
and several additional possibilities. 


Estimates for Last week 


‘Absent Father,’ Mansfield (9th 
week) (C-1,050-$3.30). Cut rater 
hanging on; breaks even somehow 
at estimated $2,000 weekly. 

‘Autumn Crocus,’ Morosco (4th 
week) (CD-893-$5.30). Improvement 
noted but moderate money to date; 
last week approximated $8,000, bet- 
tering even break. 

‘Anybody’s Game,’ postponed. May 
open next week. 

‘Americana,’ Shubert. With- 
drawn last Saturday; played 10 
weeks; moderate takings for musi- 
cal at best; due to tour after Christ- 
mas; estimated under $14,000. 

‘Another Language,’ Booth (34th 
week) (C-708-$3.20). Goodly share 
of patronage from visitors due to 
comedy’s rep; bettered $8,000 last 
week; steadily profitable. 

‘Biography,’ Guild (ist week) (C- 
914-$3.30). Presented by Theatre 
Guild; written by S. N. Behrman; 
Ina Claire heads cast; good reports 
at try-out; opened Monday. 

‘Criminal at Large,’ Belasco (10th 
week) (D-1,000-$3.30). Final week; 
will probably tour at Christmas; 
moderate money to profit; ‘Lucrece’ 
next week. 

‘Dangerous Corner,’ Avon (8th 
week) (CD-830-$3.30). Parties helped 
last week when gross bettered $6,- 
000; difference of opinion stopped a 
click; better than even break 
claimed. 

‘Dinner at Eight,’ Music Box (14th 
week) (C-1,000-$3.85). Only attrac- 
tion on Broadway at capacity; bal- 
cony scale slightly lowered recent- 
ly: $23,000 for dramatic leader. 

‘Flying Colors,’ Imperial (14th 
week) (R-1,446-$4.40). Slipped to 
$15,000 or bit less; lowest mark for 
revue, which will stick for holiday 
going. 

‘Firebird,’ Empire (4th week) (C,- 
1,099-$3.30). Improved and should 
make the grade; estimated over $8,- 
500; class imported mystery play. 

‘Gay Divorce,’ Barrymore (3d 
week) (M-1,090-$4.40). Smartly pre- 
sented musical has chance for fair 
money; $13,000 or more last week; 
growing demand in agencies. 

‘Jamboree,’ Vanderbilt (4th week) 
(D-771-$2.75). Meller has group of 
backers which explains continuance 
at less than $3,000 weekly. 

‘Mademoiselle,’ Playhouse (9th 
week) (C-8&76-$3.380). Turned good 
profit to date; off with the field, but 
a run certain; around $10,000 last 
week, ; 

‘Music Hall Varieties,’ Casino (4th 
week) (R-2,550-$2.75). Gross around 
$21,000; profit for vaude revue; will 
stick through holidays; ‘Melody,’ the 


Romberg-Carpenter-Caesar oper- 
éetta, may follow. 

‘Of Thee I Sing, 46th St. (51st 
week) (M-1,413-$4.40). Came back 
somewhat last week, about $25,000; 
holding its own egainst new musi- 
cals, 

‘Late Christopher Bean,’ Miller 
(7th week) (C-946-$5.30). Should 
be among most profitable of season's 
comedies, although off to $10,000 


ast week, 

‘Red Planet,’ Cort (D-1,043-$3.30). 
Presented by Laurence Rivers, Inc.; 
written by John L. Balderston and 
J. E. Hoare; opens Saturday (17). 





_ ‘Shuffle Along.’ On tour; open- 
ing here set back. 

‘Success Story,’ Elliott (12th 
week) (D-924-$2.75). Group The- 
atre people content with small 


‘Brief Moment’ Frisco’s 
Best with $9,000 Take 


San Francisco, Dec. 12. 

First of the Theatre League's 
four shows at the Curran, ‘Brief 
Moment,’ drew honors of week. In 
for two weeks, first stanza hit 
around $9,000. 

Billie Burke in ‘Marquise’ bows 
out of Duffy's Alcazar tonight (12) 
after six weeks, with Ist week pull- 
ing about $5,000, good. 

The operetta ‘Merry Widow’ went 
out of the Columbia Saturday night 
(10) after four weeks, final figure 
being around $4,200. ‘Queen’s Hus- 





band’ opens there Dec. 28, while 
‘Maedchen in Uniform’ (film), 
comes into Geary Dec. 26. And 


Charlie Murray-George Sidney are 
due at the Alcazar. 

Dick Wilbur’s stock company 
holding ‘Best of Families’ for a sec- 
ond week at the Tivoli, doing plenty 
two-for-oneing. First week around 
$3,600. 


Seff’s Speak Play 


Hollywood, Dee. 12. 
‘American Plan’ play about 
a speakeasy bouncer by Manny Seff 
set for early New York production 
will be given world premiere Janu- 
ary second by Pasadena Community 
Players. 











Rechester Civic Opera 
Now on Permanent Basis 


Rochester, Dec. 12. 
Rochester Civic Opera company is 


Blame Bainbridge $2,500 
On Cold for a Change 


Minneapolis, Dee. 12. 

Sub-zero weather and other un- 
favorable factors conspired to keep 
down the gross of ‘Hay Fever,’ by 
Bainbridge stock at the Shubert. 
Takings were a slim $2,500. It was 
the second and final week of Bev- 
erly Bayne as guest star. Play and 
acting were well received. Current 
is the road show, ‘Sally,’ with the 
stock company filling some outside 
dates, 

The Metropolitan promises noth- 
ing in the way of road shows until 
after the first of the year. 


CHICAGO GIVES 
WYNN $21,000 


Chicago, Dee, 12. 

Two musicals and one drama— 
which seems to be about Chicago's 
speed right now—got fair to mid- 
diing takings last week. A second 
drama, ‘Left Bank,’ is due at the 
Harris Dec. 18. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Laugh Parade,’ Grand (M-1,365; 
$3.85) (24 week). Opened to sell- 
out last Sunday (4), although some 
ticket scalps holding out for top 
premiums had to eat pasteboard. 
Costs $2.90 for a pair at Couthoui’s. 
First week figured at $21,000 with 
no Tuesday performance. Okay for 
December. And especially Decem- 
ber, 1932. Here indefinitely and not 
planning pre-Christmas layoff. 
Earned rave notices from critics 
and regarded as best of Wynn 
melanges. 

‘Springtime for Henry,’ Black- 
stone (F-1,200; $2.20) (2nd week). 
Started quite nicely at $2.20 top and 
ought to keep the house lighted for 
respectable engagement. First 10 
days (opened on a Friday) around 











organizing on a permanent basis to 
produce light opera and musical 
comedies. Now in second season of 
intermittent revivals at $1, project 
is considered successful enough to 
put on solid basis. 

Personnel includes a number of 
principals with the defunct Ameri- 
can Opera company that folded af- 
ter George Eastman withdrew his 
support. Several of the women 
married and live in town and some 
of the men are connected with the 
Eastman School of Music. In ad- 
dition local talent and students at 
the Eastman School are available 
for chorus or principal roles. Alonzo 
Price of New York is director. 





Brown’s Pigskin Yen 





Hollywood, Dec. 12. 
Joe E. Brown, who was to have 
reopened ‘Elmer the Great’ at the 
El Capitan upon his recovery from 
the flu, instead went to Gainesville, 
Fla., Sunday (11) with the U. C.- 
L. A. team for the Cal-Florida game. 
Returns here Dec. 24. 





money; average around = $5,000; 
mostly cut rates. 


‘Take a Chance,’ Apollo (3d week) 


(M-1,168-$4.40). Newest musical 
hit again around $26,000; not ca- 


pacity (nor is any musical in town), 
but looks like cinch. 

‘The Du Barry,’ Cohan (4th week) 
(O-1,300-$4.40). Grossed around 
$14,000 last week; what with ope- 
rating cost cuts about broke even; 
may improve. 

‘The Great Magoo,’ Selwyn (2d 
week) (D-1,062-$3.30). Was slated 
to stop Saturday; staying because 
of picture rights; $5,000 first full 
week indicates small chance. 

‘The Mad Hopes,’ Broadhurst. 
Taken off Saturday; played week 
and three days (12 performances). 

‘Vanities,’ Broadway. Closed Sat- 
urday; played 11 weeks and ended 
up in red; new edition proposed 
after Jan. 1. 

‘Walk a Little Faster,’ St. James 
(2d week) (R-1,520-$4.40). Opened 
last Wednesday (7) at former Er- 
langers; notices divided, but busi- 
ness fairly strong after premiere. 

‘When Ladies Meet,’ Royale (11th 
week) (C-1,118-$3.30). Second only 
to ‘Dinner’; off lately, but plenty 
profitable at $17,000 last week. 

‘Music in the Aijr,’ Alvin (6th 
week) (C-1,387-$4.40). Operetta 
success slipped off lately like other 
musicals but big at claimed $26,000 


i ford, 





last week. 
Other Attractions 

‘Alice in Wonderland,’ 14th Street; | 
new to Civic Repertory’s bills; | 
opened Monday. | 


‘The Show-Off,’ Hudson: revival: 
opened Monday. 
Ruth Draper, Ritz; return two] 


weeks engagement started Monday. | 
Shakespeare Theatre (Jolson’s) | 
Shakespearean revivals. 
‘The Good Fairy,’ Forrest; 
vival. 
‘Whistling in the Dark,’ Waldorf; 
revival. 
*The 


town: 


Moral Fabric,’ Province- 
reported being rewritten for 





uptown. 


$10,000, okay at scale, One set four 
character show not costly to op- 
erate except for stagehands. 
‘Vanities,’ Apollo (1,300; $3.30) 
(2nd, final week). Between $15,000- 
$16,000 on atrength of name. Nine 
performances. Lukewarm notices. 


Shubert, Phila., Relights 
As an Erlanger Stand 


Philadelphia, Dec. 12. 

The Shubert theatre, formerly of 
the Shubert legit chain here, will re- 
open Dec. 26, with George White's 
musical, ‘Melody’ after being dark 
since last winter. 

House will be operated independ- 
ently, although understood as an 
Erlanger unit. Thomas M. Love, 
formerly general manager of the 
Erlanger chain here, will be mana- 
ger, 








‘Last Judgment’ Dec. 26 


‘The Last Judgment’ opens in 
Boston Dec. 26 for a two-week run, 
with New York and an unpicked 
house after that. Sheppard & Buch- 
anan are the producers. 

That’s the play in which Shaw 
and Pirandello get into a nut house 
and try to rewrite the world. 


Reviving ‘Paid in Full’ 


Eugene Walter’s ‘Paid In Full’ 
will be revived to start out on tour 
Dee. 26. 

Charles <A. Goettler, Milton T. 
Middleton and Marty Forkins are 
back of the revival. 








PITTSBURGH'S PRE-XMAS 
SAG HURTS GUILD PLAY 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 12. 

‘Biography’ somewhat disappoint- 
ing last week at Nixon, new Guild 
show getting only about $11,000, 
with little or no b. o. sale, most of 
the takings coming from American 
Theatre Society subscriptions. Fa- 
vorable notices, Guild name and Ina 
Claire were expected to account for 
considerably more, but pre-Xmas 
slump apparently has set in early. 

With Abbey Theatre Players cur- 
rent, Nixon goes dark next week, re- 
opening Mon@ay (26) with ‘Face the 
Music,’ and ‘Blossom ‘Time’ and 
‘Student Prince’ following for split 
week. 

George Sharp Players had an or- 
dinary week with ‘Devil Passes.’ 


Cushman Gets Stock 
Mnsical Cast After 
Trying for 8 Weeks 








Hollywood, Dec. 14. 
After eight weeks of casting and 
rehearsal! trouble, Wilbur Cushman 
left here with his stock musical 
company for Oakland where he 
opens a 10-week season at the Cen- 


tury, 17. 
Cushman, for years the coast’s 
leading musical stock producer, 


sent out his call for people early 
in October. He found it almost 
impossible to get good musical 
players in Los Angeles. Those he 
knew would rather hang around 
Hollywood and_ starve on _ the 
chances of retting a picture break 
than go to Oakland for a stock 
salary. 

Six weeks of tryouts paseed be- 
fore he had a company assembled. 
Most of those going North with him 
are musical comedy people who 
came here for pictures and found 
the going too tough. 

In cast are Juanita Wray, Glen 
Dale, Rudy Wintner, Richard Stuart, 


Violet Barlow, William  Benter, 
Naomi Berston and the Century 
quartet. Company has a line of 


24 girls. Hermes Pan does the 
dances, Al Beerby directs. 

Cushman goes into the Century 
on a 10-week guarantee, the best 
proposition any musical stock has 
had on the coast during the past 
two years. Opening bill is ‘Sweet- 
hearts Again.’ Policy will be three 
shows daily at 35c top. House seats 
2,200. 





Co-Op in Lincoln 


Lincoln, Neb., Dee. 12. 
Liberty Players (stock), experi- 
encing monetary difficulties since 


the opening two months ago, have 
been much disorganized the past 
week. The backers of the show, 
dissatisfied with the outlook, have 
turned the show over to the play- 
ers to run for them. 

New leads have been brought in 





and the company is attempting to 
hold on until after the holidays. 





Current Road Shows 





Week Ending Dec. 17 

‘CAT AND FIDDLE’—Cass, De- 
troit, Mich. 

‘CYRANO DE BERGERAC’ 
(With Walter Hampden), Carlton, 
Providence, R. I, Dec. 12; Court 
Square, Springfield, 13; Plymouth, 
Worcester, Mass., 14; Shubert, New 
Haven, Conn., 15; Parsons, Hart- 
ys 

‘THE GREEN PASTURES’—Ma- 
jestic, Brooklyn, N. Y. C. 

‘ANYBODY’S GAME’—Boulevard, 
Jackson Heights, L. I. 

‘THE PLAY’S THE THING’— 
(Guy Bates Post), Coliseum, Evans- 
ville, Ind., Dee. 12; Ryman Audi- 
torium, Nashville, Tenn., 13; Audi- 
torium, Memphis, Tenn., 14; Audi- 
torium, Hot Springs, Ark., 16; High 


School Auditorium, Little tock, 
Ark., 17. 
‘THERE’S ALWAYS JULIET’ — 


National, Washington, 
MAEDCHEN IN 

(Film) — Chestnut 

Philadelphia. 

THE QUEEN'S 
Victoria, Victoria, B. C., 
Metropolitan, Seattle, 16. 

‘LUCRECE’—Erlanger, Buffalo. 

‘FACE THE MUSIC’ — Forrest, 
Philadelphia, 


UNIFORM’ 
Street O. H., 


HUSBAND’ 
Dec. 


12; 





‘THE LAST JUDGMENT’ — 
Broad, Newark, N. J. 


‘SHUFFLE ALONG’ — Capitol, 
Albany, N. Y., Dee. 12-13; Strand, 
Ithaca, N. , 14; Orpheum, 
Easton, 15. 

‘OF THEE I SING’ — Shubert, 
Kansas City, Mo. 

ABBEY (IRISH) PLAYERS — 
Nixon, Pittsburgh. 


SIR HARRY LAUDER, Los An- 
geles, Calif. 

*‘VANITIES’—Apollo, Chicago. 

‘LAUGH PARADE’—Grand Opera 
House, Chicago, 

‘ANOTHER LANGUAGE’ — Co- 
liseum, Sioux Falls, S. D., Dec. 12: 
Auditorium, Sioux City, 13; Bran- 
deis, Omaha, Neb., 14-15; Liberty 
Hall. Lineotln. Neb., 16-17. 

‘GOOD WOMAN, POOR THING’ 
—Hollis, Boston. 

‘HONEYMOON’ — Bread, Phila- 
delphia, 

‘PARDON MY 
rick, Philadelphia, 

‘BROADWAY RHAPSODY’—AI- 
toona, Pa., Dec, 15-17. 

‘RHAPSODY IN BLACK’—Lay- 
ing off. 


ENGLISH’—Gar- 


‘MOURNING BECOMES ELEC- | 


TRA’- 


Laying off. 





Only Two in Philly, ‘My English 
Under Repair, but 


Gets $25,000 


Philadelphia, Dec. 12. 
Plenty of activity is promised for 
Philly around the holidays, with 
some in the notoriously bad weeke 
before-Christmas. 
This week saw only one opening 


—a return of the Berlin musical, 
‘Face the Music,’ this time at the 
Forrest, and for one week only. 


Next Monday brings ‘Saint Wench,’ 
Helen Menken's first managerial 
venture, into the Broad for a single 
week, and the Irish Players back 
to the Garrick also for one week, 
and with one new show. 

On Christmas afternoon, the Gare 
rick gets ‘Good Woman-Poor 
Thing,’ Sam Nirdlinger’s comedy 
try-out, in for two weeks. In the 
evening ‘The Green Pastures’ opens 
at the Forrest, ‘There’s Always 
Juliet’ starts the American Thea- 
tre Society’s second subscription 
season at the Chestnut, and George 
White’s new musical, ‘Melody’ re- 
lights the Shubert. 

Last-named house, which has 
been dark since last winter, will be 
operated more or less independently 
here as an Erlanger interest. Thom- 
as M. Love is the manager, and 
word has it that the house has 
about 12 weeks of musicals already 
booked, 

That would give Philly five legit 
houses—largest number this year— 
if Broad could find a holiday attrac. 
tion. So far, it hasn’t-got anything 
to follow ‘Saint Wench.’ A booking 
of some sort, however, is generally 
figured. 

Last week’s business, with only 
two houses open, was fifty-fifty. 
“Pardon My English,” the Aarons & 
Freedley musical, was strong, with 
$25,000 estimated, at the Garrick, 
while ‘Honeymoon,’ comedy tryout 
greeted with mixed notices, only got 
$4,500 at the Garrick. Both shows 
are holding over this week. 

Estimates of Last Week 

‘Pardon My English’ (Garrick, 
first full week). Musical opened 
previous Friday and grossed $12,000 
in three performances aided by 
Army-Navy crowds. Show wasn’t 
ready and that hurt, but first week 
brought $25,000. Plenty of fixing is 
being done. Irish Players next Mone 
day for a single week's return. 

‘Honeymoon’ (Broad, first week). 
Try-out not so well treated by some 
of the critics. Poor $4,500, but held 
in for second week. ‘Saint Wench’ 
next Monday. 





NO BECKHART STOCK 

Report from Des Moines, Ia., that 
Arthur J. Beckhart had leased the 
Princess theatre for a season of 
stock was stated to be incorrect by 
the manager. 

Road company of ‘Another Lan- 
guage,’ which he produced, played 
at the stand, a one-nighter, Satur- 
day (10) and players mentioned to 
be in the stock are in the cast of 
the touring show. 


Future Plays 


‘Love Costs Money,’ comedy, is 
being considered by two producers, 
It was authored by Lyon Mearson 
(who wrote the amusing tome ‘The 
French They Are a Funny Race’), 
and Burnet Hershey, of the War- 
ners writing staff. 

‘This Side tdolatry,’ Talbot Jen- 
nings play about Shakespeare, be- 
ing readied by the Theatre Guild 
and may be its third offering. 

‘We the People,’ Elmer Rice’s new 
play, dealing with the present crisis, 
but not in a vein of pessimism, will 
be put into rehearsal in about a 
fortnight. 

‘Little Black Book,’ a comedy by 
Harold Sherman, will be the first 
venture of the American Plays and 





Players group. Probably at the 
Selwyn. 
‘The Day After,’ by Audrey Care 


ten, put into rehearsal by Harry 
Bannister, 


ENGAGEMENTS 


Al Goodman, mi isical conductor, 


‘Land of Smiles.’ 


Jessie toyce Landis, ‘Little 
Vomen.’ 

Chas. S. Turner, Chas. Martin, 
‘The Show Off.’ 

Henry Daniell, ‘Honeymoon.’ 

Rosamund Merrivale, ‘The Last 
Judgment.’ 


Jeanne Aubert, ‘Love Story.’ 
Pegeen Scott, ‘Girls in Uniform.’ 


CAST CHANGES 


ricia 





| Collinge in 


Gish replaces I 
‘Autumn Crocus.’ 

Gilbert Emery for Pierre Watkin, 
‘Mad Hopes.’ 


Osgood Perkins, ‘Goodbye Again,’ 


Dorothy 
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~ Gaumont British's 
Raises Spectre of Pay Trimming 


London, Der 


Considerable watching and watt- 


ing here on the matter of General 


Theatres (Gaumont-Pritish) taking 


over the booking of the Stoll houses 
Most 


salary chopping, although some con- 


insistent talk is the matter of 


jecture on just how much can be 
cut and where. 

No doubt that the 
most important. one in current 
theatricals in many years. G. T. C. 
already has the Moss chain via 
merger and the 10 Stoll houses will 
mean a reorganization of theafricals 
in all branches and rerouting all 
down the line. No way of telling 
how many weeks of vaude will re- 
sult, but likely about 20 after trim- 
ming down the duplications. About 
30 theatres are involved. 

Main difficulty of G. T. C. in the 
past has been to obtain novelties 
for the vaudeville houses. Just 
about none available here, meaning 
considerable importation necessary. 
Zest novelty acts must be comedy, 
meaning a call to the States. Here- 
tofore an act of any consequence 
could be played only at the Palla- 
dium for two weeks with a cut 
week at the Holborn Empire. On 


move is the 


tour these acts, unknown, don’t 
draw and therefore can’t be paid 
the salaries they ask, Or that’s 


what the booking office says. 

Now, however, with a long tour 
available, it’s figured that imported 
acts, American and Continental, no 
matter how big a name, will be 
amenable to a cut all down the 
line for the entire tour. Especially 
in view of the fact that the tour 
offered is a bigger one than avail- 
able on any one chain in the United 
States. 

Legit Tour Angle 

Another angle is the legit thing. 
Serious difficulty confronting the 
provincial legit houses in this coun- 
try has always been getting stars 
for touring musicals. Figured that 
a fairly good musical can play to 
about $5,000 a week in the provinces, 
of which the house takes 50%. First 
rate stars, however, expect a mini- 
mum of about $1,200 compelling the 
touring managers to skimp heavily 
on everything else. 

Now the Gaumont group will try 
to pare the lead salaries down to a 
level at which the rest of the show 
can be put on with a bit more 
flourish. Controlling, as they now 
do, all three circuits, they feel pretty 
certain they. can move the salaries 
to where they. wish. 

With pessimists around, however, 
who point out that name attractions 
and stars have too many other out- 
lets these days in the radio and 
talker fields, to worry very much 
about cut salaries. 


ALL COCHRAN VENTURES 


MERGED INTO ONE UNIT 


Dec. 3. 
has formed 


London, 
Charles B. 
himself into a limited liability cor- 


Cochran 


poration, 

Ltd. 
The object of the company is to 

merge all future Cochran produc- 


the Cochran Corporation, 


tions into one corporation, which 
will have ‘special and somewhat 
unique facilities already available 


to me for producing plays in Eng- 
land and America.’ 

The proposed corporation will ac- 
quire the whole of Cochran’s exist- 


ing organizations, including his ex- | 


perts and Cochran's personal serv- 
ices as general manager. 

As the nucleus, the corporation 
has acquired Cochran's rights in 
six new plays and certain film 
rights. This also includes the Con- 
tinental piece which will be pro- 
duced under the English title ‘The 
Love Child,’ an adaptation of Oscar 
Strauss’ German musical. 

The capital of the company is 
£100,000, £95,000 of of £1 shares 
and £5,000 of one shilling deferred 
shares. 

The will be Sir Thomas 
Dugald Edelston, Charles 
Andrew P. Holt, William Ross 
Sharp and William John Garner. 


director 





Karno in Auto Mishap 
London, Dec. 12. 
Fred Karno was hurt in a motor 


crash here today (12). 
Not a serious injury. 


Cochran, | 


. 8 St. Martin’s PI. 
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‘Bandwagon’ for London 


| Replacing ‘Casanova’ 


London, Dec. 12. 


| London is finally to see ‘The 
Bandwagon, promised for some 
| months. Looks likely it'll follow 


| ‘Casanova’ into the Coliseum. 

| No definite dates as yet, but prob- 
j} able ‘Casanova’ will fold about the 
| middle of January, with the Amer- 
| ican musical coming in immediately. 


Any Theatre May Grab 
Popular Hit Under a 
New Statute in Russia 


Moscow, Nov. 21. 

Under a law just promulgated, 
every theatre here has a _ perfect 
right to help itself to any Soviet play 
without the author's permission. It 
must, of course, pay him the nor- 
mal royalties. 

Purpose of-the new law is to pre- 
vent any one theatre from hogging 
a piece which is in great public de- 
mand. A number of such popular 
plays are on the boards now, with 
tickets almost impossible to obtain 
even weeks ahead. The new legis- 
lation will make it possible .for 
other troupes to put on the sought- 
after plays. 

Playwrights are not worried by 
the innovation. On the contrary, 
some of them will now have their 
income doubled or tripled as other 
theatres mount their work. 

Among the first beneficiaries will 
be the Maxim Gorki and Afinogen- 
yev. The former's ‘Egor Bulichev 
and Others’ and the latter’s ‘Fear’ 
will have duplicate productions in 
Moscow soon. 

Incidentally, Moscow theatre- 
goers will see the same show pro- 
duced by theatres specializing in 
different techniques. 


Dutch Tax Cuts Down 


Amusement Spending 


The Hague, Dec. 1. 

Amusement -tax returns for Am- 
sterdam during the third quarter 
of this year against those of last 
year show a decline of 16% while 
actual number of tickets sold on all 
taxable amusements only went back 
3%, which proves that of the ex- 
pensive seats very few sold during 
that time and visitors to various 
amusements slid from high to low- 
priced seats. 

Actua] tax returns were $140,000, 
against $160,260, in 1931. 

Figures of tickets sold show a 


— 


rise in concerts but this not cor- 
rect as calculation on _ concerts 
changed in method, compared to 


last year. 





Voice Gone, Mexican 


Baritone a Suicide 


Mexico City, Dec. 8. 

Grief because of the loss of his 
fine baritone voice which. barred 
him from beloved employment, 
prompted the suicide of Fuasto 
Arrieta Cabrera, once noted Mexi- 
can singer, according to a report to 
the police by his wife, who discov- 
ered the body. 

Death was due to an overdose of 
sleeping powder. Cabrera left a 
note in which he said that life was 
no longer possible for him because 
his voice had failed. He was a fa- 
;mous singer when grand opera 
flourished in Mexico 20 years ago. 
A throat accident ruined Cabrera’s 
voice, and since then he supported 
| himself and wife by menial jobs. 


Marie ins Wed 


London, Dec. 12.. 
Marie Burke surprised everyone 
by a sudden announcement that 
she’s married to Guy Nelson King, a 
New Zealand business man. The 
marriage took place some time ago. 








Miss Burke gave a party Thurs- 
day (8), and made her announce- 
ment when all the guests had 
| gathered 


| 


FERNANDI UNDER ROOF 
Mexico City, Dec. 8. 
For the first time in its history, 
Teatre Iris, one of the leading local 
| legit houses, has been converted 
Madison Square Garden. 


jinto a 
} Theatre is housing the Fernandé 





Limited Success For London Ver- 


Comedy 


London, Dec. 12. 
‘Business With America’ at the 
Haymarket has an obvious com- 
edy plot, but seems likely to enjoy 
a limited success because of its ad- 
mirable cast, headed by Madge 

Titheradge, 
Piece wae 
ennese novel, 


Cat Mauls Tamer 


Mexico City, Dec. 9. 

Six persons were slightly injured 
in a panic resulting from a lioness 
mauling a Spanish animal trainer 
named Felips del Castillo during a 
show of the Argentine Circus at 
Iguala, an important town of Guer- 
rero state, about 400 miles south- 
west of here. 

Lioness became unruly and the 
trainer attempted to pacify her. His 
uniform was ripped off, and when 
attendants rescued him he had an 
arm and a leg fractured and 16 body 
wounds. Del Castillo was taken to 
a hospital in a serious condition. 


| CAST SAVES ‘BUSINESS’ 
} a 
| 


sion of Vienna 


adapted from a Vi- 





Bruckner’s ‘Youth’ Ban 


Prague, Nov. 29. 

The presentation of Bruckner's 
play, ‘The Sickness of Youth,’ in 
the Kleine Buehne theatre of Prague 
has been prohibited by the censor. 
The Pravo Lidu, a leading Czech 
paper of Prague declares that the 
prohibition of the German author's 
play may injure the reputation of 
the Czechoslovak State abroad. 








Marilyn and Her Don 
Remaining in London 
“London, Dec, 12. 

Marilyn Miller and Don Alvarado, 
scheduled to sail for New York Fri- 
day (9), were granted a last minute 
permit to remain’ in England one 
extra week, both claiming illiness 
as the excuse for the stays and 
furnishing doctor’s certificates. 

Couple have int!mated they will 
marry shortly. 

Miss Miller and Alvarado came 
over on the Bremen without a pass- 
port, Ship sailed while they were 
at a bon voyage party. Therefore 
the difficulty about staying. They'll 
sail on the Europa next week. 


‘EVENSONG’ INTACT FOR 
B ’WAY, SELWYN’S DEAL 


London, Dec. 12. 
Latest purchase of several made 
here by Arch Selwyn is ‘Evensong’ 
current at the Queen's. 

Piece will close on Dec. 31, with 
the entire company sailing imme- 
diately afterward to New York and 
opening at the end of January. 

‘For Services Rendered,’ Somer- 
set Maugham play, scheduled to 
close at the Globe on Dec. 17, seems 
to have taken another lease on life 
and will move to the Queen’s on Jan. 
2. Sam Harris owns the New York 





production rights te this one, 





Plays Abroad 





A: VARAZSIGE 


(‘The Magic Word’) 
Budapest, Nov. 20. 
A comedy in three acts by Lily Hatvany, 
presented by the Vigszinhaz, Budapest, 
with Margit Dayka, Margit Makai, Mrs. 
joth, Ella Gombaszogi, Gabor Rajnay, Ist- 
van Gyergyai, etc. 


of ‘Tonight or 
Never’ has written a new comedy 
that sparkles with wit and bright 
ideas and though it may be rather 
deficient in construction and short 
of breath as far as action goes, 
‘Magic Word’ stands an excellent 
chance of being a big hit abroad. 

It is the story of a little orphan 
artist girl that is just like the fairy 
tales she tells to the janitor’s little 
girl. She loves a boy, but her 
wicked stepmother, her adored fath- 
er’s vamp widow, is angling him 
away from her. At the height of 
danger arrive her two aunts; the 
wicked witch aunt—a disagreeable 
country spinster—and the lovely 
fairy godmother aunt—the worldly- 
wise, kind Paris singer. 

Aunt Witch wants to carry Mar- 
git, the girl, off to the country and 
make a wage-less servant of her, 
but Aunt Fairy Godmother proposes 
to put her love affair straight for 
her. The first thing she takes care 
to teach Margit is never to use the 
magic word, the evil spell which 
she had been continually using on 
George, with the most disastrous re- 
sults. She must never say to him: 
‘I love you, I am yours, I care for 
no other man.’ As soon as Margit 
stops saying this magic word things 
get better. 

But Aunt Fairy Godmother has 
other tricks up her sleeve, too. She 
sends for Ferrari, famous perform- 
ing hypnotist, juggler and thought- 
reader, and a friend of hers, and 
asks him to help Margit. At a 
charity performance Ferrari puts 
the Wicked Stepmother to shame, 
makes George look ridiculous and 
provokes his jealousy so as to in- 
duce George to realize that he really 
loves Margit, and to pronpse to her. 
But in the meantime Margit and 
Ferrari have fallen in love with each 
other. Margit very nearly spoils it 
all by saying the Magic Word once 
and the 


The authoress 


more when she shouldn't 
Witch Aunt nearly triumphs and 
carries off Margit, but in the end 


the kind wizard Ferrari reappears in 
spite of the evil spell and juggles 
Margit away under the very nose of 
George. 

The fairy-tale analogy is carried 
a bit too far, but there is so much 
fun and wit in the lines and the 
characters that it more than makes 
up. Margit Dayka was not very 
well cast in the lead, but the two 
aunts, especially the wicked one 
of Ella Gombaszogi, were capital. 
Miss Gombaszogi in her rusty black 
looked like a witch out of a story- 
book, yet a perfectly believable 
country spinster. 

‘Magic Word’ will probably make 
its way as “Tonight or Never’ did. 





Circus, one of the biggest tent 
shows to hit these parts in several 
years. Good biz, two shows daily, 
at 33c. top. Show opened on a lot 
in the center of town, but decided 





time at the Korsh theatre, which 
-bids fair to run for years. ‘Time— 
Forward’ it is called. L. A. Vol- 





that the theatre was a better spot. 


Moscow, Nov. 26. 
Valentine Katayev, whose comedy 
‘Squaring the Circle’ is a perennial 
success, has presented another, this 


koff and N. L. Konovaloff have 
given it a most effective production. 

‘Squaring the Circle’ was straight- 
out foolery with a strong bedroom 
tinge. The new piece, on the con- 
trary, has a strong social and 
political content. The foolery is 
there—Katayev can wring a laugh 
out of almost any  situation—but 
the underlying story is exceedingly 
serious. The story, indeed, is so 
completely Soviet in its character 
that audiences abroad would find it 
impossible to understand what all 
the shootins’s about. 

The action centers around a con- 
test in brick-laying between two 
construction jobs. Organized in 
brigades, the ragged proletarians 
work like beavers to beat the record 
established by their competitor. 
Complications arise. Wife of the 
head brigadier, a peasant comic, ar- 
rives on the scene in a state of ad- 
vanced pregnancy and complicates 


— 


London, Dee. 3. 

Gilbert Miller has apparently 
started off his reconstructed Lyric 
theatre with a bang when he opened 
it with ‘Another Language.’ He 
took no chances with the play when 
he put Herbert Marshall and Edna 
Best into the central characters. 

He also did a clever piece of cast« 
ing in assigning the role of the 
young man to Louis Hayward, whe 
scored decisively. The locale of the 
play was altered from New York to 
London. All indications point to a 
solid hit. 





Moss Empires’ Let-Outs 

Plenty of heartaches at the Moss 
Empires’ offices. Understood prac- 
tically entire staff is out, with many 
who have been with the firm for 35 
years. R. H. Gillespie told the em- 
ployees he will submit their case to 
the heads of Gaumont British, when 
he hopes many of the hardships will 
be alleviated. 

Of the bookers A. G. Wingrove, 
former head booker, out with three 
months’ pay. Audrey Thacker, put 
in by Charles Gulliver when he be- 
came one of the managing directors, 
was given nine months’ pay, which 
is amount due her on her unexpired 
contract. <A. Buckingham, also of 
the booking department, is the only 
one staying. 

George Black becomes general 
manager, Val Parnell head of the 
booking department, with Cissie 
Williams his assistant. It is also 
likely Charles Munyard, who left 
General Theatres some time ago to 
become booker for. Paramount, is 
likely to go back under the Parnell 
banner. 





Spoofing Frank Buck 
Cecil Landeau has formed an indie 
film company to produce a picture 
titled ‘Bring "Em Back Half Dead,’ 


with cast including Nelson Keys, 
Polly Luce, Kenneth Kove, Ben 
Weldon, Carson Sisters and Roy 
Emerton. 


Big animal menagerie will form 
part of production, which is written 
by Landeau, and is burlesque of 
‘Bring 'Em Back Alive’ Picture will 
be shot at the Blattner studios, and 
understood is being done for Metro, 
who have partly financed the 
project. 


New Cochran Title 
The forthcoming Cochran pro- 
duction, ‘Mother of Pearl,’ has now 
beén re-titled, ‘The Love Child.’ 
Show opens in Manchester for a 
month’s run Dec, 23, then comes 
to the West End. 

Savoy Porter’s Estate 
Nicholas Mockett, employed for 
40 years by the Savoy hotel, for 20 
of which he was head porter, died 
recently and left $100,000. 

‘Husbands’ Good Comedy 
l'rederick Jackson, author of ‘The 
School for Husbands,’ produced at 
the Court theatre, Nov. 29, is an 
in-and-outer. In ‘The School for 
Husbands,’ he gives us an excellent 
comedy. The lines are clever, the 
situations are ingenious twists to 
an old plot, and the acting first 
rate. Piece has five principals and 
two very minor roles and is all in 





his life. Her interesting condition 
becomes crucially interesting just 
when the brigade is going over the 
brick-laying top. 

There is, inevitably, a sabotaging 
engineer who tries vainly to halt 
the work as unscientifically speedy; 
a big-hearted Jewish under-en- 
gineer who outwits the villain: an 
American consulting engineer who 
accumulates dollars and in the end 
loses them in the crash of a Chi- 
cago bank. 

The comedy, 


however, comes ‘in 


the detailed action rather than in 
the main story. Engineer Margu- 
lies’s long distance conversation 


with his wife is a gem of hokum; 
neither of them hears the other but 
the audience hears them both, with 
side-splitting results; the radio 
program gets all mixed up in the 
conversation, as it usually does here 
in real life. 

Katayev is a master of sheer the- 
atre. He makes every situation 
count and the piece, thin though it 
may be in story content, proceeds 
in a series of bing-bangs: storms 
of laughter, but a tear or two as 
well. The brigade gets it winning 
record amidst bursts of music and 
oratory; the head brigadier gets 
his baby; Margulies gets rid of his 
dumbbell wife and acquires a pro- 
letarian cutie in overalls; the vil- 
lain gets the raspberries; the Amer- 
ican engineer gets what money- 
grubbers deserve in Soviet plays, a 
bank failure; everything's for the 
best in Katayev’s best of all worlds. 
How the boy would have cleaned up 


on Broadway, if his old man had 
had enough sense to migrate like 


the pappas and grandpappas of so 
many other Broadway boys! 

The entire action of ‘Time—TIor- 
ward!’ takes place on one set, but 
an amazingly good one. Artist, B. 
N. Livanov. The set is a construc- 
tion site, with a building going up, 
materiats and tools piled every- 
where, an improvised office, work 
going on day and night, eed 
moving everywhere, banging, shout- 
ing and often (deliberately) drown- | 
ing out the action. 





one set. 
New Scotch Comedian 

Only neweomer of importance at 
the London Pavilion week of Nov. 28 
is Dave Willis, a Scottish comedian, 
discovered by Henry Sherek while 
recently in Scotland. 

Actually, Willis has been around 
Scotland for years, and the one re- 
sponsible for having discovered him 


is Harry Norris, an agent, who had 
him featured in several revues, 
Willis is a broad comedian with 
peculiar mannerisms, and a few 
original tricks. Mostly he has to 
surround himself with stooges. 
Willis is said to be getting £100 


per week, which is very good money 
for an artist being. given a West 
iind opening, despite he may be a 
big proposition in Scotland. 

Willis is not a Harry Lauder, nor 


|a Will Fyffe, and not even a Scott 
| Sanders, and the former two never 
|got £100 on their opening in Lon- 


don, while the latter has not reached 
that salary in England yet. 


Panto and Pix 

Plaza Picture theatre is trying an 
entirely new experiment, as far as 
picture houses are concerned, in in- 
troducing a pantomime for Christ- 
mas. Pantomime will run for one 
hour, three times daily, and whi 
have the usual feature film in sup- 
port. Understood snow is in for six 
weeks, but pictures will be changed 
during the period. 


Leicester Sq. Cuts 
Leicester Square theatre has let 
out 15 chorus girls, nine stage hands 
and nine out front, and has cut gal- 
aries of band, to reduce the over- 
head. This has saved the theatre 
something like £150 per week, 
which is not much but helpful. 
R. A. Roberts Estate 
The settlement of the estate of 
the late R. A. Robers, who died re- 
cently, reveals he left practically 
nothing. Roberts lost over $70,000 
in the stock market, 
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Plays Out of Town Shows in Rehearsal 
- ‘Twentieth Century’ (Abbott 
é & Dunning), Harris. 
LUCRECE of the Tarquins. In this scene the ‘Design for Living’ (Max 
; direction has the mob entirely off- | Gordon), New Amsterdam. 
Detroit, Dec. 10. stage, with their voices*only heard. ‘Saint Wench’ (Barry Osh- 
At the Cass theatre, starring meg te Deenmis Taylor has written a score | rin), Longacre. 
‘ornell. Translated by Thornton ilder ) i > iece lk ere a a ‘ in’ . : 
bom play by Andre Obey, ‘Le Viol de fe - the Beees played here OY, = . Goodbye Again (Arthur 
Lucrece.’ Staged by Guthrie McClintic. | stl ing quartet. Music’ effective Beckhard), Masque. 
Settings and costumes by Robert Edmond | here? While not the popular audi- | ‘Student Prince’ and ‘Blos-. 
Jones. mnaaneniet Seacte by Deems Taylor. | ence play that ‘Barretts’ was with som Time’ (Shuberts), Bijou. 

- . e scenes. ee _ 7 . i | é . ‘ a 2 
Bay aehemeges: Aherne | Miss Cornell, this one has its own Little Black Book’ (Ameri- 
DEMOR. Gu ves reese tevees Pedro de Cordoba | place. Lee. ¢an Players), Times Square. 
Brutus. ...-+eeeeerreeneee em — eee — —- ——__—— | ‘Family Upstairs’ (Doye and 
First Narrator..........+.-.Blanche Yurka Ross), 220 West 42d 
BUCTOCE. cece ee eccecceeces Katharine Cornell j 5S8). oe Ves 2d. 
valle Sais ch tadeeet .eeeee-Kathleen Chase BIOGRAPHY Fifty Million Frenchmen’ 
MPniliG@. .cccoceccsccccccescrseces Joyce Carey ne | (Anatole Friedland), Mecca 
DME, cagceteccessegeeds Harriet Ingersoll : Piitsburgh, Dee. 8. | Temple. 

BmGIMR 6 osccsceccccescecess Brenda Forbes Comedy by S. N. Behrman in three acts. | ‘ : ’ . rte 
Second Narrator....ceeeees> Robert Loraine | Presented by Theatre Guild Directed by | Land of Smiles’ (Shuberts), 
Valeriue. .....scsevseceees George Macready | Philip Moeller and with setting designed by Ambassador. 
MR cc ceaucanntiewes sess Francis Moran |.» Mielziner. At the Nixon for one week. | ‘Girls in Uniform’ (Sidney 
}itichard Kurt.........-.++-- Earle Larimore | Phillips), Ritz 
a a a Ao aie 1 4 ife BEIMMIO, cc ccececcsccesen «+...-Helen Salinger | ‘Th D. Aft ’ (Harry P: 
Guthrie Met lintic and his wife, | Meichior Feydak........ eee Arnold Korff ; e Day er’ (Harry Ban- 
Katharine Cornell, have gone back | Marion Froude.......... sdosedens Ina Claire nister), Beck. 
Ss speare. Not directly, but | Leander Nolan.......+..-.-...+ Jay Fassett 
to oueresen ire Obevy’s lay based Werwick Will. coccecsesd Alexander Clark 
by way of : nare ) ,. play vas Orrin Kinnicott...........Charles Richman | thetic role. Despite the fact that 
on the bard’s poem, The Rape of | Slade Kinnicott.............. Mary Arbenz i the charact oy Lecomes a trifle con- 
Lucrece. The play will undoubt- ateibdliden aracte \ S ¢é ; 
dly arouse enough interest to more ‘Biography’ is 8 N. Behrman | fU8¢d_ near the ciose, he makes it 
edly a B ; sinh ; Meas . hang together nicely. Arnold Korff, 


than repay it’s producers. On the 
artistic side this contribution will 
repay many times over, not only 
for the beauty of the production it- 
self, but the daring and courage of 
star and producer to attempt some- 
thing different. : 

Theatre technique of a bygone 
day is revived by the use of two 
Narrators, settings largely imag- 
ined and the use of pantomime. 
All these will cause plenty of dis- 
cussion. 

Based on the tale of the rape of 
Lucrece, wife of Collatine, who is 
away at the camp of the Roman 
army, by Tarquin, son of the Em- 
peror of Rome, and the subsequent 
suicide of Lucrece, the plot holds 
forth little in the way of suspense. 
As a result of the suicide by Lu- 
erece, the epitome of wifely purity 
and chastity, comes the overturning 
of the Roman Empire and the es- 
tablishment of a republic. 

Settings are unusual for the mod- 
ern theatre. Using a single set as in 
the ancient Greek plays, Jones has 
made a background of six columns 
with the stage bare except for one 
or two pieces of furniture used in 
the bedroom and central hall scene. 
At each side of the stage, down 
front, are the two _ high-backed 
chairs for the Narrators. 

Katharine Cornell as Lucrece does 
a fine piece of acting both in pan- 
tomime and in spoken passages. 
Supporting cast might be billed ‘all 
star.’ Blanche Yurka achieves elo- 
quent effect as First Narrator. 
Merely with words she convinces in 
a hard part. Brian Aherne in an 
unsympathetic part gives an im- 
pressive performance. 

Play opens outside the tents of 
the Roman army with a couple of 
guards repeating the words of the 
officers inside. The officers had 
made a surprise visit to their wives 
in Rome the night before and re- 
counted the embarrassing positions 
in which the various wives were 
found—with the exception of Lu- 
ecrece, who was found spinning with 
her maids. Tarquin, who had made 
the trip with the others, orders his 
horse. 

Next scene shows Lucrece in her 
home spinning with her maids. En- 
tire first part of this scene is in 
pantomime, with the two Narrators 
recounting the happenings. The 
Narrators tell action not taking 
place on the stage, such as the male 
Narrator telling about Tarquin ap- 
proaching on horseback and about 
his galloping and then walking his 
horse, etc. Suspense is built up 
here by the Narrators. First Nar- 
rator, Blanche Yurka, and Second 
Narrator, Robert Loraine, are 
merely voices without any sem- 
blance of action and build up the 
action to the point where Lucrece 
and Tarquin merely say goodnight. 

The third scene shows Lucrece’s 
bedroom and with the Narrators 
describing the atmosphere, again 
building up the suspense to the 
point where Tarquin approaches, 
making his way through the vari- 
ous rooms and doors until he ar- 
rives before Lucrece sleeping in her 
curtained bed. With the drawing 
of the bed curtains by Tarquin, the 
action becomes intense, and the 
Narrators drop the dialog, with Lu- 
crece and Tarquin taking it up. 

Tarquin’s lustfulness and Lu- 
erece’s fear and repulsion build to 
a terrific first act curtain. 

Second act opens with the maids 
coming into greet their mistress as 
usual. She appears asleep and 
doesn’t arise until the maids have 
left the room, when she gets up 
and soliloquizes about the ruin of 
her life and decides to commit sui- 
cide. The second act is the weak- 
est and is only kept alive at all by 
the histrionics of the finest order 
by Miss Cornell conveying the de- 
cision of Lucrece, who says good- 
bye to her servants without their 
knowing her purpose. She sends 
for her husband, making a second 
act curtain climax. 

In the third act Lucrece meets 
her husband, tells him in front of 
the Roman crowd what has hap- 
pened, and in front of them all she 
Stabs herself. Brutus uses the in- 
cident to inflame the crowd con- 
veying the prospect that the crime 
will be avenged by the overthrow 








pretty close to his very best, which 
means a smart show with a class 
draw. Under Guild auspices and 
with Ina Claire’s name, it may even 
develop into a money show, which 
will be something new for Behrman, 
who hasn't had a real royalty break 
since ‘The Second Man,’ which the 
Guild also did. 

Six or seven years ago, Ina Claire 
was one of the biggest b. o. figures 
in legit, both on Broadway and on 
the road, but she has been away too 
long, with the result that some of 
her pull in the hinterlands has been 
lost. That was indicated here this 
week when only $7,000 in the till 
from subscriptions saved the piece 
from a miserable showing. If any- 
thing will bring Miss Claire back, 
however, ‘Biography’ is it. 

A comedy, with some dramatic 
undertones near the finish, it is 
Behrman of the brittle wit, assuag- 
ing his artistic temperament, no 
doubt, for his Hollywood works, 
such as ‘Tess of the Storm Country’ 
and ‘Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm,’ 
and also taking a few brilliant pot- 
shots at Hollywood whenever the 
opportunity presents itself. That 
first act, the best of the three, is a 
sparkling oiece cf writing, full of 
smart lines fashioned for artful 
players and alert audiences. 

Like other Penrman pieces, ‘Biog- 
raphy’ lacks dramatic substance, but 
it more than compensates for this 
deficiency with a series of sharply- 
defined characters that stand out 
like cameos. Each is a definite cre- 
ation, and Miss Claire could have 
done no better for a return to the 
stage. It re-establishes her all over 
again as a comedienne of the first 
rank, and likewise confirms the 
suspicion that Behrman is one of 
the most distinguished of the mod- 
ern school of dramatists. 

Briefly, the piece tells of a por- 
trait painter, a feminine Don Juan, 
who has both painted and philan- 
dered with some of Europe’s and 
America’s leading personages. Few 
who have sat for her have escaped 
her physical charms. Upon her re- 
turn to New York, she is approached 
by an ambitious young magazine 
editor to set down in serial form her 
life story. After much persuasion, 
she agrees, considering the thing 
pretty much of a lark. 

It is at this point that she renews 
an old childhood acquaintance with 
a pompous stuffed-shirt from Ten- 
nessee, who is engaged to the 
daughter of a barbarian publisher 
and seems assured of a seat in the 
U. S. Senate with the backing of his 
father-in-law-to-be. It seems the 
senatorial candidate was the first 
man in the heroine’s sex life, and 
when he learns of the impending 
autobiography, he does everything 
to suppress it, fearing the chapter 
which concerns him will ruin his 
aspirations. But the magazine edi- 
tor, an impetuous youth with an 
acid tongue, takes up the issue, con- 
sidering it in the light of a one-man 
erusade, and between her conscience 
and the editor, with whom she has 
fallen in love despite the fact that 
she is 10 years older, the painter has 
quite a time of ii. 

In the end, she is left alone, de- 
stroying the autobiography and los- 
ing the editor, when she refuses to 
change because ‘If I would change 
you, I would destroy in you that 
which makes me love you.’ 

‘Biography’ is the sort of thing 
that must have action that ap- 
proaches perfection itself, and that 
the Guild has given it. Of course, 
the entire piece rises or falls with 
Miss Claire herself, and she is equal 
to the occasion. She draws the 
maximum from each line and situ- 
ation, all in all contributing a per- 
formance that takes up just where 
she left off four years ago when 
Hollywood called her. Before the 
show reaches Broadway, the piece’s 
pace and general character should 
improve. 

Earle Larimor?, 
seemed a little too tense 
as the magazine editor. 
that calls for in abundance of sup- 
pressed nervous erergy. he appeared 
to tax the role too fully, which 
might have been a 
as well as anytving else. Jay 
sett, who first won Broadway 
ognition in ‘As Husbands Go,’ is a 
pure delight as the pompous Ten- 
nesseean, bringing distinction and 
sympathy to a basically unsympa- 


when first caught, 
too earnest 
In a part 


Fas- 
rec- 


fault in direction | 


back on the stage again after a spell 
in Hollywood, draws a skillful, at- 
tractive portrait of the Viennese 
composer, and Charles Richman is 
an inspired choice for the physical- 
education publisher. Helen Salin- 
ger, Alexander Clark and Mary Ar- 
benz, in brief roles, all do well. 
Philip Moellex’s direction, while it 
seemed a bit spotty here and there, 
was on the whole satisfactory, and 
Jo Mielziner’s one set is a gem. 
Guild chiefs thought so well of the 
show here that, after their failure 
to get Washington for next week, 
they decided to take it into New 
York immediately after only one 
week on the road. That seems like 
a smart move, for ‘Biography’ looks 
ripe and should get over with room 
to spare. Cohen. 


A GOOD WOMAN 


Boston, Dec. 7. 
A three-act comedy produced by John H. 
Potter under the personal supervision of 
Charles B. Dillingham; written by Dillard 
Long and staged by Arthur Sircom; first 
performance Dec. 5 at the Hollis Street, 
Boston, 
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Becwce rere Try esessee.-Arthur Margetson 


John..... 6400600000600000 002 ORR Wien 
weeee-Millicent Hanley 






Picks. ..<. coeee .--Johnnie Brewer 
Edward..... Cocccccsccveccs W. J. McCarthy 
Philomena.....eessee> Gwen Day Burroughs 

‘A Good Woman—Poor Thing’ 


is a brisk and sophisticated lit- 
tle farce and leoks bright and 
cheery enough to have a chance, 

In spots the dialog sparkles into 
brilliance, although the general at- 
mosphere suggests the piece was 
written for the screen. It is philo- 
sophically sophisticated, and some 
of the double entendre wisecracks 
wiggle in and out around the Boston 
censorship network. There are more 
chuckles than howls, and the big- 
gest laugh possibility in the comedy 
falls flat. 

This occurs in the last act, where 
an estranged husband dominates his 
wife by accepting the advice of her 
former husband to treat her rough. 

The script cails for him to lose 
his temper and whack her. The 
spankee is ‘rene Purcell, and the 
spanker is the husky Arthur Mar- 
getson. The spank itself is an abso- 
lute flop, and even as adept an ac- 
tress as Miss Purcell finds it futile 
to try and surrender convincingly 
after such a refined little tap. 

The plot is still a bit vague, but 
has to do with a vivacious divorcee 
returning to her old bachelor ad- 
mirer and deciding that he is to be 
her next husband. She brings maid, 
chauffeur, a pet poodle, and all of 
her luggage. She looks good to him 
and he marries her pronto. She 
even gets him to give $50,000 to a 
play girl to get her out of the pic- 
ture. They agree to live their own 
lives without jealousy. She tries to 
make him jealous. He thinks she is 
naturally a hoyden. 

The former husband shows up 
and in a rage she departs with him, 
giving the family chauffeur a chance 


‘to wisecrack, ‘It’s amazing how far 


a woman can go with an overnight 
bag. The rage is caused by her 
discovery that her present husband 
has engaged a bridal suite in a hotel 
to be used by the former sweet- 
heart who received the $50,000 heart 
balm. It turns out that the bridal 
suite order was legitimate, as she 
was marrying a perfectly proper 
young man. The overnight trip also 
turns out to be perfectly proper, as 
she had locked her door against the 
ex-husband after explaining that he 
was merely being used to incite 
jealousy. 

Then the cave man's gentle pat 
in the last act and the wife capitu- 
lates to her husband’s dominance in 
la lightning change to wifely lingerie. 

Sounds like thin stuff, but it is 
lreally a fast-moving and brisk farce 
|with plenty of brilliant dialog and 
llarge possibilities for development. 
It may even overcome the handicap 





of the present trick title. The sec- 
ond week of the comedy will be an 
interesting test, as it will be the 


a drawing population of 
jmillion. If it can’t do business when 
|it is the only show a million people 
can see, it had better fold. 
As a matter of fact, it looks good 
enough to call in the play doctors. 
Libbey. 
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HONEYMOON 


Philadelphia, Dec. 12. 

This new comedy by Samuel | 

| Chotzinoft and George Backer, 
iwhich Harold Stone is presenting 
j;for Robert Stephens, Inc., won 
|plenty of difference of opinion on 
the part of the critics on its open- | 
ing at the Broad last week. } 
It impresses as a nice litth play, | 
|with an even chance of being made 


into something more substantial 
the right kind of work is done on it. 


| As presented here first, and as seen | 


again Saturday night, it wouldn't 
have a chance on Broadway, but 
there is the groundwork of a mod- 
est hit hidden somewhere in its sys- 
tem. 

The play concerns a pair of 
American honeymooners who, by 
the time they reach Paris, have al- 
ready begun to quarrel. In the 
French capital, they are the guests 
of a friend, a charming American 
divorcee, Mrs. Leslie Taylor, who, 


| without being exactly ‘loose’ is still 


| pretty unconventional. 

Hubby and bride have an open 
break on the question of a trip he 
wants to make London to see a 
play of his produced. Wife refuses 
to be dictated to and, in a huff, 
flies to Nice to see a former ad- 
mirer. Husband comes back to 
Paris, and after the divorcee has 


tried to give him sage and kindly 
advice, at about 3 a. m. in her bou- 
doir, the spirit of the conversation 
suddenly changes to a warmer tem- 
po, with the second act curtain 
falling on a passionate embrace. 
Last act, taking place the next 
morning, brings the wife back from 
Nice and shows the husband very 
yntrite, but still sore at his spouse. 
fhe young couple are finally re- 


| united without the wife knowing of 
|} her husband's slip, and the charm- 


ing Mrs. Taylor is left alone to call 
up someone else for a dinner com- 
panion. 

Play is being radically rewritten 
here, especially in second act. In 
fact, another character, previously 
only referred to, has been written 
into the action(the divorcee’s ad- 
mirer) and by the end of this week 
the management expects the show 
to be greatly strengthened. Al- 
though changes were needed, it 
would be a pity to spoil the vivid 
freshness of several of the charac- 
ter drawings, especially that of Mrs. 
Taylor. There were yelps from 
some sources on the second act’s 
love scene as being altogether too 
sudden and not logical, but if that 
must be changed at the expense of 
making the divorcee an ordinary 
siren, much of the play’s charm will 
be lost. 


Where ‘Honeymoon’ erred mostly 
was in its windy dialog; sharpening 
and clarifying certain passages 
were the real needs, 

Splendid performance and excel- 
lent direction by Thomas Mitchell 
helped the authors greatly in the 
presentation of their play. Kather- 
ine Alexander gave a tip-top high- 
comedy characterization of the di- 
vorcee, something quite different 
from anything she has disclosed of 
late. Ross Alexander was a high- 
light as the very young husband, 
and Rachel Hartzell improved after 
an unpromising start as the bride. 
Miss Hartzell was also much more 
impressive on a second viewing of 
the show. Joseph Spurin-Calleia 
had an unusually effective major- 
domo’s part. Henry Daniell has 
just been added as the ‘Other Man,’ 
but, as caught Saturday, his part 
had not been completed. 


Very neat settings by Raymond 
Sovey should also be mentioned 
(one of those will also be changed 
inasmuch as the second act will 
have a new setting according to 
the revised script) and there was 
an air of nicety and good taste 
about the whole production. 

Waters. 


KING HENRY VIII 


Pasadena, Dec. 6. 


In a house lined with plush dow- 
agers, Pasadena Community play- 
ers tramped their way through this 
yarn wherein the eighth Henry car- 
ries the torch for Anne Bullen and 
sidetracks Katharine, who's been 
his frau for, lo, these 20 years. 

Good performances were con- 
tributed by Leslie Palmer, as Car- 
dinal Wolsey, England’s head sky 
pilot, who could give Mussolini 
pointers in diplomacy, and Janet 
Scott, as Katharine, who gets the 
short end of the deal. Norval Mit- 
chell had the title part, but 
acted in the scenes in which he was 
not overshadowed by Palmer and 
Miss Scott. 

Since the Playhouse 
proving ground for young 


serves 
talent, 


|; casting of the remaining parts had | 


too many juveniles who streaked 
their hair with gray makeup 


thought they were old men. Single 


exception was Morris Ankrum, who | 
Buck- | 
was the | 


staged the piece and played 
His death 
runner-up to Palmer's -solioquy for 
declamation honors. Joan Wheeler 
promise. She played 
to Katharine. 
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ANYBODY’S GAME 





Newark, Dec. 8. 

Farce in three acts by Paul Barton, pre-e 
sented by Elizabeth Miele at the Lyceum, 
East Orange, Dec. 5 Staged by Ted Hame 
merstein. Cast included Edna Hibbard, 
Emily Lowry, Sam Wren, Neville Weste 
man, Paul Stanton, Walt Roach Louis 
Serin, Calvin Thomas, Edward Colebrook, 
Charlottle Andrews, Hans Hanser Vanda 
rorir Marian Warring-Manley. 

An example of the old ssumed 
identity theme, this show, though 
pleasing enough, has small chance 
to go anywhere. The situations 
work out pretty well according to 


pattern, but there is hardly a spark 
of originality or vitality in subject, 
acting or direction. 

A young man comes to an adver- 
tising agency selling stockings and 
finds the office girl an old friend. 
She persuades him to assume the 
name of a missing assistant official, 
and he enters the career of pub- 
licist knowing nothing about the 
game. Complications ensue when 
he falls for an advertising girl, 
making mistakes that turn out 
profitably, and finally landing in his 


| old acquaintance’s arms and become 


ing a partner. 

Edna Hibbard disappoints by 
merely walking through the part of 
the girl on the make. The stocking 
salesman as played by Sam Wren 
begins as a creation but soon drops 
to monotony. Marian Warring- 
Hanley amuses in a brief bit. Very 
nice is Emily Lowry, who makes the 
most of the office girl. 

The single set is to be elaborated 
and work is being done on the 
script. While it can be improved, 
the play holds out but minor prom- 
is€ as a commercial venture, 


You Never Get a Break 


Pasadena, Dec. 5. 
, Produced by the Pasadena Community 
Playhouse, Dec. & for one day only 
authored by Arthur T. Horman. Amateur 
east included Jack Harling, Paul Maxey 
Clem Abbott, Katherine Williams, Gladys 
Vilsack, Virginia Stone, Kay Fish, Jerome 
Fletcher, Richard French, Ray Vernol, Pat- 
rick Abbott, Hal Boyer, James Tracy, Made 
ison Goff, Jack Rea, George Stewart, 
Howard Harding, Robert Kreisman and 
ane Covell Levison. Three acts and four 
es, 








Story about Hollywood written by 
a scenarist at Radio. He should 
have known better. Author either 
hasn’t been around pictures very 
long, or he’s slipped into the rut of 
time-worn tales about the film col- 
ony which have no basis in fact. 

Despite this, Pasadena dowagers 
who occupied half the seats at this 
special one day performance shook 
with smug laughter. Play, how- 
ever, is too weak and characters 
too unreal to give it much chance 
as a commercial try. 

Photographer who has come to 
Hollywood to make stills of the 
femme stars in their lingerie as an 
advertising tie-up has the chief 
part. As called for by the play, 
the photog is both pansy and stupid. 
Robert Kreisman played the photog- 
rapher, but couldn’t give it much. 

When a still is accidently made 
of a femme in her teddies while she 
is talking to a director whose rep 
is 100% pure, the megger thinks he’s 
been framed. He gives the girl, a 
newcomer from the photog’s home 
town, and. also the photog, con- 
tracts for $3,000 weekly and pays 
warene to get the negative of the 
still, 

Last scene shows the pair two 
years later as stars. Most of the 
characters are extras, and in de- 
picting them the playwright has 
done his only good work. Girl was 
played by Ruth Covell Levison. 

Show was given matinee «and 
night performances, 


AHEAD AND BACK 


Dayton Stoddartt, p.a. and g.m., 
‘Last Judgment’ (Sheppard & 
Buchanan), 
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LIFE INSURANCE 


EVERYTHING COSTS MONEY 
BUT — SAFETY! 


Put your money where you 
know you will always find it; it 
is cash on hand even when it is 
working for you. 


For Further Details, See 


JOHN J. 


XEMP 


551 Fifth Ave. N. Y. C. 
Phones: Murray Hill 2-7838-7839 
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Cleveland, Dec. 12. 











First of the jubilation num- 
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Minneapolis, Dec. 12. 


Night club biz in the Twin Cities 
took a terrific nose dive last week 
when two of the three leading spots 
shut up shop suddenly. Poth had 
been losing propositions. 

Clubs to cry quits were the Hotel 
Radisson Flame Room and the 
Boulevards of Paris, both large and 
elaborate places with seating ca- 
pacities in excess of 1,200. Flame 
Room failed to open Tuesday (5) 
when the hotel management refused 
to make further cash advances to 
Ed Slight of Chicago, running the 
floor show, to enable him to pay 
the performers. 

Flame Room had tried the hazard- 
ous (for Minneapolis) experiment of 
an elaborate floor show from Chi- 
cago with a large cast of principals, 
eight line girls and a 14-piece or- 
chestra. Hotel itself was not sup- 
posed to be taking any chances, the 
understanding being that Slight 
would be responsible for the show 
in return for the cover charge re- 
ceipts and 25% of the net dining 
room profit. But when the enter- 
prise started running in the red, 
the hotel was asked to advance sal- 
aries and other expenses, so it will 
foot practically the entire loss. 

A week ago Slight dispensed with 
the ballet and cut the number of his 
principals and the size of the or- 
chestra so as to bring the overhead 
down substantially’ But a week of 
operation on the less pretentious 
scale still found Slight in the red 
and when the hotel announced it 
would make no further salary ad- 
vances the actors declined to con- 
tinue. On some of the sub-zero 
nights the Flame Room attendance 
ran as low as 15 couples, making 
Slight’s share of the 50c cover 
charges $15 and nothing coming in 
from the dining room because there 
were no net profits. 

Flame Room will reopen Satur- 
day night (17) with The Ingenues, 
coming to this spot after a week at 
the RKO Orpheum, as the attrac- 
tion. It will be the first time in the 
Twin Cities that a girls’ band has 
provided the music and floor show 
in a supper night club. Ed Sher- 
man, owner of the act, made the 
deal on an arrangement similar to 
Slight’s to fill in a lay-off. If the 
enterprise clicks, Sherman will keep 
The Ingenues at the Flame Room 
indef. 

Boulevards of Paris always had 
been able to navigate until this win- 
ter. Recently it installed a big floor 
show with 10 line girls, three prin- 
cipals and a 12-piece orchestra, all 
locally recruited. Spot will reopen 
New Year's eve. 

Hotel Lowry’s Peacock Room, ace 
eof the Twin City night clubs and 
the only one to play important and 
expensive name orchestras, sans 
floor shows, still is determined to 
stick out the depression. Its cur- 
rent attraction is the Red Nichols’ 
band which followed the Casa Loma 
orchestra. 





Suspicious Fire 


Utica, Dec. 12, 

Fire destroyed the interior of the 
Parkway, leading Utica night club, 
and a police investigation was 
started because of suspicious cir- 
cumstances. 

Damage was estimated at $15,- 
600. Frank Fava, of the manage- 
ment, expressed belief that someone 
broke a window and threw gasoline 
into the place to start the blaze. 








8.B.B.’s Bro. 
Colon, Panama, Dec. 4. 
Henry Berman is the new m.c. at 
the Atlantic cafe here. 
Berman is a brother of B.B.B. 
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Three new niteries have opened 
here and two more are due to bloom 
in the next two weeks. 

Hotel Carter, which spent $75,000 
modernizing its building, is bank- 
ing heaviest on the predicted up- 
turn by booking Rudy Vallee's 
band at $4,500 for three days, to 
open its Rainbow Room Dec. 16. 
Fred Waring’s Pennsylvanians are 
pencilled in to follow Vallee for 
three weeks. After Waring, the 
spot plans to book in a series of 
name bands for week stands until 
the club gets on its feet. Met In- 
surance Company is angeling the 
venture. 

Freddie Carlone, local bandmaster, 
is taking a fiver by backing the 
Lido Club, new exclusive member- 
ship spot with a no couvert or min- 
imum charge. Carlone’s two broth- 
ers, Frank and Tony, also in as 
business partners, with Louis 5S. 
King as manager. 

Town's first two-bits nitery, the 
Cotton Club, which opened Satur- 
day (10), is being operated by Herb 
Miller and Eddie Sindelar, Percy 
Venable brought in sepia show from 
the Sunset Club, Chicago, for its 
opening. 

Ray Cartier’s Mosque, an Oriental 
place, and Lake Shore's Supper 
Club, with only tuxedos allowed. 
are two other clubs that have 
opened for holiday season. 


Talent Scarce for 
Shanghai’s Two Clubs 


Shanghai, Nov. 12. 


Little Club and Canidrome, nite 
clubs, are experiencing a dearth of 
talent beause of the sharp drop in 
the exchange with the result that 
the currency paid to acts, while 
having normal buying power there, 
figures very low on the exchange. 
Good teams receive 2,000 Mexican 
dollars per month, which figures 
$1,000 in gold, but today with the 
drop in the exchange that’s only 
$400 -$450. 
The English colony in Shanghai 
demands a certain type of travel- 
ing attraction every so often, 








; Los Angeles, Dec. 12. 

Barbara Taylor Kjerulf with a 
new revue sails from here the first 
of the year for Shanghai and the 
Orient, taking along a small jazz 
combo, singers and dancers, includ- 
ing Miss Kjerulf’s daughter, Bon- 
nie Ellen Kjerulf. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


(Continued from page 9) 


flicker, ‘Truth About Sex,’ with biz 
plenty nice. Cohen's other house, 
United Artists, which he owns along 
with UA, is winding up ‘White 
Zombie,’ which bows out Wednes- 
day after two weeks and four days, 
natives bouncing quite regularly 
for this link in the horror cycle. 
‘Last Mile’ comes in the 15th, with 
Eddie Cantor’s ‘Kid’ due Christmas 
Day. cae 

Golden Gate trying a big indoor 
circus on stage while ‘Sport Pa- 
rade’ unreels. Swing of Gate's pre- 
vious big weeks carrying them 
along on this’n, its weakest sister 
in wecks. 

Estimates for This Week 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 30-40- 
65)—‘Sport Parade’ (Radio) and 
vaude. Weakest Gate has had in 
some time, but $14,000 still sweet 
money. ‘French Police’ (Radio) 
last week pulled almost $15,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,700; 30-40- 
55)—‘Flesh’ (M-G). Beery big here 
and take should total around $19,- 
000. Clara Bow's ‘Savage’ (Fox) 
got fine $18,000 last week. 

St. Francis (Fox) (1,435; $1-$1.50) 
—'Strange Interlude’ (M-G) (3d- 
last week). That $1.50 top didn’t 
appeal to natives, so roadshow pol- 
icy is out and house returns to 
grind. 

United Artists (1,400; 25-35-50)— 
‘White Zombie’ (UA) (3d-last 
week). Last five days pulling about 
$4,000, with second week doing al- 
most $7,000, and first week hitting 








over $11,000, which is a good sum 
for horror. picture. ‘Last Mile’ 
(WW) current. 

Warfield (Fox) (2,780 35-50-65) 
—Me and My Gal’ (Fox) and stage 
show. Tuke is apt to be around 
| poor $13,000. Last week Beverly Hill | 
Sillies on stage, and in on per- 
centage, packed gross up to $19,000 
with ‘Evenings for Sale’ (Par) the 
film. 
| Warners (Fox) (35-55)—Trouble 
|} in Paradise’ (Par). Under Fox ban- 
| ner again, and this time for sure. 
| House continues as is; biz quite 
so0od at $7.500 on this. Joe Brown 
in ‘Mouthful’ (WB) was poor at un- 
der $5,000 last week, 


after doing a 
’ 


the Warfield 


‘full week at 


bers is titled ‘Okay, Beer.’ 











Musicians Protest Bowl 
Deficit Top on Coast 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 


Although the musicians under- 
wrote a maximum loss of $16,000, 
members of the Hollywood Bowl or- 
chestra have hit the ceiling over 
the $4,000 deficit levied against 
them as their share of the past bowl 
season's losses. 

Claim of the musicians is that the 
Bow] association did not put certain 
economies into effect as promised 
when the $10,000 top loss was un- 
derwritten. 





Oriole Terrace, Det. 
Detroit, Dec. 16. 


Opening of this spot with Henry 
Thies’ band and Francis Stevens 
and Carl Grayson as the vocalists 
packed the room. Other distinction 
of being the only night club open in 
this fourth largest city in the U.S. is 
less to brag about. Set-up as is has 
a big chance at being a success. 


This spot is not new, but has been 
closed since it was padlocked over 
two years ago. When it was last 
opened it was one of the most suc- 
cessful of several successful places, 
While Detroit was at one time ac- 
knowledged to be a ‘good town’ for 
night life, what is left is all nickel 
and dime stuff. 


Oriole is expected to take advan- 
tage of beer when it’s here. In the 
meantime overhead is going on and 
beer is merely something to be 
dreamed about. 


Seats 1,100 people and is the larg- 
est in these parts. Capacity means 
that with a good week-end play the 
spot is a money maker. Might be 
helped a lot by putting on a floor 
show. For a cover charge the aver- 
age customer expects a show. And 
with acts working for apples there 
is no excuse for the lack of one. 


Place will profit by the excellence 
as a broadcasting group of the Thies 
aggregation. Thies should know how 
to play toa mike after being the sus- 
taining band on WLW for so long. 
As for the job, the band is handi- 
capped in this large hall, which is 
almost an indoor ball park. 


For Thies this is a return to the 
home town. ‘Thies is a local boy and 
played in this same cafe eight vears 
ago. At that time a total of $18,000 
was taken in on one night. On New 
Years Eve that year 1,163 people 
were played to at $15. 

Frances Stevens joining the band 
for it’s local engagement is okay. 
Good looking and with a nice vice 
over the mike, she can be used to a 
greater extent. Should be allowed 
to sing, so that more of the dancers 
ean see her. AS is she can be seen 
by only the six or eight couples who 
crowd the bandstand. In addition to 
Miss Stevens and Car! Grayson, who 
are featured, the band has two other 
vocalists, Alvin Mills and Cliff 
Heather. A young colored boy, Ha 
Cha, ts carried for floor work and 
special numbers. 

Only other open spot in town is 
the Book Cadillac New Mayfair 
Room. Charges $1 and $2 cover and 
is not doing so forte. Oriole gets 
50c. and $1. Lee, 


BOHEMIA 


New York, Dec. 2. 


Tony Sarg, the puppeteer, has a 
piece of this mammoth restaurant 
at 62d and Broadway, with Doug- 
las Cooke and Kenneth Murchison, 
owners of the building, also part- 
nered in the venture. It’s the old (or 
rather the new of the two) Janssen 
Hofbraus, which flivved for the 
same reason that Bohemia may 
prove a terrific money-maker 
shortly—the difference between 
near and real beer. 


It has all the atmosphere for a 
successful rathskeller and with 
stronger legal brew in the offing, 
the Bohemia, considering its ample 
capacity and pop priced $1.50 table 
d’hote dinner, has a swell chance to 
click big: 

Ben Selvin marks his return to 
the cafe field, after five years’ ab- 
sence, at this spot, doubling in with 
his Columbia recording orchestra. 
Selvin is the head of recording at 
Columbia, in addition. 

There’s a spacious tap room ad- 
joining the main dining room with 


;}a mammoth bar that looks all set 


for the real thing. It’s in this tap 
room that the Sarg puppet show 
does its stuff at 8, 10 and 12 p. m. 
nightly, with a Siboney rumba or- 
chestra coming on at 10 until cios- 
ing to augment the Selvin band in 
the main dining room. Abel. 





Bernice Petkere has placed ‘Haif 
a Mile Away from Home’ with the 
music and lyrics by herself, with 
i Witmark. 





ter sequence of shows. . The high- 
lights are Tuesdays when Ed Wynn 
somehow dominates everything; 
Thursday, Fridays and Sundays 
(Eddie Cantor’s Chase & Sanborn 
hour figures latterly). 

Why Thursdays and Fridays are 
tops is readily apparent from a re- 








capitulation of the program. Thurs- 
day’s WEAF three successive bic 
hours, Fleischmann-Vallee, Max- 
well Coffee Show Boat, and Lucky 
Strike (with Jack Pearl coming 
along as a big comedy wow on the 
air) takes care of thai. Fridays 
nothing can offset the succession of 
the Goldbergs, the big Cities Serv- 
ice hour (Jessica Dragonette is one 
of the ether'’s prime favs as a songs- 
tress), Clicquot Club Eskimos, Mrs. 
Franklin D. Roosevelt and _ the 
Pond's half hour, Al Jolson, et al. 


It’s little wonder that competitive 
accounts are switching their time 
and their broudcasting outlets after 
the first of the year, because of this 
staggering competition. 

With the habit idea figuring, be- 
cause the average auditor doesn’t 
care to hop up and down in order 
to tune in or out, it’s a terrific 
handicap. Only the biggest sort of 
counter-attraction could compel the 
dial switch. 

Hence, despite all sorts of Cross- 
ley reports, popularity polls and 
questionaires, the relative standing 
of artists is as much guesswork as 
it is also a force of circumstance. 


No Dependence 

The repeated reports of Amos 'n’ 
Andy’s top standing is now regarded 
as something not strictly so. When 
the Crossley people, in making up 
their periodic surveys, call up 
housewives promiscuously and ask 
them whom they heard last night 
on the air, the average woman will 
think of what comes to mind easiest. 
It may so happen that A&A or 
Myrt and Marge were on at dinner 
time when the family’s listening-in 
atttention was best, so it stuck. 
It’s a certainty many do not yet 
known who or what A&A or MEM 
exploit. 

That’s cited not in deprecation 
of the talent, but in evidence, from 
the studio chains’ attitude, of the 
fallacy of such air leaders’ reports. 

Just as fallacious are the theories 
about fan mail in direct relation to 
giveaways. Every so often an ac- 
count will get curious about its 
‘circulation’ and offer something 
gratis if asked for within a brief 
period of time. Jocur did that. It’s 
a CBS afternoon variety program. 
CBS received 86.000 letters that 
week. Yet CBS itself can’t believe 
that that Jocur program, on a Sun- 
day afternoon, is more popular 
than the Robert Burns Monday 
night program with Guy Lombardo 
and Burns and Allen just because 
that particudar week only 300 let- 
ters came in on behalf.of the Burns 
program. 

Barbasol had giveaways through 
three different media, Singin’ Sam, 
Ray Perkins and a Sunday night 
sketch with a monogrammed tooth- 
brush with your individual name 
on the handle as the lure. It was a 
come-on for the _ Bristol-Meyers 
Co.’s new product, a changeable 
toothbrush, the revenue to come 
from the subsequent purchases of 
the new bristles. 

Kids on Giveaways 

Just what that type of ‘circula- 
tion’ check means is answered by 
the ad agencies having long discov- 
ered that the kids around the coun- 
try write in for such things like 
they used to write in for ‘bunks’ in 
‘Popular Mechanics’ and kindred 
type publications, which always was 
a treasure trove for free literature, 
samples, etc. 

The Phillips Milk of Magnesia 
account has had over 1,000,000 let- 
ters in 1932 because of their ana- 
gram prize contests, but radio ob- 
servers are not satisfied from that 
that this sort of fan mail is any 
criterion of the Phillips program’s 
artists’ popularity. 

By the same token, the type of 
requests for special material from 
radio editors on obscure artists is 
little criterion, because it invariably 
indicates that there has been a pau- 
city of stuff sent out on those peo- 
ple. Hence the requests, since the 
radio press is well serviced on the 
better known staples. 

Outstanders 

There are certain composite 
zroups of outstanders which both 
chains concur are outstanding, such 
as Ruth Etting, Kate Smith and 
Jessica Dragonette of the femme 
warblers; Downey, Crosby and 
Novis in the male singing division; 


Whiteman, Vallee and the Lombar- 
dos in bands, etc., but none of it's 
decisive and much is estimation or 
artificial enthusiasm in sundry local 
quarters. The greatest fans and en- 
thusiasts are the artists themselves, 
but just as often the things they 
rave about are not so clicky with 
the hinterlanders. 

It’s almost impossible to actually 
gauge radio popularity with any 
degree of accuracy. Eddie Cantor 
may brag about No. 1 rating in the 
Kansas City ‘Star’ contest, but right 
behind him are unheard of features; 
including a local Catholic program, 
which are only regionally known. 

There’s much to-do about Jack 
Pearl's coming up on the air, yet, in 
the main, Ed Wynn has become so 
much better established, previously, 
that Pearl is virtually unknown in 
sectors or communities where Wynn 
is the current wow. The time ele- 
ment thus figures. The Marx Bros. 
are the newest rave in the east, but 
aren't heard in Chicago at all, for 
the reason the sponsor has no sales 
outlets there, hence there is no ter- 
ritorial coverage. 

12 Best Programs 

The chains state that the best 
norm of measurement was ‘Varie- 
ty’s’ poll last spring, when some 150 
of this paper’s correspondents, from 
coast to coast, were questionnaired 
for the 12 Best Radio Programs in 
their territory, and the consensus at 
that time disclosed, in this order: 

Amos ‘n’ Andy (Pepsodent). 

Ziegfeld-Chrystler. 

Burns and Alilen-Guy Lombardo 
(Robert Burns Cigar). 

Lucky Strike. 

Chase & Sanborn (Harry Rich- 
man- Rubinoff). 

Ben Bernie (Biue Ribbon Malt). 

Kate Smith (La Palina). 

Camel Quarter Hour (Downey- 
Wons-Renard). 

Rudy Vallee (Fleischmann). 

Chesterfield Hour (Silkret-Etting- 
Gray - Boswells). 

Myrt and Marge (Wrigley). 

Tony Wons (a. m. sustaining). 

This list has undergone decidel 
changes since its publication in ‘Va- 
riety’ May 17, last. Amos ’n’ Andy 
don’t rate No. 1. Ziegfeld’s dead 
and Chrysler is off the air. Burns 
program is still going strong. Lucky 
Strike, then with Walter Winchell 
and name bands, has lately brought 
Jack Pearl to the fore. Eddie Cantor 
is back for Chase & Sanborn. Ben 
Bernie as is. Kate Smith is slip- 
ping. Camel is off the air commere 
cially. Vallee-Fleischmann is now a@ 
different type of variety program 
from the Vallee-Irene Bordoni idea 
at that time. Chesterfield is now 
quarter houring instead of a full 
hour. Others as is. 

The newspaper polls or popularity 
contests are deprecated because 
they’re usually circulation buildere 
uppers, with prolonged pseudo-jock- 
eyings and false circulations 
through repeated votes, meaning 
that the contestants buy up quanti- 
ties of papers just to clip the ballots. 





HOT OPENING 


Russ Columbo opened at the 
Park Central hotel, New York, lit- 
erally in a blaze, which occurred 
at about 3 a.m. when some of the 
curtains and the prop palm trees 
of the newly decorated Cocoanut 
Grove (roof) caught fire. 

It was quickly extinguished with 
little damage and excitement. 


LOPEZ’ $12.50 COUVERT 

Chicago, Dec. 12. 
Joseph Urban Room of the Con- 
gress hotel blandly announces that 
the couvert for New Year's Eve 
vill be $12.50 per head, or $25 the 
couple. Vincent Lopez officiating. 
Pompeian Grill at same hotel will 
allow gaiety for $6 per head with 
Harry Sosnick’s orchestra. 


HERE AND THERE 


Frank Carr’s band now at the 
Ross ballroom, Huntington Park, 
Calif. 











Frank Hobbs at the Catalina 
Island, Calif., casino with a band 
for three nights a week during the 
winter, 





Carol Lofner and his 12-piece or- 
chestra opened at the Casino Gar- 
dens, Ocean Park, Calif., this week. 





Howard Jackson, composer and 
arranger, is back in Hollywood 
after two years in New York. Is 
free-lancing as a studio orchestra- 
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> FILM MUSICALS 


ARE BLOOMING 


——__ 


Fox, like Metro, has plans for 
gpcreen musicals after the first of the 
year. Buddy DeSylva has been re- 
engaged by Fox and may leave for 
the coast the end of this week. 

Fox wants Ray Henderson and 
Lew Brown either as a team or to 
reunite the DeSylva, Brown and 
Henderson combo. Bobby Crawford, 
who is associated with Henderson- 
Brown, leaves for the coast next 
month on a number of studio bids 
for H-B, although, in view of the 
personal relations existing between 
the two factions, there’s little like- 
lihood of the trio reuniting. If work- 
ing on the same lot, it would mean 
geparate assignments. 

Brown and Henderson aren't in- 
terested in any film work until their 
*Strike Me Pink’ musical revue gets 
under way. Lupe Velez is set for it. 


DROP LAWYERS TO GET 
ACTION ON ERPI COIN 


Anxious to get their share of the 
ERPI settlement money before the 
first of the year, if possible, in order 
to take care of pressing obligations, 
music publishers have evinced a 
willingness to allow the Sam Fox 
Music Co. a larger slice of the $825,- 
000 melon than was originally al- 
lotted. To expedite the divvy, Fox 
and the MPPA have agreed to elim- 
inate lawyers from the controversy 
and leave it to Fox and John Paine 
to work out some sort of a com- 
promise between them. 

MPPA committee appointed to 
divide the ERPI money had agreed 
to set aside one-sixth of the residue, 
around $680,000, for Fox, with the 
latter making a counter-claim for 
at least a third of the full ERPI 
payment. Understanding is. that 
Nathan Burkan takes no part in the 
discussions between Fox and the 
chairman of the MPPA board and 
whatever compromise the pair ar- 
rive at will be binding upon the 
publishers involved. 

With the Fox matter 





out of the 


way the MPPA feels that it will 
have little -difficulty settling the 
claims of two other’ cinematic 


thematic music contributors, Bel- 
win, Inc., and the Southern Music 
Co., an RCA Victor affiliate. Bel- 
win has been asking for $100,000 
while the Southern has set its cut 
at $60,000. 

Majority report of the MPPA’s 
allocation committee advised that 
before splitting up the melon there 
be deducted some $60,000 expended 
by Paine for counsel and other fees 
and an additional 10% to Paine as 
agent for the benefit of the pub- 
lishers’ organization. Fox is insist- 
ing that these provisions be elim- 
inated and that the allocation be 
based upon the entire sum _ paid 
over by ERPI in settlement of the 
*hootleg’ seat tax suit. 





Must Show Proof 


Los Angeles, Dec. 12. 

Because of recent trouble between 
musicians who have done orches- 
trating, and leaders and musical 
show producers, trial board of the 
musicians’ local has recommended 
that in the future no claims for ar- 
ranging money be considered un- 
less a definite agreement in writing 
has been signed. 

Several wrangles have occurred 
because players have claimed they 
were not paid for the extra work, 
but could not show any written 
proof of being promised additional 
money for their arranging services. 


ROBIN AGAIN AT PAR 
Hollywood, Dec. 12. 
Leo Robin is back at Paramount 
and will write the lyrics for the next 





Chevalier picture, ‘The Way to 
Love.’ 
Ralph Rainger is devising the 
tunes. 





Col’s Chicago Shutdown 
Chicago, Dec. 12. 

Paul Cohen is out at the Columbia 
phonograph office here and with his 
going the Chicago distribution de- 
partment is abolished. Cohen has 
been with the firm for nine years 
and survived several staff reduc- 
tions. 

Columbia will handle its mid- 
distribution from the fac- 
3ridzeport, Conn. Mean- 
local recording studio is 


western 


tory in 
the 
open. 


while 


still 





6 Best Sellers 





Six best sheet music sellers 
for the week ending Dec. 9 as 
reported by jobbers and syndi- 
cate stores in the east were: 

1, ‘Little Strect’ (Morris). 

2. ‘Please’ (Famous). 

3. ‘Play, Fiddle, 
(Marks). 

4. ‘All-American Girl’ (Feist). 

5. ‘Home for the Old Folks’ 
(Donaldson). 

6. ‘Let’s Put Out the Lights’ 
(Harms). 


AFM’s Suspension 
Of Maurie Rubens 
Upheld on Appeal 


Play 











Motion obtained ty Maurie Ru- 
bens, former general musical direé- 
tor for the Shuberts, from New 
York Supreme court restraining the 
American Federation of Musicians 
from expelling him for failure to 
pay a $1,000 fine has been set aside 
by the Appellate Division. Rubens 
had been found guilty by the union’s 
international executive board on a 
charge of demanding payment from 
a musician for an engagement. 

Supreme court had ruled that the 
Federation shall not move to de- 
prive Rubens from obtaining an en- 
gagement on a union job until the 
issues involved in the case had been 
tried by that tribunal. Rubens’ 
lawyers at the time contended that 
the conductor had been brought up 
on framed charges before the in- 
ternational board, after the trial 
board of Local 802, New York, had 
dismissed the case. 

Fine imposed on the complaint of 
Victor J. Fink that the director ex- 
acted a $50 fee for giving him a job 
at the 44th St. theatre, carried a 
stipulation that it be paid within a 
month, or before Oct. 1. Failure to 
pay led to Rubens’ expulsion from 
the Federation. 





BOW BOWS OUT 


He Wanted Lots of Bands, but In- 
stead Took the Air 


Los Angeles, Dec. 12. 

Musicians’ lecal is still trying to 
figure out the ambitious plans of a 
would-be band booker, giving the 
name of Buddy Bow, who arrived in 
town with a yen to hire five bands 
in a hurry. 

He wanted two to leave at once, 
one for Palm Springs and the other 
to a hotel in Lebec, nearby moun- 
tain resort. He said he would have 
to fly one of the orchestras to Palm 
Springs in his $85,000 airplane and 
buy a couple of big cars for the 
Lebec trip. 

Orchestras were ready at the ap- 
pointed place for the trip, but Bow 
failed to show. Calls to Lebec and 
Palm Springs by union officials 
brought answers that no one at 
either place had ever heard of Bow 
or needed orchestras. 








Beck, New Pub 


New Mort Beck Music Co. ha 
started in New York with debut 
catalog made up of ‘Shave and 
Haircut’ by Abner Silver and Eddie 
Maxwell, ‘Where the River Meets 
the Sea’, by Silver, Ira Shuster and 
Milton Drake, and ‘What a Price to 
Pay For Love,’ by Silver, Drake and 
Walter Kent. 





Wants More Time 


Classification committee of the 
American Society took under fur- 
ther advisement the demands for 
re-rating presented by several pub- 
lishers at a meeting last week. 
Among the publishers who were in- 
formed that the committee wanted 
more time to think it over was E. 
B. Marks. 

Marks asked that he be rescaled 
from C plus to A. Decision on the 


motion was also tabled. 





Klapholz With Grofe 


now 
as arrange? 


asso- 


Ernest Klapholz is 
ciated with Ferde Grofe 





'and business representative. 
Klapholz and Arthur Lange were 
jan arranging team for long, but 
latterly Klapholz was with Dimitr! 
‘Tiomkin in the ballet music field. 

















Foster Music Co.’s demand for pro- | 


Abner Silver, who fashioned a song after the Broadway play title, ‘I 
Loved You Wednesday,’ which will also be the theme of the Fox filmiza- 
tion thereof, has done ditto with a song written around ‘Dinner At Eight,’ 

! zing that title. Walter Kent collaborated with him. DeSylva, Brown | 
& Henderson: will publis! 

Mike Pingitore, who's the dean of the Paul Whiteman orchestra per- 
sonnel, has a gag superstition, placing a feather 2 certain hat for! 
every change made in the Whiteman |} 1. The ¢g now 42 fe < 
indicating as many who have come and gone. 


of the M.P.P.A, board to obtain ad- 
ditional data on how a central per- 
forming rights bureau to serve the 


Was as far as the M.P.P.A. mem- 
the subject last week. 
now, Paine is assigned the task of 


establishing a music clearance bu- 
reau to take care of the producer's 


needs, with himself as trustee. In- 
stead of the point system under 
which the ERPI arrangement op- 


erated, the new clearing centre for 


scale of prices applying variously to 


of the copyright, there will be noth- 


defaulted are the City of Chicago 
bonds, which the Society bought at 


Majors’ Direct Deal 
With John Paine for 
Film Representation 


Preparatory to submitting a new 
licensing plan to motion pic- 
producers, 
have asked John Paine, 


sync 


ture music publishers 


chairman 


film industry would operate. That 


bership got in a general meeting on 


As the proposition shapes up 


syne rights will set up a definite 


pop, préduction, standard, semi- 
classical and clagsieal numbers con- 
trolled by M.P.P.A. members. 
Dealing with the bureau wr not | 
be compulsory for the producers. If | 
they figure they can get a better | 
price by going direct to the owners | 


| 








ing to prevent them from doing so. 


‘Only’ 20% Depreciation — 
Qn ASCAP’s Investments 


Responding to queries of writer 
and publisher members regarding the 
status of the American Society’s in- 
vestments, the ASCAP finance com- 
mittee declares that the $500,000 in 
securities involved would only bring 
a loss of around 20% if tossed into 
the market at this time. Of the 
entire group of bonds bought with 
the half million, reports the com- 
mittee, the only investment that has 











around $100 and are now listed at 
approximately $65. 

Committee, made up of 
sernstein, chairman, Jerome Kern 
and Otto Harbach, declare that the 
portfolio represented by this $500,- 
000 investment contains the sort of 
securities that savings banks, in- 
surance companies and trustees of 
estates make a practice of buying. 
Trio endowed with investment 
powers by the Society admit that 
most of the securities selected by 
them have undergone depreciation, 
but that was something’ that 
couldn't be foreseen. 

With # number of exceptions, tha 
committees revealed, the money is 
invested in state and municipal se- 
curities. Exceptions include $85,000 
in first mortgage bonds with the 
N. Y. Title and Trust Co. and bond 
holdings in Youngstown Sheet & 
Tube, Canadian & Pacific railroad. 
Newark Gas, Port of Montreal and 
American T. & TT. 


Louis | 





jor English 





Don’t Wake Me Up 


For an unexplainable reason 
music biz is on the upbeat. 

It’s surprising the trade it- 
self, particularly in view of the 


anticipated pre-holiday slump. 
Instead, it's behaving in re- 
verse English and evidences 
anew that the business of 
churning up the nation’s pop 
songs is more baffling than 
ever. 

In line with the paradox 
even the mechanicals are get- 


a pollyannaish reaction. 











That Artist Supersedes 
The Song, Brunswick’s 
New Recording Attitude 


Radical reversion to form is Jack 
Kapp’s, of Brunswick, attitude that 
each of the Brunswick name artists 


has a certain following, regardless 
of the songs recorded and that the 
following more than offsets the gen- 
eral unfamiliarity of the numbers. 
Hence, the artist gets material that 
is new and suitable rather than be- 
ing assigned to the recording of 
1its. 

With that in mind, the Brunswick 
artists are ‘canning’ song material 
from manuscripts, both American 
and French, and these 
are released locally or exported to 
England and the Continent. Bruns- 
wick’s American Record Corp., the 
holding company, has affiliations 
with the European Brunswick com- 
panies, Decca, et al., and the name 
artists on this side, such as the Bos- 
well Sisters, Bing Crosby and 
others, are given foreign songs to 
record from mss. and the ‘mothers’ 
or masters are exported for press- 
ing abroad. 

This theory of artist over song 
was forcibly demonstrated to Kapp 
with Crosby’s ‘Paradise’ recording, 
as one signal instance, where that 
died, despite what was regarded a 
distinctive recording and also the 
top song of America. But the radio 


| had so familiarized it, and it was on 


everybody’s lips and mind to such 
a degree, that there was no public 
interest in buying the records. On 
the other hand, Crosby's revival cf 
an old song, ‘Dinah,’ perhaps seven 
years old, was an extraordinary 
seller. 

Kapp’s idea is to get the hop on 
the song market by beating the ra- 
dio to the most likely numbers, else 
the ether popularity kills off all 
disc value. It was for this reason 
that Brunswick built up its name 


artists to the degree that the record- 


ing people must carry the numbers, 
rather than vice versa. 

This is contrary to recent stand- 
ards when dance bands, particu- 
larly, no matter their popularity, al- 
ways sold in direct proportion to 
the popularity of the selections re- 
corded by them. 





Inside Stuff—Music 








One of those Hollywood analogies i 
which, 
music 


chief 


firm’s absence abroad, is get 


s the instance of a current song hit 


because it was picked by a subordinate during the head of the 


ting lukewarm attention from the 


Despite this tepidness, it’s forging ahead as the hit of the catalog but, 
regardless, the music pub—whose self-enthusiasm as a song picker is no 


trade secret—won't give in that his 
his own. 
around, although substantiating the 


That its origin is of humble 


associate, for once, picked a hit on 
sources makes it tougher all 
subordinate’s keen judgment. 


Radio’s voracious demands nas the musical combos digging back far- 
ther and farther into the dust-laden catalogs, with publishers inclined 


soon after an old one has had a few 
a modern orchestration. Two of the 
are Remick and Mills Music, Inc. R 
the orchestrations but the counter c 


ether revivals to take it and give it 
firms most active in this direction 
emick has been re-scoring not only 


ypies. 


Mills Music last week picked five at a clip for orchestral rearranging, 


with sheet revivals to follow if the 
a demand, 


RCA Victor with the turn of the n 
a novelty concept in shellacked plat 


breakable and recorded on both sides. 


futuristic etchings of the artists anc 


First of the Victor attractions to be recorded for this new twist 
This particular stencil, slated to be the ini- 


the Paul Whiteman band. 


tial release for the innovation, is slow-playing and runs 


band versions on the air stimulate 


ew year will introduce to the trade 
ters. It’s a transparent affair, un- 
Peering up from the grooves are 
1 other illustrative touches, 

was 


nine minutes, 
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Music Piracies 


Abroad Via Discs 
To Be Controlled 


Nice, Dec. 1. 
Classic instance of Libby Hol- 
man’s being shocked on hearing 


‘Body and Soul,’ which was to be 
her surprise number of ‘Three's a 
Crowd,’ being played in a Monte 
Carlo honkey tonk two months be- 
fore her opening in New York, is 
in on a new version now. 

Song publishers frequently hear 
cockeyed orchestrations in Europe 
of songs they never released ex- 
cept to the American trade. Irving 
Mills, v.p. of Jack Mills and head 
of the Mills-Rockwell Enterprises, 
spotted one of these orchestrations 
on the Riviera, and asked the band 
leader where he got it. 

‘Off a record,’ laughed the leader, 
‘it's the only way we can get them.’ 

Whereupon the publisher decided 
that at least 15 grand of Mills’ 
money was trickling over the falls 
each year by not distributing the 
orchestrations of Amcrican name 
bands to European orchestras. 

he has started the machinery on 
learning from Edward de Mertz, 
nite club entrepreneur, that band 
leaders would only be too glad to 
buy good orchestrations instead of 
pirating badly from discs. 

Bureau probably will be opened 
in Paree with continental publishers 
sitting in for a cut. 


‘DISLOYAL’ WRITERS ON 
THE PAN AT ASCAP 








The enterprising English musie 
publishers who are signing up 
American writers or acquiring 


world’s copyrights to tunes in which 
American songsmiths had a hand, 
are on the pan at the ASCAP. This 
refers particularly to Campbell- 
Connelly which has 24 numbers by 
Harry Woods. 

ASCAP directors state they will 
try to legislate such deals out of 
existence on the theory that all its 
members, both writers and publish- 


ers, assign all copyrights to the 
American Society, which is a per- 
forming rights’ collection agency. 


Contention is that Woods, or other 
writers who go over to England to 
write songs, are being disloyal to 
the society. 

Bobby Crawford and Jimmy 
Campbell, the latter on an Amer- 
ican visit currently, had words on 
this last week, with Campbell coun- 
tering that while 90% of the music 
in England is American, perhaps 
14%,% of the tunes played in Amer- 
ica are from foreign sources. 

Campbell cited the present Ger- 
man situation as evidence of the 
manner in which the nationalists 
have ruled against all American 
music on the air waves, restricting 
popular broadcasts to 100% Germanic 
music, ascribable mainly to strained 
relations between the American and 
Deutscher music societies. 


Free Shows to Find Out 


Rochester, Dec. 12. 

Rochester Civic Music Associa- 
tion is experimenting with free at- 
tractions. They must draw, or else. 
If they draw, association may put 
on 1° a season, 

First try is a popular concert by 
the Rochester Philharmonic orches- 
tra, including numbers for which 
the association has to pay high 
royalty. Uniess 3,000 patrons turn 
out, it will be considered ~ flop. 


Jugoslavia in Control of 
All Gypsy Musicians 


3Jelgrade, Nov. 23. 
Jugoslav Musicians’ Association 
has just held its annual congress in 
3elerade. The congress discussed 
the present difficult economic situa- 
ition of the musicians, he 














espe cially ti 


qualified ones, It was stated during 
ithe congress that the association 
ihas won notable successes in its 
lent acainst ‘unqualified musicians’ 
|} (usually gypay bands). 
j Present congress decided that 
there should he three classes of mu- 
siciat according to the qualifica- 
tions Transfer from one class to 
nother is approved by a commis- 
n after an examination. 











Eo eee 


ee 








VARIETY 


Tuesday, December 13, 1932 





PETERA 


To 





——E—— 








Pulitzer Guessers 
With every important book for 
the year already off the press for 
the Christmas book grabs, Pulitzer 
Prize awards will of necessity have 
to be made from the current liter- 


ary offerings. Taking into consid- 
eration sales and critical acclaim, 
a good guess would be for Ellen 
Glasgow to get the Pulitzer 1932] 
award for the best work of fiction 
for her ‘The Sheltered Life.’ 
Although John Galsworthy’s 
lowering Wilderness’ is leading 
Miss Glasgow's book in point of 
sales. Galsworthy is British, and 


that eliminates him from Pulitzer 
Prize consideration. ‘The Fountain’ 
is another book which has led Miss 
Glasgow's novel, but its author, 
Charles Morgan, also is British. 
Other current best-sellers like ‘In- 
vitation to the Waltz’ and ‘Inheri- 
tance’ don’t stand a chance, either, 
because their authors are British, 
too. Leaves Ellen Glasgow's ‘The 
Sheltered Life’ with a clear field 
and thus more than an even chance 
to cop the award, 

Sole novel by an American with a 
chance approximating ‘The Shel- 
tered Life’ is Pearl Buck’s sequel to 
‘The Good Earth,’ called ‘Sons.’ But 
Mrs. Buck having taken last year’s 
Pulitzer award for ‘The Good 
Earth,’ there isn't much chance that 
she will repeat so soon. 

A good guess for the biography 
award is Claude G.. Bowers’ ‘Bev- 
eridge and the Progressive Era.’ 
The book was immediately hailed 
by William Soskin and other critfcs 
as the Pulitzer Prize bok in its 
own field, and that opinion hasn't 
been challenged yet. 

Fisiory award points strongly to 
the General Peyton March memoirs. 
Poetry choice is, however, any- 
body’s guess. 

Cinch guess for the best play—if 
asked for—is ‘Another Language,’ 
with ‘Success Story’ a minor con- 
tender. 





Dolled Up 
New idea is claimed by_the pub- 
lishers for ‘Gay Book,’ due on the 
stands this week, idea being a 
~ handsome’ and intelligent’ pulp 


mag. First issue will have 146 
pages with a four-color frontis- 


piece and rotogravure picture in- 
serts. Cover, also in four colors. 
Magazine opens with it’s depart- 
ments, fiction and other reading 
matter to follow. Geoffrey Har- 
wood is handling theatrical tab re- 
views as one of these departments 
while short stories and articles are 
from the pens of Maurice Dekobra, 
Phyllis Duganne, Tiffany Thayer, 
Benjamin De Casseres and Mar- 
garet Fishback. It’s being pub- 
lished from Philadelphia with Will 
Kofoed as editor. 


‘Youth's’ Kiddie Staff 

All set for the bow of Youth 
Magazine on Jan. 10. Monthly will 
attempt to be of literary quality al- 
though limiting its editorial and 
contributing staff to persons under 
30 years of age. 

Opening staff will have James 
Amster (23) as dramatic critic, 
Viola Ilma (22) as editor and pub- 
lisher, Yvonne Carns (21) as asso- 
ciate editor, Harry Maguire (28) as 
contributing editor and book re- 
viewer, Abner Dean (22) as art 
editor and Ruth Steinberg (17) as 
reader. 

For a feature magazine will de- 
vote at least one page for ‘rejec- 
tions,’ printing thereon pre-30 
writings of now famous authors 
which were slashed by the editorial 
knife. First issue will use Julian 
Huxley’s work for that purpose. 





Down by the River 

William Randolph Hearst, who 
with Arthur Brisbane spent a lot of 
money trying to establish Columbus 
Circle as a business center, setting 
a bad example to his tenants by 
moving his own enterprises out. 
Business office and ad dept. of the 
‘American’ will be removed from 
the park corner to the South street 
building, which is so remote Hearst 
had to establish a free bus line to 
Park Row for employees... Move 
was in contemplation a couple of 
years ago, but Mrs. Hearst objected 
to loss of a paying tenant. 

Tough deal on the boys who live 
up Westchester way. Easy to reach 
the Circle, but a sleeper jump to 
will 


the new location. ‘Journal’ 
shortly follow from 9 East 40th 
street. 


Mag’s Theatre Slaying Yarn 

Current issue of “True Detective 
Mysteries’ has an article covering 
the slaying in Los Angeles a year 
ago of Detective Lieut. Hugh A. 
Crowley in the lobby of the F-WC 
Village theatre at Westwood, Cal. 
Story, as related by Joe Taylor, 
L. A. chief of detectives, to Made- 


line Kelly, believed to be a fictitious 
name, details the capture of Crow- 
ley’s murderers, following his slay- 
ing when he reported to act as con- 


voy for the house receipts to the 
bank for deposit. TIilustrations in- 
clude a halftone of W. H. (Bud) 





Lollier, F-WC tax expert and police 
contact who aided in running down 
the murderers. 

From Girls to Froth 

The ‘Brewing Industry,’ new fort- 
nightly tradepaper published in 
New York, is edited by August J, 
Ferenbach, one-time boss of ‘Amer- 
ican Girl,’ official organ of the Girl 
Scouts of America (in which Mrs. 
Herbert Hoover and other prom- 
inent women play supervisory 
roles). Ferenbach has had long 
experience in the trade paper field. 
First issue of ‘Brewing Industry’ 
had eight pages, about the size of 
a tab daily. 

Two other papers of that trade 
to ride on the, present beer slide 
are ‘Modern Brewery’ (combined 
with ‘Brewers’ Art’), scheduled for 
publication as a magazine in New 
York next month, with Carl A. No- 
wak, St. Louis brewmaster, as 
editor, and ‘Brewery Engineering,’ 
a Chicago sheet. 


All Pals 

Nathan slip-ups becoming cole. 
tor’s items. George Jean's Bn ‘Din- 
ner Before Eigh*’ topped by his 
tale in his “atimate Notebooks’ that 
Eugene O'Neill has few friends, is 
hard to know and keeps pretty 
much to himself in the publicized 
Garbo manner, 

Nathan added that one of 
O'Neill's few intimates is Sparrow 
Robinson, the half-pint sport ed 
of the Paris Ny, Y. ‘Herald.’ 

Laugh here is that everybody is 
‘My pal’ to Sparrow, yet on being 
asked if it were true that O'Neill 
and he were closer to each other 
than one second to another Sparrow 
admitted that they had met a 
couple of times. ‘We just happened 
to hit it off, that’s ail,’ added old 
pal Sparrow. 


Albany to D. C. 

In preparation for the ‘new deal’ 
at Washington after March 4, the 
AP has transferred Elton C, Fay, 
its contact man with Governor 
Roosevelt in Albany for the last 
four years, to the Capitol Bureau, 
in D. C. Fay, who began his news- 
paper career in Schenectady, N. Y., 
has been with AP’s Albany branch 
for six years, He covered the 
Capitol beat during Governor 
Roosevelt's two terms and is on in- 
timate terms of friendship with 
everyone in the President-elect’s 
entourage, 


In North China 
Cal S. Hirsh, American, on the 
‘North China Daily News,’ the big 
Shanghai English daily, gives the 
British-American colony a little 
Varietyese with every arrival of 
‘Variety’ to his desk in Shanghai. 


Hirsh, who also represents this 
paper in Shanghai, regularly re- 
prints bits, with credit, from 


‘Variety.’ 

Considering that the ‘News’ rates 
as the ‘Boston Transcript’ of the 
Orient, in English publications, it’s 
an unusual contrast, 


Dell’s Sub-Snooty 
The new Dell pub., a la the ‘New 
Yorker,’ issues Jan, 4 and will be 
called ‘Manhattan.’ Norman An- 
thony, who edits ‘Ballyhoo’ for 
George T. Delacorte, Jr. (Dell Pub. 
Co.) will edit ‘Manhattan.’ 
Publication will be of an odd sized 
format and will have a 200,000 first 
edition run, with a view to interest- 
ing the not so snooty or sophisti- 
cated New Yorkers. The Fleisch- 
mann-Ross weekly’s circulation 1s 
about half that. 


Pushing the Pulps 

On the theory that helping the 
master is helping the serf, Amer- 
ican Fiction Guild has started an 
exploitation campaign which hopes 
to increase the sales of pulp mags. 
A.F.G. is the organization of 
writers for pulps. 

Among the stunts figured out is 
a weekly publicity release to about 
13,000 newspapers, which treats the 
magazine racket as an industry, 
with all the natural detonations of 
that word, and a very definite at- 
tempt to build up that ‘industry.’ 

Also contemplated is arranging a 
series of book reviews distributed 
gratis in the same manner, 

‘World’ Man Gone 

James S. Griffith, last news editor 
of the defunct N. Y. ‘World,’ died in 
his home in Astoria, N. Y., Dec. 6. 
He was 54 years old. During the 
past campaign he was a member of 
the press dept. of the Dem. Nat. 
Comm. 








Best Sellers for the week ending 





‘Bachelor's Bounty’ ($2.00) .....6. 
‘Invitation to the Waltz’ ($2.00) 


‘Van Loon's Geography’ ($3.75) ... 
‘March of Democracy’ ($3.50) ...+. 
‘Flying Carpet’ ($3.75) ........ e209 
‘Titans of Literature’ ($3.75) 


‘Our Time’ Vol. 4 (1909-1914) ($3. 





Best Sellers 


American News Co., inc. 


Fiction 
‘Flowering Wilderness’ ($2.50) .....+. eseeeese+by John Galsworthy 
‘Forgive Us Our Trespasses ($2.50) ........... By Lloyd C. Douglas 
‘Narrow Corner’ ($2.50) ......+. seeeeee BY W. Somerset Maugham 
‘Inheritance’ ($2.50) ..... wd 0600666000029 8 ebas0 By Phyllis Bentley 


Non-Fiction 


‘Can America Stay at Home’ ($3.00) 


December 10, as reported by the 


sevceccess+ by Grace S. Richmond 
seeeveesss BY Rosamond. Lehman 


.» By Hendrick Willon Van Loon 
.-By James Truslow Adams 


eereee 


seeeeees+ By Richard Halliburton 
TRITTTELT TT $y Burton Rascoe 
75) eccceeesss- BY Mark Sullivan 


.-By Frank C. Simonds 








Repeats a Gag 

Liveright scribblers still careless 
with their manuscripts and notes. 
Some months ago Ben Hecht, whose 
publisher is Liveright, got plenty of 
newspaper space when it was 
broadcast that the Hecht-ic fellow 
from Chicago had mislaid a brfe*- 
case of stuff. All sorts Bf Impor- 
tance was attached to the lost ma- 
terial and mo everybody asked to 
join i» the search. Not known 
‘whether the stuff was ever found or 
not. 
Now it’s Sherwood Anderson, also 
a Liveright scribbler, who's lost a 
big leather briefcase crammed full 
of the same sort of stuff lost by Ben 
Hecht. 
Seems among other material in 
the briefcase lost by Anderson was 
part of a new novel, and the author 
wants it badly. Might also be men- 
tioned that Liveright is shortly to 
publish a new novel by Anderson. 





Young But Serious 


Group of college students getting 
out another one of those ‘youth 
movement’ mags. Call it ‘The New 
Viewpoint,’ and inasmuch as it has 
gone into its second issue, they feel 
it'll stick. 

Content of ‘The New Viewpoint’ 
is all very serious, as these pub- 
lications usually are. Contribs take 
a slap at anything and everything. 
Just need a nod of approval from 
Harry Hansen to keep banging 
away on all chambers. 





Syndicating Dutra 

Olin Dutra, golf champion, has 
been signed by Norman Sper to 
write golf comment for the latter's 
syndicate. 

The addition of Dutra gives Sper 
three champs whose material he 
syndicates. The other two are Ells- 
worth Vines, tennis champion and 
Howard Jones, coach of the Uni- 
versity of Southern California foot- 
ball team. 

He also syndicates the material of 
one ex-champ, Charlie Paddock, the 
runner. 





Printer of His Own 


Another printer turning mag pub- 
lisher. He’s Martin Panzer, with a 
printshop downtown, who's getting 
ready to put out a mag to be called 
‘The Moment.’ First issue will be 
on the stands about Jan. 10, and 
monthly thereafter. 

Panzer's plans for ‘The Moment’ 
is for a miscellany of matter, rang- 
ing from short shorts, through ser- 
ious essays and to cartoons. Will 
edit the mag himself, and is look- 
ing for contribs. Anything will do 
so long as it’s of a high literary 
quality. 


Post’s Thin One 
Dec. 31 will be the 53rd Saturday 
of 1932. That will affect the ‘Sat- 
urday Evening Post’ issue of that 
date. ‘The Post’ dates Saturday. 
‘Post's’ advertising contracts call 
for 52 issues annually with the ex- 
tra Saturday of this year not in- 
cluded in the 1932 ad agreements. 





Ad men expect to see quite the 
lightest ‘Post’ of recent years in 


the Dec. 31st paper. 


Thoda Cocroft Editing 


Thoda Cocroft, well known around 
Chicago as a press agent and com- 
pany manager for legit, has been 
appointed editor of a new literary 
publication entitled the ‘Midwest 
Review of Literature.’ Mrs. Cocroft 
has opened editorial offices in Chi- 
cago, but will publish in Waukegan, 
Illinois. 


Gaul Gets Gold 


Harvey Gaul, dramatic and mu- 
sic critics of the Pittsburgh ‘Post- 
Gazette’ and also a composer of note, 
has just been awarded the $150 
prize of the Eurydice Chard Com- 
petition, organized every two or 
three years by the Philadelphia Art 





Dream Rhapsody, calls fur women’s 
chorus, with flute, viola and piang 
accompaniment. 

This is the fourth Art Alliance 
prize that Gaul bas carried away. 


Helps News Pix 

The work of newspaper photog- 
raphers is expected to be further 
lightened as the result of a new de- 
vice perfected for electrical syn- 
chronization of flashlight and 
camera shutter, which makes time 
exposures unnecessary. The syn- 
chronizing apparatus times’ the 
100th-second snap of the lens shut- 
ter with the flash. The inventors, 
Dr. W. D. Coolidge, head of General 
Electric’s Schenectady labs., and Dr. 
Wm. K. Kearsley, Jr., an assistant, 
also have perfected a compact port- 
able set for outdoor use at night. 
It may be attached to'any camera. 

New apparatus, which has reached 
the manufacturing stage, was de- 
veloped from an idea first advanced 
by Aage Mikelsen, Schenectady por- 
trait photographer. 


Starving Pitts’ Papes 


Refused a reduction in news- 
paper amusement rates for the sec- 
ond time within a month, Warner 
local theaires have retaliated by 
cutting down their advertising bud- 
gets, giving the three Pittsburgh 
daflies their lowest amusement line- 
age in years. 

Exhibitors sought a _ slash last 
month, but were turned down, and 
tried again last week with the same 
result. 


‘Stage’ All 


Alone 
‘The Stage,” the theatre mag 
published by John Hanrahan, has 


been severed by him from the com- 
pany publishing ‘Arts and Decora- 
tion,’ and will be published here- 
after as a separate entity. Step was 
merely a business convenience and 
involves no changes in personnel or 
policy. 
it’s Wowing 'Em 
Clerk at the humor book counter 
of Macy’s reports Frank Scully’s 
‘Fun In Bed’ top seller of the coun- 
ter. Talking to a customer and not 
for publication. Safe bet that every 
shut-in will get at least one copy 
for Christmas, with the popular 
ones getting a dozen or so. 





No Merger 

Irving S. Manheimer says he’s in 
the new Gor-Man Co., but Gordon 
is not in his own enterprise. They're 
just together for one mag. Other 
Manheimer interests remain entire- 
ly with him. 

Gor-Man has an office in the same 
building with Gernsback pubs, but 
that’s as close as it gets. 





‘Bed’ Set to Music 

Frank Scully’s ‘Fun In Bed’ 
be glorified in popular song, with 
Irving Mills of Mills Music, New 
York publishers, cabling from Nice, 
where he visited Scully, to regis- 
ter the Scully book title also as 
a song title. Mills and Scully will 
collab on the lyric with a tune to be 
set on the New York end. 


will 


Rejections and Gin 

Rejection parties are becoming 
the fad among Greenwich Village 
authors. Idea seems to have been 
inspired by the artists’ Wash. Sq 
sidewalk galleries, 

Parties call for all of the author's 
rejected manuscripts being laid on 
the table next to the gin bottle. 
Guests are expected to peruse them 
between drinks. 

Wasn't Eleanor 

The complications which g¢ 
columns can create for supposedly 
innocent parties is expressed in an 
ad, under Personals, in the Boston 
‘Daily Record’ of Dec. 3, reading: 

‘Stanley—Please believe me and 
write. Winchell was not referring 
to me whatever you think about the 





yssip 





Alliance, The composition, ‘A 


description. Eleanor.’ 





Black Beauty's Pedigree 


Mike Simmons started something 
when he began digging back into 
the history of ‘Black Beauty,’ He 
wanted to find out which book pub- 
lishers put out the book and ended 
up by discovering it has been pub- 
lished at various times by at least 
25 companies on beth sides of the 
ocean. Seems to have been pub- 
lished first in 1874 and estimated 
that about 6,000,000 copies of it 
have been printed since that time. 
At one time a London publisher, 
Monroe's, kept its presses going 
constantly over a period of years 
printing nothing but that horse 
yarn, 


Lowdown on G.P.U, 


_Tsaac Don Levine Whose ‘Stalin’ 
biography, 4p2 series on Soviet Rus- 
sia for Siearst syndication, brought 
b*m to attention in this connection, 
is working on a story of the Cheka, 
the Soviet secret service which is 
empowered to do everything in sec- 
ret from arrest to trial, conviction 
and execution. 

It’s an expose of 
secret service lately 
G.P.U. by the Soviets. It deals pri- 
marily with the late founder, the 
Cheka. Brewer, Warren & Putnam 
will publish, Levine doing the book 
to their assignment. 


the terrorist 
relabeled the 


Film Laws For Laymen 


Book on film laws, written for the 
layman, will be compiled by Gordon 
Levoy, Hollywood attorney. YVol- 
ume will attempt to explain to the 
rank and file of picture people the 
copyright laws, agency contracts 
and other legal information. 

Last book on picture laws, pub- 
lished in 1917, is for attorneys only. 
Title is ‘The Law of Motion Pic<- 
tures and the Theatre,’ by Louis D, 
Frohlich and Charles Schwartz. 


Chatter 

George Bernard Shaw calls Ther- 
esa Helburn of the Theatre Guild 
(which produces his plays in the 
U. 8S. A.) ‘Terry.’ 

John B. Kennedy, staff writer of 
‘Collier’s’, has been the target for 
criticism by veteran baseball writ- 
ers and fans since his recent article 
on Wilbert Robinson, former man- 
ager of the Brooklyn National 
league club, appeared. 

Isabel Dole, mag writer of Cam- 
bridge, Mass., gets a verdict for 
$75,000 against Mrs, Martina Davis, 
for alleged alienation of Dole’s 
affections. 

J. B. Priestley iet Ruth Holland 
novelize his ‘Dangerous Corner.’ 

Bob Benchley back from that sea 
trip. 





Who is Francis les, listed as aue 
thor of ‘Before the Fact’? 

John Masefield coming over early 
next month to lecture. 

Isabel Paterson, who writes about 
scribblers, being written about as a 
scribbler, for a change, 

Thyra Samter Winslow 
about her newspaper days, 


telling 


John L. Spivak getting invites to 
all the literary meets. 

John Vassos seeing Brooklyn, 

No more auto driving for Samuel 
Halstedt for at least two years. 

Rufus King undecided whether to 
go back to Hollywood. 

C. T. Revere the sole Wall Street 
broker-novelist. 

Aben Kandel 
about town. 

Although head of a book publish- 
ing house, George Oppenheimer 
would rather write plays than 
novels. 

Santa Fe has honored its fore- 
most scribbler, Mary Austin, by 
appointing her a deputy sheriff. 

Herbert Gorman on the air. 

James Truslow Adams wrote the 
best-selling ‘The Epic of America’ 
in England. 

Arnold Zweig doing a ‘Literary 
Triptych,’ whatever that is. 

Paul Anderson will give a series 
of talks for scribblers, but without 
Lionel White. 

E. E. Cummings, who is an artist, 
too, giving an exhibition of his 
water colors. 

Janet Ayer Fairbanks in 
a short stay. 

Frederick Kuh back to Berlin 
and John Van Druten has returned 
to London. 

The Clemence Dane play about the 


chauffeured 


being 


town for 


Brontes will be published before 
Katharine Cornell acts in it. 
Padraic Colum in Nice for the 
winter. 
Fannie Hurst's new one will be 
called ‘Imitation of J.ife.’ 
Harold Strauss has gone from 
Alfred H. King to Cevici, Friede. 
‘Argosy,’ the mag, is 50 years old. 
Karl von Schumacher, the Ger- 
(Continued on page 53) 
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Tm Telling You 


By Jack Osterman 
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AND THE BABY WAS TITLED, Laffs at 6 Bits 
KATHRYN JACQUELINE OSTER- a 
MAN. Les Angeles, Dec. 1£. 
f we een. Here’s an average Sunday 
Inside Life of a New Father afternoon's program at White 
Well, we've been on a merry-go- Sox Field, colored ball park: 
round before but the one we've been Double-header ball game. 
riding for the past week is the Fistic battle between two 
fastest and dizziest one we ever five-year-old colored boys. 
encountered. This new business of A ‘bull-fight,’ using a trained 
being a father is a great racket and dog made up as a bull, with 
we're glad we muscled in. Our two matadors annoying the 
daughter is a week old and at least animal. 
it’s some satisfaction to know we Capacity crowds at six bits a 
started off like Eddie Cantor. And throw, with a million laffs for 
that reminds us, now that we have everybody. 








a family to talk about, don’t you 


think we ought to be a cinch for a 
radio program? Capt. Wanderwell, World 
Al's Here Traveler, Mysteriously 


Al Boasberg was one of the first 
to congratulate us. He suggested M d d Hi y h 
we call the baby Rosalie Kathryn ur ere on IS ac t 
Osterman .so RKO wouldn't be for- 
gotten entirely. He also thought it _ bd 
silly for the kid to follow in the| qi; ne Beach Cal, Dec. 32. 
same footsteps of other babes when led ee f - i seas 
it starts speaking with expressions | °° S@ne& for a trip around the 
such as Da Da, Mama, etc. He fin- world heading & party of ‘gentle- 
ally got to the punch when he of- —- adventurers, Capt. Walter 
fered to write the baby some smart Wanderwell, world traveler, ae 
eracks for $200. We showed Al the murdered in his cabin on board his 
door and explained that an Oster- schooner Carma’ here. 
man offspring was expected to ad Wanderwell, a familiar figure 
lib. throughout the country, having 

traveled extensively with his wife, 

had bought the ‘Carma,’ previously 
condemned by the Government in- 
spectors as unsafe, and had sold 
24 people a round-the-world tour 
for $160 each. Bait for the travel- 
Le Maire Mail ers was the hoped for revenue from 

Rufus (study the profile) Lej}@ travel and adventure picture 
Maire special delivered as follows: | Which Wanderwell contemplated 
‘Just read in your*-??*!! 22? (Holly- | producing on the trip. 
wood adjectives) column that you] Members of the travel party 
have become a proud father, Sari | heard a shot fired in Wanderwell’s 
joins me in heartiest felicitations, so | cabin a few moments after he had 
does our daughter. Things are so|left them. His body was found 
tough out here, actors are window |facing the door. He had been shot 
shopping with one eye closed. Are | through the back. No weapon was 





We Expected This 
Milton Berle wired us his best 
wishes and warned us to look out 
or he would steal the kid too. 





you copying?’ found. 
ae Aloha Wanderwell, his wife, was 
Suggestion in Hollywood at the time of the 


While the wife has been receiv- | shooting, cutting footage made by 
ing some gorgeous gifts, na one|the pair in South America. Pic- 
seems to realize that a father is/ture is to be assembled into feature 
lost unless he has a wallet which |length and released by William 





holds a picture of the kid. Berke, indie producer. It will be ti- 
<i tled ‘River of Death.’ 
Relief In the past 15 years Wanderwell 


One of the advantages in having |and his wife had made two trips 
a daughter is that you won’t have/around the world by motor car. 
to constantly remind her to take} Most of their time had been spent 
her hat off in elevators. in this country, where they made 

ee personal appearances at. picture 
ar She open oe It ; theatres lecturing on their travels. 
emperamenta emale star; At one time their mainstay was 
made a personal appearance the selling postcards. ’ 

other night and said: ‘Folks I had semniamneguens 

to leave in the middle of my din- Goldberg Knew Wanderwells 
ner and now that I’m here, I don’t Lou Goldberg, Warners’ national 
know what to do.’ One of the elite exploitation director, is authority 
> trae autinace yelled: “Go back to | toy the statement that Walter Wan- 
dinner. derwell, whose mysterious murder 
) aca in California is under investigation, 

They have ace hie Jeoene Was a cnewennm. Goldberg found 
Burns ever since the Friars dinner that out = 3033 in Amarillo, se. 
about his wife, Gracie. Allen, not when he was haled to court with 
needing him on the stage. George nt b anderwells as an innocent by- 

‘ Pein | stander. 
gt they =— Rox gens A a Wanderwell and his wife were 
Gracie went to buy a drawing room courting around &e country at oat 
to Boston. The R. R. man informed time with travelog ppoweres, lec- 
her she needed two tickets for a| tures, etc. It seems they planned 
ad. r. ‘Where would she have been | Stunts in each town for box office 
without me?’ proudly asks Burnsie. | V@lue. In Amarillo the Missus be- 
gan scrapping with Wanderwell, 
Goldberg becoming innocently in- 
volved. Many charges were made 
at the station house, but every- 
thing dropped after hitting the lo- 
cal papers in time for that evening’s 
| show. 


Show Business 
Most of the dailies remarked that 
on his fourth broadcast Al Jolson 
made a swell come-back. Where 
has he been? 








Brotherly Love — 

One of the better gag writers was BIRTHS 
informed that one of his competi- : 
tors broke his arm. ‘Probably fell| Mr. and Mrs, Jack Gallagher, 
off his files,’ the author remarked. | daughter, Dec. 5, at Good Samaritan 

cole hospital, Los Angeles. Mother is 
Who Said Ladies First? Fanchon Royer, film producer. 

Val Stanton gets the prize for the Mr. and Mrs. Morton Downey, 
largest list of acts sent in to date, |S0n, New York, Dec. 8. Mother is 
with Loney Haskell a close second. | Barbara Bennett. 

Val mailed 285 teams where the 








men led off, some of them being: Mrs. Asch Seeks Divorce 
Santley and Sawyer, Ryan and Nathan Asch, musical director, 


Lee, George White and Lucille | yollywood, Cal., is being sued for 
Cavanaugh, sancroft and Broske | giyorce by Elizabeth Asch of Sher- 
(the Geo. Bancroft of today), Halli- | an. Conn. 

fan and Sykes, Swift and Kelly, Desertion is given as grounds. 








and Oh, stop it Val, you're wearing 
us out. Haskell and Al Fields gave 
us, Filson and Errol, Cross and it’....Just what il’ll get no one 
Josephine, John and Emma Ray. | knows....And Frances Williams’ pet | 


expression is: ‘What’ll be the out- 


Ernie Stanton telephoned Horn and 
” ...Think we'll start a para- 











Hardart but we hung up. | come? 
Gamal | graph on favorite cracks of fam- | 
Ostermania ous people next week....send some 
Harold (composer) Arlen has left | in, you don't have to be famous.... 
for Syracuse to forget....We}| And why is it that most of the peo- 
thought they usually left Syracuse | ple that call you when you're sick 
for the same _ reason....Harlem’s stop phoning as soon as you're 


latest catch-phrase is: ‘That'll get’ well?....ARE YOU READING? 


NORMANDY STORIES AS | 
BESPOKEN IN SPEAKS Hollywood Has Its Own Deep Sea 


coving we Farin wornacs «| —-Phadyground on the Bounding Main 


that east side speak will be Nor- 




















mandie barmaids, slated for a new | > 7 = 
thirstery, also on the east side. ° ° ° 
The French style of costuming is Choice Limited Selling aoeet oe cae = 
deemed more picturesque. Like- | oumen tl ~ “a Y ane oe 
wise, the Frenchy association and Chicago, Dec. 12 — = " ~ — ae o . ge — 
suggestion will be primed to include | : die cdg ee ‘goal _—— oon Ce, wane 
- ped : A fight between a man anc San Pedro nightly at 7:30, goes 
a little m.c.’ing and story telling on | ; ai : speak ; 7 
- woman broke out in a speak- precisely nowhere and returns to 
the side, depending on the type of | easy with much foul language port at 1:30 a It’s the ly bo 
vis-a-vis, whether stag or stag- | embarrassin even hard . an A lie 1 a = . r = pene _ 
gereases, or mixed. apg epeamen gs n é of its Kind, at least in Pacific wa- 
boiled guys. ters. Operators have successfully 
‘You would bring me to a gotten around the U. S. law which 
ALAN JONES DIVORCED dive like this,’ one of the more prohibits a boat, sailing under a 
sensitive customers com- foreign flag, to transport passengers 
: - ylained to a loop hound as the between any American ports with- 
Final Chapter in Checkered Ro ek oxt 1 h be- ine : a er 
mance tavateian Gren Willi quarrel in the next booth be out during the interim touching at 
9 SOS we trams came lowdown. a foreign port. 
A ‘Well,’ said the other,, it was Half an hour after the La Playa 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 12. his or a floor show.’ said ~ adie F . 
. this or a floor show. leaves San Pedro, she is 16 feet over 
Mrs. Bertha Jones, of Pittsburgh, } hree tle limi bar 
i: aaa Wea Wie too the three-mile limit, the bar opens 
" A and gambling starts. Thereafter, 


$100,000 for alienation of affections COAST’S NOVEL RACKET while the La Playa’s propeller keeps 
a year ago, was granted a divorce 


om Seek een h the boat over the three-mile line, 
cate —" rene s yen rw eo T0 GET SUCKER LISTS the passengers gamble, drink, dance 
playing Rusvand, an Jones, last or just loll around. 


with the California Collegians in Class operation has made the boat 


‘Three’s A Crowd.’ At the time ‘ +t +t 
: a : _ Dee 26 popular. An ace dinner, with wine, 
of the alienation suit, Miss Williams Los Angeles, Dec. 1 at $2 per plate has proved an at- 


said she would marry Jones once Latest method of acquiring 2 |/traction. Profit on the boat na- 
she recieved her divorce, but| .uckKer list is the phoney credit as- |turally comes from the gambling, 


Cases Ser BENS SS ee ene sociation, which is .being worked | >Ut no one is elbowed into taking 


and married Lester Clark, a trum- a chance. 

pet player, from whom she has | here currently. Concern has a PI Saf Stat 

since separated. ; legitimate sounding name and has Quin + tng yt gage tors 
Later Mrs. Jones’ damage action |telephone workers calling for in- | wheels, chuck-a-luck and blackjack 

against Miss Williams was settled |¢o-mation of the type that Brad- ‘Gentine tn nese 84) 

out of court. streets or Dun usually seeks. ; 








Preliminary leads are taken from ; 
the city directory and then the KEED ANN LA BARB 
ROCKEFELLERS T0 SEEK workers start asking about wages, 
how much money there is in the 
REMOVAL OF 6TH AY, ‘L’|e22* ana what property is owned. EXCITE ARGUMENTS 
° Done smoothly enough to get by 
———- with most prospective victims. apie 8 Oy 





B A Kl 
The Rockefeller family is re- y JACK PULAS 


ported planning to exert pressure e es ° ° urge? 
looking toward the elimination of Kichi’s Back in Village Kid Chocolate, of Cuba, and Fidel 
La Barba, of the coast, argued out 


‘ ’ 

os po Hag — And Hollywood’s Bereft the matter of the alleged feather- 
that have failed. Now that Radio| Greenwich Village was all ex-| V@i8ht championship with gloves at 
City is getting somewhere as a de-| cited last week over the sudden re- | tM Garden, Friday (9), and when 
velopment, it is said the Rocke-|turn of Sardikichi Hartmann who| the Keed retained the title by the 
fellers will try to get the ‘L’ down | returned without any warning from| Vote Of two judges (referee called 
on the ground it mars the beauty | Hollywood. it a draw), there was wide dis- 
of R. C. and retards improvement| Sardikichi is one of the oldest | CUSSion over the decision. There 
of the avenue in other ways. living specimens of Greenwich Vil- | S®@med to be as much difference of 
The French and Italian govern- | lage ‘in the good old days.’ He was | Pinion among sports scribes as the 
ments which have taken space in|one of the members of the first | ®¥YS Who pay for their tickets, but 
the international buildings of the | ‘villagers,’ of which only Romany | ®°t @8 bitter as the aftermath of 
R. C. development, may join with| Marie remains in New York. last summer's Sharkey-Schmeling 
the Rockefellers and others, it is Several years ago Hartmann went affair. Nor were there any brawls 
said. to California where he became a|®™mong the customers such as 
Another angle may be the dif- | friend of Douglas Fairbanks, messed up the Garden earlier in the 
ficulty in getting the Metropolitan] Charles Chaplin and other picture | Week after the Lewis-Steele wrest 

opera into R. C. because of the ele- | celebrities, although not connected ling fiasco, 
vated, long an eye-sore in any part! with show business himself, outside It was the third meeting between 
of the town. The Met thing might] of a willingness to read his own | the little men and it is yet to be 
lend some influence, it is believed. poetry where and when possible. seen who is clearly the best. Choc- 
olate, winging from all angles 


seemed to have it by a shade but 
he took a pasting and was in 


© ? trouble several times from the 

Ig ots aS eggers as e D lustier socks of the La Barb. As 

for the title, the New York State 

Athletic Commish says the Keed is 


champ while the national boxing 
body names another mite, the coast 


Liquor Racketeering a Game Now Only for | pine sin a tind, Chocolate 
looks a bit the best and although 
the Hoodlums he can’t wallop, goes through all 

the motions. 


7" : . ee The 12th of the 15-round session 
Hollywood, Dec. 12. price for a case of good liquor, the was the big event of the match. 


Several big shot racketeers, still| bootleggers claim that transporta- | , 
listed eite enensi ant oun tion and protection amounted to . papa <a Mls orngan igs + of the 
oe 8 po — around $20 per case. Now with a ‘ : —— ) 


here under cover but claiming they | single case of liquor considered a 


have retired, insist that racketeer-|good order and selling at from $35 Ed B d M de J 
has the Ww. ran a U e 




















ing in the booze business is washed | t® $40, the $20 overhead 
bootlegger in business for his 


up for the smart operators, but is health 

still a good source of revenue for Hood! Take Profit Hollywood, Dec. 12. 

: Soars Vane wre Justice of Peace Edward Brand of 
the hoodlums and will continue to Large operators found that dur- } Universal City, promin nt in pic- 
be so if and when liquor or beer be- | ing the past year the only profit in| ture circles, is to be appointed mu- 
the racket went to those who saw/ nicipal court judge by Governor 
the stuff delivered and the hood-| Rolph, cffectiv 

. i j rs he , ph, cffective Dec. 20. 

SOV. Te Se es be lums necessary to the carrying on His sister is wife of Jack White, 
hoodlum element is already laying | of their game. Result is that most] Fox producer, and he is brother of 
plans for its future and will work|of the big shots have gradually| Harry Brand, United Artist: pub- 
solely through intimidation, its backed out of the business, leaving | licity head. 

: . the little fellows to pick up what a : 
most effective weapon. A right Uy | ¢;-ympbs there are left. 
is easy to terrify, so the boys figure 3ig shots declare they are now MARRIAGES 
that the tough muggs won't have eg square. They figure that if Wynn Terry, showgirl, to Dr. 
any trouble getting a slice of the . _e could make ney = the booze Kenneth Girden, New York, De °. 5. 
. : business with competition what it Bride quit: the chorus of ‘Show 
profits which will come from legal-| was, they should be able to turn to Boat.’ vie . re 
iz . s ~ st "< ig b. j } Y ? Cle 3. 7 , 3 ‘. o 
— . Spe Ait 2H ee Phyllis Beliveau, showgirl, to 
Rum Running Nut ail cial taymond Phelps, ballplayer, Madi- 
There’s no profit in wholesale son, Conn., Dec, 3. Phelps is with 


bootlegging these days. Main trouble rm the Dodgers. 
is that while sales have dropped off Lete an Takes Plunge Karen Morley, pictures, to 


comes legal. 








due to the depresh, the great un- Elmer G. Leterman, Times sq. | Charles Vidor, director, Santa Ana, 
seen overhead of the rum running | figure, formerly of Stebbins, Leter- | Cal. 
business still exists and has not|}man & Gates, Inc., insurance firm, Cyrena Smith, stage, and Irving 


been cut commensurate with the] lists $139,851 in debts in a voluntary | Horowitz, lawyer, obtain a marriage 
fall off in retail business. In other] bankruptcy petition. His assets are | license in New York. To be mar- 
words, the racketeers still have to| $8. Leterman’s address is given as | ried Thursday (15). 








pay off at the same old rate. It| 239 Central Park West, New York. Mona Lowe, blues singer, will 
costs just as much for transporta Principal creditors are his former | leave NBC this week to marry Paul 
|tion and squaring angles as it did/ firm for $32,769; Bank of the U. S., | Rickenbacker, announcer at’ KFI, 
two years ago, but the bottle price | $60,209 and Leon Allenberg, $15,000. | Los Angeles. 
|has dropped 50% below its 1930} These debts are secured or partially Jeannette Hyde, publicity secre- 
figure. secured, | tary, Publix Des Moines theatre, 
At one time, when the booze mar- Leterman’s $8 in assets are ex- | married Dec. 6 to Frank R. Eyerly, 
ket was bearish and $60 was a fair|clusive of pledged collateral! ; Des Moines newspaper man, 
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Mann gets five 
igles lottery conviction 
$12,000. Frank E. 
the Eagles’ mag, gets 
four months and $4,000 nick, and 
Bernard C Bi ‘Guire, who promoted 
the affair, Ss a year and a 
and loses 31: 2.000. 


Conrad H 
in the FE: 
Also fined 
ring, ed of 


Marilyn 


mnt 
rit 


hotel, 
her engagemé 
Permitted to land 


Til in a London 
Miller announces 
to Don Alvarado. 





in England without passports, but 
must come home Dec. 17. Unable 
to visit France when the ‘Bremen’ 
stopped at Cherbourg. No passport 
because she was carried off without 
intention. She wanted to see Jack 
Pickford, her former husband, who 
is ill in Paris. 

Counsel for IATSE in Sam Kap- 
lan trial characterizes him as ‘Pub- 


of all union labor,’ 
in which 











lic Enemy No. 1 
at trial of injunction suit 
justice reserves decision. 





Two girls were held in $500 bail | 
for trial in Special Sessions in the 


West Side court. Charge is nude | 
dancing at a bachelor dinner at 
an uptown hotel. 


Martha A. Fitzgerald, 
she used to be in vaude under 
name of Rita Forth, arrested 
Somerville, N. J., on a charge of | 
obtaining money under false pre- 
tenses. Alleged she persuaded a 
local man to advance her $4,500 on 
representation she had $25,000 in aj} 
N. Y. bank. 


who stated 
the 
in | 


Latest Florida gag is 
bathing suits for the gals. 


rubber 





Mrs. Bertha Jones, of Pittsburgh, 
who a couple of years ago sued 
Frances Williams for alienating her 
husband's affections, was granted a 





divorce from Allan R. Jones last 
week. 
Anna Case, who’s Mrs. Clarence 


returning to the 
Only a few dates. 


Mackay, intends 
concert stage. 
Roxy first. 





Taylor Holmes joins Roxy's staff 
to produce sketches at the Radio 
City amusement twins. 


Fred Buckley, who sought to ex- 
tort $1,000 from Phillips Lord (Seth 
Parker), sentenced to three years in 
Atlanta. 








William 
annu: 1 Chri 
Yomen. To give 14 special morn- 


A. Brady announces the 
stmas revival of ‘Little 


ing and afternoon performances at} ins on the Radio City site to the 
the Playhouse, first Dec. 23 Rockefeller interests. Consideration 
{ is not indicated, but assumed he 





Ernest Hemmingway refuses to 
see his ‘Farewell to Arms’ in film 
because he no like the happy ending 


substituted. Film was world-pre- 
miered at Piggott, Ark., where he’s 
hunting. 


‘Stocketeers’ 
word. 


newest 
Coined to describe men who 


newspaper 


use blue sky in their racket. treasurer of the Mayfair theatre 
—— Saturday 10) in his office in the 
Connie Boswell off the air last}! mezzanine. Got about $1,000, but 
week. Illness. Not serious. failed to get a larger sum back of 
— a protective shutter in the safe. 
George White names his new pro- i ‘ : 
It’s the Rom- Piece of scenery used in ‘Take a 


duction ‘Love Story.’ 
berg-Carpenter-Caesar musical. 





Hyman Abrams, taxi driver, held and slightly bruising Mildred Ste- 
in Brooklyn for trying to extort] vens and Frances Gordon. Hap- 
$1,000 from Eddie Cantor. Wrote| pened in view of the audience, but 
him to mail a certified check to the | "0 Panic. Jack Whiting, who was 


general delivery window and told 


when he would call. A cop was| of the curtain and continued the 
waiting for him. He explained he| c#orus while the curtain was 
thouzht he would get it ‘because | dropped. 


Cantor would fear the publicity.’ 
Sent to the hoosegaw instead of the 
observation ward. 





tachel Crothers’ new fund for 
actors will be launched this after- 
noon (Tuesday), at the Royale 
theatre. 

Karl Kruger, formerly of Seattle 
symphony orch., conductor of the 
N. Y. Music Guild this season. 





of RCA building in 
Center completed. 
Chilean pianist, 
back home. 

National Alliance of the Theatre 
seeking to reonen admisison tax 
with Congress. Points out that tax 
has failed to bring in estimated rev- 
enue, so doesn’t help and does hurt 
the manager. 

Federal enforcement officer an- 
nounces concentration on commer- 
cal bootlaggers before’ bothering 
with the small fry. Small fry re- 
joicing. 


Stone shell 
Roce kefeller 


Juan Re 
ported missing, 


ves, re- 








New 
known as 


tice drama will be 
the People.’ 
Holman: settles on $18,000,- 
the ‘potential worth’ of her | 
unborn baby in a settlement nego- | 
tiation with the estate. Amount 
allowed will probebly be much 
That's just the asking price. 
—_——— - = | 
Guthrie MeClintic will wi 
‘Criminal at Large’ from the 
Sat. (17) room for 


Eimer 
‘We, 





Libby 
000 as 


less 





thdraw | 
Relasco} 


to make Katha 






months 


Her- | 


day |} 


opera, was filed in Watertown, N. Y., 


: retire 


will open 
he following Tuesday Last show 


the 80th performance. 


Cornell, who 
will be 
Roxy imports first Hammon- 
Bechstein pianos for Radio City. 
They use electrical amplification in- 
stead of the usual sounding board, 
delivering the music through a loud- 
peaker. Capable of a great varia- 
tion in tonal quality. Can fill a the- 
atre or require the use of earphones 
for the pianist himeelf. 

Sam H. Harris gets a rebate of 
$15,077 taxes on the property owned 
by his late wife and which he paid. 
Asked for repayment before the dis- 
iribution of the estate and the court 
zranted his motion. 

Actors Dinner Club will hold a 
benefit New Year's Eve ball at the 
Waldorf. 





for 
Yale 


puppet shows in town 
At the Lyric, at 
Sue Hastings. 


Three 
Christmas. 
iheatre, and 


Georgette Armfield, known in 
vaude as Georgia Gray got a ticket 
for parking three hours. Soaked 
three bucks and tells the magistrate 
she'll never play another cops’ bene- 
fit. Had done three in two weeks 
and look where it got her. § Still 
five smackers. 


Brass co. pasted the first plaster 
on Rockefeller Center. Two liens 
for meta® supplied, one’s $7,094.06, 
and the other $11,708.68. 

Motions from both sides in the 
matter of the use of the Roxy name 
heard Thursday by led. judge 


were 
Coffey. Counsel were told to file 
briefs. Decision later. 

Thursday (8) Mayor McKee re- 


fused a stage permit to the Huteh- 
inson children who made the At- 
lantic hop with their parents. They 
were to have tried out at the Pros- 


pect theatre, Brockiyn. 
Will of the late Hilda Clark 
“ower, once well known in light 


Dec. 8. Gross given as $25,683. 


William Fox finally sells his hold- 


sot a handsome price for the six 
lots which constituted about half 
the frontage on 6th avenue between 
‘Sth and 49th sts. No immediate 
improvement is contemplated, but 
eventually a 32-story office building 
will be erected. 


Lone bandit held up John O'Dea, 


at the Saturday mat. 
injuring Julie Jenner 


Chance’ fell 
(19), severely 


leading a number, stepped in front 


Harry G. Kosch offered his resig- 
nation as receiver of the old Roxy 
Friday. Told Federal Judge Caffey 
it took all of his time and was hurt- 
ing his own business. Urged a con- 
tinuance of the receivership beyond 
Thursday (15), when the present 
receivership term | expires. 





Beer boosters fear the addition of 
wines to the relief measure. Argue 
that wine can run up its percentage 
to 12 without help, and that might 
be used as an argument against en- 
tire bill. Urge beer first and then 
fight over wine. 
store offering bars for 
home, with brass rail, as low 
$13.95. Folds up when not in 
to fit small apartments. 


the 
as 
use 


Dept. 


Talbot 
atry’ may 
around 


Jennings’ ‘This Side Idol- 

be Guild's third show, in 
Jan. It's about Shakespeare. 

Consuelo Flowerton Fock gets her 
interlocutory decree from her hus- 
band, Dirk Fock, Dutch orch. leader. 
He had already divorced her and re- 





married. She brought her suit to 
have the Dutch decree set aside. 
She is granted custody of their 
child. | 
—~ j 

Lambs plan their second gambil} 
of the season at their elubhouse 


Sunday night (18). 


Garden City, L. I., is to get its) 
{3 . | r 4 , ' 
first theatre. Zoning rules have 
previously kept theatres out. 
_ | 
Croshb Galg ] : bought the 
l its to Sa mrs rass th It's { 


FETT TIT bt ttt ; a 


| Receiving hospital recovering 
| injuries 


;} ter parents of John Charles 







about a telephone exchange 
and uses the in- 


a play 
zirl who listens in 
ormation. 





| Tallulah Bankhead talking seri- 
ously with Max Gordon about going 
| into a play. 





Jane Cowl reported interested in 
‘Hervey House,’ play of English life 
which covers 23 years. Author not 
announced, 








Leon Leitrim, formerly Florence 


| Walton’s dance partner, suing 
Macklyn Raymond for $100,000 for 
false arrest. In the West Side 


Court recently charged with failure 
to pay over some money, but case 
was dismissed. 





William Kauffman, who was to 
have received $25,000 from the es- 
tate of the late Joe Leblang, asks 
that his widow be required to give 
an accounting. Says he has not 
received the bequest. Court or- 
dered inventory to be filed by Feb. 9 





Appellate court refused Friday (9) 
to set aside the decision of Surro- 
gate Foley permitting the Pulitzer 
trustees to sell the ‘World’ prop- 
erties. 





Jilson Setters, of Lost Hope Hol- 
low, Ky., aged mountaineer, here on 
his way to London to play at Al- 
bert Hall, London. Will fiddle the 
old Elizabethan airs brought to the 
Appalachians 300 years ago and 





handed down as a tradition. Nota 
hillbilly singer. 

Rosamunde Merrivale, who goes 
in ‘The Last Judgment,’ daughter 


of Phillip Merivale. 


Police starting after barber shops 
in the vicinity of Grand Central 
which work a racket on out-of- 
towners. If they get a shave or a 
haircut barber pretends to find in- 
sects in hair and soaks fancy price 
for exterminator. 





Lillian Roth to marry Judge Benj. 





Shalleck, of the Municipal court 
sometime next month. 
Lydia Summers, contralto, gets 


the $5,000 award in the Atwater 
Kent radio tests. She’s a N. Y. 
gal. Wilson Angel, basso, of Win- 
ston-Salem gets the men's prize. 
‘Great Magoo’ reneges on that an- 
nounced closing last Sat. Billy Rose 
Siys biz is up: But you can’t cut in 
on picture rights until a play has 
run three weeks. Maybe that's it. 








Harriet Hoctor held tryouts for 
dancers for her new act yesterday 
(Tues.). Sent Sunday wires to 
drama eds asking the news be 
spread. It was. 


Coast 


Damages of $51,600 are asked by 
Charlotte Jackson, actress, from 
Glenn Wallick in suit filed in Supe- 
rior court, L. A. Complaint charges 
injuries in an auto accident result- 
ing from careless driving. 








Engagement of Louis’ Brock, 
Radio shorts producer, and Helen 
Collins, niece of Austin Parker, 
writer, announced, 





Oliver C. Stratton of Fox and 
Norman Lacy of Universal head a 
company which plans large scale 
mining operations for gold near 
tandsburg, Cal. 


L. A. city ordinance prohibiting 
captive balloons for advertising 
purposes has been upheld by Supe- 
rior Judge Yankwich, who has de- 
nied an injunction to Claude F. Mc- 
Faul against the city. 





Kenneth Decker and O. W. Con- 
nell have been named co-receivers 
by U. S. District Judge McCormick 
in L. A. for the Jackson Bell Co., 
radio manufacturers. Liabilities of 
company are placed at $163,178, with 
accounts receivable at $97,482 and 
machinery and plant valued at 
$95,541. 


Performers of the ‘Rose of Flan- 


ders’ company have. filed claims 
with the state labor commission 


igainst Josepn Finger, Samuel Gel- 
berg and Edward Royce to recover 
unpaid wages for the final week’s 
playing. Claims totaling 35 range 
from $4.50 to $41.93. 
Charles Gore, son of 
theatre owner, is in the 


Mike 
Holly 


Gore, 
wood 
from 


received when he was se- 





verely beaten by three bandits 
Barbara Stanwyck and her hus- | 
band, Frank Fay, are now the fos- 


19 months old, the final 


Ldoption 


Loo 2+ 41)5 144444: 


News From the Dailies 


This deparimeni contains rewritten theatrical news items as published during the week in the 
daily papers of New York, Chicago, San Francisco, Hollywood and London. 
credit for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 





Variety takes no 


papers having been signed by L. A. 
Superior Judge Blake. Fays later 
sailed from ’Frisco for a vacation 
in Honolulu. 





James Dunn and Maureen O'Sul- 
livan have admitted their engage- 
ment, 





Introduction of the 40-hour week 
at the major studios has given work 
to 432 previously unemployed crafts- 
men during the past four weeks. 
Salaries paid them totalled $25,000. 





Society for the Perpetuation of 
Squid, organization of L. A. news- 
paper scribes, will hold an annual 
hi-jinks to raise funds for prizes 
for journalistic achievements. 


Poison al.nost resulted in the 
death of Mrs. Ouida Jackson, Holly- 
wood actress. Foiice said it was a 
suicide attempt, although the femme 
and her mother said she mistook the 
liquid for a mouth wash. 


Mid-West 


Mary Baker, 30, said to have for- 
merly owned a cabaret at 3lst and 
Calumet, Chicago, was injured in an 
auto accident and may die. Her 
companion was booked by police 
when giving vague answers about 
where they had been, where they 
were going, or where Miss Maker 
lived. 











Chicago hotel owners were again 
warned against running keno games. 
In case they didn’t know it, keno is 
labelled as gambling and agin the 
law. 


Donna Damérel Griffiths, the 
‘Marge’ half of Myrt and Marge, got 
a divorce in Chicago and $10 weekly 
for the support of a two-year-old 
child. Hubby is prexy of U. S. 
Sound and Recording Company. 
Cruelty charged. 





Yellow Cab retaliated against the 
cut-rate Public Taxi Service in Chi- 
cago by calling public attention to 
the racketeering conditions formerly 
obtaining in the hack industry. ‘Do 
you want rackets te step into and 
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take all these benefits away from 
you”’ inquired Yellow Cab, forget- 
ting to mention that its rates of 25- 
10 compare with New York’s 15-5 as 
rather costly metropolitan service. 





Mayor Cermak organized a ‘hoode- 
lum squad’. First activity was a 
raid on Jeffery Tavern that netted 
two coin machines, no liquor, and a 
cell on suspicion for Albert Strook, 


owner. Latter has a police record 
as safe-cracker. Tavern wasn't 
closed after the visit. 

Horace Brahms and _ Eleanor 


Phelps will come to Chicago Dec. 18 
in the leading roles of ‘Left Bank’. 
It goes into the Harris. 





Bert Frohman confessed to Cleve- 
land newshawks that he used to be 
Johnny Brannigan 10 years ago. At 
that time he was a prize fighter. 





Ex-Sherif€ John Sulzmann, ousted 
from office for permitting horse- 
race betting in Cuyahoga County, 
Ohio, was denied a rehearing of the 
case. State Supreme bench said 
John was out and would stay that 
way. 





Ralph Parks, 21. and Ed Kirkle, 
39, are in custody charged with 
hurling stench bombs at the Lib- 
erty, Council Bluffs, Ia. House 
owned by Ben Harding has had 
continuous labor disorders’ since 
1920, 





Edward Springer, 56, described as 
a circus man recently connected 
with Sells-Floto, was killed in an 
auto accident near Alvin, Wis. Com- 
panion was hurt. 





Marion Ford, 19, and Annette Solo- 
mon, 20, actresses with an RKO 
vaude act, filed damage action for 
$100,000 against John Hughes of 
Chicago. His car struck girls near 
Mein, Til, Sept. 5, 1932. 





Auditorium, revamped, will house 
the Triangle club show from Prince- 
ton University during the Christmas 
holidays in Chicago. It’s an annual 
visit but a new theatre. 





‘Gas’ by George Kaiser, German 
impressionistic tidbit, was the num- 
ber two effort of the Little Theatre 
of St. Louis. Neal Caldwell di- 
rected. 





Sunday pictures defeated in 1920, 
1923 and 1925, became an actuality 
in Oak Park, Ill, Dec. 4. Manager 
forced the issue to an election and 
won 19,000 to 14,000. 





Charlie White, athletic instructor, 
signed by Balaban & Katz. He will 
lecture in outlying houses on his 





muscle sense system. 











“ “a. watewstes succens.”’— ~~ mnen rican. 


GEORGE 
MADEMOISELLE 


By JACQUES DEVAL 

with A. E, MATTHEWS 
PLAYHOUSE, 48 St. E.of B’y. BR. 9-2628 
Eves. 8:40. MATS. WED. & SAT., 2:40 








PEGGY FEARS Presents 


MUSIC IN THE AIR 


By Jerome Kern & Osear Hammerstein 24 
Curtain Rises at 8:30 Sharp 


THEATRE, 52 St., W. of B'y. 
ALVIN Matinees Thursday & Saturday 
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wy JOHN GOLDEN presents q 


6 
When Ladies Meet 
its sympathy.’—Eve. Post. 4 
aaa 
On the Sereen 
On the PAUL Whiteman 


By RACHEL CROTHERS 
W. 45th St.CH. 
watee BEERY " FLESH 
a & Orch. & Radie Stars 
5 +S f WO sdded Aatrast’n 
yo: DOWNEY 
Ot 


“As rich tn its humor as it is warm tina 
Thea. 
& __. 8.40. Mts. Wa . Thre. 
BwWAY with Ricarde Cortez, Karen Morley 
Hayes, Novarro in 




























*‘Son- Daughter’ 


Coming: 


TH AVENUE 


O xX 7 ia ae STREET 
ME AND MY GAL 


Spencer TRACY Joan BENNETT 
On the Huxe Stag 
PEARL of the EAST “OLD _ ORLEANS" 
Roxy Orchesira 
New Low Prices—35¢ to 1 P. M. 
Beginning Friday, JACK HOLT in ““Man Against 
Woren'’—On the Stage, ANNA CASE MacKAYE 











Cireene., | 


A $40,000 debt to the U. S. gov- 
ernment for back income tax and 
only $40 in cash caused Superior 
Court Referee Arthur P. Will of 
lL. <A. to discharge the citation 
against Harry Langdon, who had 
been asked to explain why he had 
not paid a $60,000 judgment to his 
former wife, Frances Langdon, 


BRADY vd 
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BETTER SHOW cz RKO! 
ARKO MAYFAIR 2%", 


at 47+ 


& “SECRETS OF THE 
FRENCH POLICE” 


with GWILI ANDRE 
FRANK MORGAN 
GREGORY RATOFF 

An RKO Radio Picture 


gee te 2 P.M., 35: 
P.M. to Close, 5he 


RKO PALAC 


EDDIE 


CANTOR 


“The Kid from Spain” 


TWICE DAILY, 2:45, 8:45 


Sat. 2:45, 8:45, 11:45 
3 SHOWS Sun. 2:45, 545, 8:45 


















B'WAY 
ot 47th 





ALL SEATS RESERVED 
FERKO 86 th ST. vex ave 
to Fri., Dee. 14-16 


MAIR MAIL” 
with Ralph Bellamy, 
Gloria Stuart 
anc 


Evalyn Knapp in 


“SLIGHTY MARRIED” 
08! st ST. sroadway 


to Fri., Dee. 14-16 


RALPH BELLAMY 
GLORIA STUART 


“AIR MAIL” 














On the Screen 
Warren 


<. WILLIAM 
in “3 ON A MATCH” 






with Joan BLONDELL—In Person 
Gso. Oisen & Orch. and Ethel 
Shutta; and Radio Rubes 
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VARIETY 51 





Irving Foy reported okay now on 
the coast. 

Georgie Raft attracting gapers on 
the street. 

Jack Whiting is kissing the hero- 
fine in ‘Take a Chance.’ 

Does that big new ring of Jeane 
Cohen’s mean anything? 

Arthur Loew landed in London 
yesterday (12) from Africa. 

Harry Rosenthal’s, flu. cancelled 
the Sun. nite Music Box dance. 

Milt Feld had a private nurse 
when he was sick a couple weeks 
ago. 

George Brown lost around 15 
pounds as a result of his recent ill- 
ness. 

Lynn Farnol quickly to Sam Gold- 
wyn's defense when latter is being 
ribbed. 

Benjamin Dayid is trying to in- 
terest legit and film producers in a 
play he has. 

Hal Horne’s little daughter on the 
Coast wrote him asking if report 
he’s coming west was true, 

Joe Harris, self-styled mayor of 
Broadway, urges benches on Broad- 


way for press agents as his latest 
plank. 

Father of Joe Newman of the 
Broadway theatre ticket agency 


died last week. He lost a sister re- 
cently. 

It's Mr. and Mrs. Johnny Perkins, 
not Mr. and Mrs. Bobby Perkins 
who have decided upon that baby 
for February. 

Only publicity Peggy Fears has 
muffed so far is a summons for her 
dog not having a muzzle. Perhaps 
she hasn't a dog. 

Happy Benway’s specially con- 
trived holiday card has a P. S. read- 
ing: ‘If not heard from in 30 days, 
call up Campbell's.’ 

Dave sold a lot of sandwiches to 
the ‘Walk a Little Faster’ cast for 
the dress rehearsal so he got his 
tux out for the opening. 

Orders to the wife: ‘Lay off 
Christmas presents this year. Send 
cards, I can't get enough dough to- 
gether to bet on a horse.’ 

Hotel St. Moritz show for Al 
Jockers, once prominent cafe band 
maestro, was well supported by the 
tin pan alleyites, Jockers is now in 
Saranac, 

During first act intermish at the 
opening of ‘The Great Magoo’ Richy 
Craig confided to a friend: ‘I’m go- 
ing next door to Minskys to cool 
off.’ 

N. T. Granlund kept those ‘Kid 
From Spain’ girls so busy at the 
Central Park Casino luncheon tak- 
ing photographs their dinners got 
cold. 

Only one article of food is taboo 
in President-elect Roosevelt’s diet, 
and that is bananas, Will eat, every- 
thing else, heavy or light, fancy or 
plain. 

All the snooty niteries and supper 
clubs are staging special galas, 
averaging $10 per head inclusive, 
for the unemployment relief fund 
drives, 


The Jack Haleys have purchased 
It’s 
about 50 miles north from Times 


a home at Lake Mahopac. 


square, Going to call it the Haleys 
Open Door. 


Jimmy Campbell’s square handle 


is James Allen Balfour Campbell- 
Tyrie, but the visiting English 
music pub even has it simplified on 
his passport. 

Cliff Clifton, the Village Grove 
Nuttery’s radio m. c. who was slated 
to vacash in Liberty, N. Y., for his 
health, still stalling around the Vil- 
lage nite life. 

Leo Reisman’s' orchestra 
Reisman performed Sat. nite and 
henceforth at Pierrette owing 
small money prohibiting the maes- 
tro’s personal presence. 

A. C. Blumenthal is still shy over 


‘his $100,000 job waiting for Jimmy 


Walker when Walker was mayor. 
Maybe Walker doesn’t want it now 
he didn’t want it then. 

Mary Heaton in town and due to 
go off any minute to either Paris, 
or California or Chicago. And may- 
be she’ll just stay on. Or, on the 
other hand, maybe it’ll be Nice. 

Bali Bali girls have doubled up in 
the New York advertising. At first 
the pictures’ exploiters used one 
for the bust and when no squawk, 
put it on double, still on the bust. 

Raymond Covert, Paul Davin, 
Marshall Reed and Henry Swain 
into John and Christo’s Five o’Clock 
Club for the vocal interludes. They 
were the Musketeers of ‘Americana.’ 

Quite a Hollywood quota around 
Broadway on vacash, with the shift 
being further east, to Europe, after 
Xmas when quite a few film celebs 
will be floating around the Con- 
tinent, 

D. A. and Mrs. Doran left Satur- 
day (10) for Los Angeles for a va- 
cation of two weeks or more. While 
away Doran, Par’s resigned east- 
érn story editor, will read over a 
number of plays for his legit pro- 
ducing venture, 

Stock Exchange ticker now gives 
trading volume in the nearest 100,- 
00 shares. Used to show exact 


heures, but was changed to near- | to 


sans 


to 


ber game supposed to pay off on 
figures of day’s total. 

Autograph hounds worse pests 
than ever around the premieres. 
The habit seems to be spreading. 
The visiting Hollywood celebs tak- 
ing it as big as ever. The auto- 
graph thing is funny itself, but 
there’s something particularly pe- 
culiar about it seeing Georgie 
Raft, who used to be one of ‘the 
boys’ around the Square, doing the 
Spencerian routine, dressed up in 
tails ’n’ everything. 





Riviera 
By Frank Scully 


Alice Terry in on Rex. 

‘Fun in Bed’ party for Max Schus- 
ter, 

Jimmy Walker 
regularly. 

Looks like fifteen years for Mike 
Romanoff. 

Zanzibar a speak for pansy sailors 
in Cannes. 

Harry Wortn entertaining titled 
sappoes but still plenty limp from 
that stroke. 

George Antheil’s ‘Private Life of 
Helen of Troy’ to premiere at Chi 
World's Fair. 

French version of Lady Mc- 
Carthy’s ‘Monte Carlo  Indiscre- 
tions’ in circ, 

George Robey through with San- 
cho Panzo role in Don Quixote and 
gone to London for a shave. 

Nat Ferber off Conte Grandi 
bussed a Riviera scribe on each 
cheek pleasing 50,000,000 French- 
men, 

A. E. Dupont whe directed ‘Va- 
riety’ used Villa Variety for night 
shots of his new one, ‘The Mara- 
thon Runner.’ 

Riviera over-run with mooching 
muggs who came over for a free 
ride on the new Conte di Savoia 
leaving Noy. 30. 

Mrs. Chauncey Olcott writing late 
Chauncey’s private life and plug- 
ging a Russian general's confes- 
sions on the side, 

Prigitte Helm swimming in Monte 
Carlo pool, which is asking for 
pneumonia these frigid days even 
if you're paid for it. 

A. V. M. sent Jimmy Walker to a 
hideaway hotel near Peggy Joyce’s 
place and then realized the hotel 
had burned down two months be- 
fore. 

J. P. McEvoy penciled in to Villa 
Variety for a split week says reason 
tabs panned ‘Americana’ was that 
they sent their hoofers to review it 
and it was over their feet. 

Jimmy Walker, wanting to find 
Villa Variety, was told it was on 
Avenue Mont Alban. He couldn't 
get it on the phone. ‘Alban,’ party 
repeated, ‘one letter short of Al- 
bany.’ ‘If it were six letters short 
of that place it would be okay with 
me,’ cracked the gay cavalier, 


Montreal 


Frank Phillips dead. 

Alec Dewar out of hospital. 

Ernie Stone sails for England. 

Jim McDonagh writes Saturday 
colyum from hospital. 

Move to use British films gaining 
strength. Exchange helps. 

Montreal Symphony orchestra to 
be given break by Radio Commis- 
sion. 

Local bookmakers threaten to 
quit following protracted raids by 
police. 

Morgan Powell wined and dined 
on 50 years’ press career old coun- 
try and here. 

Police automobile sale realizes 50c 
for spick-and-snan sedan which pur- 
chaser drives away. 

Jimmy Adams got only full house 
of week at Loew’s when Vets Bene- 
fit show given Wednesday midnite 


back to shaving 











(Dec. 7). 
Midnite shows New Year’s Eve 
liable to suffer downtown, since 


seven nabes at much lower admish 
will operate them. 

J. Arthur Dupont, late of CKAC, 
borrowed by Canadian Broadcast- 
ing Commission to direct French 
language program, 

Exchange difference bringing in 
| hordes of visitors from nearest U.S. 
|points to do Xmas shopping here. 
Theatres getting a little of it. 

United Amusement Corporation, 
operating 17 nabes here, will slash 
payrolls Jan. 1. Everyone of these 
houses in red during December. 

Children’s movie campaign begin- 
}ning to boil. Currently minors un- 
|der 16 barred from theatres, but 
church basements have been get- 
iting them. Theatre men to ask 
Quebec 
|} endorse admission of minors over 14 
and to allow latter to come in if ac- 
companied by parer*s. Failing that 


have 








“st 100,000 to defeat Harlem num-! films for children. 


legislature next month to! 


censors approve certain | 
itea with Cicely 


London 





George Black throwing party, with 
Cardini entertaining. 

Yvonne Arnaud down with flu. 

Julian Rose recuperating at Har- 
rogate. 

La Belle Rose over here, but not 
working. 

Mrs. Gus Yorke in hospital with 
hip fracture. 

Peter Arno off to Berlin, return- 
ing in a week. 


king, visiting here. 
Harry Foster 

weeks in New York. 

Fred Barnes dolng the he-man 
stuff at Jones’s eatery. 

Palladium ‘Crazy Bill’ 
hold over a fifth week. 

Evelyn Waugh, novelist, 
South America Dec. 2, 

Gus Yorke to speak before the 
Gallery First-Nighters. 

Gloria Swanson at a dress parade 
at Quaglino’s restaurant. 

Harold Lloyd back after calling on 
the ex-Kaiser in Holland. 

Sir Alfred Butt attacking the to- 
talisator as a menace to racing. 

Edward Everett Horton being 
shown around London by Rebla. 

Continental agents invading Pal- 
ladium for opening of ‘Crazy Month.’ 

Lawrence Wright throwing a din- 
ner and dance for friends and staff. 

The latest Alhambra flop, ‘A Kiss 
in Spring,’ said to be Leslie Stoll’s 
idea. 

Eddie Ready, formerly with Ma- 
linoff Quartet, now with Marcelle 
Trio. 

Tetrazzini returning to London to 
sing for charity at Albert Hall, 
Dec. 8. 

A receiving order in bankruptcy 
has been made against Arthur 
Prince. 

Bud Flanagan out of the Palla- 
dium crazy month, with internal 
trouble. 

Victoria Palace closing week of 
Dec. 19 and then back to twice 
nightly. 

Kennerley Rumford, baritone hus- 
band of Clara Butt, now golf club 
secretary. 

Kimberly and Page now billing 
themselves Helen Page, with Leon 
Kimberly. 

‘Grand Hotel’ going to Grand 
theatre, Birmingham, as Christmas 
attraction, 

Eric Wollheim, Sidney Burns and 
Albert Carson in conference on big 
picture deal. 

Major Montague Gluckstein’s wed- 
ding present to Tex McLeod was a 
large bedstead. 

Mrs. Herbert Clayton running 
posh apartment house, with eye to 
American trade. 

Prince George interested spec- 
tator of Peter Arno’s drawings, on 
exhibition here. 

Bud Flanagan 
Allen) off Palladium bill, 
gallstone trouble. 

Reilly and Comfort receiving 
orchids over the footlights, which 
is not an English custom. 

Violet Lorraine just received her 
Gaumont British contract to star in 
‘Britannia of Billingsgate.’ 

Colleano Family raving about 
their London apartment, claiming 
has all modern contrivances. 
| The press agent for Drury Lane 
| has discovered Charlotte Greenwood 
|is half British: which half? 
| Variety Artists Federation meet- 
ing all vaudeville managements for 
| friendly conference early Feb. 

‘Birds of the Night,’ another of 
' those Frenchy exposures, due at 
Prince of Wales for five weeks. 

Indie agents figuring Gaumont 
British might introduce the fran- 
chise idea for agents over here. 

Leon Morton coming over from 
| Paris to appear in the forthcoming 
| revue, ‘Ballyhoo,’ at the Comedy. 

Jose Collins just published her 
memoirs—very outspoken — under 
title, ‘The Maid of the Mountains.’ 

British Equity passed the closed 
shop vote at their meeting Dec. 1, 
and this will come into force Jan. 1. 

Paul Murray holds exclusive on 
| Nora Gregor for pictures or shows 
in Englands, with artist due here 
shortly. 

Arch Selwyn submitted offers for 
two imminent Cochran’ shows, 
‘Magnolia Street’ and ‘Mother o’ 
| Pear],’ 

Sir Oswald Stoll protesting in 
print at the press reception accord- 
'ed his newest show, ‘A Kiss in 
| Spring.’ 

Harold Lloyd expected to attend a 
mayoral banquet at Blyth, North- 
umberland, where he {is looking up 

| relatives. 

Windmill theatre, that discovered 

! John Tilley, celebrating the come- 

| dian’s engagement to their lounge 

attendant. 

General Electric Co., of which Sir 

| H. Hurst is the head, are said to be 

| behind all the Gaumont British re- 

‘cent deals: 

Fidward 


likely to 


off to 


(Flanagan and 
due to 








Everard Horton taking 





Madame Ritz, widow of the hotel | 


home after five | 





of the King.’ 





Team of queue entertainers elaim | 
having been regular broadcast fea- | 


ture, and have appeared with Sidney) 
Howard in film. 

Despite denials of approaching 
marriage, the Duke of Leinster wed 
Mrs. Van Neck of New York at the 
Savoy Chapel, Dec. 1. 

Edna Ferber and George S. Kauf- 
man surveying English talent for 
‘Dinner at Eight,’ opening Palace 
theatre around Christmas. 

Arthur Rigby again entering for 
the matrimonial stakes, this time a 
near relative of the Lupino family, 
much younger than Rigby. 

Renee Houston, of the Houston 
Sisters, married Pat Aherne Nov. 
28. Bridegroom sailing this week 
to make pictures for RKO. 

Rumored engagement between 
Sam FPurns, manager’ Leicester 
Square Theatre and Pamela Foster, 
society girl and professional dancer. 


Australia 


By Eric Gore 








Only one evening paper operating 
in Sydney. ‘World’ recently folded 
after a year’s battle. 

Disaster to the Arthur Loew 
plane, ‘Spirit of Fun,’ was given 
front page space in the local papers. 

‘White Zombie’ did a quick flop 
when screened in Sydney. Picture 
booked in for a run, but could only 
last two weeks to poor trade. 

R. L. (‘Snowy’) Baker is here to 
buy polo ponies for members of the 
Hollywood colony. Baker returns 
on the Mariposa this week (Nov. 
20). 

George Wallace, Australian come- 
dian, has been offered a contract to 
play in comedies for Universal in 
Hollywood. Will leave early next 
year, 

To put over the Australian pic- 
ture, ‘His Royal Highness,’ five B 
class stations were used to put on 
the air the musical numbers from 
the production. 

Cricket all the rage here just now, 
and mighty battles expected be- 
tween England and Australia. Brit- 
ish Dominion Films has given free 
entree to the entire English team to 
all of their theatres. 

The late Captain Dickson as- 
tounded Australians when he took 
off from a small park with only a 
run of 200 yards. Previously the 
captain had been refused permis- 
sion to make a getaway from a 
Sydney street. 


Canton 


By Rex McConnell 





Stage thows soon for Canton. 

Reopened Palace leaves only Ly- 
ceum dark, 

Al Hall agenting Dick 
Snyder’s band. 

George Delis, 


for 


three years man- 


ager Capitol, Steubenville, new 
manager Palace. 
Colonial, Akron, goes dark next 


week until holidays to permit new 
sound installation. 

Chic Scoggin plays Land O’Dance 
here, then heads for Milwaukee for 
severa] weeks’ stay. 

Dick Kelly’s band, local combo, 
gets half hour four days a week on 
local station WHBC. 

RKO Palace, Akron, going after 
biz with double feature first runs 
for first time in history. 

W. A. Finney, western division 
manager Loews, spends several 
days in Canton and Akron. 

Keith Chambers revives organ 
music at Palace and acts also as 
assist manager of the house. 

First legit of the season due at 
Colonial, Akron, December 15. 
Ethel Water's ‘Rhapsody in Black.’ 

talph Smith books ‘Moonshine 
and Honeysuckle’ for late Decem- 
ber at auditorium, first legit of the 
season, 

Union picture machine operators 
and stage hands picketing Palace, 
recently reopened with non-union 
operators. 

Howard Rice, local bandsman, 
heads new dance band called ‘The 
Parodians.’ Made debut recently 
and clicked from the start. 

Cecil Armitage, former local 
bandsman, deserts own combo to 
take regular job with Capitol the- 
atre orchestra in New York. 

Carl Graub, local lad many years 
with Johnny Hamp’s band, leaves 
that combo, to play fiddle for Henry 
Thies’s orchestra in Cincinnati. 

Bill Copeland, deserts promoting 
theatricals and fights to bally sound 
advertising with newly purchased 
white Ford, equipped with PA sys- 
tem. 


recovering 





Courtneidge be-' 


reported to be 
recent plays said responsible. 





———— <a x a — — 
George Lamaze off to Florida, Amelia Earhart in town 
Beula Livingstone back to Paree. Peggy Madden into ‘Qua Girl,’ 
_ Felix Feist does not eat break- —— Case Loma orciiestra to Lowry’s, 
fasts. lai St. Paul. 
ae ‘ one wre 
tween shots on her picture, ‘Soldiers San Carlo Opera troupe cancels 


engagement. 


Wesley Jones putting a pipe ore 
gan in his studio. 

Marion Kerby and Jack 
team for two-piano act. 

Belva White, sister 
warbling at the Savarin. 

Prince George assigns. Showfolk 
hostelry dated back to 1833. 

Latest varsity racket is selling 
co-ed dances to stag line at so much 
per. 

‘Barrister’ 
Kingsley and 
Victoria stock. 

Lack of co-operation from church- 
es may compel Lord’s Day Allance 
of Canada to fold. 


Niles will 


of Marjorie, 


Helen 
late of 


lets out 
Leslie, 


brodie 
Bob 


Elza Cherniavsky, whose eight 
globe-girdling brothers and sisters 
are musicians, opening a_ studio 
here. 


Violet Heming, here in ‘There's 
Always Juliet,’ Gucking into a nabe 
to see herself in ‘Man Who Played 
God.’ 

Major Francis (‘Lives of a Bengal 
Lancer’) Yeats-Brown fraternizing 
with Gord (‘Variety’) Sinclair, 
world-wandering syndicate writer, 

While Gladys (‘Dumbells Revue’) 
Mumford ‘lay terribly ill after an 
appendix operation, her mother died 
here, but dancer's condition was so 
serious she couldn't be told of loss 
till after the funeral. She came 
home anyway, leaving the show at 
Edmonton. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 

Jerry Blanchard back at Show 
Boat. . 

Aber Twins, last here in ‘Forward 
March,’ at Chatterbox. 

Joe Feldman, advertising chief for 
Warners here, is only 26. 

Dick Powell was divorced a week 
before he knew a thing about it. 

Sammy Walsh back in Montreal 
m.c’ing for Phil Maurice at latter’s 
cafe, 

Jack Simons’ family, still living 
here, may soon join him in Stuben- 
ville. 

Nixon will split New Year's week, 
Jan, 2, between ‘Student Prince’ and 
‘Blossom Time.’ 

Jack Bruce won’t have a married 
man in his band. Sez it’s too much 
trouble on tours. 

Harry Kalmine plans to bring his 
wife and baby here shortly after the 
first of the year. 

Baker Moore and Kathryn Meskyl 
are the latest departures from the 
Pitt stock troupe. 

George Sharp's taking no chances 
Xmas week. He’s doing ‘East 
Lynne’ at the Pitt. 

Variety Club has reduced its ane 
nual dues and has started a new 
membership drive. 

Mabel Kroman (Mrs. George 
Sharp) rehearsing in Helen Men- 
ken’s ‘Saint Wench.’ 

Jean May back as leading lady 
for George Sharpe stock at Pitt, re< 
placing Betty Hanna, 

Jay Fassett of ‘Biography’ spent 
most of his spare time here with 
old Cornell classmates. 

Mrs. Harvey Gaul, wife of the 
dramatic critic, has just finished 
another full-length play. 

Bill Scott complains he’s being 
kept awake nights by the caperings 
of a five-ounce Pekinese. 

Lou Brager, after several weeks 
in local WB office, dispatched to 
the Philadelphia territory. 

Irish Abbey Theatre Players to 
give eight different plays here in 
eight performances at Nixon. 

Clifford and Wayne at the Chat- 
terbox, succeeding Baron and Blair 
as the ballroom dance team. 

Red Hirshon had his car stolen 
again for second time within a 
month, but he got it back, as usual 

Jimmy Joy’s band stays at Wil- 
liam Penn hotel until Jan, 1, mane 
agement having taken up his ope 
tion. 

Oscar Levant came on for open- 
ing of ‘Biography.’ He and play's 
author, S. N. Behrman, are close 
friends. 

Joe Feldman has brought his 
family here from Albany, and 
they're living at the Coronado 
apartments. 

William Penn hotel’s Chatterbox 
only nite spot getting a cover 
charge. $1 week nights and $1.50 
on Saturdays. 

Jay Mills, former m.c. at Enright, 
has been signed for a vaude tour 
by RKO. He has a new act with 
his wife, Mildred Tolle. 

Harry Feinstein, brought here 
from Jersey zone for WB mana- 
gerial staff, living at the Phi Ep- 
silon Pi fraternity house. 





‘Post-Gazette’ took another 10% 
cut last week, second in vear, 


Other two local dailies have already 








| had two wage reductions. 


| 


Report Lyceum, only dark Can- 
ton house, will reopen soon but no 
intimation of policy. Last stage 
shows were burlesque, almost two | 
years ago. 

Gordinier Players, dramatic «tock 
|company at Grand fcr stave hands. 
takes nose dive several weeks 


but | to 
with more | on the Family theatre there, a Hare 


Silvia Nelson, prima donna in 
touring ‘Vanities,’ has written 
friends here that she’s leaving the 
show in Chicago this week. 
Johnny Harris made a flying trip 

Detroit last week to check up 


ris Amusement Company holding. 
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for California fortnight. 

Billy Clifford tired of the carbaret 
biz after four weeks and quit, tak- 
ing his naime off the Club Billy. 

Office boys denuded B&K of stills 
of Georgie Raft and Chevalier in 
order to get them autographed. 

Souvenir tickets to World's Fair 
for which 120,000 people paid $5 
each in 1928 were finally issued last 
week. 


r als Ab Oa 
$2 VARIETY 
| 1 Be de-tonsiled | ¢q Ma A 
H M ! r buying $12,001 oa 
lit 
Doc Howe, F&M, a loop visitor |} ; 
on stopo | mat dickering old Musk Box | 
. ? inc Whi Pa ; yok te 
Armida a luncheon guest at sero! idea of installing nitery fol | 
isine nan’ ] holidays. 
is Ss man’s b. 
” ‘ = mien Ned Hungertord photographer 
Ernest Tausk artist i publicity doing lightin effects for Bradley 
dept t-ou tat B&k., plays and forthcoming one of his 
irs copy ot Thoda Coc roft's new own, 1S o, ° 
Nterary sheet out last week. } Louis Kiny, ex-newspaper ee. 
. . ® Fr .y oine > al ) . ) 
Dave Lipton flattered by winning | ser, now Managing New Lidk yoo | 
three out of 16 games at ping pong. | fer F reddie Curlone, part owner anc 
, bandmaster. 
> . « ‘ ‘e > ‘ 37h) = z : 
corn and Lawrence back from) “pansy show at Club Madrid had 
four weeks—and wo1 king in De- |i te pulled out when city censors 
troit. | finally got a peek at it a week after 
Vincent ‘Clesmer’ Lopez saves /its opening. 
fountain pens belonging to auto- el 
graph hounds. 
Quin Ryan and his wife Roberta | Spokane 
Nang’e, Tribune society editor, off | 


Mrs. Knute Rockne at the Chi- 
cago to hear Vincent Lopez play 
Ferde Grofe’s ‘Knute Rockne Tone 


Poem.’ 

Lloyd Lewis’ friends delighted by 
swell literary notices on his new 
book, ‘Sherman.’ Lewis himself 
pessimistic about sales. 

June Provines, ‘Daily News’ so- 
ciety chatterer, may grab a radio 
commercial to talk fashions while 
Harry Sosnick provides music. 

Constance Talmadge with Junior 
Netcher is in town. Attended Ed 
Wynn's opening. Next day was 
Netcher Day at the Boston Store. 

Jerome Ruger presented an orig- 


inal comic operettg entitled ‘At 
Madame Delgay’s in the Ravinia 


Village Hall Friday and Saturday.’ 

George Morganstern, Examiner 
rewrite man, and his bride, the 
socially registered Barbara Morris 
(meatpacking), will holiday in Per- 
muda. 

B&K assess¢tng passes 10 cents 
plus tax or 17 cents at Chicago the- 
atre. RKO takes 10 cents straight 
at Palace, eight for tax, remaining 
two cents for service. 

Hazel Flynn ran a scoop on B&K 
but between the writing and the 
printing of the story B&K changed 
their minds making her both right 
and wrong simultaneously. 

Elderly woman being sent from 
one office to another to tell the 
story about her marvelous cat that 
she wants to get in pictures. Cat 
chases cranberries and does other 
tricks. 

When Ben Serkowich moved into 
B&K three months ago he re- 
quested a lock put on his desk. 
Last week just as he was getting 
ready to leave B&K the locksmith 
arrived. 

George Moore, long associated 
with Jones, Linick & Schaeffer and 
last with Erlanger theatre, goes into 
retirement this week on a pension 
from Jones. He will live with a 
daughter in Elgin. 


~ Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 





Niteries in a price-cutting war. 

Four new niteries opening for 
Christmas trade. 

Helen Morgan slated for 
Mounds club Dee. 11. 

Em Gill's hired Kay Ridenour to 
act as personal stenog. 

Bob McLaughlin’s stock plans for 
Ohio seem to have blown up. 


ritzy 


Oliver Haserodt, local ballet 
teacher, opening a night club. 
Eddie Sindelar’s angeling new 


Cotton club with a two-bit policy. 

Flu kept Marian Mann from sing- 
ing at Lotus Gardens for three days. 

Henry Levine of Club Madrid 
opening night spot in Youngstown. 

Old Savoy Hotel being ripped 
— to make space for parking 
ot. 

Phil Selznick trying to find a spot 
in downtown district for his Club 
Madrid. 

Loew's putting new sound equip- 
ment into Ohio for ‘Sign of Cross,’ 
Dec. 25. 

Max Lefkowitz, head of chain of 
nabes, bought Doan from Loew's 
last week. 

William Gray, former manager of 
legit Ohio, back in town as manager 
of ‘Rio Rita.’ 

Dick Shaw, 19-year-old son of 
Dixie Shaw, booker, making his bow 
as a cabaret m. ec. 

Emil Boreo’s quitting Loew time 
to take over m.c. job at Radio City’s 
new Roxy, Dec. 29. 

Sam Bradley putting on ‘Twee- 
dies’ in Hanna Dec. 18 for benefit of 
local blind society. 

Despite cCarkness now, Loew’s 
Allen is rumored to open after New 
Years with new policy. 

Morrie Pierce, WGAR’s engineer, 
wants to give his new 10-pound 
baby boy a radio audition already. 

Rudy Vallee reported as getting 
$4,500 for his three-day date during 
opening of Hotel Carter's Rainbow 
Room. 

Jack 


Schwartz, Boston cabaret 


By Ray Budwin 


State has gone to first and sec- 
ond runs at 25-cent top. 
= 2 . " P - > ” - 
Marjorie Gaines, F. & M. dancer, 


returned to her parents’ home after 


closing in New England 
Union men still picketing Gra- 
nada and Empress (pix). Houses 


went open shop last summer. 

City council set to repeal city 
liquor laws Dee. 5, to coincide with 
new state repeal effective Dec. 8. 

The Jarvis Revue has folded at 
the Avalon. Will Jarvis to Port- 
land for musical stock engagement. 

Richards & Pringle’s Georgia 
Minstrels doing four days at the 
Fox, did a nice week-end business. 

Jesse Gruhler, theatre artist of 
Portland, here visiting parents and 
friends. Formerly was with Fox 
here. 

Orpheum did a tieup with ‘Daily 
Chronicle’ on ‘Orphan Annie.’ Took 
three shows to handle the kids at 
special prices. 

Tom Olsen (Fox), H. D. McBride 
(Orpheum) and James Runte 
(State) attending week-end con- 
ference of Fox managers at Seattle. 

Will Maylon and his stock doing 
capacity biz with one-a-night pol- 


icy, after switching from two shows 
nightly. ‘Rosary’ did a standup 
opener as second show under new 
policy. 





Des Moines 


By R. W. Moorhead 


‘Sally’ at Shrine auditorium tepid. 
‘Of Thee I Sing’ for Shrine Dec. 29. 
‘Goona Goona’ substituted for ‘ga 
ga.’ 

Family theatre still in the throes 
of union woe. 

A. H. Blank not taking over any 
Publix houses. 

Diah Devitt, nevelist, 
aahed by town’s 400. 

Merchants thankful for seasonable 
weather as spur to Xmas shopping. 

Al Morey’s ccllege club dances 
the best place in town to see and 
be seen. 

E. R. Fitzgerald’s stock at Prin- 
cess off to good start. *Only flesh 
in town. 

Vici Baum's address to _ club 
mamas had some words not allowed 
in vaude. 

Leona Mathews, former D. M. film 
board ex. manager, now secretary to 
Ralph Branton. 

Theatre ads full of naked gals for 
‘Virgins of Bali’ and ‘Goona Goona’ 
despite zero temperature. 

Former police inspector found 
guilty of attack on 20-year-old girl 
big excitement of the winter. 

Dorothy Cruser, beauty blonde, to 
help Hale Cavanagh combine wed- 
ding bells and Xmas chimes. 

Wife of Vern Carstens, pilot for 
Martin Johnson's next safari, rap- 
turous because she's going along. 

Jeannette Elyde, publicity secre- 
tary, Publix Des Moines, married 
Dec. 6 to Frank Eyerly, newspaper 
man, and will 1etire 


oohed and 





Reno 


Temperature drops to 20 degrees 
and starts ice skaters. 

The Tavern aight club 
under new management. 

Bank situation still muddled and 
change in Reno still short. 

Salaries slashed at university to 
meet revised operating budget, hit 
by bank closing. 

Iris Tree Moffat, daughter of Sir 
Herbert Tree, obtains divorce from 
Edwin C. Moffat. 

Chinese lottery games, operating 
under license, cutting into gambling 
houses for small change. 

P. A. McCarren, U. S. senator- 
elect, polishing up his orations on 
silver, for a siege of the Senate. 

Charlotte Hanna Hume, grand- 
daughter of the late Mark Hanna, 
ended her marital troubles by di- 
vorcing Richard Hume of Washing- 
ton. 

Alice Muriel Astor, who has been 
the wife of Prince Serge Obolensky 
of Poland for several years, won a 


reopens 


divorce. She is daughter of Vincent 
Astor. 

Don Meaney told San Francisco 
friends that he would take his 


teno in person of 
Chicage dancer, but 
up. 


eighth bride in 
Marian Drael, 
failed to show 





Trin 








Boston 


By Len Libbey 


possessed ot a 
in newspaper and 
theatre circles, with his hausfrau 
celebrates their 40th wedding anni- 
versary. 

| Major A. 


sargent, 


Charlie 


legion of friends 


Hamilton Gibbs and his 
| Mrs. (both authors, she writing 
| Jeanette Gibbs; he a brother, too, of 
| Sir Philip Gibbs and Cosmo Hamil- 
i} ton) close their home at Middleboro 
and are off for tour of Europe. They 
will spend several months on Riv- 
iera finishing novels each is writing. 

Rialto in mourning, and thousands 
of playlovers as well, over death of 


as 


Ernest Arthur Grenier, 38, presi- 
dent of the Boston Theatre Treas- 
urers’ club and for some years 


treasurer at the Colonial. 

Al Freedlander, representing 
‘Goona Goona,’ here for two days, 
headquarters at RKO B. F. Keith's. 

Charlie Washburn, A to Z show- 
man, amazes the newsmen by his 
typist speed, turning out high-class 
stories for ‘A Good Woman—Poor 
Thing.’ 

W. H. (Bill) Raynor, RKO chief, 
off to New York for two days con- 
ferring in Radio City. 

Faith Bacon is going to come back 


to Boston, they announce. Famous 
fan stepper stayed only a day at 
the Howard (burlesque). Explained 


she didn’t like the house atmos- 
phere. 

Radio has been so effectively used 
by Jack Goldstein (RKO) to help 
boost business that he is now 
swinging three broadcasts weekly, 
and is adding yet another two this 
week. 

Chicago's tiff with the American 
Theatre Society over the quality of 
scheduled plays delays Boston's get- 
ing ‘The Good Earth,’ previously set 
for Dec. 26 (Plymouth). ‘There's 
Always Juliet’ to come in Jan. 9. 
‘Chrysalis’ was expected later, but 
is now canceled. 

‘The Land of Smiles,’ with Charlie 
Hackett of the grand opera (native 
of Worcester, by the bye) and Wil- 
liam Faversham, booked in for Shu- 
bert, Dec. 26. 


Hortense Monath, pianist, should 
be pleased with audience that 
greeted her in Jordan Hall. Floor 


and circle were filled. 

‘The Sign of the Cross’ is to be 
roadshowed into the Majestic, be- 
ginning Dec. 24. 

Bob Berger is incubating chicks 
in his Rialto window to catch the 
passing eye and lure the passersby 
to partake of his waffles and. 

Professional photog was so smit- 
ten by Joan Abby’s eyes as she 
played in ‘Face the Music’ that he 
got her to pose—and he took 26 dif- 
feren shots at her orbs. 

Tom Dooley, formerly of the 
Braves, has taken to selling insur- 
ance. 

Billy Payne royally greeted on his 
return to the Cocoanut Grove. 

Mel Matison, radio scribe, voted 
by lassies the handsomest of his 
calling. 

Peter Higgins, tenor, acclaimed 
for his Irish tunes, says the biggest 
fan mail he ever got was for his 
rendering of ‘Eli, Eli.’ 

Francis X. Bushman on the air 
from local studios. 

Nancy Howe of WNAC becomes 
Mrs. Richard Osgood, and after 
wedding both are interviewed over 
air regarding their studio romance. 


Detroit 


By Lee Elman 








Nate Platt has a new nickname. 
They call him ‘One Punch.’ 

Sam Rubin is an misogynist. 
least he doesn’t like women. 

The Iola went for free feeds for 
the ushers Thanksgiving day. 

Benny Cairnes of Santly Bros. 
back to visit the folks last week. 

Lou Forbes’ son, Bobby, cut his 
arm. It hurt Lou worse than the 
kid. 

‘Pinkie’ Fisher, stage doorman, 
back on the job after a short sick- 
ness. 

Buddy Fields to N. Y. for the hol- 
idays. <Any trip is a holiday to 
Buddy. 

Jimmie O’Day of the Fisher ts 
grooming his daughter, Donna, for 
the stage. 

What with one thing and another 
the RKO local execs eat in a one- 
arm joint. 

Joe Penner celebrated old home 
week, His father runs a duck 
ranch here. 

Hal Sherman went for a fur 
benny for the wife while playing the 
Mich. here. 

Cliff Hieseman denies that he 
feeds the goldfish. Says he merely 
supervises the job. 

Vera Brown of the “‘Times’ went 
for a new girdle. The kind that 
stretches both ways. 

Charlotte Goodings lost 10 years’ 
growth at the Fisher. Conrad's 
Pigeons responsible. 

Bob Christenberry pulled the im- 
possible and turned medicine fakir 


At 








| 
| 


| 








} own 


Sg 


in N. Y¥. on his recent trip there. 

Latest is speakeasy patrons toting 
liquor. At least at the class 
spots where they have a band and 
charge covers. 

Henry Thies getting plenty of at- 
tention with the big Cadillac he ar- 
rived in town with. Also a man- 
ager, Frank Colker. 

Jack Hurford took a 
Washington. Both .o visit and 
testify in a suit against the Fox 
there, where he formerly worked. 

Born of Born & Lawrence retired 


trip to 


from show biz here. Going to live 
with his sister in Milford, Mich. 
Lawrence returning to Chi, where 


he has a furniture store. 

Walter Norris is working on a 
new invention. A fingerometer to 
tell how many miles he writes each 
week making out the press passes 
for the Downtown theatre. 





San Francisco 


By Harold Bock 


Rush Hughes joins KFRC as an- 
nouncer, 
Glen Rice finds Frisco an inter- 


esting spot. 

Paul Spier wearing an expectant 
look these days. 

Harrison Holliway has a cold asa 
constant companion. 

‘Sheriff’ Lloyd Yoder on a 
ness excursion to L. A. 

John Swallow up from 
to talk with Don Gilman, 


Gary Cooper and the Countess 
I'rasso vacationing up here. 

Charles Travers, brother of Reg, 
publishing a radio program guide. 

Bob Spencer and Larry Yoell have 
placed another tune with Sherman 
Clay. 

Manuel Contreras has tucked his 
trumpet under an arm and joined 
the Beverly Hillbillies. 

So Wili King is back in show biz 
again; the ham sandwiches in his 
cafe couldn’t hold him. 

Fraternal order promising a hang- 
over along with all other expenses 
on the Notre Dame game excursion 


rates. 
Duluth 


By James Watts 

Little Theatre to present Beaux 
Arts ball Dec. 29 as holiday affair. 

Garrick remains dark while pros- 
perity still lurks around the corner. 

Season closed on Great Lakes 
Nov. 30—one of the dullest in his- 
tory. 

Fire at the Astor theatre sent an 


busi- 


Radio lot 





audience scooting Tuesday night 
(Nov. 29). 
Chinese pheasants with tails 


aflame burn over 1,000 acres near 
Winona, Minn. 

Morris Abrams, here for Metro, 
applies prosperity stickers to 10 per 
cent cut wounds. 

Egan Petri, Dutch pianist, opened 


Matinee Musicale season at Or- 
pheum theatre Dec. 9. 
Johnny Stone, tenor, formerly 


with Paul Whiteman and Phil Spit- 
alny, home for holidays. 

Two Scotch cows, only ones 
Northwest, at Zoo. Traded 
lions! They’re fierce, too. 

When you buy groceries, have the 
clerk wrap up a bottle of moon or 
beer. They're doing it here. 

Milton Holland's Indoor circus 
folds after starving at Armory for 
week as Elks’ annual exposition. 

Pictures come and go in a hurry 
at the Lyceum. Manager Irwin 
pulls every film that doesn’t click. 

‘Herald-News Thibune’ cooking 
school drew capacity crowds to 
Shrine auditorium for two days and 
evenings. 

Scenic and sound effects produced 
for ‘The Ghost Train’ drew large 
audiences to the Little theatre for 
three days. 

‘Shop early, check your parcels 
free, and take advantage of our low 
matinee prices,’ is holiday ballyhoo 
at Lyceum. 

Kathryn Meisle, contralto, opened 
the all-star course sponsored by the 
Matinee Musical Society at the Or- 
pheum Dec. 2. 

City council bests Uncle Sam by 
having all gas and water bills de- 
livered by messenger, saving $400 
monthly on postage. 

The Superior Little theatre is re- 
viving ‘Are You a Mason?’ for its 
second production of the season, 
opening week of Dec. 4. 

Duluth String Quartet, newly or- 
ganized, has opened a season of 
chamber music with concerts set in 
Duluth and other Northwest cities. 

The Patrick Woolen factories have 
doubled their force to provide for a 
stream of rush orders that began 
about Oct. 1 and promise to keep 
the plant busy all winter. 

Golfers held their annual winter 
tourney at the Northland club Sat- 
urday (3). The Northland club 
plans a one-year membership at a 
low fee to help during the coming 
season. Old members are falling by 
the way. 


in 
for 


Hollywood 


Cliff Lewis going for 
and what colors! 
Rodney 


auto for 


sweaters, 
Maclennan left here by 
New York to see the folks, 

Leo Robin has a new pipe that 
takes a half pound of tobacco at @ 
filling. 

John Hamilton, New York actor, 
coming here for a six months’ stay 
on spec. 

Charlie MacArthur figuring on a 
vacation after that 23-week stretch 
on ‘Rasputin.’ 

Christmas shopping picking up, 
with the Hollywood merchants fig- 
uring it'll beat last year. 

Dick Powell, former m.c., gets 
1,000 fan letters per week. Has ap- 
peared in only two pictures. 

Wally Beery grabbing a lot of ate 
tention by lunching daily at the 
Derby with his two-year-old daughe 
ter. 

Bert Robinson is as proud as a 
new father over his Scotty grabbing 
three first prizes at the L. A. dog 
show. 

Erlanger’s Mason getting its face 
washed in preparation for its first 
show in six months, ‘Temptations 
of 1933,’ opening Christmas. 

Frank Matthews, veteran road 
show agent, here for a few weeks 
from Phoenix where for some time 
he has been trying to win back his 
health, 

Robert Foehl, nephew ot Charles 
Baad of the L. A. Biltmore, ap- 
pointed executive assistant to War- 
ren Pinney of the El Mirador hotel, 
Palm Springs. 


Baltimore 





Palace frightened the rehearsais 
of the burlevcue girls last week 
when a 15-minute fire smoked up 


the stage. 

North-South fcotball game a com- 
plete frost due to snow, the city sal- 
vaging only its $10,000 from weather 
insurance. 

George Siemonn, husband of 
Mabel Garrison, starting his third 
season as director of the Baltimore 
Symphony. 

It took Lillian Dietz just 15 
months in show business to learn 
that the property man has nothing 
to do with the landlord. 

Lauriene Bac and Ruth Alpert 
getting heavy space on their dance 
direction for the ‘Okay Baltimore’ 
amateur unit for Loew's. 

According to reports Herman 
Timberg and the Pat Rooneys are 
also figuring on one of those two- 
a-day roadshow vaude units. 

Radio-theatre tieup system locally 
appears to be definitely settled as 
WFBR-Hippodrome, while the Loew 
group holds hands with WCAO. 

Jake Goldenberg learning to take 
codliver oil tablets to sooth his pet 
stomach. Feeling so oke he’s builde- 
ing a balcony in his Laurel picture 
spot. 

Herman Blum rushing to New 
York and Washington daily in cone 
nection with the Allied-MPTOA exe 
citement, but this Idle Hour just 
keeps rolling along. 

Leonard McLaughlin, though man- 
ager for Penn Mutual’s Auditorium 
and Maryland, managed to take 
time off to hold down his steady job 
as exploiteer for the Shrine circus. 

Pari-mutuel betting in the state 
fell off from $54,680,000 in 1928 to 
half that figure in 1932. The ace 
track, Pimlico, dropped $7,000,000 in 
the four years, and went into the red 
in 1932. All stakes will be cut in 
1933, down to $800, off $400 from 
high stake days. Looks like the 
$50,000 added on the Preakness may 
go by the board. 





Galveston 


By George A. Seel 
Jude A. Holleman, dramatic 
tenor, opening studio here. 

Sam Maceo to open Hollywood 
night club for New Year’s party. 

Art Giese, orchestra leader, and 
wife are getting the glad hand. A 
son, Art Giese, Jr., arrived recently. 

Al Irwin and Joe S. Scholibe 
staged show for Shriners with acts 
from Sam B. Dill, Sells-Floto and 
Hagenbeck- Wallace. 

Betty Boop drew the kids when a 
toy matinee was held here last 
week. As result another toy mati- 
nee will be held when Betty is not 
competing. 

Hal Redus, Russian baritone, fea- 
tured with Frankie Trumbaer’s or- 
chestra at Sui Jen. On the bill are 
Frances Kerr, Craig Leitch, Three 
Spooks, Diane and Demar. 

Defying the elements, Harry Lam- 
pis has erected an elaborate cafe 
and amusement resort on unpro- 
tected East Beach. Previous and 
less expensive place was wiped out 
by waves last August. 

Martin Starr’s plan to ‘alienate’ 
international beauty pageant from 
Galveston caused smiles. Interna- 
tionals similar to the island show 
were held in Belgium and Brazil 
last year. C. E. Barfield, beach as- 
sociation head, says island beauty 
event will be continued next year, 
restricted to Texas, Louisiana, Ar- 





kansas and Oklahoma. 
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CALENDAR OF CURRENT RELEASES 





(Continued from page 27) 
the career of a cow country | 


Fargo Express. Straight-shooting sacrifice in 
Time, 62 


hero. Ken Maynard, Helen Mack. Dtr. Alan James. 
Rel. Nov. 20. 


fell Fire Austin. 


mins. | 


Racing in the ranch country. Ken Maynard, Ivy Merton, 


Nat Pendleton, Dir. Forrest Sheldon. Time, 70 mins. Rel. June 26. | 
Rev. Aug. 2. | 
Hypnotized. Jam following a big sweepstakes win. ‘Moran and Mack. Dir. 
Mack Sennett. Rel, Dec. 25. 
Last Mile, The. Drama in the death house. from the stage play. Howard, 


Phillips, Preston Foster, Geo. Stone, Noel Madison. Dir. Sam. Bischoff. 
Time, 84 mins, Rel. Aug. 21. Rev. Aug. 30. 

Man Calied Back, The. Man's regeneration through a woman. 
Doris Kenyon, Juliette Compton, Reginald Owen, Alan Mowbray. 
Robt. Florey. Time, 80 mins. Rel. July 17. Rev. Aug. 2. 

Man from Hell’s Edges. Man devotes life to avenging his father’s murder. 
Bob Steele, Nancy Drexel. Dir. R. N. Bradbury. Time, 61 mins. Rel. 
June 5. Rev. Aug. 2. 

Race Track, Gambler gives up his life’s love—a child. Leo Carrillo, Junior 
Coughlin, Kay Hammonds. Dir. Jas. Cruze. Time, 78 mins. Rel. June 5. 

Sign of Four, The. Sherlock Holmes story. British cast. Arthur Wontner, 
Isla Bevan, lan “iunter. Dir. Graham Cutts. Time, 74 mins. Re). Aug. 
14. Rev. Aug. 30. 

Bon of Oklahoma. Western story. Bob Steele, Josie Sedgwick, 
Laroux. Dir. R. N. Bradbury. Time, 56 mins. Rel. July 7. 


Strangers of the Evening. Unusual story with comedy revolving around a 


Conrad Nagel, 
Dir. 


Carmen 


corpse. By Tiffany Thayer. ZaSu Pitts, Eugene Pallette, Lucier Little- 
field. Dir. Bruce Humberstone, Time, 70 mins. tel. May 15. Rev. 
June 7. 

Texas Buddies. Cowboy, veteray of the AEF, turns aviator to balk the vil- 
lains. Bob Steele, Nancy Drexel. Dir. R. N. Bradbury. ‘Time, 57 mins. 
Rel. Aug. 28. Rev. Nov. 15. 

Those We Love. A woman’s understanding averts domestic tragedy. Mary 
Astor, Lilyan Tashman, Kenneth Mckenna. Dir. Robt. Florey. Time, 
77 mins. Rel. Sept. 11. Rev. Sept. 20. 


Tombstone Canyon. 
his birth. Ken Maynard, Cecilia Parker. 

Trailing the Killer. Epic of the North Woods. 
Time, 64 mins. Rel. Dec. 4. 

Uptown New York. Married happiness and a past. Jack Oakie, Shirley Grey. 
Dir. Victor Schertzinger. Time, 74 mins. Rel. Dee. 4, 


Western, in which the hero tries to solve the mystery e 
Dir. Alan James. Kel, Dec. 25. 
Dir. Herman C. Raymaker. 


. Miscellaneous Releases 


Boiling Point, The. (Allicd.) Hoot Gibson learns to curb his temper. Dir. 
Geo. Melford. Time, 62 mins. Rel. July 15. Rev. Nov. 8. 

Crusader, The. (Majestic.) Newspaper story. Evelyn Brent, H. B. Warner, 
Lew Cody. Dir. Frank Strayer. Time, 64 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. 
Get. 3%, 


Temperance discussion. 
Time, 65 mins. 


(Invincible.) 
Dir. Bert Bracken. 


Bar Room Ficor, The. 
Bramweil Fietcher. 


Face on the 
Dulcie Cooper, 


Re). Oct. Rev. Oct. 18. 

Footsteps in the Night. (Auten.) Mystery drama. Benita Hume. Dir. Mau- 
rice Elvery. ime, 59 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. 

Goid. ‘(Majestic.) Jack Hoxie finds gold and a girl. Alice Day. Dir. Otto 
Brower. Time, 48 mins. Rel. Sept. 15. Rev. Oct. 11. 


Father love on the East Side. Jackie Searle, Jean 
Rel. Sept. 1. Rev. Sept. 27. 

inventor menace story with surprises. 
Dir. Richard Thorpe. Time, 61 mins. 


Hearts of Humanity, The. 
Hersholt. Dir. Christy Cabanne., 

Murder at Dawn. (Big 4.) A crazy 
Jack Mulhall, Josephine Dunn. 
Rel. Feb. 22. tev. April 5. 

Parisian Romance, A. (Allied.) Famous play. 
Gilbert Roland. Dir. Chester M. Franklin. 
Rev. Oct. 

Phantom Express, The. 
Blane, J. Farrell Macdonald, 
Sept. 15. Rev. Sept. 27. 

Red-Haired Alibi, The. (Tower.) Gangster 
Von a Dir. Christy Cabanne. 
Oct. 25. 


Scarlet Brand, The. (Big 4.) 
the injury. Dir. J. P. 
Scarlet Week End. (Irving.) 
Theo. Von Eltz. Dir. 
Nov. 1. 


Sinister Hands. 


Lew Cody, Marion Schilling, 
Time, 75 mins. Rel, Oct. 1 


Wm. Collier, Jr., Sally 


(Majestic.) Railroad story. 
Time, 65 mins. Hel. 


Dir. Emory Johnson. 


story. 


Merna magnet, Theo. 
Time, 75 mins. 1. 


Rel. Oct. Rev. 


Bob Custer is branded by rustlers and avenges 
McGowan. Rel. May 7. Rev. Aug. 9. 

Murder at a house party. Dorothy 
Willis Kent. Time, 58 mins. Rel. 


Revier, 
ct. Rev. 
Jack Mulhall, 


(Capital.) Murder story with a police hero. 


Phyllis Barrington. Dir. Armand Schaeffer. Time, 66 mins. Rel. June 
22. Rev. Aug. 16. 

Speed Madness. (Capital.) Speedboat racing with acrobatic trimmings. 
Rich. Talmadge, Nancy Drexel. Dir. Geo. Crone. Time, 61 mins. Rel. 


Rev. Oct. 11. 

(Big 4.) Buzz Barton restores a gold mine to its rightful 

J. P. McGowan. Time, 60 mins. Rel. March 22, 

Unholy Romance. (First Div.) The classic. ‘Mme. Bovary’ transplanted to 
iye, N. Y. . B. Warner, Lila Lee. Dir. Albert Ray. Time, 75 mins. 
Rel. Aug. Rev. Aug. 30. 


Aug. 27. 


TVangied Fortunes. 
owner. Dir. 


lber of seats (1,900). 
|whilst Par’s advertising was 
| within 
iday figures 


| Story is 


LE FILS IMPROVIST 


(Continued from page 15) 
half that with the same num- 
Besides which, 
in for full-page ads, 
kept 
reasonable bounds. Satur- 
reached nearly $5,000, 
with Sunday $5,500. 

Story has nothing new, being the 
same old idea of the old man fooled 
by his girl who makes him think 


Olympia went 


|her gigolo is part of a family secret. 


told well and amusingly. 
Florelle as the girl has not only been 
beautifully photographed, but obvi- 
ously made the film in a happy 
mood, resulting in a magnificent 
performance. This is in distinct op- 
position to her work in ‘Merveil- 
leuse Journee,’ where she strongiy 
objected to being cast for what 
might have 2een a minor part. 
Fernand Gravey, who does the 
gigolo, also gives an excellent per- 
formance, and he is one of the big- 
gest finds of the last few months, 
with strongly growing possibilities. 
Baron Fils plays the old man. He 
is nearly 70, but has been. photo- 
graphed and acts like 50. He im- 
perconates stupidity in a way which 
draws sure laughs. Saturnine Fabre 
in the part of the gigolo’s father 
is very remindful of the old duke in 


‘Love Me Tonight.’ Balance of the 
cast quite satisfactory, and the 
whole playing up beautifully. 


Likely to turn out one of the most 
profitable pieces of celluloid yet out 
of Joinville, and evidencing the ad- 
vantage of the sales end co-operat- 





|duction plans over. Mari. 
(FRENCH MADE) 
Paris, Nov. 28. 
A Rex Ingram production. Released by 


Armor Films. Directed by Rex “Ingram. 
Scenario by Rex Ingram and Benno Vigny. 
Adayted by A. Jager-Schmidt. Recorded by 
R, C. A. Made tn Africa in two versions. 
Rex Ingram starring in the English version 
and Pierre Batcheff in the French. Run- 
ning time, 10 minutes. Gaumont Palace, 
Paris, Nov. 23. 

French cast includes Pierre Batcheff, Co- 
lette Darfeutl, Philippe Moretti, Rosita 
Garcia, Roland Caillaux, Arabella Field, A. 
Engeiman, Roger Gaillard, G. Busby. 





French version differs consider- 
ably from the English version, not 
only in the fact that in the latter 
Rex Ingram acted the main char- 
acter, but also in general treatment. 
Film was made by Rex Ingram de- 
spite financial difficulties resulting 
in procrastination due to weather 
and other causes, with new backers 
having to step in. 

Film is of the Rex Ingram stand- 
ard, and though tempo—as fits 
Arabic stories—is not of the snappy 
type, film draws interest locally. 
Some of the photography is fine. 
Sound good. Title, ‘Baroud,’ means 
‘war’ in Arabic, and the wuole story 
shows a rebel tribe at odds with one 
loyal to the French, the love interest 
being the daughter of the chief fall- 
ing for a young French soldier, to 
the great disgust of his comrade, 
who is the girl’s brother and a good 
Musselman. 

Another link in the cycle of North 
African stories, with ‘Sergeant X’ 
before it, and more to come. 

Mazi, 





Woman in Chains. (Auten.) Tragedy of a woman tied to an hypochondriac. 
Eng. cast. Dir. Basil Dean. ‘Time, 68 mins. Rel. Nov. 18. Rev. Nov. 22. 


Foreign Language Films 
(Note: Because of the slow movement of foreign films, this list covers one 
year of releascs.) 
(Most of these available with English titles.) 


A Nous la Liberte. (Auten) (French). Comedy drama. Henri 
Raymond Cordy. Dir. Rene Clair. 93 mins. Rel. May. 


Barberina, die Taenzerin von Sansouci. (Capital) (German). 


Marchand, 


Rococco musical 


comedy. Lil Dagover, Otto Gebuehr. Dir. Carl Froelich. 3 mins. 
tel. Nov. 20. 
Brand in der Oper. (Capital) (German) Musical drama. Gustav Froelich. 


Dir. Carl Froelich. Rel. July 19. 


Broken Vow, The. (Capital) (Polish). From a novel. 
M. Cybulski. Time, 89 mins. Rel. Aug. 25. 


Der Falsche Feldmarschal. (Capital) (German). 
Burian. Dir. Carl Lamac. Time, 81 mins. 


Der Herr Burovorsteher. (Capital) (Ger). Felix Bressart, 


Krystyna Ankwicz, 





Military musical. Vlasta 
Rel. July 12. 


Herman Thtmie. 





, by Yvee Mirande and Robert Wyler. 


La Merveilleuse Journee 


(‘The Wonderful Day’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 
Paris, Nov. 28. 
Natan production and release. Directed 
From 
the stage play by Yves Mirande and Quin- 
son. Made in the Natan Jotnville studios. 
Recorded by R. C. A. Running time, 96 
minutes, Olympia, Paris, Nov. 23. 
Cast includes Duvalles, Alerme, Fiorella, 
Mona Goya, Lucien Brule, Aquistapace, 
Maupl, Fichel, Milly Mathis, 


What prevents this otherwise very 
amusing story from being an un- 
qualified hit is the treatment. The 
actors are suitable in their charac- 


} 
| assistant, first making leve to the 





drugegist’s wife, and then leaving 
her to follow a rich man’s nurse, and 
thus brought into contact with gam- 
bling table, where, after piling up 
huge winnings, he finally keeps 
enough to buy out the druggist. 

The adventures of the nincom- 
poop assistant, who, through tem- 
porary money power, enjoys life for 
one day, make up the story. Miran- 
de’s brilliant dialog and Bob Wy- 
ler‘s expertness in directing some- 
what make up for the unsuitable 
screen adapation of the story, which 
differently adapted might prove an 
international b. ©. smash idea, and 
is worth remaking here or else- 
where. 

As is, it is fair entertainment. 

Mari. 


La Vecchia Signora 


(‘The Old Lady’) 
(ITALIAN MADE) 


Caesare production. Empa Film distri- 
bution in U. S Starring Emma CGramatica 
and Arturo Falconi Directing Ambleto 
Palermi. At Hindenberg, New orx, on 
srind run Dec, 10. Running time 97 min 
Marig..cccccccesccccsecs Emma Gramatica 
Bianchina. .ccccccces eee. Maria Bonora 
Pi€TO....ccccccccccccese Maurizio d@' Ancera 
Zaganello....s. eeereeeeseeers Arturo Falconi 
Lent 1D. cecccvccessecce e+»-Remo Bennosi 

First of the Caesar pictures to 
brave the Atlantic crossing and 
probably a pretty fair money maker 
'on this side. Which doesnt mean 


| 


| 
| 


Italian 


} 


ing with the studio in talking pro- | 


picture. It is a 
very bad picture. But the only good 
pictures that have come 
over thus far have died and the 
only Italian pictures that made any 
money in the United States were 
fourth and fifth rate concoctions, 

Beyond being poorly sounded and 
sloppily directed, the film is over- 
long and has badly handled conti- 
nuity. Some ideas in the story. The 
Italians, after getting a nice start 
allowed the native sentimentality 
full sway with pretty disastrous re- 
sults. 

An old woman chestnut vendor is 
shown’ scraping her pennies to- 
gether, but once a month she puts 
on a silk dress, gets a carriage and 
is quite a distinguished lady. That 
day she visits her daughter in a 


that it’s a good 





convent who is brought up in ig- 
norance of her poverty. The coach- 
man, once a servant of the old lady 
in better days, plays along with her 
out of respect. 

At this point the thing becomes 
complicated with extraneous and 
cheap crook stuff. The old lady is 


robbed, she pleads with the crook 
who supposedly gives her the 
money back, she pays the money 


to the convent, it’s counterfeit, she’s 
arrested, the coppers believe her 
story and go after the real crooks. 
Most of this overdrawn and over- 
acted, but probably satisfactory 
from the standpoint of lower class 
Latin taste. Kauf. 


Let Me Explain, Dear | 


(BRITISH MADE) 


London, Dec. 1. 

A British International Pictures, Ltd., 
production. Distributed by Wardour Films 
Ltd. Direeted by Gene Gerrard and Frank 
Miller. Adapted from farce, ‘A Little Bit 
of Fluff.” Peaturing Gene Gerrard, Claude 
Hulbert, Reginald Bach, Viola Lyel. 7.000 
feet approx. Running time, 75 mins. Pre- 
viewed Hippodrome theatre, London, Nov. 
2. 





The wildest sort of farce, about a 
philandering husband who takes a 
valuable necklace from his sweetie 
to have the clasp fixed, and the 
necklace is discovered in his pocket 
by his wife, who believes it is a 
present for her and regrets having 
accused him of infidelity. 

Gene Gerrard, a big native favor- 
ite, plays the husband, with Claude 
Hulbert as a runner-up. Very fast 
moving and full of the lowest of low 
comedy belly-laughs, it looks like 
surefire in the provinces and neigh- 
borhood houses. The play originally 
ran for over 1,200 performances in 








Wiring Hold Smashed 


«Continued from page 19) 


up of the electrics’ deaking with 
exhibitors. 
Leaders’ Opinions 

Exhibitor leaders yesterday (12), 
hinting at inside knowledge since 
they were enlisted by the Warners 
several months ago in its Western 
Electric fizht, look for a come 
promise announcement within the 
next two weeks by Western. While 


they pointed out that Western cus- 
tomers are bound for 10 years, most 
of them not ending their licenses 
until nearer 1940 than ‘35, they also 
observed that with the precedent 
established by Photophone there is 
little doubt that any court, in the 
instance of a breach of license, 
would not take into consideration 
the exhibitor’s equity in sound now 
established by the General Electrie 
movement. 

Western Electric, immediately 
after General Electric's repudiation 
of the license, and complete ak 
teration of the service charge, took 
the stand that Photophone is firing 
its last bolt; that it has tried one 
thing after another in the way of 
sales enticements and that, failing 
in each, it is now taking the last 
stand. 

‘Western Electric 
the sound field. It has 
lowed its policies to be influenced 
by those of a competitor. It con- 
templates no change in its existing 
policies at the present time.’ 

This was the statement of ome 
Westernite, following a _ hurried 
conference at the home office, Right 
after the announcement it was re- 
called that not until Photophone 
reduced its price on sound equip- 
ment several years ago did West- 
ern lower its own terms. If this 
attitude is again reflected then, it 
Is seen, major electrics will be com- 
pletely off the license basis in the 
theatre field. 

The feeling among major circuits Is 
well Known and has been frequently 
expressed during the past few years. 
There is virtually no sympathy in 
the industry for Western's stand, 
according to a perspective which 
seems general. Most of the mojor 
companies have had bitter dispuics 
with Western. Only recently Para- 
mount-Publix bolted payment of 
service charges which it deemed 
excessive. 


pioneered im 
never al- 


Full Title 

Under its new policy, any exhib 
tor who pays cash can take im- 
mediate title to a Photophone 
equipment. There are no sirings 
attached. He can buy his parts 
anywhere and have any mechanic 
or doorman service it. 

Only exhibitors who get equip- 
ment on the deferred payment plan 
will have to submit to servicing. 
This, Photophone explains, is done 
simply because the company wants 
the equipment to be in good con- 
dition if it has to reclaim it bhe- 
cause of a default. 

Even on the servicing end, how- 
ever, Photophone is making conces- 
sions, The exhibitor who wants a 
year to pay-off is required to sub- 
mit to servicing only for six months. 
In the case of a three-year exten- 
sion the theatre »9wner has to agree 
to an 18-month servicing arrange- 
ment, 

To date Photophone is rated as 
having 3,300 installations in the 
U. S. Western figures it has its 
own equipment in 5,900 houses. 





o * 
Literati 
(Continueée from page 48) 


man scribbler, over here for a 
cash. 

A. L. Furman is a daddy. 

Greenberg, the book publisher, 
has gone over to Fourth ay 

Philip MacDonald, who's 
posed to be Edgar Wallace’s 
cessor, here for new material. 

John Drinkwater doing ‘s 
iniscences already. 

Richard Aldington in Portugal. 

William McFee spending most of 
his time ashore these days. 

Arlene Bay getting night club at- 
mosphere for her new novel of New 
York. 

Laurence 
Georgia. 

Lowell Thomas’ estate is now one 


va- 


enue. 
sup- 
suc- 


rem- 


Stallings up from 





Dir. Hans Behrendt. Time, 86 mins. Rel. June 10. | ters, but the story doesn’t permit | London, and possibly the West End 
Die Csikos Baroness. (Capital) (Ger. Hung). Musical comedy. Gret] Theimer, | building up excellent actors into} may like the film version. Inasmuch 
; Paul Vincenti. Dir. Ernst Verebes. rime, 82 mins. Kel. April 1, parts worthy of them. as it has been revived owing to its 
Die Jugendbellebte. (New Era) (Ger.) Hans Stuwe, Piga Brink. Dir. Florelle, who is a big star with] success, not clear why the title 
fans Tinter. Time, 95 mins. Rel. Dee. 1}. three simultaneous first runs on the} should be changed. It is generally 
Die yotigne, Walter ven Wie. ee ogy bad >| Verat, pone Risinger, boulevard and starring in the Folies| supposed successful plays have a 
au oerbiger, see arry. yr. Za von Olvary. ime, ns. Bergere revue, was coaxed into value for the pictures. 
RET pen ho (New Mra) (Ger) Musical talph Roberts, Lucie Rag playing what amounts to a second- The speedy action portrayed by 
s ° New Eri (Ger), Musical. talph Roberts, Lucie Eng- | ary p; . 2s zs nite 4 
lische. Dir. Carl Bosse. Time, &4 mins. Rel. June 8&. | 5 Part. though she offered to can an all-round Coperees pg ag 
Die vom Rummelplatz. (Capital) (Ger). Anny Ondra, Siegfried Arno. Dir )cel her contract. Alerme as the | does not let the plot down for an 
Karl Lamac, 9 reels. Rel, Feb. 10. | “¥ ~ Preapealpe sees oe Yor who is one yey Leone rd’s fly stuff oh otal 
Ein Prinz Verliebt Sich. (Capital) (Ger). Musical. Geo. Alexander, Lien | 9° ' (0 "NCS’ Sake and screen actors, | eo at te ee ee ee 
Deyers, Trude Berliner. Dir. Conrad Wiene. ‘ime, 75 mins. Kel. May. | niga . — th ities are not vet ex- tion, ot . in dialog and action, 
Ein Walzer von Strauss. (Capital) (Ger). Musical. Gustav Froelich, Marie | ?)0''°G@. lo . are given parts with | makes a felicitous combination. 
Pauldler. Dir. Conrad Weins. Time, 89 mins. Rel. March 10. ree agrees — up. Lucien; W holly competent direction, pho- 
Gitta Entdeckt thr Herz. (Capital) (Ger). Comedy. Gitta Alpar, Gusta, " de - wean nd overacts. Only|tography and settings. But thes 
Froelich. Dir. Carl Froelich. Time, 90 mins. Rel. Oct. 4 | worthwhile part is Duvalies, the | should delete the flash showing Ger- 
Hurrah, Ein Junge. (Capital) (Ger). Farce. Max Adalbert, Ida Wuest, Lucie | *#'#)§ Royal legit star, who on the | rard tearing the dress off an elderly 
Englische. Dir. Geo. Jacoby. Time, 91 mins. Fel. June 24 ae Awe is equally good. dowager, revealing her in her 
Kamaradschaft. (Asso. Cinema) (Ger). Sensational drama. Alex Granach, Story shows him as a druggist’s panties. Jolo. 
Ernst Busch. Dir. G. W. Pabst. Time, 78 mins. Rel. Nov. 8. 
Legion of the Street. (Capital) (Polish). Life of the newsboys. Time, 88 | Von Mayer. Helda Richards ees Gam Seelam Sie. Mabe. Sieeted 
or hs 2J ° « wa « Ss, * Gat Ze Jk. =! 4 
Ljub ary? — nae 3 Croat). Drs yee a ee | rime, 8 mins. Rel. Aug. 20. (74 mins. with English titles.) 
7 oR kel De ido 9 ey) ae M tee ong ort es > ea i Dee 16 S| Schubert's Fruehlingstraum. (Capital) (Ger). Musical_ of Schubert's life. 
ii rn avidovic. ir. Franka Melforda., me, -* el}, — } Gretl Theimer, Carl] Joeken, Siegfried Arno, Lucie Eng’ische. Dir. Rieh. 
ulse, oenigin von Preussen. (Asso. Cinema) (Ger). istorical. enry | Oswaid. Time, 71 mf{ns Rel. June 28 
Porten, Dir. Carl Froelich. Time, 92 mins. Rel. Oct. 4. /Storm Over Zakopane, The. (Capital) (Polish). (Synchronized.) Danger in 
Man Braucht Kein Geld. (Capital) (Ger) Musical farce. Kurt Gerren, Pau) | he mountains. Time, 89 mi Rel. Aug. 26. 
Henkels. Dir. Karl Boese. Rel. Nov. 10. | Taenzerin von Sansouci. See ‘Barberina’, 
Mein Leopold. (Capital) (Ger). Musical. Gustav Froelich, Max Adalbert. | tingie Tangle. (New Era) (Ger). Comedy. Ernest Verebes. Fritz Kampers 
Dir. Hans Syeinoff. Time, 96 mins. Rel. April 1. | izabeth Pinajeff. Dir. Japp Speyer. Time, 98 mins. Kel. May 16. 
1914. (Capital) (Ger.) Prelude to the world war. Dir. Rich. Oswald. Time. ! Unknown Heroes. (Capital) (Po ». Polish police activity. Mary Bogda 
73 mins tel. Sept. 1 Aes hgtay- sc otis a antae Sa OF ; . 
a weg ee ae i am Brodzicz me, &9 mins Re Aug. 2 j 
Oberst Redi. (Capita) (Ge r? Spy u riller. Lil Dagover, Thee Loot Dir Voice of the Desert, The pital) (I s} Algerian story in authentic | 
Kar] Anton. Time, 79 mins. Rel. Aug. 30. | ocaler. Adam Brodzicz. Marv Bova: Time. £9 1 ; Rel. Aug. 28 
Purpur und Waschblau (Capital) (Ger) Dramatic comed Hansi Niese 3 “a hate "y : ng 
- »  enast Oates, 2 ahem” pe 2 yh yg alae ong YW n Par: . apital) (Ger) i ‘ Otte i u vs Falken- 
E!se Elster. Dir. Max Neufield. Time, 85 mins. Rel. July 30. | oenene * aa — rude Be iner Dir Pot t pure, a ’ —— 
Reserve Hat Ruh. (New Era) (Ger). Military farce Fritz Kampers, Lucie | bre Ne v. 4. - — , 
Englische. ‘Time, 94 mins. Rel. Aug. 11, |Zwei Kravaten. (Capital) (Ge: Operatic musical. M e> Bohnen, Olga 
Rhapsody of Love. (Capital) (Polish) Hardships of an art career. Agner | Tsehechowa, Ralph A. Roberts. DL I x Hea Ke n. 19 
Peter rime, $9 mins tel, Aug. 25. 'Zwei Menschen. (Capital) (Ger) Powert cram otte sa, Gusta\ 
Richthofen, Red Ace of Germany. (Gould) (Ger.) Self explanatory.) Caryl | Froelich. Dir. Erich Wasehneéeck. ‘1 e, 90 mins. Re Jan. 1. 


of the biggest north of the Rocke- 
feller place. 

Hawthorne Hurst now turns ow 
those books almost as quickly as 
Rian James. 

Will James can’t be lured from 
that rancl 

tussell Wright publishing his 
book on Russia himself. 

P. J. Wolfson has had his latest 
novel “All Women Die” accented 


by Vanguard Press for January 


publication, 


Galley proofs will be submitted te 


' Warners for possible purchase, 
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MINSKYS LURE EMPIRE 





COMICS BY PAY TILTS, 


The Optimistic Minskys at 
bing Empire Wheel actors again 
although going about it with more 
caution this year 
stead of taking them right out of 
the traveling troupes the Minskys 
are giving the Wheel people con- 
tracts starting ‘at the conclusion 
of the Empire Wheel season.’ That's 
likely to mean any niinute now. 

Contracted on that basis thus far 
as ‘Red’ Marshall and Murray 
Leonard, both comics and both cur- 
rently in Empire's ‘Step Lively 
Girls.’ The Minskys guarantee 
them 25 weeks. The Minskys have 
three stock burlesques in New York. 

The lure is a tempting offer. A 
‘tempting offer, in burlesque now is 
$5 more than you're getting. 





After Closing Burley 
Picks on Walkathon 


Worcester, Mass., Dec. 12. 

Its demands for strict censorship 
forcing the closing of Empire bur- 
lesque at the Worcester theatre, the 
city’s Ministerial Union trained its 
guns on something else. It was a 
dance marathon at White City, 
amusement park. They denounced 
the terpsy race as a ‘sign of a de- 
cadent civilization’ and voted to 


protest, contending the promoters 
were ruining the health of the 
dancers. a 

Ministeriai wrath was aroused by 
the advertising of the marathon. 
One ad was as follows: ‘Cot Nite. 
Look behind the scenes. Cots of 
all contestants right out on the 
floor. See them go to sleep. See 
how they are awakened. See how 
they get medical attention. See them 
get a complete rubdown 

Incidentally, the ministers ex- 
tended a vote of thanks to Police 
Chief Foley for ‘his prompt action 
in censoring burlesque shows against 
which the Ministers’ Union pro- 
tested last month.’ But they made 
no mention of the fact that as a 
result the house closed, throwing 
many Worcester residents out of 
jobs. . 





Haymarket Paid Unions 
Daily But Got Behind 


Chicago, Dec. 12. 

After being paid off for the two 
weeks previous on a daily basis, 
the Haymarket closed last Monday 
when Sunday night’s receipts were 
insufficient to meet the union labor. 

House had opened for the day 
when closing came and refunds had 
to he made to a handful of patrons 
after unions nixed continuance 
without salary. 

Haymarket owed performers two 
weeks’ and two days’ salary when 
closing, while Warren Irons’ other 
house, the Garrick, owed performers 
nine days’ salary when folding two 
days ahead of the Haymarket. 





Girls Back in Akron 


Akron, O., Dec. 12. 
surlesque is back again after an 
absence of almost a year. 

Civic, formerly the Grand, after 
a try at dramatic stock, musical 
comedy, vaude-film and _ finally 
Straight pictures, started girlesk 
policy, two shows a day and chang- 
ing weekly. 

40 cents top. Matinees, 25c. 


FOR SALE or HIRE 


Highest Class 
Evening, Street or Dinner Gowns 
Evening Wraps—Furs 


MME. NAFTAL, Inc. 


BRyant 9-6268 - 69 W. 45th St.. New York 
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Dark Two Years, to Re- | 
open with Stock 


Lyceum, 





Canton, © Dec. 12, 


Lyceum dark for almost two 


theatre here now not 


¥c«tis, only 
in operation, scheduled to 


probably with girlesk stage 
House was controlled by) 
| Warner Bros. until last September, 
| whe n they relinquished their lease 
on it and the Palace here. No date 
iset for the reopening. 


' soon, 


, shows, 


‘Whirl’ Folds, Empire 
Down to Eight Weeks 


‘Merry Whirl’ folds 
Trocadero, Philadelphia, 
of this week. 


up at the 
at the end 


is consequent upon the 
reduction of the Empire Wheel 
route to eight weeks. With ‘Whirl’ 
out the number of shows on the 
wheel will also be down to eight. 


Closing 





Musicians Take Chance 
To Help Burly Troupe 


New Orleans, Dec. 12. 
Stock burlesque at the Dauphine 
no more. House had the most 
promising manager extant. Prom- 
ised the actors he would pay them 


but for four weeks merely slipped 
enough coin for eats and room rent. 
Even promised the musicians and 
stage hands for three weeks—and 
that’s some promising! Eventually 
he had to pay the union boys for 
one week, the fourth, and last. Then 
the stage hands and musicians in 
generous mien worked gratis once 
again, but for two days, in order 
that principals and chorus might get 
enough for transportation back 
home. However, the take was not 
much mroe than enough to, buy 
ferry tickets across the Mississippi. 





Closes in Hopes 
Chicago, Dec. 12. 
Garrick, Randolph street bur- 
lesque operated by Warren Irons 
Xo., has closed for two weeks. 
Expects to Christmas 
night. 


reopen 





Hollywood’s Deep Sea 


(Continued from page 49) 


are the games. On the night visited 
all were getting a good play. The 
house was doing okay on the crap 
and roulette, but was being taken 
on the blackjack. Attendants are 
away from the usual run of gam- 
bling house employees. All have 
straight noses and natural ears. 


Though the boat has 20 state- 
rooms, only an extreme case of 
sea sickness will open their doors. 
Operators are not taking any 
chances. 

Bar is operated sensibly with 
those who become noisy or rough 
landing in the brig. Crew is Scotch, 
lads who like and can handle their 
liquor and who have small sym- 
pathy for those who can't. 

Boat has been drawing the Holly- 
wood mob on Wednesday evening 
which is a celeb night. Capacity 
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is 250 with Wednesday. Saturday 
and Sunday usually sell-outs, 
Craft so far has breaking 
even with the gambling paying the 
| Players too often. Operators are 
|not worrying however, as they claim 
it’s their best advertisement. 
| Other than celeb night, patronage 
|on the boat {s a mixed affair with 
older people and youngsters about 
| 50-50. Seems as if the old mob ap- 
ipreciates getting their dogs on a 
| brass rail and getting good liquor 
ifor 50 cents a shot. Youngsters try 
to make their expenses on the gam- 
jing tables, 
| Only squawk comes from the beer 
idrinkers who @on’t like to go half 
ja buck for a pint bottle. Opera- 


been 


| 
| 


reopen 








tors claim that to get beer on the | 


boat and the 
| makes 't 
a drink of straight 


room it takes up, 
‘ost equal to a highball or 


liquor. 
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Put Your Act Over in a Big 
Setting Skillfully 


Modern 
Creations 





Executed with Character and 


Los Angeles Scenic Studios, 


LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 


SCENERY 
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BURLESQUE FOR CANTON 'Keed and La Barb 


eee 
(Continued from page 49) 


Fidel landed an inside up- 
then left-hooked a smash to 
plexus which doubled up 
the Cuban. La Barb shifted and 
kept pumping lefts to the body. 
The Kid's knees sagged as he re- 
treated but he got a second wind 
and started a whirlwind counter at- 
tack that gave the customers quite 
a thrill, 


seats. 
percut, 
the solar 


Fidel concentrated on the body 
because ‘he can’t take it there.’ 
Little doubt that there was more 
action on. Chocolate’s part and he 
upheld the betting odds of eight to 
five in his favor. No doubt either 
that La Barb's blows hurt and the 
Keed’s puffed and_ scarlet lips 
proved he was damaged. Looks 
like the boys will have to fight it 
out again—a match which should 
draw a good gate. House this time 
was fairly good, but quite a mar- 
gin from capacity at 13,000. Even 
the top loft did not sell out. 


The semi-final between Frank 
Bataglia, the dynamite-fisted mid- 
dleweight from Winnipeg, and 
Chick Devlin, a coast mauler, was 
expected to be the big thing on the 
card. It wasn’t. Second time Bat 
has disappointed at the Garden. 
The men met in the same ring re- 
cently, Devlin getting a draw, 
which brought sarcastic squawks. 
Fact was that in that match Chick 
floored Frank for a nine count and 
the verdict looked okay. 


This time the decision in Batag- 
lia’s favor seemed weird. True he 
hit harder and in the third round 
a slam to the jaw had Dey- 
lin woozy. Yet with two minutes to 
finish the job Bat didn’t know how. 
And otherwise the Canadian’s brain 
went lame, or maybe its naturally 
that way. He rarely did any lead- 
ing and he took plenty from Devy- 
lin. However there were no knock- 
downs and the boys got the razz 
before the match was half over. 

This Friday (16), Jimmy Mc- 
Larnin reappears, having Sammy 
Fuller as an opponent. Sammy is 
from Boston and is billed as the 
‘little John L. Sullivan.’ He's a 
tough Wop and will have to prove 
it against Baby Face. 


Those Wrasslers 


The wrestling card last week at 
the Garden, like the fight show, 
had the Milk Fund as a beneficiary. 
Strangler Lewis and Ray Steele 
were the principals. What trans- 
pired outside the ring resembled 
what might happen in a smal] mid- 
western town, not New York. 

The men tugged for half an hour, 
never going to the mat for more 
than a second or two. So arduous 
were their labors, however, that 
both were dripping wet—looked like 
a sweating contest. Finally, Steele 
murmured to Lewis that he could 
hardly stand up and starting sock- 
ing Ed. The referee warned Ray. 
A wrassler jumped through the 
ropes In protest and was hustled 
out. Steele continued to sock with 
closed fist—his way out—and was 
disqualified. 

Then fights started all over the 
Garden. Tom Marvin, a wrestler, 
took a punch at Jack Curley, who 
ran the show. Jack slipped the 
blow and felled Marvin with a left 
hook he had been saving up for 20 
years. After that Marvin was well 
taken care of by the cops. 

The match was really between 
rival wrestling groups, Steele be- 
ing with the Jim Londos faction 
and Lewis with Curley. Lewis is in 
great condition and next Monday 
(19), will wrestle Leon Pinetzki and 
Sam Stein at the Garden. 


The Coast Stance 


What they ell overlooked in the 


east is that U. S C., at its post-sea- 


son New Year's day fracas at the 


Rose Bowl, Pasaneda, is no chump, 


and in picking on Pittsburgh as its 


rival this year it gives the Coast 


university a duuble-barrelled crack 


at the mythical national gridiron 


|} championship, 


| playing 
i Sheuld- N. D. win, it 


This is pr 
Notre this 
gives U. 
another crack in the Pitt 

Pitt has already 


Dame 


beaten 
most natural contender fo 
the big Coast game would have been 
Michigan, with likelihood that 
he Conferencs rules would be 
hed to permit 


sq rate 


some 


this post-season 
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| Walk a Little Faster 


(Continued from page 42) 
Street after the 
fanfare had ebbed. 

No show with Beatrice Lillie in 
it can be devoid of entertainment 
value, but even with Clark and Mc- 
Cullough besides, there is no ade- 
quate sustaining angle for a $4.40 
top. Clark and McCullough suffer 
from being limited in their antics. 

Before Beatrice Lillie every par- 
ticipant in the revue is submerged 
for proper appreciation of his or 
her individual ability. The spe- 
cialty moments are few and far 
between in the revue and beyond 
the comedy value of the sketches in 
which Miss Lillie and Clark and 
McCullough participate either alone 
or together with sundry support 
from the cast, all or mostly all the 
show has to offer is dancing of a 
not too varied character. 

The sketches in the show are 
mostly good but not startlingly so. 
‘Moscow Merry-Go-Round in the 
first half and ‘The Professor Him- 
self’ in the second half are the 
weakest and unfortunately engugh 
are spotted for Clark and McCul- 
lough, First was written by S. J. 
Perelman and the second by R. 
MacGunigle. 

The ‘Professor’ sketch has _ its 
lowdown angles from which it at- 
tempts reaction impetus. The ac- 
tion pertains mostly to Bobby Clark 
petting a girl. Sounds crude and is. 

Miss Lillie comes in for her own 
style of breath-taking stuff when 
in a rather comical monolog ‘Quel 
Bijou’ in the first half of the piece 
she very nonchalantly uses one 
of those ‘ouch’ words. A ‘can-can’ 
scene opens the show but that’s not 
so bad and rather colorfully done 
providing as it does for the entrance 
of Clark and McCullough to hop out 
in a theme song called ‘That's Life.’ 

Immediately Clark admonishes 
McCullough to remember this is a 
new show and to cut out the old 
antics whereupon the cigar and 
cane stuff so w.k. to the pair fol- 
lows for a good laugh beginner. 
However, Clark was literal in mak- 
ing the admonishing remark, be- 
cause throughout the rest of the 
show, the two don’t pull any of 
their standard tricks. 

They might have fared better if 
permitted to indulge. 

The Rasch dance 
a mixture of ballet 
stuff, but all have a touch of the 
‘cooch.’ It’s epidemic throughout 
the revue and altogether too much. 
Dave and Dorothy Fitzgibbons, 
two good looking youngsters, who do 
a swagger tap and later a sort of 
ballroom dance, offset their style 
much by attempting the crudest 
cooch of all. They perform what 
Harlemanics have long been known 
to call a ‘bump,’ nothing more than 
an upstanding cooch by a pair of 
clasped dancers. 

That sort of thing does the taste 
of the colorful settings and the 
routines provided for the dancers 
no good. 

On the musical end it seems as if 
the music had been deliberately ar- 
ranged for dancing rather than 
vocalizing, so that Evelyn Hoey who 
is in the spot of bringing on the 
singing appeal of the show hardly 
gets started at all in something like 
three special appearances, vet the 
girl is talented of voice, and pretty. 

That kind of musical arrangement 
may be suspicioned to have been 
largely due to the staging as han- 
dled by a dance expert, Albertina 
Rasch, who is programmed as top 
stager of the piece with Monty 
Woolley. Latter staged the book. 
He did a good job. So did the de- 
signer of the settings. 

One of the most pleasing bits in 
the show and the most tuneful is a 
spiritual takeoff, just before the 
curtain makes its final descent and 
called ‘Mayfair.’ 

The scene is m. c.’d first by Miss 
Lillie who states the intent of the 
scene is to show how the Har- 
lemania rage has seized the Lon- 
don drawing rooms. When husband 
and wife quarrel, the wife goes into 
the singing of a spiritual, joined in 
by her maid and followed by her 
husband and guests. Very amus- 
ing that. Miss Hoey shows here 
that with the right opportunity she 
can deliver. 

The music and the sketches ap- 
pear to have been subordinated to 
the dance numbers, making the 
comedy episodic and it carries 
through only because of the experi- 
ence and native talent of such per- 
formers as Miss Lillie and Clark 
and McCullough. 

There is a sketch in the first half 
called ‘Scamp of the Campus’ in 
which both Miss Lillie and Bobby 
Clark appear. That one is very 
good. Miss Lillie affects a school 
girl of the 1906 era and Clark wears 
a wild moustache 
a foreign detective. 

Another good sketch is 
Fanny,’ also with Miss 
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Pobby Clark. Clark is a 
who 
femme 


pector 


Miss Lillie is the spangled lady of 
the joint. Clark enters brandishing 
a bull whip, but when he attempts 
to ‘make’ the girl, Miss Lillie chides 
him that he might ‘even find virtue 
in a place like this.’ 

The dancing line is composed of 
24 girls, all pretty and well built a 
la Rasch standards. Costumes most- 
ly are attractive. The girls are 
clothed most of the time in trans- 
parent gowns that have a slit down 
the sides or centre. 

Miss Lillie affects a similar gown 
of gray in a duet number with Clark 
called ‘End of a Perfect Night.’ It's 
a good number which, while getting 
over strong with a first night audi- 
ence might get lost on subsequent 
customers. 

The obvious fault with the music 
was that aside from appearing to 
be arranged for dancing rather than 
vocal, is that the lyrics are more 
catchy than the tunes, but one 
called ‘Where Have We Met Be- 
fore’ and another ‘Off Again, On 
Again’ leave recollecting rhythms. 

Patricia Dorn, Katherine and 
Bernice Lee sing the latter before a 
cut out bar of a speak and do it 
okay, but not too lustily. 

John Hundley who has a virile 
tenor gets his one chance to use it 
in a scene called ‘Time and Tide’ 
in the latter part of the ®econd half, 
Hundley’s. voice could have been 
used to much better advantage if 
spread through the show a little. 

One notable curtain drop is that 
of the river scene, either the East 
River or the Hudson, no telling 
which, showing the New York sky- 
line against an overhanging bridge 
which might be the Brooklyn bridge 
or the yeorge Washington. It 
doesn't really matter which. 

Shan. 





Exploitation 


(Continued from page 17) 
play by offering a prize for the best 
amateur shot along the same lines. 

Start early enough to give plenty 
of time for the making of the pic- 
ture, and give it pienty of publicity, 
Put the entries as rapidly as they 
arrive in the lobby frames, taking 
out the early ones to make place for 
later comers. Then have them all 
judged and display the winners in 
the same frame. 

It will be possible to interest 
photo stores in this contest quite 
possibly to promote the prize from 
them if you give them a: line in 
your other advertising of the stunt, 


Greeting Card-Ducat Combo 

Los Angeles. 
Holiday greetings, with a kicke 
back from the b. o., are being used 
by Fox-West Coast circuit in prac- 
tically all houses. Stunt consists in 
the sale at the b. o. of greeting 
ecards, with a flap coupon attached 
that is good for one admission at 
designated houses any time between 

or 25 and Feb. 15. 

Cards sell at 25c each at the b. o., 
are of an ordinary grade of material 
and no mailing envelopes are ine 
cluded, 


Santa Barbara’s Fur Show 
Santa Barbara, Cal. 
fashion show at the 
Arlington here is being 
staged with the assistance of the 
town's social elite. Climax will be 
reached Dec. 20, when a $25,000 fur 
show, a mammoth display for this 
section, will be but on, on, 


Empire Wt Wheel 


Week December 12 


Bare Facts—Howard, Boston. 

Facts & Figures-—Star, Brooklyn, 

Frivolities—Route No, 1. 

Lid Lifters—L. O. 

Moulin Rouge—Empire, Newark. 

Nite Life in Paris—-Modern, Providence. 

Parisian Flirts—Trocadero, Phila- 
delphia, 


Pre-Xmas 
F-WC 





LETTERS 


When “ending for Mail to 
VARIETY Address Maii Clerk. 
POSTCARDS, ADVERTISING or 
CIRCULAR LETTERS WILL NOT 
BE ADVERTISED 
LETTERS ADVERTISED. IN 
ONE ISSUE ONIY 
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Farley Jack 
Resnick Sophie 
Hall Katharine 
Harkrider John 
Hickey Kathleen 
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DOROTHEA ANTEL 





in his capacity as } 


‘Frisco | 
Lillie and ; 
gold pros- | 
comes searching for | 


company in a saloon. | 


226 W. 72d St., New York Cit, 


My New Assortment of CHRISTMAS 
GREETING CARDS Is Now Ready. 
21 Beautiful CARDS and FOLDERS 
Boxed, Postpaid, for 


One Dollar 
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SHOWFOLK’S SHOESHOP—1552 BROADWAY 
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R. W. McKINNEY 

R. W. McKinney, 68, veteran coast 
exhibitor and excha..ge man died 
Dec. 6 of heart trouble at his home in 
Los Angeles. Death came unex- 
pectedly with the film man found 
in his bed several hours after he 
had passed away. McKinney op- 
erated the Regent and Playhouse, 
‘naborhood picture houses in Los 
Angeles, for many years. Prior to 
that.he was with the old World 
Film Co. as salesman and exchange 
manager. 

Deceased was a picturesque figure 
in Los Angeles exhib circles, and 
won nation-wide publicity more 
than a year ago when he advertised 
that passes issued by his competi- 
tor would be accepted at his box 


office. 
A more recent stunt, in a fight 
with the opposition, was his free 


admission of women at all perform- 
ances. This continued for a month, 
with McKinney figuring he dropped 
around $2,000 by the stunt, but get- 
ting a kick out of the fact that when 
a male patron came to the b. o. to 
pay his way'in there were no seats 
available. 

A wife, from whom he was sepa- 
fated, and a daughter survive. 


ARTHUR DUNN 
Arthur Dunn, 66, standard in 
vaudeville for many years with his 
sister Jenny and other partners, 








died Dec, 8 at French hospital, New 
York, after a two years’ illness. 

Dunn was much shorter of stat- 
ure than the average man, although 
not quite a midget. His sister was 
about the same height. Their size 
enabled them to play kid parts long 
after their start as child imper- 
sonators with the normal sized 
Ezra Kendall in ‘A Pair of Kids.’ 
Jenny Dunn and Kendall, both now 
deceased, were later married and 
had six children. 

Another sister, Lottie Dunn, with 
whom Arthur Dunn had resided 
during his late years, survives. 

Interment at Mt. Ararat cemetery, 
New York, under auspices of the 
NVA and Jewish Theatrical Guild. 


CARL EDOUARDE 

Carl Edouarde, 57, first musical 
director at the Strand theatre, New 
York, died at Locust, N. J., Dec. 8. 
as the result of an operation per- 
formed some time ago. 

Sdouarde joined the orchestra of 
the Regent theatre when that Har- 
lem house was the stronghold of 
Samuel Rothafel. When the latter 
moved down to the Strand theatre 
Edouarde was appointed musical di- 
rector, remaining there until 1927. 
He was one of the first to synchro- 
nize sound to animated cartoons 
and was at work on an Aesop Fable 
at the Pathe studios when that place 
caught fire, killing a mumber of per- 
sons. He escaped with a broken 
ankle, which subsequently caused 
his retirement. 

He was a graduate of a German 
eonservatory and had done hotel 
work before turning to the pictures. 


Bob Hawkins, 42, RKO theatre 
manager for 10 years, died Dec. 9 
at Medical Center, New York, from 
septic poisoning following an op- 
eration. 

Hawkins was one of the few 
Keith vaudeville house managers to 
be held over with the organization 
by RKO. Formerly a legit company 
manager with the Charlotte Green- 
wood musicals and other shows, he 
started with Ketth’s as assistant 
manager of the 81st St., New York, 
later becoming manager. For the 
past year he has been at the Flush- 
ing, L. I., house. 

Widow survivés. Interment to- 
day (Tuesday) atGreenwood ceme- 
tery, Brooklyn. 

—— 
CHARLES 3CHROLL 

Charlie Schroll, 13, former strong 
man with the Ringing circus, died 
at the county poor fem at Spangle. 
Wash. Native of Syitzerland, he 
came to the U. S. at he age of 54, 
after he had toured Aja and Eu- 
rope with his own Wegon circus. 
He had studied for thi priesthood 
as a boy, but expelled fir smoking, 
joined the tent shows toOlevelop his 
health, 











HARRY LEE 


Harry Lee, 60, character actor, 
leaped to his death from a fire es- 
cape of the Roosevelt hotel, Holly- 
wood, Dec. 8. He left two notes, 
asking that his widow, Dorothy 
Pine Lee, Chrysler building, N. Y., 
be notified and requesting that his 
body be cremated. 

Player is reported to have made 
several prior attempts to kill him- 
self. He came here four years ago, 
after appearing in Paramount talk- 
ers in the east. Before that he was 
a stage and silent screen player for 
30 years. 


GENE PEARSON 


Gene Pearson, 34, English female 


impersonator, died in Cleveland, 
Dec. 7, after a six-days siege of 
pneumonia. 


Pearson had been acting as mas- 


ter of ceremonies at Club Madrid, 
Cleveland nitery, up to his illness. 
He started career as a femme 
mimic on London stage fifteen 
years ago. Has appeared in sev- 
eral Mae West shows and was in 
‘Hot-Cha’ last year. 

Funeral services to be held in 
London, where the body will be 
sent. 


EUGENE BRIEUX 
Eugere Brieux, 74, one of the 
fcremost French dramatists, per- 


haps best Known through his ‘Dam- 


William Morris 


aged Goods,’ 
of pleurisy. 

For 20 years he produced a play 
each year and each was an event 
in the history of the French stage. 
Since the war he has been devoting 
most of his time to the welfare of 
the French goldiers blinded during 
the conflict. 


died in Paris Dec. 6, 


REV. WILLIAM W. DAVIS 
Rey. William Whiting Davis, au- 
thor and playwright, and for many 
years assistant rector of ‘The Little 


Church Around the Corner,’ New 
York, died suddenly in New York 
Dec. 4, 


In his writings he used the pseu- 
denym of ‘Paul Prester Temple.’ He 
was and before his New York 
church charge, he had been rector of 
St. Lukes, San Francisco. 

During his entire ministry he was 
a lover of the theatre and numbered 
many people of the stage among his 
friends. He was a member of The 
Players. A daughter, Barbara Win- 
chester, survives. 
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HARRY LIEB 

Harry Lieb, 36, Universal film edi- 
tor, died at his home in North Hol- 
lywood, Calif., Dec. 8 after two 
weeks of influenza that developed 
into pneumonia. 

Starting with U at the Fort Lee 
studio, he was with the company 
for 15 years. He is survived by his 
mother and a sister, Adele, em- 
ployed in the lab at U. Funeral 
services were held Dec. 10 in Hol- 
ly wood. 

HARRY OLIVER FISHER 

Harry Oliver Fisher, 70, retired 
actor, and until recently employed 
as a watchman at Playland, in Rye, 
N. Y., shot and killed himself Sun- 
day (11) at his home, 89 Bowman 
avenue, Port Chester, N. Y., where 
he lived with his son, Harry G. 
Fisher. The deceased retired from 
the stage around 10 years ago, 
when he suffered 
down. No motive for the 
is known. 


shooting 


SAMUEL DERMOT 

Samuel Dermot, 52, vet legit 
player, died Dec. 6 in San Francisco 
after a short illness, following the 
death two months ago of his wife, 
the former Jeannette Ross. 

Dermot, who played at the AI- 
cazar and Tivoli here and was once 
with Nat Goodwin, is survived by 
his sisters, Maxine Elliott and Lady 
Johnson Forbes-Robertson. 

Mrs. G. Mortimer 
wife of the secretary and treasurer 
of the Danbury Fair association, 
died Dec. 1 at Danbury, Conn. 
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Mrs. Johnny Jones-Murray 


Still Apart on Policy 


Dec. 12. 
Johnny J. 


Chicago, 
Mrs. 
general 


Feud between 


and her manager, 


Jack Murray, apparently continues 


unabated. Murray was in Chicago 
|last week at the Fair Secretaries 


convention. He was appointed to 


his position by the probate court fol- 


lowing the death of the founder. 

Half of the Jones carnival is in 
Sarasota under Mrs. Jones’ eye, but 
Murray keeps his half in Georgia 
and refuses the widow’s request t9 
bring the equipment within the 
boundaries of Florida. Murray 
claims to have advanced $23,000 of 
his own money in moving the show 
and not to have been reimbursed 
out of show funds up to date. 

Jones carnival, once the peer of 
them all, has had many difficulties 
in recent seasons with bad business 
and trade developments against so 
huge an enterprise. 





Bradna Circus Clicks 
For Baltimore Shrine; 
Readying for Loew’s 


Baltimore, Dec. 12. 
Fred Bradna finished an excellent 
week with his indoor circus under 
the auspices of the Shriners in their 
annual charity show. Played to fine 
profits at the giant Fifth Regiment 
Armory, town’s largest hall. 


Used 20 acts, all out of the 
Ringling shows. Headed by the 
Wallendas and the Flying Harolds, 
and included, Schultz’s. Liberty 
Ponies, Ira Millette, Chief Wash- 
ington, Miss Tamara, the Wood- 
chopping Harry Jackson and Cliff 


Beryack, Miss Knowlton’s cat act,- 
Albert Powell, Harry Rittley and 


the Danwille troupe, besides such 
clowas as Polidor, Fleum, Paul 
Wenzel, Louis Jacobs. Davenport- 


Ernesto Family was the riding act, 
besides Madame Bradna’s turn. 

Bradna is taking essentially the 
same show up to Grand Rapids, 
Mich., for a similar setup, and then 
cuts the show down to 10 acts for 
some vaude weeks with Loew 
around New York, particularly 
through Long Island. 





Audition Blues 





(Continued from page 33) 


in the past a good deal of social 
life with a business motive behind 
it. Whenever possible the shrewder 


talent or their representatives have 
sought to get on a personal footing 
with the advertiser. This wining 
and dining technique worked splen- 
didly until the last six months or 
so. 

Two reasons have now discredited 
the social route. First, and fore- 
most, money is too tight, the 
dangers of failure too costly to take 
chances. Second, any illusions have 
long since been exploded about thuse 
big personality parties with a com- 
mercial objective. 

It still remains to work out some 
efficient, businesslike system where- 
by talent can be heard, tested and 
bought on sound value with the per- 
sonal and political and axe-grinding 
angles minimized. 

Meanwhile ‘Those Audition Blues’ 
will be sung by hundreds of mys- 
tified ‘outsiders.’ 


Downie Bros. Off Meters, on Rails, 
Sparks Plans Fine Horse Feature 








Appellate Ruling Stymies 
W&H-Wirth Contract Suit 


Effort of the Wirth & Hamid 
Fair Booking Office, Ine. to re- | 
strain Frank Wirth, former member 
of the firm and his present partner, 


Maurice W. Monheimer, from do- 
ing business with fairs in certain 
eastern states and Canada was 


further stymied by a decision hand- 
ed down by the Appellate Division, 
New York. Ruling affirmed a Su- 
preme Court order denying Wirth 
& Hamid an injunction and judg- 
ment on commissions Frank Wirth 


and Monheimer collected on fair 
bookings. 
Hamid office had contended that 


when Frank Wirth sold out his in- 
terest in the firm he had signed a 
contract agreeing to stay out of the 
fair booking field until 1938 as far 
as the eastern section of this coun- 
try and Canada were concerned. 

On the grounds that Frank Wirth 
had violated the agreement by 
booking fairs in this area the Ham- 
id firm sued for a restraining or- 
der and a judgment for some $20,000 
Frank Wirth and Monheimer were 
alleged to have collected through 
these bookings. 


- 





STAGE, SCREEN, 


RADIO NAMES 
AT FAIRS 


—_—_ 


Chicago, Dee. 12. 
How to revive the vanishing pub- 
lic interest in their institutions is 
the problem that county fairs must 
solve next season. State fairs for 
the bigger shows have enough im- 


petus to survive. But extinction 
faces the county horse and cow 
congresses unless a new way to 
attract crowds is discovered. Of 


course meanwhile an improvement 
in the price of corn, wheat and cot- 
ton would be favorably reflected. 


By general consensus the time- 
hallowed attractions are no pan- 
acea. Locomotive smashups have 
been killed by newsréels, high 
perch acts while enthralling won't 
do more than entertain them after 
they’re in the grounds. Freaks are 
taboo and frequently disliked. Pub- 
lic wedding ceremonies are okay 
but good for only one night. 

There is evidence that like the 
rest of show business and, as re- 
ported, the circuses in particular 


there is a desire for and interest in 
names known to the _ public at 
large. Preferably stage, screen, or 
radion names. Such attractions 
have never before played county 
fairs and are looked to to beat the 


curse. Harold ‘Red’ Grange and 
Mildred Harris Chaplin have been 
set through the Earl] Taylor office 


as the first of what may be an in- 
flux of indoor personalities to the 
uotdoors. Other outdoor agents 
are reported ‘looking about.’ 





Influx of Democrats Makes County 
Fair Contracts for 33 Dubious 


+ 





CHEYENNE RODEO CUTS 
Cheyenne, Wyo., Dec. 12. 





Chicago, Dec. 12. 
Fair Secretaries convention at the 


Frontier Days wil be cut from five | Hotel Sherman was a listless af- 
to four days next year and budget | fair. In former times the plum con- 
will be $25,000. tracts to carnivals were awarded 

This is $14,000 less than 1932,|@uring the combination business 
when the going was tough. Dates | palaver and secial shindig, but this 
are July 26-29. year it seemed less important who | 

od see got contracts. 
Two reasons for the lackadaisical | 
Sports and Shows attitude. First, the fairs have done | 

Rube Copeland, who publishes plenty of welching on contracts in | 
‘Intercollegiate Sports,’ is planning | the past two seasons. Second, the 
a new mag, also a weekly, to make | Democrats are coming. 
its first appearance in the spring. | Hundreds of county and state 

| Publication to be called the ‘Sport fairs will be run by entirely 
Weekly,’ will cover the theatres as committees after the f & 2 the 
well as sports. | year so the realists knew ] t 

Copeland, who also edits ‘Inter- | well that many a contract would b 

collegiate Sports,’ will hold the edi- | repudiated by the ince g De ) 
j}torial reins on ‘Sport Weekly’ as} crats taking over management 
| well. (the first time in a decade or more 








| several hundred 


Fy 

Many ciren men ‘ intering 
within easy range of 
A number of acrobats training 
fat the Luken gymnasium Several 
l wild animal acts are quartered in or 
Inear this city. A circus painting 
studio at Shillington is having a 
busy season in preparation for 
spring. 

Fred Buchanan, an executive of 
the Robbins Pros. circus last year, 
and in the Walter L. Main circus 


this year, is wintering in West Ches- 
ter, where his daughter is a student 
in State Teachers’ College. Buchanan 
will probably be manager of a new 
motorized circi.s next year, to take 
the road in April with 40 trucks, 
equivalent to 15 freight cars. 

James Heron. an official the 
Main circus and Cody Wild West 
show last season, has a trained baby 
elephant in the Christmas toy de- 
partment of a store in Baltimore. 

Horseflesh as Novelty 

Circus men's gossip says that mo- 
torizing not the money-saver it 
was expected to be. Downie Bros.’ 
show, now wintering in Macon, Ga,, 
will discontinue road travel by mo- 
tor truck and will go back to the 
railroads next spring, with 22 rail- 
road cars, according to Charles 
Sparks, the owner. 


ot 


is 


same re- 
port says that Sparks plans to have 
displays of fine horses as a feature, 
and to return to the old practice of 
staging a strect parade. The uni- 


Tho 
lc 


i versal use of autos is making a fine 


horse a welcome sight, and horse 
shows also are helping along the 
public’s desire t> see fine horseflesh 
instead of smelling gasoline all the 
time. 

George Singleton, who was with 
Al G. Barnes’ circus last season, has 
arrived in York from the Pacific 
Coast and will spend the winter 
with the York circus and troupers’ 
colony. 


HUGE PAGEANT PRELUDE 
TO ’33 TORONTO FAIR 


Toronto, Dec. 12. 

Railway, steamship and hotel in- 
terests are behind the colossal 
pageant which will mark Toronto's 
centenary. American Association of 
3andmasters will hold their annual 
convention here. Knights of Col- 
umbus will hold an international 
gathering that will bring approx- 
imately 20,000 visitors. Not to be 
outdone by the Irish, the Grand 
Orange Lodge of North America will 
assemble in the city. 

A theatre seating 100,000 for a 
show with at least 6,000 performers 
is already built, this the Riverdale 





Park amphitheatre needing only 
stage and seats. Most active part 
of all is being undertaken by Au- 
gustus Bridle, drama critic fur the 


‘Daily Star.’ General director is 


Cc. B. Cleveland who supervised 
Bridle’s ‘Heart of the World’ 
pageant in ’27, 

Celebration will be concentrated 


in three three-day periods, May 24< 
25-26, July 2-3-4, August 4-5-6, with 
the climax at the annual Canadian 
National Exhibition. Sporting, 
fraternal and patriotic organizations 
are co-operating with the centennial 


committee. Important feature will be 


the formal re-opening of the re- 
stored Fort York. tamparts, gates 
and old buildings to be repaired and 
wax figures set up in uniforms cur- 
rent in war of 1812-14, with fe- 
male figures in early costumes. 
Original fort was built in 1793 dure 
ing the French occupation of Cane 
ada. 

Massed choir of 4,000 is 
under the baton of Dr. Ernest Mac- 
Millan, conductor of the Toronto 
Symphony. Three thousand others 
will swing into the pageant picture 
depicting historic scenes in Cane- 
ada’s advancement. Part festival 


voices 


and carnival, the show will work in 


national groups of 
in native costume, 
units from the Tore 


a ballet of 200, 


national dances, 


onto regiments in old time uniforms, 


CIRCUS VET KILLED 


New Haven, Dec. 12. 
Pody of Arthur Joubert, eme 
oved at various times by most of 
jor circuses, was found in oute 
laving section of Fairfield, near 
he ©. 
Police at first suspected murder, 
hut later investigation led to belief 
bert was killed by hit-and-run 
driver. 
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